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Theatre-Nitery 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, April 15. 
Plans for the most ambitious U. S. 
entertainment setup yet projected for 
South America were exclusively de- 


tailed here by Clifford C. Fischer 
just before sailing for New York. 
They include: 

No. 1. Construction of a new the- 


atre-restaurant apartment building 
in Buenos Aires with U. S. and Ar- 
gentine capital, to cost approximately 
$1,000,000 

No. 2. Construction of en amuse- 
ment park in Rio de Janeiro pat- 
terned after Luna and Steeplechase 
Parks in New York, with U. S. and 
Brazilian capital and to cost approxi- 
mately $2,500,000. 

No. 3. Change in construction 
plans of the Casino at Mar del Plata, 


top Argentine seashore resort, to per- 


mit handling of large U. S. shows. 
No. 4. Arrangements to have U.S 
shows booked exclusively into the 
Urea Casino in Rio, the new theatre- 
restaurant in B. A. and in Mar del 
Plata and arrangements to have 
shows later tour to Santiago, Chile; 
(Continued on page 55) 


BOWLING WINS 
VER DANCING 


Cleveland, April 15. 

Bowling craze has registered 
many damaging strikes to the local 
dance hall biz that Charlie Horvath 


so 


intends remodeling his Trianon ball-| 


room into a super-bowling empor- 
ium this summer. 
Once Cleveland’s No. 1 hoofery 


SeS- 


that now puts on rug-cutting 
sions only three times weekly, it will 


be the second dancery here that 
shifted from jive to sports in the 
last year. Other one was Bedford 
Glens ballroom which Evan Day 
turned into a roller-skating rink. 
Size of the Trianon will give it 


space for twice as many alleys as any 
bowling stand in town, 


CHILDREN FILE PAST 
LONE RANGER’S BIER 


Detroit, April 15. 

Paying a last tribute, nearly 1,000 
Persons daily, over half of them 
children, passed the bier of Earl W. 
Graser, ‘The Lone Ranger,’ whose 
identity had carefully been 
Secret during his life, prior to his 
funeral Thursday (10). 


One little irony followed his death | 
in an automobile accident early last | 


Tuesday (8). His station still was 
nailing out hundreds of requested 
‘Lone Ranger Lucky Coins.’ 


vv 


ford C. Fischer's Pan-American 


Syndicate for S. A. 





kept | 


Co 
| Time’s Commie Reel 


March of Time is preparing an 
issue on the Communist party in the 
United States. It is now gathering 
footage for it. 

| Reel will 


three months. 


be released in two or 





HWOOD NAMES 
STRAWHAT 
MINDED 


Flock of Hollywood names have | 
already submitted open time to east- | 
ern booking agencies, and are ask- 
ing for summer stock commitments, 
specifying vehicles. 

Among those who 
lickering for summer 
Stuart Erwin, 


are currently 
engagements 


ire who wants to ap- 
pear in ‘The Male Animal’; Charles 
Butterworth, for ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here’; Eddie Bracken, for 
‘Nervous Wreck’ or ‘June Moon’: | 
Freddie Bartholomew for ‘Remem- | 
ber the Day.’ 

Francine Larrimore is hinting at | 
a revival of ‘Let Us Be Gay,’ in 


which she starred on Broadway in 
the original production. 


Hats Go Begging, So 
KSTP Reminds Gals Lid 


Is Aristocrats’ Mark 


Minneep¢ Ap 15 
KSTP did a crackdown the othe: 
day on women who don’t wear hat: 
With Easter chapeaux going be ing 
n Twin City tores becaus« yf the 
ew fad, Marjorie Elli McCrady, 


nductor of the station-Star Journal 
Women’s Page of the Air, set out to 
do something about it. 

Digging far into the record end go- 
ing back as far as the pre-Christian | 
era, she discovered that hat-wearers, 
through the years, have been the} 
aristocracy and that those who went 
bere-headed were merely the peasant 

| people in ancient customs. 

(Idea-manager Edward Bernays 
has recently had the hatless problem 
as one of his public attitude prob- 
lems—Ed.) 


BEERY’S 31ST YR IN PIX 


Hollywood, April 15. 


CUO 





ot oULDIERG 
Ad oTO0GEa 


| 
pores 
Strippers, Songpluggers, 
Dance Instructors, Via) 
Press Agents, Trick ‘In-| 
nocent? Camp Command-, 


ants Into Stunts Which. 
Burn Military Officials 


GENERAL BAN 


From stripeuses who would like to 


‘entertain a soldier for a weekend’ to 


|song publishers wanting a new pa- 


j Dr. 


> 
triotic tune plugged, the U. S. Army | 
is being plagued by press agents. | 
Seemingly every publicity man in 


the country, whether he represents a 
soup cannery or a stage star, has an 
idea for copping some space by mak- 
ing a tieup with the current defense | 
urge, War department Public Rela- | 
tions Officers are howling. 


sgh ; ; | 
Military officicls in Washington | 
severely object to soldiers being 


made the butt of exploitation stunts 
and have sent out a general notice 
(Continued on page 20) 


MORE ‘WHAT'S 
AILING FILMS: 


Hollywood, April 15 
among members of the 
Guild, gathered by 
of the Motion Pic- 
Project, discloses, 
that actors want 


Opinions 
Screen Actors 
Leo Rosten 
ture Research 
among other things, 


propaganda pictures removed and 
‘too many picture have trifling 
plots 
Critici of } ich the 

are asked to pe rm brought sucl 
retorts as ‘too mu gag humor and 
not enou real or; great weak 

ne¢ matt nabilit » de 

velop writers f edium. We 

(C 1 ( page 92) 


‘Stepin Fe(t) chit Takes 


A Cut of One Letter; | 
13 in Name Jinxed Him 


Easter Sunday. 
New York, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY 
In re the st from Minneapoli 
‘that I was stranded there and had 
applied to the police for aid, the 


story in Minneapolis was af-erwards 
retracted locally by Merle Potter 


Wallace Beery started his 31st! columnist there, and the facts of the 
year in pictures by Hancocking a | story is as following: | 
inew Metro contract. An opposition theatre in Minneap- | 
| Studio is readying ‘Barnacle Bill'| olis to the one I was playing there 
for him and Shirley Temple | (Continued on page 53) 
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ARMY GAM 








Some Meetings Held But Radio- 
Settlement Still Not Yet in Sight 


SIC 





Kate’s 10th Anni Party 


On the night of her April 25 broad- 
cast a big party in honor of Kate 
Smith is being given at the Hotel 
Astor, New York, by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. This is to mark 
the 10th year in radio for Miss Smith 
and her manager-partner, Ted Col- 





lins. On May 1 pair enter their llth 
year. 
Lou Ruppel, CBS; Bill Thomas, 


Young & Rubicam, and Bill Maloney, 
of the Collins office, are cooperating 
in organizing the affair. 


NBC BIDDING 
FOR WORLD'S 
SERIES 


NBC reported last week as 
offerin pay $150,000 for the 


broadcast rights to the coming fall's 





was 


7 
5S 


to 


| World Series games. The bid, it was 
| said, had been made to Judge K. M 


baseball 

Amount offered by NBC is $50,000 
more than Gillette Razor and Mu- 
tual had committed themselves for 
when they contracted for last yeer’s 
series and took an option on the 1941 
series The rights have 
brought more than $100,000. 


Landis, czar. 


New Welles Pic Prod. 


Nixed in Mexico As 


* 
Gesture to Nazis 
Hollywood, April 1! 
Rather than endanger its diplo- 
matic re tions with Germany, the 
Mexican government has denied O:1 
mm Wi permission to film his 
1ext sto south of the border. The 
irn deals with a Nazi plot in which 
a young hero from the U.S.A. helps 


to 


Welles wrote the story in New 
York while he was producing his 
stage play, ‘Native Son,’ and had sent 
his business manager, Richard Baer 
and his cameraman, Gregg Toland, to 
Mexico City to arrange details of the 
shooting. He was to have used Do- 


lores Del Rio as the femme star and 
Mexican laborers as background 
Now he is figuring means to produce 


the picture north of the border. 
Mexican situation complicates 

Welles’ plans with RKO. George 

Schaefer wants him to produce. the 


Gene Towne-Graham Baker story. 
‘How to Meet a Man,’ but it is not 
believed that he will consider the 
job. It is also understood that War- 
ners has asked him to make ‘The 
A” +? WY ¢* 7; ‘4 > TY) noer ’ 


never | 


foi] the conspirators from Berlin. 
| 


= 


Despite the meetings that have 
been held individually with Mutual, 
|CBS end NBC, the American Society 
|of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
|lishers is no nearer to a settlement 
with the radio industry today (Wed- 
nesday) than it was a month ago. 
The realists within ASCAP feel that 
perhaps with the exception of Mu- 
| tual the networks are merely going 
through the motions of talking about 
a pact, while at the same time pro- 
tecting themselves against a sudden 
agreement between Mutual and 
ASCAP and any action from Wash- 
ington on the question of combina- 
| tion in restraint of trade. 
Mutual’s copyright 





committee 


meets in Chicago today (Wednes- 
day) to consider two formulae as 
submitted by ASCAP, with one 


formula involving a flat percentage 
fee on all commercial programs and 
| the other based on a percentage fee 
|for programs using ASCAP music. 
| Slated to attend this Chicago meete 
ing from ASCAP are John G. Paine, 
general manager, and C. Mills, 
| chairman of the administration com- 
mittee. NBC had a delegation con- 
fer with ASCAP yesterday. (Tues- 
day), while a group from Columbia 
(Continued on page 42) 


TEXACO STALLS 
DUE TO ASCAP 


Al 
x. 


Texaco 
summer 


won't start to consider a 
replacement for the Fred 
Allen show until the first week in 
May. It wants to wait to see whether 
there is a chance of Columbia resum- 
| ing ASCAP music by the end of that 


month 


If a deal with ASCAP is about to 
be closed, the account will turn its 
attention to a musical show, but if 

nption of relatior looks 
too distant it will look around for 
yme other type of program 


VELOZ AND YOLANDA’S 
DANCE CONCERT TOUR 


Chicago, April 15. 


Veloz & Yolanda are on their 
way across country with a concert 
of dances under the tag of ‘Dance 
| Americana.’ Are carrying two 
pianists and doing the entire show 
on their own 

Starting on the Coast, they have 


already set more than 50 consecutive 


nights 


In C go, where they have 
played the nitery Empire Room of 
the Palmer House and the Balaban 
& Katz vaudfilm Chicago, they will 
this time appear in the concert Or- 
chestra Hail for a stand starting 
May 10 

Tour is being arranged by John 
Stein On the few dates alrea ly 
plaved V. & Y. have been Zro 

¢ o9 ) } 
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Australian Censorship Is ‘Mythical 


Says Radio Exec, Cippering to London 





? 


By GEORGE FROST 

Painting a picture that may soon 
represent the scene in American 
city rooms, broadcasting studios and 
radio manufacturing plants, George 
I. Smith, editor of talks for the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, 
and Harvey F. Schwarz, a director 
of Decca Radio & Television, Ltd.. 
London, passed through the Interna- 
tional Marine Terminal at LaGuar- 
dia Field, N.Y., readying for the 
Thursday (10) flight of the Dixie 
Clipper eastward ’cross the Atlantic 
end explained how war has affected 
their industries. 

Smith, whose daily stint amounts 
to Yankee composite of chief script 
writer and program director, held 
Australian censorship of press and 
radio to be mythical while Schwarz 
said 60° of his products are for the 
military, 40% destined for export 
trade and nothing for domestic con- 
sumption. 

Smith revealed that two radio men 
from each of Britain's far-flung sub- 
divisions were being called into. 

(Continved on page 20) 


36 CINEMAS IN 
29 ARMY POSTS 


Washington, April 15. 
Construction of 36 film houses at 
29 army posts and camps will be 
started immediately to provide ample 
entertainment facilities for the fast- 


growing military establishment. The- 
atres will be temporary types, due 
for completion in approximately 
three months,, costing over $1,500,- 
000. 

Four types are to be provided. 
Biggest will have seating capacity 
of 1,038 men; 13 of these are sched- 
uled. Others will be wooden struc- 
tures seating 602 and 364 and tent 
theatres with 2,075 capacity. List 
follows: 

Fort Devens, Mass.; Camp Ed- 
wards, Mass. (2); Fort Dix, N.J. (2); 
Fort Eustis, Va., (1); Indiantown 
Gap, Pa., (2); Fort Meade, Md., (2); 
Camp Blanding, Fla.; Fort Jackson, 
S. C., (2); Camp Forrest, Tenn.; 
Fort McClellan, Ala.; Camp Shelby, 
Miss.; Fort Bragg, N. C., Camp Clai- 
borne, La.; Fort Benjamin Harrison, 
Ind.; Fort Knox, Ky.; Camp Grant, 
Ili.; Camp Robinson, Ark.; Fort Sam 
Houston, Tex.; Camp Barkley, Tex.: 
Fort Sill, Okla.; Camp Wallace, Tex.: 
Fort Bliss, Tex. (2); Fort Lewis 
Wash. (2); Camp San Luis Obispo, 
Cal.; Camp Callan, Cal.; Fort Rose- 
crans, Cal.; 1 Fort MacArthur, Cal.: 
Fort Cronkhite, Cal.; and El Campo, 
Cal. 








RUTH HARDING’S LIBEL 


SUIT VS. VIV SEGAL 


An application to examine Vivienne 


Segal before trial will be argued in 
N. Y. supreme court today (Wednes- 
day) in connection with a $10.000 
libel suit against the actress bv Ruth 
Harding. Action is three years old. 

Miss Harding claims Miss Segal de- 
clared, in the presence of others in 
Sardi’s restaurant (N.Y.) on Nov. 4 
1936, that she (Miss Harding) owed 
Miss Segal $174, for which the latter 
had received nothing, and she was 
going to get out a warrant for plain- 
tiff’s arrest. 


Local Boy Makes Good 
Worcester, April 15. 

When Everett Marshall brines h's 
‘Blossom Time’ company here for 
one performance the night of Avril 
22, it will be the first time he will 
have sung professionally in his home 
city. 

Another Worcester member of the 
company is Zella Russell. 





Sevareid’s Film Short 


Washington, April 15. 
Last week Eric Sevareid, former 


CBS Paris correspondent, who later | 


did a trick at London, was sum- 

moned to Hollywood to make a short 

for Warner Bros. on the war. 
Will be gone only a week. 


A Letter from Al Woods 


Hollywood, 

Editor, VARIETY: 

Hello, Sweetheart. 

I see by Vaniety that I'm ap- 
prenticing at Monogram. The 
only difficulty is, if this is true, 
they forgot to let me know—and 
up to now a salary check is con- 
spicuous by its absence. Would 
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RADIOINTO LEGIT = eres ; C POINT : 
Basil Loughrane Directs New Hen- | 4 1 HE BERLE-IN [ t 
rietta Crosman Play : z 
a + By Milton Berle : 
Basil Loughrane, radio director re- | 9 
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Hollywood, April 15 
Finally found out what an Easter parade is—a March in 


cently with Transamerican, will | 
stage ‘The Lady Has Her Moments,’ 

‘legit comedy by Sarg Hoffman, which Happy Easter! 
is scheduled for a Boston tryout 1n | april, 

mid-May and a Broadway opening; (California is a good place to be during Easter. 
around June 1, It will be his first | traz and see the hard-boiled yeggs. | 
stage directing assignment in about) Got scared when I arrived at Wrigley Field for the opening baseball 

| 15 years. |game. Thought for a minute that Darryl F. Zanuck was going to threw 
‘Moments’ is being produced by | out the first ‘Berle.’ 

Clarence O. Dimmock and Jesse| ‘The seats they gave us at the game were so high I had to go to 

Gordon, Leading part will be played | newsreel theatre the following day to see who won. 

by Henrietta Crosman. | Went to the Richard Himber opening at the Palladium. He had so many 

: pictures taken I got a deep tan from the flashlight bulbs. ae 

| Yooked at a new home last week. The real estate agent said it was 10 

‘minutes from town—by telephone. 


It’s easy to xo to Alca- 


the 


She found out that six 


; buted in last summer. 


you do a guy a favor and tip me 
off to the chap I’m supposed to 
be stooging for? You say his 
name is Rosen. Is he in Holly- 
wood—or in a myth? 

‘Widows of the Press,’ eh? | 
Sounds like a play that could be 
up my street, but so far I never 
heard of it. 

The weekly Variety tells me 
I've been inactive in the theatre 
for several seasons. Could be, 
of course; but unless I'm two 
other guys, I seemed to recall 
that I did a play called ‘Good- | 
bye to Love,’ with Joan Blondell | 
starred, in San Francisco and | 
Hollywood, just last June. If | 
that makes me an inactive, who | 
am I to dispute VarIETY? Oh, by 
the way, ‘Goodbye to Love’ has | 
now become ‘Cinderella Goes to 
Town’ and I'll do it this fall. It’s 
been rewritten. The San Fran- 
cisco critic’ said the play had 
over 300 laughs—or was that 
Louis Cline, my business man- 
ager? Three hundred laughs are 
a lot of fun—-or used to be. 

Now, Sweetheart, if you get a_ | 
line on that job you insist I'm | 
holding down, would you mind | 
tipping me when I’m supposed to 
check in? I wouldn't mind a bit 
if it were Paramount, M-G-M, 
20th Century-Fox or Warner 
Bros.—but why pick on poor 
Monogram? 

Love and kisses, 
Al Woods. 








ANN CORIO’S TONDELEYO 


IN N. Y. LEGIT STOCK 


Ann Corio, who made her bow 
into legit in the strawhats last sum- 
mer, will unveil her thespic talents 
for the first time in New York on 
May 12. Stripper has been pacted 
for a week each at the Windsor in 
the Bronx and the Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, to play the lead in ‘White 
Cargo.’ 

Peeler has 
dates by O. E. 
enthal, 


been booked for the 

Wee and Jules Lev- 
will operate the two 
Brandt vaudfilmers with legit shows 
during the summer. Miss Corio is 
in on a hefty minimum guarantee 
and percentage, havin- cancelled an 
engagement at Mike Todd’s Oriental 
theatre, Chicago, starting May 9, in 
order to take the legit date. 

‘Cargo’ is the show the doffer de- 
One or her 
featured burley numbers ever since 
has been labeled, ‘I Was a 
Legit.” She'll play no. strawhats 
during the summer, but will vaca- 
tion on the Coast. 


who 


No Lahr-Pix Deal 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Bert Lahr, stopping here en route 
from Rochester, Minn., to Milwaukee, 
where ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ was to 
open Sunday (13), said picture deal 
with Metro is still hanging fire, he 
and company being 
$2.000 apart on figures. 
Coast had 
M-G-M’s ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ and 
Paramount's ‘Panama Hattie. 

In Rochester Lahr went through 
the Mayo clinic for a 
check-up and learned there’s nothing 
seriously the matter with him. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jack A. Bexter. 

Nate Blumberg. 

Carl Brandt. 

J Cheever Cowdin 
Betty Field. 

James J. Geller. 

Jack Kirkland. 

Philip Merivale. 

Ray Millend. 

Arnold Pressburger. 
Robert C. Sherwood. 
Herbert T. Silverberg 
Antoine de St. Exupery 
Rise Stevens 

Dan Topping. 


Story from 


| 


RODGERS-HART TORN 


|summer writing. 


Hit in 


approximately 


Lahr already slated for | 


complete | 


OOTH'S SONG 


TRAILER IDEA 


Hollywood, April 15. 


to circumvent the prohibition ‘on 
ASCAP music on the networks. Idea 


release in the film currently screened 


with the ditty. 
the title 


If the plan works out 
number of ‘Caribbean 
Nurse.’ Studio is still struggling 


as not to seriously disrupt the con- 
tinuity of a picture. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


My mother intends to go back to New York. 


more theatres in Brooklyn are showing ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome.’ 


Broadway Dept. 
This is the time of the year when Lindy’s herrings migrate to the 


mountains. $ 


Orson Welles is suffering from a nervous breakdown—release- itis! 

Jack Durant knows a dumb chorus girl from ‘Panama Hattie’ who went 
to her dentist the other day to have two wisdom teeth put in. 

Monte Proser wires me his Beachcomber has installed a new zombie 
20th-Fox is planning a new move champagne—two drinks and you not only see bubbles but dancers behind 


them. 


Henny Youngman saw a doorman taking Margie Hart’s wardrobe to 


is to spot a song from a succeeding | the cleaners—in a thimble. 


Things are so bad for a certain Broadway restaurant that they've posted 


| so as to familiarize picture-goers! a sign, ‘All you can eat and any hat that fits you for a dollar.’ 


Holly woodiana 


P : Everybody takes me for that DeSylva guy at Paramount. 
| Cruise’ will be inserted in ‘Private 10 fellows came up and said to me, ‘Buddy, can you spare a dime? 


Yesterday 


Maxie Rosenbloom is being hailed as the ‘Luther Burbank of the Night 


with the method of presentation s0/ Cyybs.’ His cauliflower can go 10 days without water. 


The directors on the Bob Hope-Bing Crosby pictures don't say ‘Roll 


‘em’ anymore. 


They just yell, ‘Hit the Road.’ 


{The Shuberts ran out of 


Tentative plan is to spot the tune) ‘Nights’ for their revues, and Paramount is almost fresh out of roads. | / 
Elsa Maxwell went on a diet and now sits around her house waiting 


with an orchestra worked into the 
picture, 





BETWEEN 3 OFFERS 


Richard Rodgers and Borenz Hert 
are faced with three possibilities for 
Two offers are to 
shows and the third 
Hollywood on a film 





do Broadway 
is to go to 
writing deal. 

One of the Broadway possibilities 
is a musical for Dwight Deere Wi- 
man, the other is to collaborate with 
John O'Hare on a musical for George 
Abbott. Pair refused on Monday 
(14) to name the Hollywood studio 
to which they might go. 

Writers denied recurrent Broad- 
way reports that they had split. 


Friedman Back With 


| appraiser. 


Small After 17 Years: 


Holly wood, April 15. 

Edward Small’s new casting direc- 
tor is Phil Friedman, who began his 
film career with Small 17 years ago 
znd has worked at a number of stu- 
dios in the meantime. 

Also signed with Small 
British writers, Miles Malleson and 
Ian Dalrymple, who will do their 
screenplays in England and send 
them by mail. Malleson is scripting 
‘Clementina’ and Dalrymple is work- 
ing on ‘Wheels to the Sky.’ 


are two 


Double Windfall 


| 
Zac Freedman not only won $46 on | 


|the ‘Double or Nothing’ radio show | 


last Sunday (13) night, but his ap- 
pearance on the air program brought 
| $5 in the Monday morning mail. A 
| pal heard him on the air and recalled 
| that he owed Freedman five bucks 
| when he heard his street address 
mentioned, and dropped the money 
in the mail. 

Freedman is p.a. for ‘Crazy With 
the Heat’ and ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan.’ 


Abbott’s Film Co. 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Bud Abbott, of Abbott and Cos- 
tello, is financing Slapstick Comedies, 
Inc.. with his brother, Harry, as pres- 
ideiit. 
New outfit will produce two-reel 
comedies. 


L.A. to N. Y. 
Billie Purke 
James Cagney. 
Pat Casey. 
Harry Cohn. 
Broderick Crawford 
Joan Crawford. 
Howard Dietz. 
John Gibbs. 
Kay Griffith. 
Sandra }*'-hnel, 
Mary Orford. 
Mrs. David O. Selzr 
Myron Selznick. 
Nate Sringold. 
Spyros Skouras 
Spencer Tracy. 


for her shape to come in. 
They’ve an innovation at Ciro’s 


The headwaiter is now a used-car 


If you can’t pay your check he arranges a loan on your Car, 


Music Department 
Do you think BMI songs will bring back ‘The Perils of Pauline”’ 
Russ Morgan knows a small time bandleader who always keeps a pogo 
‘stick in his car—he wants to be one jump ahead of the finance company. 
Rocco Vocco has built a house out on Long Island that’s so big that when 
he goes from one end of the house to the other he has to take along an 


overnight bag. 


Radio Department 


Saw the Bing Crosby program the other night. 


The groaner was dressed 


very formal—he had on an orange and green lumberjack. 


Bob Burns NBC 


knows an 


announce! 


who is so absent-minded that 


when he proposed to his girl he stopped right in the middle and put in a 


plug for his sponsor. 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 

That when W. C. Fields goes to sleep he counts White Horses instead 
of sheep...That Broadway Rose was seen bathing in the horse trough in 
Central Park...That J. C. Flippen has his hair insured against forest fires 
| ...That Tommy Manville was seen sitting on his secretary's lap. 

Hangnail Descriptions 


Lou Holtz: Citizen Cane...Oisei 


Rose: Alice Blue Goon...J. Edgar Hoover: Mutiny on the Bund-y.. 


Hit-Wits... Broadway 


Lou 


and Johnson: 


Costello: Abbotizer...James Stewart: Soldier of Fortune, 
Observation Department 
They're featuring something new in married men’s clothing out here. 
Suits with cellophane pockets so wives can look before they pick. 
Eavesdropped at Lyman’s Grill: ‘He’s the kind of a guy that would give 


a good check a bad name.’ 
Eavesdropped at Palladium: 

him.” 
Eavesdropped at 

tablets. 


Earl Carroll's: 


back to the check. 


‘Can 
I have a date with a dream” 
You can’t miss my brother in a night club 


‘She’s wasting a good soul on a heel like 


I borrow one of your sleeping 


he’s always sitting with his 


Whatever Became of ————? 


Bragdon & Morrissey 
Miller & Capman 
+t Gruber’s Elephants 


McKay & Ardine 
Cartmell and Harris 
Weber, Beck & Fraser 


After piece 
Laugh and the world laughs with you; cry and they put you in a Bette 


Davis picture. 


No Emotionalizing of War —CBS 


Web Reitera 


tes Position in Refusing British Relief 


Show With Gracie Fields 


Gracie Fields was lined up to sing 
five Shakespearean sonnets April 23 
| in a dramatic skit tying in the Bard’s 
| anniversary with the war, but the 


|Columbia Broadcasting System said 


| 


R.-B.&B. CIRCUS DOING 





Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 
started mildly as to attendance first 
half of last week, then steadily im- 
proved, playing to 
ness Saturday 
ernoons. 
| Monday (14) matinee was an in- 
|dicator that the big top is aimed for 
j|another clean*up during the Garden 
| date. Several thousends were 
j turned away, while the advance sale 
|; windows on 49th and 50th streets 
were swamped. Double lines ex- 
tended westward on both thorough- 
fares nearly to Ninth. avenue. 


turneway busi- 
and Sunday aft- 


TURNAWAY BIZ IN N.Y. 


no. British War Relief Society had 
planned a dramatization, entitled 


|‘Two Men of England,’ wherein cer- 


tain prophetic passages from Shake- 
speare, which had been woven into a 
script, were to be aired. 

CBS reiterated its 


long-time rule 


| that there could be ‘no dramatization 


or emotionalizing of the war’ ove! 
Columbia’s stations. 

Meantime Radio Division of the 
British War Relief Society has ar- 
ranged for transmission of a half- 
hour show over Mutual, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. and the BBC. for 
April 27, at 11:30 a. m., entitled 
‘Young America Wants to Help.’ 

Station WRU1, Boston, will record 
the program and shortwave it to 
Great Britain and the continent at 
1 p.m. same day. Broadcast has been 


| timed to hit British radio audiences 


in their air raid shelters. ; 

‘Young American Wants to Help 
wil] originate at WOR studios, New 
York, with Chicago and Hollywood 
cutting in to present Helen Hayes. 
Judy Garland, Gertrude Lawrence 
the Yale University Glee Club 
Mayor LaGuardia will introduce the 
Youth Orchestra of New York Cit: 
High School of Music and Art 


ic 
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Col. W. de Basil’s Original Ballet | 
Russe, stranded in Havana since a | 
strike resulted in cancellation of its | 
scheduled South American tour | 
three weeks ago, is preparing to bail | 
its way oul next week. Plans are 
being perfected for a series of five 
to seven performances under spon- 
sorship of the Cuban government. 
proceeds of which will provide coin 
for return to the United States. 

What was back of the strike of 18 
members of the company and the 
resultant abortive end to the tour is | 


lost in a welter of charges and| 
counter-charges fiying back and 
forth between de Basil and Sol 
Hurok, impresario for the 20-week 


hegira which was to have ended in | 
mid-August. 
American Guild of Musical Artists, | 
which has a pact with de Basil | 
covering Wages and working condi- | 
tions of the dancers within confines 
of U.S. and Canada, officially de- 
(Continued on page 20) j 


Ed Sulivan hale | 
To Recoup ‘Heat’ Coin 
In 12 Vaude Week 


‘Crazy With the Heat’ winds up at | 
the 44th Street, N. Y., Saturday (19), | 
at which time it will have played | 
approximately 11 weeks, a surpris- | 
ing stay in light of the fact that the | 
revue was yanked after playing a| 
week and a half, then relighted when 
Fd Sullivan, the News colmunist, and 
a group took it over. ‘Heat,’ con-| 
densed into a vaudeville unit, opens 
at Loew's State on Broadway, | 
April 24, having been booked for 
12 weeks in vaudfilm spots. | 

Business for ‘Heat’ was consider- 
ably affected last week, as was true | 
of most other shows on the list, and 
operated in the red. Understood the | 
revue had but one other losing week 
under Sullivan. It's expected that 
the vaude bookings will more than | 
earn back the money invested by the 
Colmunist and associates. 

Ed Lenihan, who represented Sul- 
livan with the show, will be man- 
ager of the unit, which will be| 
headed by Willie Howard but minus 
Luella Gear and Tip, Tap and Toe | 
in the variety houses. | 


GLORIA SWANSON ENDS — 
SEVEN-YEAR FILM FAST 


Mollyweed, April 15. 
Gloria Swanson returns to the | 
films after an absence of seven years | 
in a featured role in ‘Father Takes | 
a Wife’ at RKO 
Picture is directed by Jack Hively 
and produced by Cliff Reid, 





S 





| 








Cuban Gov't Sponsors Benefit 
For Stranded de Basil Ballet 





against 


| fits 


| Danielle Darrieux Asks 


Divorce From Decoin 
March 15. 
French film 


Cannes, 

Danielle Darrieux, the 

actress, has filed suit for divorcee 

Henri Decoin, the French 
film director, writer and producer. 

Decoin would continue as 

Darrieux’s manager, 


Film Biz Tops All Others; 


Raises $1,000,000 In 
9 Mos. for Charities 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Film business led all American in- | 
dustries in charity with a total 
$1,014,450 for.the last nine months, 


ment by Samuel Goldwyn, chairman 
|of the Permanent Charities tase rel 


Community Chest and $104,833 for 
Greek War Relief. 

Other members of the committee 
a E. J. Mannix, Y. Frank Freeman, 

Harry M. Warner, William Goetz, 
David O. Selznick, Edward Arnold 
and Leslie Mason. 

Greeks’ $1,000,000 

The Greek War Relief looks to a 
$1,000,000 net yield from the Spyros 
Skouras-chairmaned series of bene- 
from ccast-to-coast, all from 
show biz sources. 


SCREEN GUILD FINALES; 
IT’S NO GO ON GARBO 


Hollywood, April 15 
Curtain will be lowered Sun 
(20) on-the seasonal finale of Gulf’s 
Screen Guild Theatre. Melvyn 
Douglas and Joan Blondell sign off 
the series with ‘Hired Wife.’ 
Efforts of talent bookers 
show to lure Greta Garbo 
| gratis appearance for the Relief 
Fund proved unavailing when the 
Swedish star begged off because of 
mike fright. 


day 


on the 
into a 





Martha Raye’s 3d 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Martha Raye, on arriv 


terday (Monday), said she planned 
to marry Neal Lang, Florida hotel 
manager, soon after her divorce 


from Dave Rose becomes final. 

Comedienne was merried to Buddy 
| Westmore, film makeup man, before 
| her marriage to Rose, di- 
rector. She divorced Rose May 17, 
1940. 


if music 





Miss | 


| son’s pictures 


| 


of | 


| it was disclosed in an official state- | 


tee. In that period the committe 
| has obtained donations of $440,000 
| for the Red Cross, $469,617 for the | 





—_ + 
| 
Product Lineup ata Glance 
(Herewith is the complete summary of the 1940-41 achieve- 
ments of the majors, together with an estimated compilation 
of pictures completed and already filming for the new 1941-42 
season): 
1941-42 
Total Com- Re- Yet Com- Shoot- 
COLUMBIA Sold pleted leased Filming toGo pleted ing 
Westies .icacee 4 2s 1 OO esl + | 5 “2 | - 464 me | ‘“ 
Westerns .... 16 60;10 40; 19 39) .. 5; 6 15 | ae re 
METRO .......... 44 | 36 mas Ww 2 2 he 
MONOGRAM | | 
Features ...... — eo. a eo Coe a Bere | ee | 
Westerns ....... 16 42/10 29/10 29/ 1 1/ 5 12] .. | .. | 
PARAMOUNT ... 45 40/ .. 29 2/.. 3/ 38 | 6 | 
RKO | | 
Weatures ...0086 psc tee: in ae oo ee aes ae ee ee 
Tirn Molt .....6 6 52; 5 46; 5 31 Si EF <8 =e aI 
REPUBLIC | | 
Features ....... BO. ssl os «2 | ee. ; exh ae oe |, € oo | 
Westerns ....... 30 SBi.. 42] .. 3) 1 Bieoe 14] we | of | 
20TH-FOX ..... =» Bl ece Bice Bi ee | os 1 
UNITED ARTISTS | 
(5 cancelled)... .. 22] .. 17| .. 16) estes os | 2- } es 
UNIVERSAL .... 59|.. 50/.. 38]. 2}... 7/| § | 2 
WARNERS ...... .. 50|.. 50} .. 32).. 6].. | aoe o 
oe oes | aw ome aan | — — eax on au 
Grand Total.... .. 484| .. 397|.. 314 | 34 | 55 | il | 17 


1940-41 PROD. WINDING UP 








] (lf AL PLY Hearst Papers Anti- Citizen Kane’ 


ALREADY MADE 


—__— 


Product in Anticipation of | 
Consent Decree’s Package- 


of-5 Selling 





SETTING BLOCKS 





Hollywood, April 15. 
Major studios, with a total of 484 


| features promised for release at the 


start of the current season, have 
virtually cleaned up their slates of 
1940-41 production, and mostly have 
started on the new season’s crop of 
pictures. 

While a few of the lots still have 
some weeks to go in the matter of 
filming, a number of the producers 
have completed their present sea- 
son’s obligations, and are speeding 
production, due, principally, to a de- 


sire to have a good crop of features | 


on hand when the new selling sea- 





| 
| 


son, the first under the Government | 


consent decree, gets under way. 

Of the 484 feature films promised 
by distributors at the start 
current season, a survey reveals that 
361 have been completed, in addition 
to 36 by Metro. Pictures now before 
the cameras and in the cutting rooms 
at Metro will more than provide for 
the company’s minimum _ season 
promise of 44 on the current slate. 
Maximum promised was 52. 

Cleanup is in many respects the 
earliest on record and already the 
film vaults are commencing to bulge 
with features for the 1941-42 slate, 


of the | 


and with a host of others already in | 


production. 

Universal with five of its new sea- 
completed, leads the 
(Continued on page 25) 


12 MORE U PIX 
FINALE ITS 
40-41 SKED 





Well ahead of any previous year 
on its production schedule, Universal 
has only 12 more films to make to 


|complete its commitment of 59 fea- 
| tures and actions and four serials for 


| 1940-41. 
studio 


within a month 
for 


In addition, 
will have four pictures 
next season in the cans, 
the 1941-42 serials, 


'on the shelf awaiting release. 


| 


el here yes- | 


Production speed-up is part of a 


| Metro’s 


| 


Virtually All Majors Are) 
Tackling Next Season's | 


Gripe Takes It 


Out on Welles-CBS 





On Hearst’s Station 


‘Milwaukee, April 15. 
William Randolph Hearst's 
policy, anent squawks in his 
New York and Los Angeles pa- 
pers about the Free Company 
broadcasts on CBS, seems to be 
not to let the left hand know 

what the right hand is doing. 
Publisher’s station here, WISN, 
a CBS affiliate, has carried all 
the Free Company broadcasts, 
including ihat of Orson Welles, 
to which there was apparently 
particular Hearstian objection. 


Marx Bros. Cal! Quits 
On Pix; Each to Go 


His Separate Way 











By JACK JUNGMEYER 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Bros. are. telling it all 
town how  they’re 
through with pictures—no kiddin’. 
When they wash up their current 
Metro, 
they’re going to pull out of the flick- 


The Marx 


around the 


chore at 


ers and spend the rest of their show- 
men’s days doing what they’ve been 
hankering to do for 

fe 
going to write 


secretly during 


Groucho is 
first off, 


system 


the past Ww 


years. 
a play, and 
that’s out of 
going to sort of fool around 
radio writing and speaking. 


when his he’s 
with | 


Harpo 


‘Bargain Basement,’ | 


With RKO committed to 
Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ 
the squawks of William 
Hearst's execs, Hearst papers from 
coast to coast put the vendetta on 
the 25-year-old producer this week. 
They steamed up American Legion 
officials to call Welles ‘Red’ and ‘Un- 
American.’ 

Not to make the campaign 
obviotsly Welles-baiting, it 
cloaked behind a general hue 
cry by the Legionnaires that 
Columbia Broadcasting System and 
the Free Company, writer-actor 
group of which Welles is a member, 
are co-culprits. Welies did a show 
on the Free Company’s weekly CBS 
period April 6 labeled ‘His Honor 
the Mayor,’ which the Legion termed 
‘particularly subversive.’ 

Whether by coincidence or not, 
Kenneth Hunter, reporter on 
Hearst’s N. Y. Journal-American, is 
also publicity chief for the Legion. 
‘He denied yesterday (Tuesday) 
playing more than an indirect part 
in the J-A_ stories Monday and 
yesterday casting the Legion officials 


, 
4 
| 
| 

release 


despite 
Randolph 


too 
was 
and 
the 





‘in roles of Hearst stooges. Jerry 
| Karpf, J-A managing editor, denied 
| knowledge of Hunter's dual job- 
| holding, but both Hunter and the 
| Legion readily admitted it. 

| Hunter declared that any undue 
emphasis placed on Welles (he’s 
| mentioned betore either the Free 


Company or CBS in the J-A stories), 
was entirely the Journal-American’s 
(Continued on page 52) 


LEDERER WITH CANOVA 


IN ‘PUDDIN’ HEAD’ 


will stick hand in weskit and do his 


stuff across 
stuff. Chico wants to 
baton over a swing band. 

These Marxian yens coincide with 
disinclination to set up a 
new deal for the comic trio, and 
their own unwillingne:s at the mo- 
ment to make any new picture com- 
mitments. They were under con- 


|} tract at Metro to make three, and 


| ‘Basement,’ 


plus one of | 
which is already 


general plan at Universal since the 
present management took over. Prez 
Nate Blumberg each year has spurred 
the studio toward getting furthe! 
ahead on ~ coming season’s pro 
gram. In idition, U is anxious to 
have as many films completed as 
possible for beginning of the selling 
season, since it is not subject to the 
consent decree and may offer its 
entire lineup in advance. 

Of the 12 films to be made to wind 
up the current season's’ output, two 
are due from Frank Lloyd. He has 


delivered only one of three he is 


skedded for. Four of the 12 to be 
finished are now in production or 
preparation. 


U's 1940-41 output will comprise 
42 features (including ‘The Fugitive,’ 
English-made acquired for distribu- 
three Frank 


‘tion in this country), 

Lloyds, seven Arlen-Devines, seven 
Johnny Mack Browns and four se- 
rials. 

Program for next season hasn't 
been announced yet. It has been 
learned, however, that there will 
again be 14 in the action group. 


Richard Arlen will be dropped from 
them and will be replaced by Dick 
Foran and Leo Carrillo, aided by Ar- 


len’s pard, Andy Devine. There will 
be seven in that group and seven 
| Johnny Mack Browns, 


currently in work, 
cludes that deal. 

The boys seriously proclaim that 
they are fed up with films. Groucho, 
talking with a dead pan, says it’s 
merely a matter of beating the pub- 
lic to the punch—this proposed re- 


con- 


tirement from the screen. Chico and | 


Harpo shrug concurrence. Ennui 


hangs heavily upon them—and some- | 


thing of the same, the Marxes say, 
hangs upon the public to which they 
used to appeal with more wham than 
presently. 

Proposed split-up of the brothers 


(Continued on page 21) 


HARRIS, KAUFMAN, 
PEMBERTON ON MEND 


} 
e 


“ore favorable reports concerning 
Broadwayites who are ill were made 
over the weekend. Sam H. Harris. 
who was operated on at West Palm 
Beach la month, is able to walk 
about and will return to New York 
ome time in Ma Harry Kaufman, 
who was Rendle de on for an inter- 
nal obstruction, is reported much 
improved at the New York hos- 


pital. 

Harry Fleishman, general manager 
for Gilbert Miller, under treat- 
ment for skin irritation et the 
Medical Arts Hospital, N. Y. It 
the second time he has been hos- 
pitalized for the same complaint. 
Victor Mature, forced out of ‘Lady in 


is 
a 


1s 


the Dark,’ Alvin, underwent an ap- 
pendectomy at Doctors Hospital last 
week, his condition being satisfac- 
tory. He wes replaced by Edward 
Trevor. 

Brock Pemberton, who was treated 
at home fer incipient pneumonia, is 
due back in his office this week. 
| Dixie French, general manager for 
John Golden, is back on the job 
after taking injections for a glandu- 
lal ymplaint, 


the footlights—serious | 
wave the | 


Hollywood, Apel 15. 
Francis Lederer is hooked up with 

Judy Canova in Republic’s high- 
budget picture, ‘Puddin’ Head.’ Film 
is slated as one of next year’s big 
money productions, with an appro- 
priation of $750,000. 

Filming starts April 21, with Joe 
Santley directing, Albert J. Cohen 
producing and Slim Summerville, 
| Alma Kruger and Eddie Foy, Jr., in 
| featured spots. 
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‘Would Joe Schenck Deliberately 
Defraud His Gov t? —That's the Main 


Issue Says Corbin in His Summation 


ee ' 





By EDWARD SMITH | One Full Career 
Declaring that the entire issue is, | epee 
"Wheat kind of a man is Joseph| : : 
Schenck—a fraud and cheat as the} Holly wood, April 15. 
ow : eter ef Edward Sedgwick celebrated 
Government would have you believe, : as 
his 28th vear in the film busi- 


or efine upstanding citizen?’, defense 
counsel Harold H. Corbin yesterday 
(Tuesday) threw all his forces into 
the ninth inning of his summation be- 


ness by signing a director con- 
tract with Metro. 

He was formerly a director on 
the same lot. 








fore the jury in the Joseph M.! . a 
Schenck-Joseph H. Moskowitz tax 

trial. Corbin went down the line, Sch k’ R 

taking up every charge brought enc $ equest 


forth by the Government, now in a 
whisper, then modulated tone, | 
finally thundering forth his attack | 
of U. S. charges of ‘deliberate con- 
spiracy defraud and cheat the | 


Postnones 20th-Fox 
Meeting ‘Ti! May 15 


stockholders 


in a 


to 
Government. {Government charges 
tax evasion of $412,000 on Schenck’s 


f incor ars 1935, 
$2,090,000 income for the years 20th-Fox yesterday (Tuesday) 


1936 and 1937.) 
| postponed May 15 by a 


In the beginning, the attorney | eA 
pointed out that if what he said does | majority of shareholders present or 


not jibe with the evidence or the by proxy. Session was ready to get 
court's charges the jury was tO! under way when Sidney R. Kent, 
ignore it. ‘Yours is the sole respon- , . sale : 
sinitity’ ‘be anld soltiy, te decide | °° a OO Seeman of The mosting, | 

es ya | entertained a motion to adjourn un- 
whether my cuents ere Rane mee | til the May date when it was stated | 
ee | that Joseph M. Schenck wanted his | 
: ec = = N.Y fed 1 ; matter settled before voting on new 
_ ing edbrec : oe eee “| directors. Schenck was one of the 

Corbin pointed out that the burden | 12 directors nominated to come up 
of the proof was on the Government, for election yesterday. Others pres- 
and that it must prove a man guilty | ent held the same view. 


beyond a reasonable doubt before a While not mentioned specifically, 
| jt was obvious that ‘his matter’ re- 


conviction may follow. He declared 

hat a defendant does not have to ; 5 

; ~~ A eer ~ ' \ ie saaiee eeil ferred to Schenck’s present trial by 

c } sianc II Ss / : . . ~ 7 

axe © 'su ’| the Government for alleged income 
tax evasion. Only one dissenting 


and raising his voice to a shout, he 

jad age ee ae elas ee voice was raised at the sudden ad- 
ss Pd re 2 : es journment until later. Minor stock- 
stand?’ By so doing, Corbin warned, holder asked why the postponement 
the jury would be violating the Con- but failed to outline her grievances | 
stitutional rights of Schenck. Then | pecause the session was sdleurned | 
the aitorney pointed out the differ-| sjmost as soon as it had been called 
ence between the U. S. and 2 dicta- | to order. 
torship, declaring that only here and 


Annual meeting of 
was 


until 





| 
| 
| 


Voting tellers revealed that a total 


in England can a man be judged | . 
without prejudices by his fellow ee meres of ota ger e.- 
man, and not influenced by the 3 represented in person at the 


meeting) and 802,251 shares of pre- 

= : ferred (only 10 in person) were rep- 
Correa (U.S. prosecuting attorney | resented at yesterday's or 

Mathias H. Correa] scia What kind | more than a majority and also more 

of <« man is Schenck, and what kind | than a quorum. 

of a men is Moskowitz? You heard | 


charges of the state. 


session, 


HOLLYWOODIANS MOVE 


TO FT. MONMOUTH, N.J. 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., April 15. 

U. S. Signal Corps Training Film 
unit here is fast taking on a Holly- 
complexion. Arrival of four | 
more draftees the Coast last ! 
week, including Jason H. Bernie, son 
of bend leader Ben Bernie, makes 
a contingent of 14 here from major 
Most of them are film cut- 


wood 
from 


studios, 
ters. 
Albie Shaff, 


the 


Newcomers include 
who last served as a 
Dr. Christian’ series 
phens-Lang unit at 
Coen. who wrote the original, | 
‘Royal. Mail,’ recently sold to Co- 
lumbia, and Harry Redmond, special 
effects men at Warner Bros. Young 
Bernie was an assistant cutter at | 
Universal. 


cutter on 
for the Ste- 
RKO; Frank 


Previous arrivals were Lee T. 
Sholem, assistant director at Para- 
mount: Mel Grau, animator for Walt 
Disney; Marshall Neilan, Jr., cutter 
for Metro; Harry Kreider, cutter for 
Paramount News; William Bloom, of 
Columbia scenario department; Ed 
Selwyn, cutter for Pete Smith, and 
William H. Reynolds, cutter for Wal- 
ter Wanger and Paramount. 

Three newsreel 
mentary camereman recently called 
to service are also in the Signal 
Corps. They are Irving Smith, who 
was the Universal lenser in Bos- 


ton: Lieut. Arthur Gaskill, News of | 
the Day rep in Boston, and Major | 


James B. Buchanan, Par lenser in 


| Atlanta. Former documentzry shoot- 


er is Robert Churchill. 


PROBABLY ONE 
NATL 20TH 
CONY. 





There probably will be only one 
large sales convention for 20th-Fox 
this year, instead of several re- 
gionals, and it likely will be held 
in Chicago, Sidney R. Kent, presi- 
dent, stated yesterday 
He returned this week from Florida, 


| where he had been for about two 








and. one docu- | 


(Tuesday ). 


— 


Wallowing in Wealth’ Hollywood 
Crack Keynotes New Wisc. Tax Bill 








— 
A Hunk of Title | Madison, Apri] 15. 
athe tte. Repercussions of the Gove: nment's 
Tough one for exhibs with iM evasion charges zgainst Joseph 


M. Schenck were heard in Wiscon. 
sin’s legislative halls here Thursday 
(10) when State Senator Anthony 
Gawronski, of Milwaukee, declared 
that picture producers were ‘fairly 
wallowing in wealth end could easily 
pay additional taxes without ever 
noticing it... Gawronski was speaking 
for the imposition of a 50c per ree} 
tax on all motion picture films, as 
proposed in a bill sponsored by State 
Senator Tzylor Brown, of Oshkosh 
and which theatre men from a]! parts 
of the state were present to oppace. 
‘When these picture producers can 
own million dollar yachts, play poker 
for thousands of dollars in stakes 
toss $500 bouquets in such pro- 
fusion that they can't remember who 


short marquees is a film title to 
which Warner Bros. last week 

staked a claim. 

It's ‘The Strange Love Tragedy 
the Rich Widow of Devil's 

Isle.’ Story is by Nicol Smith. 


of 








Prinz to Direct-Prod. 
50-Minute Musicals | 
For Hal Roach (UA) 


Hollywood, April 15. 


Hal Roach signed LeRoy Prinz to 
produce and direct e series of 





streamlined musicals in keeping with | they sent them to,’ said the Mi). 
his plan to release 50-minute fea- | weukee legislator, ‘they can easily 
‘tures to take the place of the sec- | afford to pay this little tax. Look at 
ond half of dua! programs. |the salaries these picture men are 


Dance director, at Paramount for | Setting, the fabulous salaries they 
12 years, checks in at the Roach stu- | Pay to actors, the way they spend 
dio when he finishes work on his | money like water. Don't tell me they 
present job, ‘Aloma of the South | are unable to pzy the slight fees pros 
Seas.’ | posed in the Brown bill.’ 

—_ Brown, too, told the hearing his 
Compromise Deal 'plan would hit an industry well forti- 

Hal Roach and United Artists have fied with cash. 
come to a compromise agreement on, ‘It will raise at least $100,000 a 
|Roach’s plan to turn out what he, year for Wisconsin,’ he said, ‘and it 
‘terms ‘streamlined features’ for next| Will be no hardship on the theatres 
season.. Instead of the four-reelers | because it will be taken out of the 

or thereabouts, which Roach was wealthy syndicates that can well af- 
planning, the films will run closer | ford to pay.’ 

to five and one-half reels, or around | Would Hit Exhibs 

50 minutes. And instead of the 20] Ls. Cl ‘ ; 
subjects the producer wanted to} aes aueaniier sd legal 
make, he’ll turn out only five. the Fox Wisconsin theatres, p 
| Response to the five pix may bring exhibitor contracts 

'UA around to agreeing to Roach’s the clause that says the exhibitor 
original plan or may end the idea | #8™€€S to meke good to the distribu. 
altogether, the group of films being | f°" any tax placed on the business, 
frankly experimental Producer | The average theatre exhibits 20 to 
started active preparation on them 24 reels for each pro said 

Monday (14). First two will be clemons, ‘for which some pay $10 or 

‘Niagara Falls,’ which Roach origin- $15, and this bill will increase the 

ally announced as one of his full- | COSt 50%. This bill does not reach 
length productions for 1940-41, and | the alleged source of wea et all, 

‘Tanks a Million. which he had|/t will simply put some theatres out 

mentioned as a possibility for an-|0f business, if passed.’ 

other full-lengther for this season. F. J. MeWilliams, 





for 
oduced 
ting 


counsel 


as a reply, « 


Ith 


who operates 


Added to the Roach staff have|two theatres in Portage, said the 
been Paul Gerard Smith, who'll | proposed bill would cost him $1,872 
serve as story chief, and Jess|a year, and that houses in the north- 





from others what kind of a man or |  —_—a | weeks attempting to recover from | Moffatt and Eugene Conrad, writers.| west part of the state could escape 
what kind of men they are. I chal- METR 1G ¢ ? an attack of pleurisy. _ ee ee | the tex by buying in Minneapolis, 
lenged Correa at the outset to find | 0’S BILLY BEATS . Kent said that decision on the ’ |while those in the southe: part 
one man from coast to coast who| ? 20th-Fox convention and site un- KANE DETAILS 20TH’S could accomplish the same purpose 
could sfy cne word against either of | HUGHES T0 THE TAPE doubtedly will be made at a con- by buying in Chicago. Thus the pro- 
them. Hzs he brought enyone in to ference of company officials on the | ENGLISH PIX SCHEDULE posed tax would be discriminatory, 
gay anything? No.’ eeaeatna Coast next month. He plans going and would probably wreck some of 
Reviews Chaplin Testimony Hollywood, April 15. He Hollywood Rp had the ad- ees 'the Milwaukee exchanges 

The attorney then reviewed the Metro is lending Howard Hughes is held May 15, a ee a Twentieth Century-Fox will make | ‘Who gets the money in the picture 
testimony of Charles Chaplin, and | by ° — oe seneree eg they gallop hind as ‘. Alig es ABs pa lin three pictures in England this year business?’, asked Senator Yo of 
reminded the jury of the actor-pro- | {own ll gratin in me filming of 20th-Fox plans for the 1941-42 pro- at a cost of $500,000 each to cover | Milwaukee. 2n i i 
ducer’s statements that Schenck was the out ww Sere of Billy the Kid asant iiae te ‘ok 1) wend | quota requirements, Robert T. Kane, | . [he producers,’ replied cWil- 
a ‘man we respected and trusted’: Out Culver City way they have not ned i ; = tak a would D€ former head of the 20th-Fox Eng- liams. 
the testimony of Phil Gibson, Chief | OMY, corralled the title, ‘Billy the gauged by the available funds. lish company stated in N. Y., prior | Steven Thomas, head of the stcte 
Jusiice of the Supreme Court of Kid.’ but are ready to release the ae et ae to returning to California. Kane Projectionist and stagehand unions, 
Californis. ‘wha has an elective | Dicture June 6 was questioned after his testimony | also spoke against the bill, as did 
office for life. and is not influenced| The Hughes version, titled ‘The CLEAR HARRY HARRIS on behalf of Joseph M. Schenck in Paul Langenheinrich and other Mil- 
by anything. Would he testify for a | Outlaw,’ but dealing with the same the Federal court. waukeeans, including A. D. Kvool, of 
erook and a cheat?’ kid, is still in the editing stege and OF DRUNKEN DRIVING | The three pictures will be ‘Pitt the Warner-Saxe chain; Harry Perle- 

Will Hays. Dr. Attilio H. Giannini is practically left at the post. The | ithe Younger.’ with Robert Donat; ' witz, business manager of the Inde- 
and James A. Farley were also dis- | Culver City entry is taking advan- | ws | ‘Paddy the Next Best Thing’ and | pendent Theatre Owners’ Protective 
cussed. and the attorney then de- tage of its early s‘art with a heavy Pittsburgh, April 15. Spitfire. Maurice Ostrer will su- | Association of Wisconsin and Upper 
manded of the jury: ‘Is it in these | Oder for Technicolor prints. Jury in criminal court acquitted PETv'se production, and Edward | Michigan; Herman Seide, Wisconsin 
witnesses, al] prominent people, to Robert Taylor hops from one mus- | Harry Harris, of theatre-owning Black will De production manager. | State Federation of Labor and Mar- 
close their eyes to facts? They knew tang to another after climbing out | family of same name, on charges of Kane’s own production schedule | shall Friedrich, Milwaukee Federzted 
and know Schenck Vould they all of the ‘Billy the Kid’ saddle. Next|drunken driving here lest week. | ‘" Hollywood calls for five pictures, | Trades Council. 
li. about him? The court will tell rie oder: ‘The Saga of the American | Harris testified that what seemed like these being ‘Blood and Sand,’ with Senate took the whole reel tax 
you that on the testimony of charac- pn gad a story by Will James, ar- | drunkenness to officer who arrested a, bed —_ Sal,’ with Alice | matter under advisement, but some 
ter witnesses alone you may throw st and scribe who has checked him couple of months ago was dizzi- yaa Law and Order, Ine Light exhibs regard the outlook pessi- 
out all evidence and decide a man —s Metro to help with the mate-| ness from anaesthesia administered |” eart and ‘Man From Brazil. mistically as the s@nate committee 
cznnot be a fraud and a cheat. I’m |°°*" by a dentist who had pulled two handling it is headed by Sen. Mil- 
not asiiing you to do this, but con- teeth for him short time before that G bi M k US ° ton J. Murray, of Milwaukee who 

ie t} 1h ‘ >] ow 1 y¢ r Al a At . ] r . ri4 - } f 
ars A pe a gy Aye po Stanwyck’s 3 for Col. el gg et Rh peste te a in to a e side Film retreated oo. hi d : Boe 
be trustec Hollywood, April 15 tes timony. ' ie 7 Bo ’ R b t S nh a Bam po sina ie “ , i nd 
k sc ashore nie heap Boces ootand gt Columbia has signed Barbara Harris, brother of John H. Harris W in 0 er son tory defeated Vins _— 

owitz, revicwing the statements of Stanwyck to a three-year contract | nationz] head of Variety Clubs, is = giaken . 
Irving Be rlin, John Golden, Gene calling for wo pictures annually. former husband of Jane Thurston, Hollywood, April 15. | 
Fowler, Cant. Dennis F. O’Brien and First Stanwyck production sched- late Howard Thurston's daughter Jean Gabin, French scr star PAY SPOT 
Metin € uicley. uled is ‘Doctor's Husband.’ Henry | They were divorced several ‘years about Aegina tty ‘4 Psy ged NE GETS TOP Wh 

“A ee n who works for 20 years Fonda slated to play opposite. ago. ie ‘emstibe’ « saiaaladhads — 
with others building up a reputation ! |. l lee ba’ chi OPPOSITE COLBERT 
ie tees ae Bi A ig poe et ae who live by bait fishing. | 
discard it overnicht. 1 won't be- | : nig Robertson, veteran film a 
lieve that these men could become i. liga — Moontide,’ which has | Hollywood. April 15 

; been on recent best-seller lists. | ; male 


freuds and cheats in one year after 
2) years and more of outstanding | 
citizenship. 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





‘Has the Government pictured Joe 
Schenck in his true light to you? J] 
think not. Take a look at the board 
of directors of his company, or its 
personnel: at production plant. 
Schenck could not have been the 
builder of this company and of this 
industry if he did not heve some- | 
thing. He is a great business man | 
and a great organizer. The whole 
mation knows that. 

‘He wouldn't end couldn't stoop to 


Argentine production 


French film-making 


sr pS, ee Ee Rs nieces ox nnes 
Radio Reviews: ‘Hollywood Shovy 

Allen, Lionel Stander, Henry H 
AGVA 


‘Tink’ Humphries dies.. 


Broadway b.o 


upbeat. 





(Continued on page 23) | 
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John Payne draws the top 
spot in ‘Remember the Day’ @t 20th- 
Fox, playing opposite Claudette Col- 


| Robertson may also play in the 20th- 
Fox pic. 
John O'Hara {is doing the screen- 


ay _ bert, wl orrowed from 

play for Mark Hellinger, producer, . 10 has been borr¢ 

| Film rights were bought for Paramount. . 
Chore starts when actor finishes 


$11,000. 


Thornton Ex-Small 


Hollywood, April 15. | 
C. W. Thornton, executive business | 


his current job in ‘Sun Vzelle) 


JACKMAN HEADS LENSERS 
Hollywood. April 15._ 
Fred Jackman was elected presi- 





manager for Edward Small Produc- dent of the American Society of 
tions the past three years, has re- Cinematographers. Other officers: 
| signed. Arthur Edeson, George Fe'sey. Len 
| He was formerly treasurer of Smith, v.p.’s; A. L. Gilks, secretery- 








; General Service Studios for ERPI. treasurer, 
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$2,300,000 FROM AUSSIE 


Nathanson’s Increasing Wartime 
Duties May Cause Him to Bow 
Out of Famous Players-Canadian 








Possibility is that N. L. Nathanson, 
head of Famous Players-Canadian 
Corp., operating partner for Para- 
mount theatres in Canada, may re- 
linquish his post due to increasing 
activity in connection with British- 
Canadian war services. Nathanson, 
as vice-chairman of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., also acts as 
financial adviser for the govern- 
ment’s radio net. 

Whether Nathanson will find it es- 
sential to give up Par theatre op- 
eration for duration in order to de- 
vote most of his time to various war 
services, is not yet definite. It is 
understood, however, that renewal 
of operating agreement with Para- 
mount, which comes up in July, is 
by no means a certainty. 

Discussions on new contract are 
reported under way and anything 
can happen. With the war question 
uppermost at the present time in 
Canada, however, Nathanson may 
choose to limit himself to operation 
of his own exchanges in Canada. He 
also has various theatre interests of 
his own in the Dominion, not asso- 
ciated with Paramount. 

Rumors that the 
crowd was putting out feelers 
Nathanson are pretty weil 
counted. Neither is there any like- 
lihood that Nathanson will 


+ 
vv 





Sensitive—Very 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Many Hollywood readers of 
Time magazine ordered their 
subscriptions canceled es con- 
crete evidence of resentment to 
publication of Hitler’s phiz on 
front cover in the current issue. 
Criticism of choice for the 
cover was heard in all studios. 





(Time mag made clear its rea- 
son for the Nazi man’s news- 
worth.—Ed.) 








Aid for Good Will Plan 





Loew-Metro | 
to | 
dis- | 


Urged in Buenos Aires 
As Boon to Local Films 


Buenos Aires, April 15. 


Move to form Argentine film com- 
mittee, to cooperate with the Nelson 
Rockefeller groups using picts in de- 
velopment of inter-American good- 
will, is now being studied here. 
Local trade press, headed by bi- 


| monthly Cine-Prensa, is urging local 


become | 


actively associated with new theatre | 


circuit recently set with 


Paul, as head. 
Par Attorney’s Visit 


Austin Keough, praned to Toronto 
last week but presumably pending 
contract negotiations were not dis- 
cussed since Nathanson was in Ot- 
tawa at that time. 

Question of Nathanson’s continu- 
ing as Paramount operating head in 
Canada is not closed as yet. Prob- 
lems which have reportedly arisen 
may be ironed out prior to termina- 
tion of current contract in July. 
Paramount chain in Canada 
braces approximately 
with about 75 more linked by part- 
1ership-operators. Though Para- 
mount has controlling interest in 
common stock, much of the common 
is held in Canada in addition to $5,- 
500,000 in bonds. 


up son, 


Single Control 
Ottawa, April 15. 

British authorities will shortly set 
up single distributing film control 
agency in Canada to handle govern- 
ment documentary and full length 
films. English films have heretofore 
been distributed through various ex- 
changes on individual deals. More 
extensive plans, leading to coordina- 
tion of production and distribution 
of all films in England under single 


eme- | 


producers to take advantage of for- 
mation of Hollywood and New York 


groups not only to further Pan- 


| American relations but to extend the 


market for Buenos Aires-made films. 


Producers here are being urged to | 


get together and establish a definite 
program using U. S. technical and 
material help. It’s pointed out that 
such a move would not only im- 
prove local production but improve 


| distribution chances of Argentine 
| films in view of the cooperation 


| 
| 


| 


175 theatres | 


| 
| 


control, are also reported under dis- | 


cussion, 

N. L. Nathanson, head of Famous 
Players-Canadian Corp., has been 
mentioned as likely to take charge 
of distribution on this continent. He 
may also work closely with British 
coordinator on production and dis- 
tribution of all films if move to- 
wards centralization:of industry in 
England for the duration of the war 
is carried out. 


MARINE CORPS DUTIES 


HALT ROOSEVELT PROD. 


Hollywood, April 15. 

‘ Capt. James Roosevelt's service in 
the Marine Corps prevents him from 
Producing a picture, personally, for 
the United Artists program of 1941- 
42. He will be represented in one 
film in which Boris Morros is asso- 
Clated with Alfred Hitchcock, as 
Producer-director. Deal, which is 
Practically closed, involves the novel, 
‘Hunting Tower. [In New York, 
Morros states this is a very remote 
likelihood]. 

In case Roosevelt free from 
Merine service before the end of 
1841, he will deliver another picture 
to the UA program 


is 


| Players-Canadian 


which the Rockefeller group has al- 
ready secured from U. S. makers. 
Chances of formation of organi- 
zation not considered extremely 
good by many observers who feel 
producers here need someone from 
outside to stir them up _ before 
stepping into such a plan. Local 
producers organizations have so far 
made no move toward acceptance of 
editorial and other suggestions, and 


individual producers, while express- | 


ing interest, have been inclined to 
pass the do-something buck. Possi- 
bly, one or another of the trade 
papers may help set up a cooperative 
group as a promotion stunt. 


F. P-CANADIAN’S NET 
PROFIT, $1,012,270 


Montreal, April 15. 

Statement just issued by Famous 
Corp., Ltd., for 
1940 shows net profits of $1,012,270 
and after all deductions equal to 
$2.35 per share on common stock 
This compares with $889,723 or $2.09 
re outstanding in 1939. Shares 
totalled 430,F24 in 1940 and 424,524 
in 1939. Net profit for 1940 was the 
highest for any year since 1930. 

Revenue from 





per sha 


operations in- 


| creased to $2,624,246 during the year 


from $2,145,258. Other profits were 
added bringing the gross revenue to 


| $2,834,040 compared with $2.208,369 
|Taxes were $592,500 against $237,647 


in 1939. 

Consolidated balance sheet shows 
current assets of $2,805,368 and cur- 
rent liabilities of $857,389 leaving 
net working capital of $1,947,979 
compared with $1,753,976 the pre- 
vious year-end. 





Humberstone Draws New 


5-Yr. Pact at 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, April 15. 
As result of his direction of ‘Tall. 


Dark and Handsome,’ H. Bruce Hum- 


berstone drew a five-year contract 

as pilot at 20th-Fox. 
Currently he is busy on 
y,” Sonja Henie 


. > 7 


‘Sun Val- 


starring 


v + 








PIG PAGT GALLS 
FOR O006 Leo 


Curtailed Remittance by 
American Companies for 
Fiscal 1941-42 Year Is a 
Compromise Over Even 
Lesser Figure Originally 
Proposed — Yanks Had 
Asked for at Least 
$2,500,000 








Now Go to Work 


Hollywood, Apri! 15. 

Old Man Los Angeles River, 
usually a dry gulch, climbed up 
to Republic’s back door and was 
used for the first time in the 
studio’s history as a background 
for scenes in ‘Jungle Girl.’ 

Season’s rainfall in the valley 
is over 31 inches, the highest in 
50 years. 


SETUP IRKSOME 








The Australian government has 
notified the eight U. S. major dis- 
tributors that it will allow them to 
remit only $2,300,000 to the U. S. in 
the fiscal year ending March 1, 1942, 
or $800,000 less than in the original 
12-month frozen coin pact with the 
Aussies. The $3,100,000 which the 


Judge Davis, Kaufman 
Plead ‘Not Guilty’ In 
Wm. Fox Bribery Case 





U.S. Foreign Film Revenue Off 56%, 
From Year Ago Despite Advance In 
Some Markets; 58.5% Since War 


+ 


' 
| Despite considerable increases in 
revenue in lesser markets such ag 
China, the Philippines and Cuba. USS. 
film companies are obtaining about 
56% less revenue from foreign mar- 
kets than a year ago. Even a 10-20% 
upbeat in the smaller territories, rep- 
resenting 1% or less of foreign total, 
| isn’t considered sufficient to com- 
| pensate for losses elsewhere. 
Compared with business just be- 
fore the Germans marched into 
Czechoslovakia, distributors are re- 
ceiving about 585% less in NY. 
from foreign distribution. Even a 
10% improvement in Latin-Americas, 
as indicated by some companies, rep- 
resents about 142% pickup in foreign 
total. 

In the really great foreign b.o. ter- 
ritories of Great Britain, Australia 
and elsewhere in the British Empire, 








Philadelphia, April 15. 
Judge J. Warren Davis, retired | 
; member of the U. S. Circuit Court 


profit earned by U. S. distributors in| °f Appeals, yesterday (Mon.) 
a recent average year. pleaded not guilty to the charges 
Australia’s government, in sending | that he had rendered decisions 
word of this decision, ruled that allo- 
cations would be worked out among ; 
the eight companies as was done | ate, in return for a bribe. 
with the first frozen coin pact, 
The American distributors were | 
seeking as close to the old figure as | 
possible and had been asking at least | 
$2,500,000 when it appeared that the | 
Australians sought to emulate Great 
| Britain, which also trimmed the re- | 


(Continued on page 55) 


EVERYTHING UP 
BUT FILM BIZ 


Anzacs permitted American film 
companies to withdraw from Aus- 
tralia in the year ended last month 


was figured as being half of the 





in 
favor of William Fox, ex-film mag- 
Morgan 
S. Kaufman, Fox’s former lawver, 
also pleaded not guilty to conspiracy 
in the adjudication of bankruptcy 
proceedings in Fox’s $6,000,000 All- 
Continent Corp. Fox has already 
pleaded guilty. 

Date for the trial of Judge Davis 
and Kaufman was set for May 19 by 
U. S. District Judge Robert N. Pol- 
lard of the Eastern Virginia District. 
udge Pollard was assigned to the 
case by Chief Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Charles Evans Hughes when 
local Federal judges asked they be 
relieved from trying the case be- 
cause of their close association with 
Judge Davis, 

The Government claims that Fox) 
gave Judge Davis $12,500 and Kauf-| 
man gave the jurist an additional 
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IN ATLANTA unstated amount in return for pass- 
the Southeast, is definitely booming. HAMMOND MOVES UP 
training center has been completed | 
boests a tremendous military hos- | Len Hammond, former assistant to 
lines of biz—except motion pictures tures at 20th-Fox. 
ing in has been a puzzler. Lee} 


ing favorably on cases appealed to 
Atlanta, April 15. 

Nearby Fort McPherson is swelling | AS PRODU ‘ 

ULR AT 20TH 
and personnel is pouring in. Site of | 

pital. Factories are working over-| Kenneth Macgowan, has been upped 
—are prospering. | Films are ‘Man Hunt,’ ‘Belle Starr’ 
| Rogers, motion pic ed of Atlanta | Ki M G Di 
me an M-G Director | 





Judge Davis’ court. 
| This burg, known as Gate City of 
with troopers, huge naval aviation 
World War I’s 014 Camp Gordon now Hollywood, April 15 
time. Stores are crowded end olf] to associate producer on three pic- | 
Why the pic theatres are not cash- | and ‘The Golden Touch.’ 
Constitution, may have hit the nail 


on the head in his column of lest] 
Sunday (13). Here’s what he had to 
Say, in part: j Hollywood, April 15 
ree tae a _ : Metre anc irec ‘ontrac 
‘J. Nelson Kelly had been a pretty fetro handed a director contract 
‘ood provider durin? those depré to Herbert Kline, who piloted Johr 
Oo 1 proviaer auring nose se pres- 7 a vers 7 othe 
sion years Always he had managed Steinbeck's tale of Mexican life, ‘The 
pe ‘ iia gee Naat ng? Forgotten Village.’ 
to save out enough eacn week (to take ry 
tte , ites Kline has produced several fea- 
i Nancy to a picture show 5 ; 
y ture-length documentary films. i 
‘But, nowedays he comes home ae ‘v3 “4 
; ‘ : T cluding ‘Lights Out in Europe,’ ‘Re- 
’ re 11t ant ft? r ormerlyv here i : “ ’ 
more judlian nan I rmMel y é € turn to Life and ‘Crisie 
is more money in } pocket. Time 
are better and he wants to do some- - 
. ag ™ ; ‘Village’ Distrib Deal 
thing for Nancy, who has been a 


‘Forgotten Village’ has been pacted 
for world distribution by Arthur 
Mayer and Joe Burstyn in a deal 
with Pan-American Films. Narration 


|pretty good sport through the hard 
times herself, 

‘Get out that evening. dress, 
darling,’ he shouts joyously on com- P 
eypiyr ties seen Joy’ ag by Burgess Meredith was done in 
ing home. ‘We are going dining and 


: ; Hollywood. 
dancing tonight. 


BURT KELLY RESIGNS [Sr cues sy stasis 
AS PRODUCER AT U 


ture early in May to coincide with 
|the publication of John Steinbeck’s 
book of the same title, which is de- 

Hollywood, April 15. 
Burt Kelly has ended a three-year | 
| producer tenure at Universal, resign- 


scribed as a narrative adventure. 
ing to make another studio connec- 








FILMING GIBBONS’ LIFE 
Hollywood, April 15 

Ben Cohn plans to produce film 
based on career of Floyd Gibbons 





tion. Margaret McKay, story editor for 
| Kelly turned out a dozen pictures Cohn, goes to Boston with the sister 
at Universal. He was previously of the war correspondent to as- 
Iwith RKO ; Republic hle material ! 


| during war with 


frozen coin pacts and other restric- 
tions have cut deeply into American 
distributor profits remitted to this 
country. This money ultimately may 
be forthcoming to American distribu- 
tors, but just now it represents a 
66 2/3% dent in realizable profits in 
the two markets. Aside from Great 
Britain and Anzac territory (where 
about two-thirds of profits: are pres- 
ently frozen), foreign distribution 
revenue is 16.9% lower than at this 
time in 1940. 

Following are the markets lost 
since Hitler began his Scandinavian 
invasion and percentage of foreign 
revenue they represent: Norway, 6% 


Roumania, 9%; France and posses- 
sions, 10%; Hungary, 6%: Belgium, 
2.6%; Holland, 1.2%; Yugoslavia, 


4%; Greece, 5% 
Total, 16.9%, 


, and Germany, 1%. 


Lost the previous year: Czecho- 
slovakia, 1.6%; Poland, 9%. Total, 
2.5%. (Finland was temporarily lost 


Russia, but ship- 
ments now are going forward on 
limited scale.) 

Previously, U. S. distributors lost 
Italy’s market, representing about 
2.3% of foreign revenue. Japan, with 
its current business rated about 1.6%, 
represents a complete loss because 
not a cent is being remitted to U. S 
In addition to losses sustained in 
Great Britain because of coin freez- 
ing, American distribs are obtaining 
less from India on account of re- 
strictions on number of films dis- 
tributed. 


ATLAS’ (ODLUM) RKO 
INFLUENCE VIA STOCK 


Further indication that Atlas Corp. 
(Floyd Odlum) is going to have more 








|and more influence in the affairs of 


Redio-Keith-Orpheum is seen in pu 


| Chase of 17,631 shares of that corpor- 


ation’s common stock. revealed in 
Securities & Exchange Comm yn 
official tabulation of stock leals i! 
February. This gives Atlas 762.127 


hares of RKO common or more tnan 
a fourth of the 2.753.053 shares out 


standing on Jan. 1 this yeer. 

This admittedly heavy interest by 
one group in RKO, plus the pending 
option deal for Mike Meehan shares 
ef K-A-O preferred, further en- 
hances Odlum’s position with the 


parent corporation and the theatre 
section of the RKO setup. Atlas ob- 
tained about 9,000 K-A-O shares held 
by Meehan about three months ego 
with the option, expiring in 120 days, 
for the remainder of the 26,000 shares 
total held by the Meehan interests. 
If Atlas Corp. picks up all of the 
26,000 K-A-O preferred from the 


| Meehan group in the next 30 days, it 
| will 
| shares 
| would provide Odlum with sufficient 


hold of all 


in effect 


one-third 


This 


around 


cr tete ry 
outstanding. 


control to practicaily dominate oper- 


ations of the theatre subsid unless 

RKO later is able to make a deal 

bringing these shares back into the 

company treasury Even if this 
(Cc + ? ’ ’ 44) 
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Consent Seems to Influence Exhibs 
Settling Their Own Tiffs Privately 


Forrester’s ‘Folly’ May 
Be His First H’wood Pic 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Jack Forrester, former film pro- 
ducer in France who recently set up 
his own outfit here, has taken an op- 
‘tion on Louis Bromfield’s ‘McLeod's 





| Folly.’ 





In order to avoid costs of arbitra- | against 20th Century-Fox has been 
tion, ill will and the gamble on an | settled out of court, it was announced 
award that might be less desirable | here yesterday. The suit in which 
than had it been arranged privately,| Ellis accused the distributors of 
many exhibitors will get together | breach of contract was skedded to 
and iron out oppositional disputes! be tried yesterday (Mon.) in Com- 
among themselves, it is predicted in !mon Pleas Court. Terms of the 
consent decree circles. Already this | settlement were not disclosed. 
is indicated, while on the other side| Ellis alleged that Edgar Moss, lo- 
of the fence, the distributors, a ‘give- | cal exchange manager for 20th had 
and-take’ policy is asserting itself.| made a verbal agreement to supply 
The distribs are trying to be any-| him with product but that the agree- 
thing but tough, and in some caseS| ment was voided by the home of- 
readily admit that existing clearance | fice. The invalidation of the con- 
is not what it should be. Some runs | tract had caused ‘immeasurable loss’ 
are also being quickly granted. |to the value of his property and in- 

During the past week distribs | yestment, Ellis said. 
learned of a case in the midwest | 
where two exhibs in opposition to 
each other sat down to privately 
compromise on a question of clear- | 
ance, thus obviating the necessity of 
one or the other going to arbitra- 
tion. Result was that no complaint 
will be filed. 

While exhibs may settle their own 
oppositional disputes, thereby at the 
same time developing better good- 
will, it is pointed out by a distrib- 
utor that, where clearance or other | 
matters are importantly involved | 
from a revenue viewpoint, they may | 
not be agreeable to certain suggested , 
changes. ' a 

If an exhib, in other words, 1s : ; : 
willing to drastically reduce clear- with refusing to sell him films at a 
ance on a distrib’s pictures in favor | fair rental and with making unrea- 
of a subsequent run account on the | sonable demands in the bocking of 
company’s books, the rental differ- | Such pictures. 


ence created might ge Py | ? 
tion eat civcn. "The same rev-|P-1 and Women’s Clubs 
Step in to Oppose NW 





Gillman Settles With 20th 
Minneapolis, April 15. 
Filing of a complaint by Dave 
Gillman for his dime double feature 
lower loop house, the Gayety, re- 
named the Floyd B. Olson, against 
20th-Fox, asking for some 


ment of the differences before the 
case came to trial. This was revealed 
when Gillman withdrew the com- 
plaint and announced he had made 





could not be given. The same rev- 
enue angle exists for the exhiv get- 
ting clearance, whether it be justi- 
fied or, as claimed in many instances, 
is wholly unfair. 

However, it is noted in distribution | 
circles, if one exhib is getting 21 
days’ clearance, for instance, and is Minneapolis, April 15. 


poy Sasol peg orbagg aging With opposition from three im- 
eneresiahle pears AP ¥ |portant outside groups making an 

Being desirous of maintaining |1ith hour surprise appearance, 
peace in i Snhaee ok with q | Northwest Allied’s anti-consent de- 
view to establishing better good-will, cree bill may not have the one o> 
distribs are inclining to a policy of | oe easy regen an ed Minne- 

4 ti rious requests | Sota state senate that it had in the 
quickly granting various |lower house where it passed 104 to 


made by their accounts. This re- , 
cently has included numerous in- |three. It is scheduled to reach the 


stances where exhibs who filed arbi- | Senate floor for a vote this week. 

tration complaints found distribs| The last-minute opposition ema- 
granting concessions as soon as with- | Dates from the Minneapolis Parent- 
in 24 hours. In a representative num- | Teachers’ Association, the Fifth Fed- 
ber of cases already brought for ar- | eration of Women’s Clubs and the 
bitration, mostly on some run, com- | Federal Motion Picture Council 
plaints have been withdrawn after | Which have been opposed to block- 
distribs voluntarily have agreed to booking and believe that the con- 
give the exhib what he wants. sent decree’s groups-of-five selling 


2 Clearances, 5 ‘Some 


Run’ Squawks Settled 


According to records of the Amer- 
ican Arbitration Assn., so far seven 
cases have been settled on which 
complaints had actualiy been filed. 
Of these five were for some run and 
two dealt with clearance. Another 
case, brought under the provisions 
of the consent decree which forbids 
unwarranted withholding of prints, 
filed in Denver, may be settled, it is 
reported. 

Settlements so far, prior to hear- 
ing, have been two in Denver and 
one each in New York, Boston, Buf- 
falo, Dallas and Washington. In 
one of the Denver cases, brought 
against Metro for some run, the 
complaint was withdrawn quickly 
after the distributor aBreed to some 








tion of its elimination. Letters from 
the Parent-Teachers and from the 
presidents of the Women’s Clubs and 


by each member of the senate, ask- 
ing him to vote against the bill. 

Four film companies—Metro, War- 
ners, Fox and United Artists—have 
|; been opposing the measure which 
contravenes the decree’s selling plan 
by requiring distributors to offer 
their entire season’s product for 
sale, the same as at present, and 
which also compels them to allow a 
minimum of 20% cancellation and to 
refrain from forced selling of any 
films. Despite their fight, however. 
the bill will come to the senate with 
a favorable committee report. 

If the bill passes the senate and is 
signed by the governor, thus be- 
coming a law, the film companies 


run. Metro seemingly has been, have indicated that they will con- 
more disposed to avoid hearings test its constitutionality and battle | 
through settlement than other dis-, it in the courts, carrying the issue 


tributors although noted by the AAA 
that all are indicating a strong tend- 
ency toward attempting to reach a 


to the U. S. supreme court, if neces- 
sarq. They insist it is impractical 
to set up a separate sales’ policy for 





compromise on complaints before | Minnesota and that the decree, hav- 
arbitrators hear cases and make ing the Government’s approval, 
awards. should be given a fair trial. 

In the first case coming up for 


hearing before the New York trib- 


She Knew It Well 


Hollywood, April 15. 

RKO assigned Lewis Milestone to 
direct ‘Joan of Paris,’ the second 
starrer for Michele Morgan, recently 
imported from France. 

Picture follows Miss Morgan’s 
Hollywood debut, ‘Journey Into 
Fear,’ which rolls May 1, with David 
| Hempstead producing and Robert 
| Stevenson directing. 


—TInto the Celluloid 


Hollywood, April 15. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Broadway 
play bought by Paramount, has becn 
turned over to Edward H. Griffith 
for direction. 

Paul Jones is producer under the 
general supervision of B. G. DeSylva. 
Author of the play, Francis Swann, 
is doing the screen script. 





unal, it was the two exhibs con-| 
cerned who took the first step) 
toward an agreement over 


ance and, after agreeing to a com- 
promise on days, avoided a hearing 
after obtaining consent of the five 
distributors under the decree. This 
was the case of the Regent, Brook- | 
lyn, over which the Apollo had a 
seven-days’ clearance. No hearing| 
Was necessary as a result. 

One case declaring for some run, 
brought by a Nashau, N. H., thea- 
tre against all of the Big Five, was 
heard without opposition in the Bos- 
ton tribunal when representatives of 
all the consenting distribs. attended 
the hearing and immediately offered 
some run to the exhib. 


clear- | 








Ellis-20th Settle 
Philadelphia, April 15. 
The case of Martin Ellis, operator 
the Towers, Camden, N. J., 





of 





If deal is concluded it would be the 


' first picture to be made here by For- 


rester. 





Arbitrator 


Sees Defect 
In the Decree 


Minneapolis, April 15. 
What may prove to be a grave de- 





fect of the consent decree is the 
|fact that, 
‘placed upon the arbitrator in his de- 
run of! 
pictures, has been followed by settle- | 


due to the restrictions 


cisions, one case may give rise to an- 
other, almost ad infinitum, until the 
complaining exhibitor is able to ob- 
tain relief. 

This was the declaration of A. A. 


| Karlins, local attorney, arbitrator in 
a ‘satisfactory’ deal for Fox pictures.| the hearing of the complaint of the 

He still has a complaint on file; white Bear theatre, 
with Arbitration, however, against! winn.. seeking some runs of War- 


Paramount, charging that company} ners, Fox and RKO pictures which 


White Bear, 


are sold first-run to the Avalon, the 
opposition house in White Bear. 


Karlins’ comment was made in 
holding that it was not within his 
province, in deciding the current 
case, to rule what particular run, 
any, the distributors concerned 
must give to the complainant and 





Athed’s Anti-Decree Law 


plan represents a step in the direc- | 


Federal Council have been received | 


the prices to be paid for the prod- 
| uct. 

Denying the contention of L. B. 
| Schwartz, counsel for 
| Bear theatre, Karlins ruled that in 








| 
| 


| 


| 
} 


' 


the White | 


|the case before him it even was im- | 


material if the opposition Avalon 
| had overbought in order to deprive 
|his client of product or that the 
{consent decree proceedings 


| Sherman anti-trust laws or are in- 
|tended to enforce that 
| Upholding David Shearer, counsel 
|for 20th-Fox, he declared that the 
|decree simply 
| trade practices. 

Moe Levy and Joe Podoloff, 20th- 
| Fox district and branch managers, 
| respectively, testified they refused to 
|}sell Dave Ratner, v.p. and g.m. of 
\the Ratner, White Bear, because its 


have | tres or its subsidiaries had no inten- 
| anything to do with the Clayton or | : Pasay ; 


legislation. | 


is concerned with | 


Kelly’s Compromise UA Sales Plan 


Block Idea Nixed— But Sliding Scale Selling 
May Solve It 











Agent Lustig’s $525,000 
Suit vs. U (Gloria Jean) 


William Lustig, agent, filed suit 
Thursday (10) in N. Y. supreme 
court against Universal Pictures Co., 
seeking $525,000 damages for el- 
legedly persuading the parents of 
Gloria Jean, actress, to breach a 10- 
year managerial contract with him. 
Plaintiff had originally sued her pa- 
rents, end not the company, and that 
action is still pending. 

Lustig claims on Dec. 16, 1937, he 
entered a contract with Ferman and 
Eleanor Schoonover, parents of 
Gloria Jean, based on his having 
spent $25,000 on the child. He was 
to manage her for 10 years and to 
receive 10% of her gross income. 
Plaintiff claims Universal signed her 
to a contract without consulting him, 
and caused the parents to breach the 
contract, 


Golden State Circuit 
Takeover by F-WC 


Denied by Skouras 








Los Angeles, April 15. 
Denial that a deal for the take- 
over of Golden State circuit theatres, 
and possibly T&J Junior circuit 
houses by Fox West Coast through 
its parent operating company, Na- 


tional Theatres, was made here by | 


Spyros Skouras, NT prexy, as well 


as R. A. McNeil, head of the North- | 


ern California circuit. 

Skouras, on his return from San 
Francisco, where he was supposed 
to have gone to consummate theatre 
acquisition which has been an on- 
and-off proposition for the past sev- 
eral years, said that National Thea- 


tion of taking over the McNeil and 
Naify houses, in which Fox West 
Coast presently owns somewhat bet- 
ter than a 25% interest. 

MeNeil, speaking for himself and 


| Naify, as well as Gene Emmick, said 


that no deal of any kind was con- 
templated and that both the Golden 
State and T&D Junior circuits would 
continue to be operated as in the 


| past, 


town's 3,500 inhabitants made it too | 


small for them, and the first-run ac- 


count would be adversely affected to | ences 


| Skouras, 


the company’s detriment. 


Testimony during the hearing re- 
vealed that the Avalon” had had 
White Bear sewed up exclusively 
for many years before Ratner in- 
vaded the town and that the White 
Bear theatre had had financing diffi- 
culties during the past year, with the 
opposition Avalon people buying up 
some $5,000 of the outstanding liens 
against the house. 


In reply to questions, Ratner tes- 
tified that he was not certain he 


could operate his theatre profitably | ; 
| Oliver Marsh drew new camera- 


with second runs, but he'd prefer 
second runs of good pictures to first 
runs of poor ones. Also, he said, 
he’d be more certain of success if 
he could obtain a reasonable number 
of first-runs. 


The hearing, which already has 
consumed two half-days, has been 
continued into this week. 


Signing Pacts Nothing 
New to Irv Cummings 
April 15. 
who directed 
silent pictures on the old Fox lot 
|} when most of the current pilots 
| were still in school, closed a new 
'deal to direct four more films at 
20th-Fox in the next two years. 


| Contract goes into effect on com- 
|pletion of his current job, ‘Belle 
Starr.’ 


Shorts Loading Charged 


Philadelphia, April 15. 
Method of selling shorts was at- 
tacked at a meeting of Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Eastern 
Pennsylvania held here last week. 
Officials of the organization 
charged that exhibitors were being 
forced to ‘load up’ on short subjects 
and the weekly payment plan of the 
exchanges was a violation of the 
} provisions of the consent decree. 


Hollywood, 


Irving Cummings, 











Skouras planed out for Dallas late | 


last week, en 
York where he 
with his 
F-WC 


route back to New 
due for confer- 
brother, Charles P. 
prexy, now in the 


is 


east. 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, April 15. 
Van Heflin’ inked 
Metro. 
Metro handed new writer pact to 
Charles Lederer. 


contract at 


i man ticket at Metro. 


20th-Fox signed Karl Tunberg to 


| another one-year writing contract. 


| 


Metro 
composer 


contracted Burton 
and musical 
Darrell Ware given renewal 
scripting pact for one year. 
Harry added to 


Lane, 
conductor. 


on 


Kurnitz Metro’s 


writing staff. 





Johnny Downs signed by 
Productions to star in three 
pictures 


Cameo 
musical 


Milton Rosen drew _ songwriter 
contract at Universal. 

Metro handed Devery Freeman 
scripting ticket. 

Ann Rutherford’s pact extended 


one year by Metro. 

Warners picked up its option on 
Robert Foulk, dialog director. 

Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger 
drew one-year songwriting deals at 
20th-Fox. 

Universal! hoisted Peter Sullivan’s 
player option. 

20th-Fox 
player option. 

Lennie Hayton inked pact as con- 
ductor and music scorer at Metro. 

Robert Weldon drew option 
at 20th-Fox. 

Warners handed player contract 
to Jahe D’Armand. 

RKO signed Dennis O’Keefe to 
player contract. 

Marjorie Keeler placed under 
brief term pact by Paramount. 


lifted Shiela Ryan’s 


lift 


| Having failed in three weeks op 
| the Coast to sell United Artists pro- 
ducers on the complete sales plan 
which he took west with him, Ar. 
thur W. Kelly, UA v.p. in charge of 
sales, reached a compromise agree. 
ment with the indie film makers 
One of the principal Kelly planks 
which failed df unanimous approva} 
it is understood, was a modified plan 
to offer for sale about 20 UA pix gn 
bloc in certain situations. 

Kelly’s compromise success was in 
obtaining an okay for the sale of 
some pictures in certain Situations 
on a sliding scale of percentages de. 
pending upon gross receipts. Per. 
centages can run as high as 50% of 
;the gross for important pictures, 
Kelly said. 

Sounding the blockbooking pian’s 
knell, UA sales chief declared: ‘In 
accordance with the prevailing cus- 
tom and basic foundation of United 
Artists, each picture will continue 
|to be sold on its merits as hereto- 
fore.’ 

Kelly returned to his New York 
office on Monday (14) after a final 
conference on the Coast with Mur- 
|ray Silverstone, chief of world-wide 
operation, and Mary Pickford and 
| Alexander Korda, owner members 
of UA. Meeting wound up a week 
|of sessions attended by producers, 
, including David O. Selznick. 

Details of the .coming year’s pro- 
|gram will be disclosed at the re- 
| gional conventions which begin with 
/a meet in New York April 28. Kelly 
|declared the new season's product 
will be headed by two important 
Selznick productions. 








Pressburger-Baumfeld 
(UA) Unit Gets Going 


Arnold Pressburger, newest addi- 
, tion to the United Artists producer 
lineup, leaves New York for the 
Coast today (Wednesday) to pre- 
pare his initial production. It will 
be ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ film version 
of the stage play. 

Pressburger wil be accompanied 
to the Coast by Theodore Baumfeld, 
,; member of the New York Curb, and 
money man behind the new produc- 
tion. Aside from the financing, 
Baumfeld will take no active part in 
production and will get no billing. 


ST. LOUIS’ FIRST TRIAL 


Clearance Complaint—In Detroit, 
One Case Waits on Another 
St. Louis, April 15. 
The first local beef to go to bat 
under the new arbitration setup is 
that of Shirley Theatre Corp., Cape 
| Girardeau, Mo., which involves clear- 
ance for the Fox-Midwest Circuit 
houses over the Rialto, operated by 
the Shirley Corp. C. W. Hudson, in 
charge of the St. Louis AAA office, 
has appointed Ethan A. H. Shepley, 
prominent attorney, to sit in the case, 
| which starts Thursday (17). 
The only other case brought before 
ithe local tribunal has been with- 
| drawn because it is reported that, 
because of its nature, it could not be 
heard until next September. This 
complaint was brought by Louis M. 
Sosna, exhibitor in Moberly, Mo., wno 
brought charges against nine pro- 
|}ducers and exchanges over first-run 
| product. His brief charged that at 
the encouragement of film distrib- 
utors he expended $40,000 to open & 
new 400-seater in Moberly. After the 
opening in June, 1939, Sosna charged 
that only Vitagraph sold him first- 
run product, and after the start of 








the 1940-41 season nine of the de- 
fendants named would make thelr 
first-run product available for his 
|house. Sosna's complaint further 


that he and his brother, Sam, would 
open the new house, two opposish 
houses—the Liberty, 800-seater, and 
the Rev, 450-seater, owned by C. M. 
| Clay—were sold to Frisina Amuse- 
ment Co., Taylorville, Ill., which op- 
erates a chain of 40 theatres in Illi- 
nois, Missouri and Iowa and is one 
of the largest renters of film outside 
of the St. Louis metropolitan area. 


| 5 ‘Thumbs Up’ 


| Metro last week became the fifth 
studio to get in line for use of the 
|label ‘Thumbs Up.’ P 
| Four other producers, in order 0} 
heir priority, who had previously 
laid claim to the tag which has be- 
come a symbol of British fortitude 
are Selznick, Universal, Warne! 
Bros, and United Artists 


inate that when it was announced 
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Bill Rodgers (M-G) 


Won't Mean Adding Lots of Salesmen 


. 4 —_——— ---——- 


Opines Consent 





or > 


In starting to sell the 1941-42 prod- 
uct under the consent decree it will 
not be necessary to materially in- 
crease the number of salesmen in 
the Metro exchanges and very un- 
likely that any bookers will have to 
be added, in the opinion of William 
F. Rodgers, general sales manager of 
the company. Reports that Metro 
would put on about 80 extra sales- 
men, which Rodgers declares is en- 
tirely erroneous, has caused him to 
be deluged with job-seekers. 

Doubt by Rodgers that not many 
salesmen will have to be hired 
agrees with the contention of Neil 
F. Agnew, distribution chief of Par- 
amount, who believes that the addi- 
tion of sellers will be the exception 
rather than the rule. Both sales 
managers figure that perhaps some 
salesmen wil] have to be spotted in 
the larger and more widely spread 
territories whee a congestion of 
business exists. In former years 
when there wasn’t so much concen- 
trated circuit strength and a higher 
number of account possibilities exist- 
ed, the average company had double 
the number of salesmen than are 
now on the payrolls. Larger distrib- | 
utors now have between 100 and 125 | 
sellers in the various exchanges. 

According to Rodgers, Metro has 
two salesmen in the New Haven | 
branch, but from three to five in all 
others, while in the booking division 
it is so well fortified that it does not 
appear to him that this branch of 
exchange activity will have to be 
enlarged. In the New York exchange 
alone Metro has a total of 14 on the 
books. 





Not Ready Till July 

Making no plans at this time to in- 
crease forces where that may be es- 
sential under the decree, Rodgers 
points out that he is in no hurry in 
this direction since his company will 
probably not be ready to sell the 
first group of 1941-42 film until early 
in July. Meantime, the Metro sales 
head points out that his company | 
has more accounts on its books now | 
for the 1940-41 product than it had | 
last year or any prior season. With 
only a few unsold possibilities left 
which it could sell, he takes the 
view that it would be impractical to 
consider expansion of the sales staff 
at this time no matter whether it 
will have to be increased later and 
to whatever extent will be essential 
when the time comes, 

Rodgers also declares that it will 
be the policy of Metro to promote 
from the ranks, raising bookers to 
salesmen, office managers or others, | 
rather than go outside, but adds if 
he thought he’d need more film ped- 


dlers than can be obtained from 
within then he’d be out trying to 
dig ’em up. 

From his own (Metro’s) view- 


point, Rodgers does not anticipate 
any trouble under the new form of 
selling, but from an industry ap- 
proach he believes there may be 
some confusion and that sales me- 
chanics may not be so simplified. 
Favors H. O. Control 

In that details will be concentrated 
in each exchange territory Metro's 
distribution head observes that there 
will be some simplification, but aside 
from the rather broad powers which 
his men in the field have, his 
policy will be to clear all contracts 
through the home office. He thinks 
this will be essential in spite of the 
strong manpower which Metro now 
has among its district and branch 
managers. By the time the com- | 
pany gets into the decree-selling, it 
will be set up to handle contract 
negotiations along strictly systematic 
lines. kin 

In view of the fact that the stu- 
dio has 8iven no definite promise as 
to 41-42 product, though hoping he 
will be able to screen the initial 
group of five around July 1, Rodgers 
has sales plans in mind, but they are 
not in such shape this far in ad- 
vance to be discussed, he says. He 
ig more concerned at the moment 
with completing this season’s (1940- 
41) commitments, calling for a min- 
‘mum of 44 and a maximum of 52 
features. Of this number 30 had 
een released as of Friday (11). 

New contract and other forms in 


now 


| Holder of 


| RKO company 


Too Tough Opposish 


Detroit, April 15. 

Sometimes the going just gets 
too tough. 

Operator of the theatre at 
Reading, Mich., announced he 
has cancelled his Thursday night 
pix to avoid conflict with 
the regular weekly community 
‘church night.’ 








An Overtaxed Heart 


Caused W. J. Merrill’s 
Death; Mormon Family 


Said to have been warned against 
over-exertion by doctors because of 
a heart condition, largely due to 
overwork, Wilford J. Merrill, vice- 
president and treasurer of RKO, was 
found dead in bed Thursday after- 
noon (10) from coronary thrombosis. 
He had been planning a vacation. 
various cups in tennis 
competition, Merrill had always kept 
up the game and this may have con- 








i tributed to his weakened heart. On 
| Wednesday, after attending the spe- 


cial screening of ‘Citizen Kane,’ he 
went back to the RKO office and 
worked there until midnight. He 
often came in Saturdays and Sun- 
days also. 
Merrill would 
Aug. 22 next. 
tinguished Mormon family, his father 
having been Marriner Wood Merrill, 
an Utah pioneer and apostle. De- 


have been 43 on 
ie came from a dis- 


ceased 
His father had 291 
Born in Franklin, 

ily moved to Richmond, 


Idaho, the 
Utah, 


| Merrill spent his earlier years on a 


farm, later going to Utah Agri- 
cultural College to which he re- 
turned subsequently in an executive 
capacity. 
Harvard Graduate 

Following a brief spell selling knit 
goods in Colorado in 1917, he joined 
the Vitamin Co. and became secretary 
of the corporation after having served 
in the army on this side. He was 
graduated with high honors from the 
School of Business Administration at 
Harvard in 1925, subsequently be- 
coming v.p. and controller of the 
Royal Baking Powder Co. He later 
held a post with W. & J 
Sloane and was v.p. and secretary of 
the Great Island Holding Co. be- 
fore becoming consultant for the At- 
las Corp. in the RKO reorganization 
in 1935. He moved up swiftly in the 
after its release from 


similar 


receivership. Generally he was re- 
garded as a Floyd Odlum (Atlas) 
man, 


Merrill is survived by his mother, 


Mrs. Elna Merrill, of Richmond, 
Utah, and two children, June, and 
W. J. Merrill, Jr. 

Funeral services were held Sun- 


Riverside Memorial 
x Burial will be at 


dav (13 ) at 
Chapel in N 
Richmond, Uta 


WB Renews Hollingshead 


Hollywood, April 195 


Gordon Hollingshead signea nev 
contract aS p oduce} of short sub- 
je ts at Warner: 

Studio also renewed director op- 
tions on William Keighiey and 
Breezy Eaton. 


line with °41-42 selling are being 
worked out and will be ready when 
the first of the coming season's films 
come up for merchandising. 
Sales Convention 
Metro is mulling either a national 
convention or two different sales 
neetings later on, with the date de- 
pendent on when °41-42 pictures are 
available for screening and selling 
Rodgers has always favored region- 
als because it is easier to handle 
smaller groups, but will not make 
up his find what to do this year un- 
til the company gets closer to the 
changeover in selling. Rodgers as- 
sures that the minimum of 44 under 
this season's contracts will be de- 
livered. 


was the 45th of 46 children. | 
grandchildren. | 
fam- | 
and | 


EKHIBS ob 


Seller’s Market, They Fear 
—Film Salesmen Argue It 
Works Both Ways 


QUICK SELLING 





er’s market when they are poor and 
a seller’s market when they are good, 
according to opinion in distributing 
circles. Fears have been expressed 
among exhibitors that the new meth- 
od of selling will shift the advan- 
tages more decisively to the distrib 





be the case. 

Moreover, it is claimed that higher 
rentals are not going to obtain except 
in accordance with the value of the 





deserve more 


this 


that those which 
| money are going to get it. In 


connection, it is pointed out that no 


| 
| 
| 
} 


one has been kidded even in the past 
|so far as rentals are concerned, be- 
cause, when film has turned out bad, 
reductions or adjustments have had 
to be made. Also, with most of them 
on percentage, with splits figuring, it 
has to a great extent been up to the 
pictures themselves to earn their 
way, with the b.o. as the yardstick. 
Bargaining Advantage 

Among other things, under the 
consent, exhibs will be seeing the 
| films in advance and, based on their 
judgment of boxoffice potentialities, 
may have much greater bargaining 
advantages than before. Thus, when 
a block-of-five does not rate so high 
| in the estimation of the exhibitor, a 
better buyer’s market is created. On 
the other hand, when a distrib has 
something that’s of outstanding value, 
the market pendulum swings in hi 
direction. In other words, where in 
former years a 35% picture would 
have to be dclivered at that figure, 
now after being seen it might be 
considered worth 40° or even 50% 
Therein the distributor has the ad- 
vantage, but expected that generally, 
so far as a market edge is concerned, 
it’s going to even up as between 
seller and buyer. 

In that 
before when 
through most of a sales season, dis- 
tribs stand to benefit Buyers will 
be closer to available pictures and to 
release, which means that if they are 

| going to keep their screens supplied 
| they will have to close their deals 
quicker, thus saving salesmen the 
trouble of calkng back time and 
again, only to be stalled to the last 


selling will be faster than 


exhibs have stalled 


Very often a buyer’s market has bee! 
brought about by this stalling, with 
distribs finally getting tired and giv- 
, = » order t¢ yet 7 ytiatior 
"4 1 in rae O ge epotiatt 
oncluded. This in the past has fre- 
Q 1e]T é Ca { a ) ( 
prior seasons proauct t 1 e 
picked up. That’s out starting wit 
the decree vste of selling, b 
there may be certain adjustments oO! 
rebates, depending on how block 


a 
nerform 
periorm 


FORD VICE WYLER AS 
| HOW GREEN’ DIRECTOR 


Hollywood, April 15. 

John Ford moved into the director 
spot in ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
at 20th-Fox, a chore originally as- 
signed to William Wyler. Casting | 
troubles, still unsolved, delaved the 
picture so long that Wyler moved 
back to the Goldwyn lot to prepare 
‘The Little Foxes.’ 

‘How Green’ requires British play- 
ers for the top roles. Westwood lot 
wanted Laurence Olivier for the 
male lead, but the deal collapsed 


when he left for England. Starting 


} date is slated for June 1 


RE 


IT THAT WAY 


If Pix Are Good It'll Be a) 


Pictures under the consent decree, | 
when they must be screened and sold 
° | 

in small groups, will produce a buy- | 


side, but salesmen deny that this will | 


films, which, it is explained, means | 





+ 


t EDGE? 





With Simplified Fantasound, RKO 


Probably Will Distrib ‘Fantasia’ 





Time Marches On 


March of Time appears to be 
getting well plugged these days 
in other people’s pictures. 

Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ 
uses the familiar MOT technique 


in a lengthy sequence labeled 
‘News on the March.’ Walt Dis- 
ney’s forthcoming ‘Reluctent 





Dragon’ will provide the topper, 
however. It doesn’t camouflage 
the MOT title—but puts the reel 
in cartoon form. 


+ ssaiceiiiicanieamaes 
Perfection of a simplified sound 
system for reproduction of the musie 
in ‘Fantasia’ has resulted in the near- 
| consummation of a deal for distribu- 
| tion of the Walt Disney feature by 
RKO. Arrangement, still in the talk 
Stage, but well advanced, is for mod- 
ifled roadshow release in limited 
number of theatres at one time. 
Revolutionary ‘Fantasound’ system 
now being used in engagements in 
11 cities requires shutdown of a 
house for two weeks for installation 
of the equipment. Disney and RCA 
| engineer ,» who designed the original 











Consent May Force 
Schine Org. to Desert 





| é : 
| modified systems. 
| Gloversville for N.Y. ° It is also not certain yet how many 


Gloversville, N. Y., April 15. 

| Beceuse of the consent decree, 
_Schine chain’s home offices, one of 
| city’s most important business or- 
ganizations, may be forced to move 
to New York. J. Myer Schine, 
president of Schine Enterprises, Inc., 
| agreed when questioned about recur- 
ring rumors, that there was at this 
time ‘a 50-50 possibility’ the cir- 


cuit’s headquarters would have to 
leave the city. 
| Nothing is definite, however, and 


no curtailment of 
local offices 


the earliest. 


activities et the 
will come before fall at 
Every effort will be 
made to continue the guidance of the 
nearly 200 theatres in the chain from 
Gloversville, but the terms of the 
consent decree are such that it ne- 
cessitates close contact with film 
markets, which are concentrated in 
New York. 

Under the consent decree, how- 
ever, no more then five pix can be 


sold at a time. Schine organization 
has 175 theatres to supply. More- 
over, these pictures have to be 


screened before they can be sold. To 
close a deal for five pictures, there- 
fore, may require three or four trips 
to New York and as much negotiat- 
previously™was required to 
contract for a studio’s entire three- 


ing as 


{yeer output. The new method in- 
creases sharply the cost of buying 
and selling. For a business under- 


taking of the 
circuit, it 


scope of the Schine 
require the constant 
New York, 
watching end biddng for pictures as 
fast as the studio offers them in lots 
of five. And since the obtaining of 
film supply for theatres is one of the 


will 


attendance of buyers in 


major jobs of the home office, the 
new buying rules tend to force the 
office out of Gloversville. 


J. My er and L. W. Schine who have 
their homes here and are important 
figures in the life of the community, 
are loath to go 


to, Mrs ie 


but may be required 
M. Schine states. 


Johnson Does Double 
Chore on ‘Worid Shook’ 


Hollywood, Ap 15 

J nso D a ae € 
€ le e€ D Vv } ? 
ociate producer on ‘The Night the 
World Shook,’ at 20th-Fox. Play is 
an adaptation of the Steven Wendt 
novel, ‘800 Convicts March on Ca- 
raibo.’ 

Director is Jean Renoir, French- 


man, recentiy signed to a 20th-Fox 


contract 


Ridin’ in Pairs at Col. 


Hollywood, April 15 


Columbia is playing double-head- 


ers in two western series of eight 
pictures each for the 1941-42 pro- 
gram. 


Charles Starrett and Russell Hay- | 


den, formerly with the ‘Hopalong 
Cassidy’ unit, are teamed in one 
geries. Tex Ritter and Bill Elliott 


ride together in the other group of 


eight 


| reproduction apparatus, have simpli- 
| fied it to the point where it can be 
installed overnight. Complete tests 
in a full theatre have not been made 
so there has been no actual com- 
parison yet between the original and 


j 
| theatres can be played simultane- 
| ously, for even the simplified equip- 
/ment will be expensive. Present ap- 
paratus limits the film to 12 dates 
| at one time, with the Disney office 
figuring on playing about 88 en- 
gagements altogether. New plan will 
permit many more showings than 
that, of course, with a much speedier 
playoff. Sound track on the film 
will not have to be altered. 
New RKO 

Negotiations on a deal for‘ Fantasia’ 
release ties up with pact inked by 
Disney last week for RKO to han- 
dle his feature output for the re- 
mainder of 1941. This will include 
four films aside from ‘Fantasia.’ It's 
a switch in Disney policy, as he has 
in the past never made a distribu- 
tion deal with RKO for more than 
one picture at a time. 


New films will be ‘The Reluctant 
Dragon,’ to be released in May; 
|‘Dumbo,’ to be released in July; 
‘Bambi,’ to be released in Septem- 


ber, and an untitled full-length 
Mickey Mouse, to be released right 
before Christmas. That will mean 
release of five features in one year, 
in contrast to the fact that i 


isney 
has finished for release only three 


features altogether since ‘Snow 
White’ was sent out at the end of 
1936. 

First bow-out of a ‘Fantasia’ en- 


gagement vill take place either this 


Saturday (19) or the following Sat- 
urday (26) in Pittsburgh, depende- 
ng upon business. Filmusical is 
now in it sixth week at the Fulton 
there It seem never to have 


caught on properly in Pitt 


‘L. PAGE’, FOUND DEAD, 
MAY BE OF SHOW BIZ 


April 15 
Body of handsome and 


well-dressed unknown, presumed by 


Toronto, 
elderly, 
police to be connected with the the- 


atre in some capacity because of the 


presence Of trade-papers lying be- 
ide him, was found in a Front street 
alle here vhere vith his false 
teeth 1 | pocket, he had it down 
NItI I i clit 
Later e minati it the Lomb 
M a inated vray hail 
I been i | yur 
I €a € t Oo ( ea 1 ) t 
tne nn ¢ i ple é f 
e bh y 
With 1 L.P his belt- 
DUCK I¢ nd Nat-band, pit a labe } 
the dead man's gray herringbone- 
stripe suit, police believed his name 


> 


might be ‘L 


Page. 
RKO’ 

| 0’s Hula Deal 
Four-year pact for features and 

shorts has been signatured by RKO 

| with Consolidated Amusement Co., 

lone of the princinal circuits in Ha- 

wail. The deal, announced by Ned 

Depinet, covers some 100 theatres in 
that Consolidated oper- 
ates 26 and services 87 
| others. 

Andy Smith, RKO domestic sales 
chief, and Harry Michalson, shorts 
sales manager, represented the dis- 
trib, while Esmond Parker and Fred 
Williams handled the deal for Con- 
| solidated 


territory. 


cinemas 


NEC ance 


SARS 
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Town’ Walloping $20,000 in Frisco; 


~Tanaibar’ 136, 


‘Jones’ N.S.H. 166 








San Francisco, April 15. 

Top coin-getter of the Easter big- 
gies at the first runs this week is 
‘Men of Boys Town.’ Playing at the 
Fox, the Spencer Tracy-Mickey Roo- 
ney picture opened stiong and fol- 
lowed right through with big crowds 
at the b.o. both night and day. 


Strongest of the competing new- 
comers is ‘Road to Zanzibar’ at the 
Paramount. Although ‘Devil and 
Miss Jones’ was given a great ad- 
vance campaign by the Golden Gate, 
the Jean Arthur picture is just doing 
good biz, and no more. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
*‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 
Inspiration’ (M-G). Sure-fire prod- 
uct, aiming at immense $20,000. Last 
week ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th) (2d wk), bad $9,000. 

Geary ‘(Cuvran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk). 
Although Holy Week is generally 
exceptionally poor here, Disney pic- 
ture will hit over $15,000. Even the 
week-day matinees have been sell- 
outs. Biz has been so good that the 
theatre hasn't lowered the admish 
for the kids. This was to have gone 
into effect on March 31. Last week, 
healthy $13,500. » 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and vaude. 
New Jean Arthur starrer touches on 
a labor situation which should make 
it good b.o. in this strong union 
town. But at $16,000 biz isn’t what 
it should be. Last week ‘Footlight 
Fever’ (RKO) with Ted Lewis revue 
did big $18,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—‘Nice Gir]’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col) (2d wk). A _ strong 
combo for the juvenile trade. Hold- 
ing up to okay $9.000. Last week a 
pace-setter at $14,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
60)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘District 
Attorney’ (Rep). Paramount changed 
its opening date to Saturday (12) for 





the new Hope-Crosby-Lamour film. 
Swell $19,000 in sight. Last week 
‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (3d wk), ended with sizeable 
$10,000. 

St. Francis (F.WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (moveover). After three 
strong weeks at the Paramount ‘Eve’ 
has been moved here for a week, 
which should net $5,000. Last week 
*Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Great Nobody’ 
(WB) (moveover, 3d wk), did okay 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—Dictator’ (UA). First week 
of Chaplin opus at 50c top is plenty 
sweet at $14,000. Last week ‘Topper 
Returns’ (UA) (2d wk), mild $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—'‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and ‘Dead Men 
Tell’ (20th¥. Weakest draw on the 
street. Way off at $9,000. Last week 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Free Easy’ 
(M-G), ditto. 


‘R10, $19,000, 





HOT IN DET. 





Detroit, April 15. 

Having gone through Lent in the 
best shape in a decade, Detroit's biz 
is climbing again after Holy Week, 
which is rigidly observed here. 
While nothing sensational, grosses 
are running above average, but won’t 
hit the peak for some of the elab- 
orate bills offered during the usual 
dull period. 

Ford strike—the town’s biggest, in- 
volving 85,000 men—made no great 
scor on the first-runs. Previous 
sirikes in the automotive industry 
had been swiftly reflected in the box- 


office receipts, and the pick-up after | 


them was slow. 

Michigan probably will slip ahead 
to lead the town with ‘Road to Zan- 
zibar’ and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan.’ 
Fox won't be far off the leader's 
pece with ‘Night in Rio’ and ‘Missing 
10 Days.’. United Artists also will 
continue strong, possibly reaching 
first week's figure, with the second 
session of ‘Andy Hardy's Private 
Secretary’ and ‘Wild Man of Borneo.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 30-40-55) 
—‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col). 


up looks for a nice $7,000. 


New York’ (20th). former held for 
two weeks, fair $6,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Missing 
Days’ (Col). Dull weekend, but 
pickup on Easter indicates strong 
$19000. Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ 
{U) and ‘Man Lost’ (U), okay $16,- 
500. 


in sight. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) and 
‘Penalty’ (M-G), fair $15,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d 
wk) and ‘Eve’ (Par). ‘Dictator’ is in 
fifth week after two rounds at Mich- 
igan, and ‘Eve’ also is pickup from 
last week's Michigan bill. Choice 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Dictator’ and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB) (2d wk), nice 
$9,000. ; ; 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) —‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Man’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Looks for possible strong 
$14,000, after last week’s good $13,- 
000 


Wilson (2,000; mats Monday 
through Friday, 50-75-$1.10; evenings 
and Saturday-Sunday mats, 75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (9th wk). 
Present school holiday can help hold 
this up to $7,000, after last week's 
$6,800. 


ZANZIBAR’ 106 
IN POOR MPLS. 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Easter parade presents a strong 
duo of newcomers, and an equal 
number of healthy holdovers, but 
returns still leave plenty to he de- 
sired. ‘Fantasia,’ in the revamped 
Minnesota, leads the procession, s0 
far as importance is concerned, but 
Bing Crosby-Bob Hope in ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’ seems likely to turn in the 
biggest gross. The o*her newcomer, 
‘The Devil and Miss Jones,’ is dis- 
appointing. 

Abundance of holdovers has been 
a noteworthy development in recent 
months. Currently ‘Buck Privates’ 
is in its fifth week. ‘Lady Eve’ in its 
third and ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Sec- 
retary’ in its second. The first-named 
Abbott-Costello opus is the season’s 
wonder film, and has the entire film 
crowd here agog by its amazing box- 
office performance. For Holy Week, 
its fourth week, it turned in one of 
the biggest grosses of its entire run, 
and there seems to be no stopping it. 

A short while ago there were two 
vaudfilm offerings, but now stage 











shows are conspicuous by their ab- 
|sence. However, Wayne King and 
Woody Herman are on the Orpheum 
horizon. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U) and ‘Great 
Nobody’ (WB), dual first runs. In 
for five days with okay $1,400. ‘Rob- 
ber Range’ (RKO) and ‘Footlight 
Fever’ (RKO), also dual first runs, 
open today (15). Last week, ‘Streets 
Cairo’ (U) and@ ‘Girl News’ (20th), 
dual first runs, satisfactory $1,000 in 
five days; and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) 
and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), dual first 
runs, good $1,500 in next five days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 44-55 
—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Moved here after prosperous 
| week at State, but not showing 
|any signs of life. Heading toward 
mild $3,000. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (2d run) (4th wk), finished 
light to $3,200, but month’s engage- 
ment yielded approximately $28,000, 
which isn’t hay. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) 
‘Buck Privates’ 





(998: 28)— 
(U) (5th wk). 


town is concerned. May slip a little 
to very big $3,500. Last week, $4,200. 
Will aggregate marvelous $21,000 for 
five-week run. 

| Minnesota (Mpls. Theatre Co.) 
| (1,855; 50-$1.50)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
| House capacity cut down from 4,000, 





|and only one show a day, excepting | 


Saturday and Sunday matinees. Ini- 
| tial performance sponsored by Fed- 
| eration of Women’s Clubs with tariff 
| boosted to $2.75 top. Had advantage 
| of fine campaign, but $1.50 scale a 
| deterrent in this none-too-prosperous 
| town where they have to pinch pen- 

nies. Only a couple hundred 50c 
| seats available. but that price played 


up in ads. Class trade pouring in. 
Fair $8,000 indicated. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 


39-44—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO). Opened 
a day ahead of schedule last Thurs- 
day and suffered Good Friday let- 
down, and will get only $4,000, poor. 
Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB), light 





; | 44)—‘Zanzibar’ 
Former is a|vorable reception, and fits nicely into 
take-over from Fox, and freshened | Easter season. 
Last | 
week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Murder | 





$3.400 in six days. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39- 
(Par). Highly fa- 


Stretching towards 
big $10,000. Last week, ‘Hardy’s 
Secretary’ (M-G), $8,000, good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—’Vir- 
ginia’ (Par). First neighborhood 
showing. Pretty good $2,700 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Thing Called Love’ 
(Col), first neighborhood showing, 
$3.200, fine. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44) 
—‘Eve’ Par) (3d wk). Drooping 
after satisfactory engagement, both 


The | 2 
film wonder of the year so far as this | 39-44-55 )—‘Mr. 


DURBIN, 10G, MONTREAL 


‘Hardy’ Good $8,000—‘Zanzibar’ Ditto 
$7,000 


Montreal, April 15. 

Better pix, no h.o’s, and end of 
Lent make a combo that will mean 
above-average grosses currently, in 
spite of big attraction at His 
Majesty’s with ‘Dante’ the Magician 
at prices up to $2. ‘Gone’ is replaced 
by the Durbin opus at Loew’s, which 
| should garner at least $10,000, best in 
town. 

‘Zanzibar’ at Palace and ‘Hardy's 
Secretary’ at Capitci are both point- 
ing to handsome grosses. ‘Son of 
Monte Cristo’ at the Orpheum, the 











only French-interest pic at the 
English-language first-runs, is also 
heading for a nice take. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Pointing to good 


$7,000. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) (2d 
wk), faded to $3,500. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col). Good 
$8,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Girl, 
Guy,’ (RKO) and ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO), weak $4,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 


‘Nice Girl’ (U). Durbin opus sighting 
very nice $10,000. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (4th wk), good enough $5,500. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Free Easy’ 
(M-G). Fair $3,800 ahead. Last 
week, ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and ‘Wild 
Man Borneo’ (M-G), weak $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50 )— 
‘Son Cristo’ (UA). Getting French 
support and will probably reach the 
$5,000 mark, very good. Last week, 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), fair $3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Mayerling’ (3d wk). 
Getting fine support, and sighting 
very good $1,500, after good $1,200 
Holy Week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Le Danube Bleu’ and ‘Gardons 
Notre Sourire.’ Good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Notre Dame de la Mouise’ and 
‘Symphonie Eternelle,’ $4,500. 


HUB WEAK, BUT 
HARDY STRONG 
4G COMBO 


Boston, April 15. 
Holy Week and balmy weather 
took a deep cut in picture grosses. 
‘Andy Hardy’s Secretary’ at the 
Orph and State showed to best ad- 
vantage, while ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
and ‘Zanzibar’ were held over at 
the Memorial and Met, respectively. 
Added to the weekend woes of 
the managers was the opening of 
baseball season Saturday (12). 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55)— 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) and Milt Britton 
|band full week. Will take a pale 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Footlight Fever’ 











| (RKO) and ‘Sign Wolf’ (Mono), with | 


| vaude, four days; and ‘Missing Girls’ 
| (Select) and ‘Border’ Vigilantes’ 
(Par), three days, $9,400 
| Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blonde In- 
|spiration’ (M-G). Aiming at so-so 
| $4,000. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 
$4,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
and Mrs. Smith’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) 
| (re-issue). Holdover sagging to $11,- 
000. First stanza, $16,500, good. 
| Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
| (12th wk). Pointing to okay $10,000. 
Last week, slipped to $9,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th). 
ing tepid $11,500. Last week 
days), $14,500, very big. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Hardy’s Scretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen Detective’ (Col). Heading for 
powerful $19,000, and possible hold- 
over. Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ 
| (UA) and ‘Bad Man’ (M-G), $14,600, 
SO-SO., 


| 


(four 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
| 44-55) —‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blonde 
|Inspiration’ (M-G). Skidding to 


| $6,000. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), $6,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Comes Hap- 
}piness’ (WB) (both 2d run). Okay 
'for $4,500. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Footsteps’ (WB), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G)_ and 
‘Queen Detective’ (Col). Around 
| $15,000, very good. Last week, “Top- 
| ber Returns’ (UA) and ‘Bad Man’ 
(M-G), $11,300. 








STILL SOME LEFT? 
Hollywood, April 15. 
James Tinling checked in at 20th- 
Fox to direct ‘The Last of the 





Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: | at State and here, and will bow out, ; Puanes,’ slated to roll May 1. 


30-40-55) — ‘Zanzibar’ 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). 


(Par) and 
Hefty $20,006 


Looks Jike light $1,200. 
$2,000, okay. 


Last week, 


| George Montgomery has the top 
i role, 


Holdover is draw- | 


> 


Easter Lays an Egg in Pitt. 





‘Lie’ $16,000, Under Expectations — ‘Town’ Tepid 
$15,500—Rest Mild 





TOWN’ JOYOUS $12,000, 
K. C.; ‘JONES’ OK $7,700 


Kansas City, April 15. 

Looks like a gala Easter session 
with weather quite favorable over 
the week-end. Newman was first 
under the wire with ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar,’ which had a Wednesday open- 
ing right in the center of Holy Week. 
But it made little difference as the 
pic is clicko, and is due for ex- 


tended running time. Orpheum 
brought in ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ as 
top half of dual bill on Thursday, 
and the combo is coming along 
nicely. 

Midland is very prominent with 
‘Men of Boys Town’ as bill-topper, 
and Fox Midwest’s two houses, Es- 
quire and Uptown, are day and 
dating again with ‘That Night in 
Rio.’ Tower is not to be outdone 
and has the Benny Meroff unit, 
‘Funzafire,’ on stage at one of the 
few raised-price schedules since Bar- 
ney Joffee took over the house 
couple of years back. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th). Brings both 
houises back on the same sked. Neat 
$8,000 for the combo. Last week, 
‘Convoy’ (RKO) played Esquire for 
fair take of $2,700, and ‘Great Com- 
mandment’ (20th) played Uptown 
for similar figure. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Road Show’ (UA). Tracy-Rooney 
sure for good play, and week will be 
buxom at $12,000. Last week, ‘Top- 
per Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G), lightweight $7,400. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44 )—‘Zanzibar’ (Par). With plenty 
of advance build-up will have a 
heavy week and certain to stay a 
while. Several pre-Easter days 
couldn’t hold it back, and take of 
$9,000 is joyous. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par) holdover was nice at $5,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO). Arthur pic is in after 
a sneak preview last week, and looks 
for good play at $7,700. Last week, 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue), continued 
happy pace of their first week into 
a pleasant holdover at $5,000. 





Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30-40)— 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and Benny 
Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ unit on stage. 


Gross solid here and $8,000 will be a 
fine take. Last week, ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(20th) and stage bill, average $6,000. 





‘Zanzibar’, $4,000, Best 
In Lincoln; ‘Rio’ $3,600 


Lincoln, Neb., April 15. 

Best b.o. magnet this week here is 
|‘Road to Zanzibar.’ It’s topping 
‘Night in Rio’ by a fair margin, al- 
| though the latter got swell word-of- 
| mouth. 

| ‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ an odd title 
| for an Easter booking, hasn’t aroused 
| much enthusiasm, and will come in 
| moderate. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
| (750; 10-15)—‘Acros™ Sierras’ (Col) 
| and ‘Saint’s Duuble Trouble’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Back in Saddle’ (Rep) and 
| “Escape Paradise’ (RKO). Good $1.,- 
|000, mostly due to Autry. Last week, 
‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep) and ‘Crowd- 
| ed Hours’ (RKO), split with ‘Out 
|of Luck’ (Mono) and ‘Two-Fisted 
| Ranger’ (Rep), fair $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 








Aik iii 


| ting good word-of-mouth, and main- 
| taining a pretty fair pace to $3,600. 
| Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB), light 
| $2,700. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
| 236; 10-20-25) — ‘Blonde Inspiration’ 
(M-G) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par). 
Not bad at all, $2,000. Last week, 
‘Big Guy’ (U) and ‘Victory’ (Par), 
light $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.884: 
10-25-40)—‘Zanzibar’ | (Par). Nice 
$4,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par), was held nine days to get 
around to late Holy Week opening 
for ‘Zanzibar,’ and got so-so $3,000. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 


20-25) —‘Footlight Fever’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), four days. 
Good $1,200. Last week, ‘Flying 
Wild’ (Mono) and ‘Fighting 69th’ 


(WB), four days, split with ‘Shadows 
Stairs’ (WB) and ‘Missing 10 Days’ 
(Col), four days, $1,900, good. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—“Miss Jones’ (RKO). Will 
have to hum to make $3,000, but will 
finish somewhere in that region, 
|moderate. Last week, ‘Vivacious 
| Lady’ (RKO), four days, and ‘Long 
| Voyage’ (UA), four days, brought in 
| $3,100, mostly due to ‘Lady.’ 
i bad for Holy Week. 





Pittsburgh, April 15. 
Easter Week biz n.s.h., and disap. 
pointments are pretty general. Noth- 
ing much was expected Friday and 
Saturday, but pick-up with end of 
Lent didn’t materialize when Sunda 
and Monday brought hottest April 
weather in quarter of a century, 


‘Great Lie’ 4, Fenn and ‘Men of 
Boys’ Town’ at Stanley running neck 
and neck for leadership, with former 
a bit ahead on strength of excellent 
reviews. ‘Men’ got panned generally 
for being maudlin, but marquee 
names holding it up. ‘Fantasia’ get. 
ting more action from the kids, and 
will out-stay the closing date origi. 
nally set for April 19. ‘Nice Gir) 
just fair at Senaror. H.o. of ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Private Secretary’ at Ritz 
merely hanging on, and twinner of 
‘Victory’ and ‘Play Girl’ at Warner 
only another double feature. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,200; 50-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk), 
Picking up sharply, with Easter holi- 
day accounting for extra kiddie 
trade. Will do fine $7,000, and sticks 
beyond the contemplated April 19 
closing date. Last week, $4,200, which 
means that Holy Week was better 
than the prior session. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 25-35-50) 
—Great Lie’ (WB). Bette Davis 
starrer well liked*here and exerting 
a strong femme pull. Should wind 
up No. 1 in a rather sluggish Easter 
Week. Looks like around $16,000, 
good, but not what was anticinated 
for a holiday session. At that figure 
film will not move either to Warner 
or Ritz for h.o, Last week, ‘Topper 
Returns’ (UA) in the doghouse at 
$8,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50 )—‘Hardy’s 
Secretary’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moved 
here after successive stanzas at War- 
ner and Penn, and obviously has 
played itself out. Will be lucky to 
wind up with $2,200. Last week, re- 
issue of ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Knockout’ (WB), no go at $1.700. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 25-35-50)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U). Splendid notices for 
Deanna Durbin picture, and may 
pick up as week progresses, but at 
present everybody concerned will be 
willing to settle for $7,000. That’s 
profitable, but below par for both 
Durbin and a holiday. House will 
probably hold, looking to front-page 
breaks on star’s coming wedding to 
help. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col), sin- 
gly, and dual of ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) 
and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), split nine 
davs to mediocre $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Deluxer 
back to straight pix again for a few 
weeks after several months of combo 
pelicy. ‘Boys Town’ sequel will do 
fair enough for itself. Nothing like 
first one, however, latest getting a 
| general panning, and probably won't 
|go above $15,500. Last week, ‘Bad 
Man’ (M-G) and Blackstone’s magic 
unit, not bad at $15,800. Inexpensive 
layout, and gross mean a profit. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 
| Collected nice notices, but will be 
just another also-ran at $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G), on 
move-over from Penn, fine $7,000. 


RECORD HOLY WEEK IN 
OMAHA; ‘RIO’ BIG 126 


Omaha, April 15. 

Best Holy Week business recorded 
within the memory of local theatre 
men brought comfortable crowds to 
practically every downtown theatre. 
| At the Omaha ‘Men of Boys Town’ 
| will do a very swell $10,000. or bet- 
| ter, and is a cinch to be held over. 
|In a city where an unusually large 
|proportion of the population 1s 
| Catholic, this is doing pretty well. 
At the Brandeis, ‘The Devil and 
| Miss Jones’ plus ‘Melody for Three’ 
|is picking up a nice business and will 
|play around $5,500 for probably & 

ry at the second week. Orpheum 
| with ‘That Night in Rio’ and ‘Ride, 
Kelly, Ride,’ ought to ride out & 
swell week approaching $12,000. In- 
cidentally, the State, playing a second 
run of ‘Philadelphia Story,’ is single- 
featuring it. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 10-30-40) 
—Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Very 
good $10,000. Last week, ‘Gone 
(M-G) (2d wk), fine $9,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO). Good $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (reissue), 
nice $5,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th). Big $12,000. Last week, 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par), rather slow $8,300. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 





| 
| 














Not 
| 


‘Philadelphia’ (M-G), single feature. 
split with ‘Vigilantes’ (U). ‘Bit of 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Easter, Good Product Hypo Chi: 
‘Zanzibar -Eddy Howard Big 446, 
Night’ $10,000, Liegt eld Lovely 176 








Chicago, April 15. 
With Lent out of the way there is 
little occasion for gloom around the 
loop theatres. Friday was_ bad, 
naturally, but on Saturday came the 
mobs of shoppers to jam the down- 
town area, and the afternoon found 
lenty of customers for the theatres. 
y night the boxoffices were work- 
ing in shifts to handle the demand. 
There is pretty good _ product 
strength throughout the loop, top 
item being ‘Road to Zanzibar.’ This 
one was even able to buck the box- 
office lethargy of Good Friday and 
came up on that oe with an excel- 
lent account of itself. On the stage 
with the picture is Eddy Howard 
who is an established vocal fave in 
this town. 
On Saturday (12) the United 
Artists started with ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 
Was given a fine exploitation cam- 
aign which was aided and abetted 
Peaithily by the Herald-and-Ameri- 
n. 
"Palace is coming in with ‘Devil 
and Miss Jones’ today (Tuesday) as 
top mounter of a double feature. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65 —Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th wk). 
Picture has started to build up once 


fmore after a few weeks of decline. 
Added weekend shows and plugging | 


of cheaper prices has helped de- 
cidedly. Currently looks for bang-up 
$10,000, after snagging $7,300 last 
week. ; 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and .stage show. 
Eddy Howard headlining on the 


rostrum as a real money asset. On | 


the combination strength, the gross 
zooms to beautiful $44,000, réal coin. 
Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) in second 
week, plus Patsy Kelly and ZaSu 
Pitts on stage, was plenty flabby at 
$26,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Topper Returns’ (UA). Should 
manage $5,500, good. Last 
‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), couldn’t buck 
the trend and faded at $3,700. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Holding strictly on the gen- 
eral upswing of the season at $16,000, 
all right. Last week, ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO) was weak at $11,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ (U). 
For second week tracking through 
to good $9,500 in view of the Lent 
back-wash. Last week, excellent 
$13,200. ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) re- 
place this week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Ends Night’ (UA). Drew rave 
notices and bringing out the tear- 
jerk fans, which wili add to good 
$10,000 for initial week. Last week, 


‘Mad Doctor’ (Par), and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par) plus ‘Third Dimension’ 
(Par), managed mild $6,900 for 
second stanza. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) and vaude. Pic- 
ture got great reports from previous 
showing in the Palace, and 
build currently to walloping $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and 
‘Latin Quarter Revue’ on stage, fair 
“enough at $15,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
28-44) ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). 
Opened Saturday (12) and was sent 
away fast by whirlwind ad and 
exploitation campaign in which the 
Hearst Herald-American figured in 
& iarge and effective way. Looks for 
hotcha $17,000. Last week, ‘Hardy's 
Secretary’ (M-G) finished  dis- 
appointing fortnight to $8,100, slip- 
Ping suddenly in second week. 


BROOKLYN SAD 





Baseball Blitzes the B.O., But ‘Hardy’ 


Dual Swell $21,000 





Brooklyn, April 15. 
Slight falling off 
Dodgers at Ebbets Field. Principal 
activity this stanza is at Loew’s Met- 
ropolitan, where ‘Andy Hardy’s Pri- 


vate Secretary’ and ‘Rage in Heaven’ 


are On display. Second week of ‘Sea 
Wolf’ and ‘You're the One’ at Fa- 


bian Fox will come through okay, as 


will Fabian Paramount with ‘Adam 
Had Four Sons’ and 
Nights.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50 )— | 


Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th). Quiet $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Train’ (20th), strong $20,000. 

Fox (Fabian) 


(Par) (2d wk). Neat $16,000. Last 
week. attractive $19,500. 
Met (Loew's) (3,618: 25-35-50)— 


Heaven’ (M-G). Swell $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Keeping 
— (M-G) (2d wk), fine $18,- 


Paramount (Fabian) 
"'—Adam’ (Col) and 


(4,126; 25-35- 
‘Las Vegas 


Nights’ (Par). Satisfactory $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), okay $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Roundup’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 
(U). So-so $4,000. Last week, ‘Miss- 
ing Girls’ (Select) and ‘Queen’s Pent- 
house’ (Col), good $5,000. 


BUFF. BULLISH; 
TRACY-ROONEY 
FINE $15,000 


Buffalo, April 15. 
Activity at mainstem wickets, 
which abated only slightly for the 
pre-Easter semester, bounced back 
with renewed vigor into the lush 
money brackets for the current 
canto. Easter saw slameroo crowds 











week, | 


should | 


in attendance | 
noted, due te holidays and arrival of 


‘Las Vegas 


; (4,023; 25-35-50)— | 
Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘You’re the One’ 


mobbing the pic emporiums while 
| Easter Monday, always a brisk ses- 
‘sion here, continued to keep the 
\ticket rolls spinning with gratifying 
| vitality. 

‘Men of Boys Town’ and Carroll’s 
‘Vanities’ are heavy neck-and-neck 
grossers at the Lakes and 20th 
Century respectively. ‘Night in Rio’ 
is following in at a brisk gait at the 
| Buffalo, while ‘Nice Girl’ is proving 
'a plenty potent item at the Lafay- 
jette. Only the Hipp is lagging. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
| ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Penalty’ 

(M-G). Biz took neat upswing for 
laround $12,000, good. Last week, 
|‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G), slowed to so-so 
$9,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th). Tracy-Rooney 
starrer zipping along for around 
sweet $15,000: Last week, ‘Bad Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 
impressive $8,800. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Foot« 
steps’ (WB) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par). Offish. Will probably grind 
out about $5,000. Last week, ‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster Girl’ 
(Par), dropped to tepid $5,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Streets Cairo’ 
(U). Bullish biz at $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (4th wk) 
and ‘Where Get Girl’ (U) (nine 
days), rode out month’s run for over 
smacking $9,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
55)—‘Play Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Vani- 
ties’ on stage. Tall tally indicated. 





|Around $14,000, andy, or a bit 
under. Last . week, ‘Honeymoon 
|Three’ (WB) and ‘Father’s Son’ 


| (WB), as expected, over $6,000, mild. 


Seattle Product Helps 











Seattle, April 15. 
(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
Swell Easter weather took its 
‘usual toli in motorists, but those 
who stayed in town went to shows, 
| thus making the deal come out about 
150-50. Product this round is also 
very good, and is helping plenty in 
the figures. 

Top gross goes to the Paramount, 
where ‘Night in Rio’ holds forth. 
Film furthermore had the benefit of 
i slick exploitation. Vic Gauntlett, ad 
|manager of Hamrick-Evergreen, used 
increased newspaper space, bill- 
| boards, window displays, and tie-ups 
| with music stores. Owing to ban on 
| ASCAP music, he installed a phono- 
graph in the foyer, playing pop .wunes 





} 


| during intermission. 
| quite a few gapers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

| (850;  30-40-50)—‘Topper Returns’ 
'(UA) and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G) (2d 
| wk) after a week at the Fifth Ave. 

Big $3,000 in store. Last week 
| (21-35), ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘Each 

Other’ (UA) (subsequent run), no 
| dice, pulled after six week days to 
terrible $1,200. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

(1,900: 21-35)—‘Come Live’ (M-G) 
|and ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d run). 
| Very fine $3,300. Last week ‘Sierra 
(WB) and ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
| (RKO) (2d run), $3,000, okay. 
| Fifth Avenue 
| green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Men Boys 


Big campaign, and the end 
lof Lent helping toward swell $8,000. 
|Last week “Topper Returns’ (UA) 
land ‘Free Easy’ (M-G), $7,500, big. 

| Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col) and ‘Lil 


(Continued Mm nace 


Plenty; ‘Rio’ $8,800) 


(Hamrick - Ever- | 
c }enough to stack up 
| Town’ (M-G) und ‘Seattergood Bains’ | 
‘Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Rage | (RKO). 





| 


| clip. 


| 
| 
| 
} 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 17 


Astor —‘I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (4th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(23rd wk.). 

Capitol—‘Men of Boys Town’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Mr, District Attor- 
ney’ (Rep). 

(Reviewed in Variery, April 2) 

Globe—‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col) 
(19). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Music Hall — ‘That Hamilton 
Woman!’ (UA) (3d wk.). 

Palace—‘Dead Men Teil’ (20th) 
(16). 

(Reviewed in Vartiery, March 26) 

Paramount—‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto — ‘Ride on Vaquero’ 
(20th) (18). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 2) 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(6th wk.). 

Roxy—‘Lady from Cheyenne’ 
(U). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 2) 

Strand — ‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 


Week of April 24 


Astor — ‘I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (5th wk.). 


Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(24th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). 

Criterion—‘Girl, a Guy and a 
Gob’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Varrery, March 5) 

Globe — ‘Girl in the News’ 
(20th) (26). 


Musie Hall—‘That Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variery, March 19) 
Paramount—‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). 
Strand — ‘Great 
(3d wk.). 


Lie’ (WB) 








Happy Easter In 
L ville; ‘Zanzibar 
$8,500, Town’ 8G 


Louisville, April 15. 

Easter Week is presenting a bright 
picture at downtown b.0o’s, particu- 
larly the houses on Fourth avenue. 
Perfect weather, however, brought 
folks out in cars, and afoot to join 
the annual Easter parade, so bulk of 
the biz is at night. 

‘Men of Boys Town,’ at Loew’s, and | 
‘Road to Zanzibar," at the Rialto, are} 
topping the town. Roller Derby, still | 
in progress at the Jefferson County | 
Armory, is opposish to the film| 
houses, but otherwise there are no 
counter-attractions worth mention- | 











ing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Eve’ (Par) and)| 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th), moveover | 


from Rialto. Not expecting heavy | 
returns on third downtown week, | 
probably medium $1,700. Last week, | 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Meet Chump’ | 
(U), managed fair $2,000 on move-/| 
over. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25)— | 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Flight Des- 
tiny’ (WB), looks to round up satis- 
factory $1,400. Last week. ‘Bagdad’ 


(UA) and ‘Tall. Dark’ (20th), gar- 
nered allright $1.300. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3.200: 15- 


30-40)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col). Had ‘em 
stacked in over weekend. and started 
off balance of the week at healthv 
If pece holds, should nail good 
$8.000. Last week, “Toppver Returns’ 
(UA) and ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) okay 


| $7.500. 
Stunt attracted | 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 15- 
30-40)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Pic re- 
ceived praise from crix, and the b.o. 
is plenty brisk. Aiming at excellent 
$4,200, and possible h.o. Last week, 
‘John Doe’ (WB), in fourth trv at 
this house. wound up the engagement 
to tune of fine $3,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and M>rch 
of Time. Good marquee names. Re- 
sponse at the wicket is solid and| 
profitable. probably good $8.500 Last | 
week. ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Sleepers West’ | 
(20th), on ho. managed allright 


| $6.000. 


Smith’ | 


|econcentrate on the 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- | 
30-40)—‘Round Un’ (Par) and ‘Las}| 
Vegas Nights’ (Par). Not »ootent} 
against Fourth} 
Defense workers | 

main stem for 
their show shopping, and side street 


Avenue opposish 


| houses, unless they have ‘op-draught 


pix, are given the go-by. Indications 
are for licht $2.600. Last week, ‘Man 
Lost? (U) and ‘Double Date’ (U) 


e 1. en nN 


No Easter Eggs on Bway; Zanzibar’ 
Plus Jive-Piper Goodman Sock 686, 
Bette-Jimmy Dorsey Stout $45,000 





Easter finally came. And, so it 
would appear, also did summer. All 
of New York seemed to turn out 
Sunday (13), with the weather the 
nicest for Easter bonnets in several 
years. Managers also noted a larger 
bunch of out-of-towners than usual. 
Horse racing started Saturday (12), 
with the Jamaica track drawing over 
37,000 people, and the baseball sea- 
son got under way Monday (14), but 
most picture houses are still doing a 
land-office business. 


With schools being shuttered this 
week there was a strong lift Mon- 
day (14) at the film boxoffices. Both 
the Paramount and Strand claimed 
to have had their largest Mondays 
under present pitband policies, while 
the Music Hall also did what ordi- 
narily would amount to a strong 
Saturday or Sunday biz. The b.o’s 
were continuing very active yester- 
day (Tues.), also. 


Although “Road to Zanzibar’ and 
Benny Goodman opened at the Par 
in the middle of Lent, the going has 
been very smashy from the begin- 
ning and, with house having its 
biggest weekend yet, the first seven 
days through yesterday (Tues.) sent 
the gross skyward to $68,000. Record 
under the more than five years of 
the stageband policy was $69,100, 
scored by ‘Wells Fargo’ and Fred 
Waring on New Year’s week in 1937. 
Theatre will keep the present show 
a minimum of three weeks. 


Strand opened only tolerably on 
Good Friday (11), always a poor day 
for theatres, but went into high gear 
over the weekend and should end at 
an excellent $45,000 or thereabouts 
on the first week with ‘Great Lie’ 
and Jimmy Dorsey. 

A stageshow house that is pro- 
viding strong competition is the 
State which has ‘Dictator’ at pop 
prices and, in person, Joe E. Lewis, 
Peggy Fears, others. May push to a 
strany $30,000. Picture is day-and- 
dating in eight other Loew houses. 

Pulling down heavy coin is ‘That 
Hamilton Woman,’ now in its second 
week at the Hall. Running ahead of 
the first, when $98,500 was struck, 
very big, it will get $110,000 or near 
currently and remains a third round. 





In the disappointing division are 
‘Men of Boys Town’ which came into 
the Capito] Thursday (10) and ‘Pot 
o’ Gold’ on holdover at the Roxy. 
The Spencer Tracy-Mickey Rooney 
film appears no more than $20,000, 
sorrowful for 
‘Gold’ got only $32,000 last week, its 
first, at the Roxy and was forced 
into a second. Nabbing $12,000 on 
Sunday (13) keeps it from being less 
than $30,000 on the holdover but also 
poor. Theatre brings in ‘Lady from 
Cheyenne,’ obtained from Universal, 
tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 

‘Meet John Doe’ sluffed off to 
$15,000 on its fifth week at the Rivoli 
and today (Wed.) begins the sixth, 
probably its finale. Par’s $2 ‘I 


Wanted Wings’ is now in its third | 
| week at the Astor, where set for a 


total of eight. It is doing fairly, on 
the five days through Monday (14) 
having taken $9,500. The full second 
week in Lent was $12,500. 

Having given up the idea of play- 


ing ‘Citizén Kane’ in two houses on | 


Broadway, RKO is now pointing it 
for the Palace on a twice-daily run 
at $2 top starting, in all probability, 
May 1. 

Three current film shows were 
well exploited, but one, ‘Boys Town,’ 
is not answering to the campaign 
put behind it. ‘Road to 


ever, are both high in the chips. 
Good selling figured in each case. 
On ‘Lie’ Warners put on a world 


premiere at Bette Davis’ birthplace, | 


Littleton, N. H., and copped plenty 
of breaks on that. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —Wings’ (Par) (3d week). 
Last week (2d), $12,500, not socko, 
but okay in view of Lent. On five 


days over Easter, ending Monday 


night (14), $9,500 was grossed, fair. 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) (23d 
week). Last week (22d), $16,000, 
while currently with arirval of 


Easter pickup is being staged, first 

two days (13-14) being $5,600. 
Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 

—Men of Boys Town’ (M-G). Very 


sluggish entry at what appears to be | 


$20,000 tops, but will be held over 
so that ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) may be 
brought in Thursday (24). Last week, 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G) bit the dust, only 
$10,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)—‘Mr. 
District Attorney’ (Rep) opens here 
today ‘(Wed.). ‘Penalty’ (M-G) didn’t 
fare well, getting but $6,000. Behind 
it, ‘Free and Easy’ (M-G) a teary 
$4,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55 )—‘Escape to 


Glory’ ‘Col) (2d-final week). About 
$5,000 sighted after first week’s | 
$6,500. ‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col) goes 


on marquee Saturday (19). 

Palace (1.790; 20-30-35) — ‘Nice 
Girl’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Dead Men 
Tr Neh) fet w:95) Pret ’ 


the high-bracketer. | 


— 


Zanzibar’ | 
| (Par) and ‘Great Lie’ (Strand), how- 


a day ahead of schedule today 
(Wed.). ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), latter first 


run, went eight days and did fairly, 
$8,600. Preparations going ahead to 
open ‘Citizen Kane* (RKO) here on 
a twice-daily run at $2 top probably 


on May 1. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and Benny Good- 
man, Gil Lamb, Copacabana Revue 
(2d week). One of the sockiest 
shows to ever play here and runner- 
up for record high take at $68,000 
on the first week ending last night 
(Tues.). Only ‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) 
and Fred Waring on New Year's 
week in 1937 beat it in gross during 
the more than five years of the 
house’s pit-band policy, and then 
only by $1,100. Begins second week 
today (Wed.). Last week, second 
for ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and Charlie Bar- 
net band, $32,200, okay. ; 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA) and stage show (2d week), 
Zooming to smash $110,000 or close, 
topping initial week’s take of $98,500, 
which in itself was tremendous, since 
that was during Lent. Sticks a third 
week. This year’s Easter spectacle 
has drawn much fine comment. 


Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Flying 
Wild’ (U). Count looks like $5,500, 
light. Last week, ‘Lone Wolf Takes 


Chance’ (Col), $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-65-99 )—‘John Doe’ 
(WB) (6th week). Not so much 
dough coming in now, and the stanza 
beginning today (Wed.) will prob- 
ably be the nightcap. The fifth week 
down to $15,000, mild, while the 
fourth round was $21,000. o.k. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘Pot 
o’ Gold’ (UA) and stage show (2d- 
final week). It wasn’t much of an 
Easter here, only about $30.000 
sighted. A $12,000 Sunday (13) was 
scored, however, this helping the 
gross to compare with a $32,000 first 
week, though that was not good, 
either. ‘Lady from Cheyenne’ (U) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d run) and, on 
vaude bill, Joe E. Lewis and Peggy 
Fears. Things are humming here, 
$30,000 being a strong probability, 
fine. This is first pop N. Y. engage- 
ment of the Chaplin picture, but it is 
day-and-dated in eight other Loew 
theatres, including the Ziegfeld and 
Lexington, not so far away. Last 
week ‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G) 
and Louis Armstrong band unit, un- 
der $18,000, mildish. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and Jimmy Dorsey 
band. Started off under hopes Fri- 
day (11), but since then going at ex- 
cellent speed and will snag $45,000 
or in that vicinity, holding over. Last 
week, third for ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and 
Charlie Spivak, $20,000, light. 


‘Jones’-Vaude, $15,000, 
Topping Lively Balto; 
‘Lie’ Healthy $13,000 


Baltimore, April 15 

Extra strong line-up of product 
|and perfect weather combining to 
|hang up fair takes all around. In 
| spite of halting start during holy 
|days immediately preceding week- 
end, boxoffices took a spurt Sunday 
and held steadily thereafter. 

Well received by the local crix, 
‘Tne Devil and Miss Jones’ is click- 
ing off a healthy take at the combo 
Hipp. Also maintaining a nice pace 
are ‘Men of Boys’ Town’ at Loew’s 
|Century and ‘The Great Lie’ at the 
| Stanley. Rest allright. 
| 
| 
i 





Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-28- 


| 44) ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Pick- 
|Ing up steadily with okay $12.000 
looked for. Last week, ‘Bad Man’ 


(M-G), fair $6,300 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 15- 
Penge: wag. pee gee Jones’ (RKO) 
| plus vaude. Nicely spotted for strong 
| response at $15,000. Last week. ‘Pen- 
alty’ (M-G), leaning heavily on 
| Sammy Kaye's orchestra paced town 

| with solid $14,900. 


| 
} 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
| 28-39-44-§5-66) —‘Lady Cheyenne’ 
(U). Holding its own nicely to pos- 


| sible $8,000. Last week, ‘Mad Doctor’ 
(Par), just so-so at $4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 
,44)—‘Night in Rio’ (20th). 
through steadily on _ strength of 
house's femme following. Should 
reach $7,000, a good figure for lim- 


ited seating here. Last week, second 


15-28-35- 
Coming 


of ‘Footsteps’ (WB), built to “fair 
total of $6,900 for the two weeks 
played. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 15-28-39-44- 
' 55) — ‘Great Lie’ (WB). Set to tota 
okav $13.000 for the week Last 
week, 


‘Monster Girl’ 


(Par) all wror 
] C ation 2 : hy } 


in thi la 


ey ee ee 
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We'll be seeing you 
in the Navy soon! 
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Weather Nicks Philly; ‘Zanzibar’ 
18146, ‘Rio’ Bally Produces $17,100 


+ 
v 





Philadelphia, April 15. 
Balmy weather, which sent tens 
of thousands to the seashore over 
the Easter weekend, is hurting the 
b.o, at downtown deluxers this sesh. 
Atlantic City and nearby resorts re- 


ported record-shattering crowds 
with the bulk coming from the 
Philly area. 

The exodus was_ counteracted 


somewhat by the addition of young- 
sters home for the Easter weekend 
and the Passover holidays. Soldiers 
returning on holiday furlough also 
helped a bit. 

Getting good play is 
Zanzibar’ at the Fox and ‘Night in 
Rio’ at the Stanley. Holdovers of 
‘Great Dictator’ and ‘Boys Town’ 
also making good showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-75-86-$1.14- 
$1.71)—Fantasia’ (Disney) (9th wk). 
Moppets helping to boost this one a 
bit for 
mediocre $7,300. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) = (2d 
run). Winding up with a nice $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
(RKO}, good $3,500 for third run. 

Bovd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding up with neat $13,800. Open- 
ing sesh, a bullish $16,100. 

Earle (WB) 2,350; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Las Vegas Nights’ Par) with stage 
show headed by Will Bradley or- 


chestra. Plenty profitable with 
$20,500. Last week, ‘Knockout’ WB) 
plus stage show featuring Jimmy 


Lunceford’s band and Bill Robinson, 
a zingy $22.500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Hope-Crosby- 
Lamour combo good for an oomph- 
ish $18,500. Last week, ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) bogged down 
during second week for sour $9,500 
in six days 


Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Sea Wolt’ (WB) (2d run). Okay 
$4,900 Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) 
dragged down a_ sock $4,500 for 
second week of subsequent-run 
showing 

Keith's (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—Nice Girl’ (U) (2d run). Nothing 
to get excited about with so-so 
$4,000 Last week, 


run. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 


an even $8,000. Last week, | 





| 


| 
| 


‘Road to} 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
0 eer $1,842,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
ae ot 
Total Gross Same Week 
2 . " Saapeereerre $1,549,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 166 theatres) 








| ward to swell $8,000 after knockout 


| 


$9,500 in opener, 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Queen's 
Penthouse’ (Col). One of the happier 
combinations pacing for swell $14.- 
000, and a possible holdover. Last 
week ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), fair $10,000 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘District Attor- 
ney (Rep). Doing stand-up biz for 
neat $10,000. Last week ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par) and ‘Plane Robbery’ 


| (Col), fair $5,090. 





ROONEY - TRACY 


CLEVE. 


Cleveland, April 15. 

Lent didn’t dent Cleveland as 
miich as it did in previous years. 
Most deluxers came through Good 
Friday openings in surprisingly fine 
shape, especially ‘Men of Boys 
Town,’ which is stepping out with 
seven-league boots at State. 

Topping it is ‘Girl, Guy and Gob,’ 
packing Palace’s 


of Allan Jones, 
Blackstone on 
and Miss Jones,’ 


Irene Hervey and 
stage. Even ‘Devil 
though not grooved 





plenty | 


lobby Saturday | 
(12), but power behind it is tripling | 


| School spring vacations also revital- | 


|izing ‘Fantasia,’ with rush of ticket 
|reservations guaranteeing a 25% 
|jump in biz for fifth week. Only 
| Faster eggs being laid by ‘Bad Man’ 
at Stillman and ‘Lady from Chey- 


enne’ (second week) at Allen. 


ing out civie auditorium, but not 
affecting theatre trade. 
Estimats for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55)— 


|‘Lady Cheyenre’ (U). Just fair 
$3,000 for a moveover that took a 
beating at Hipp. Last week, ‘Sea 


Wolf’? (WB) on a shift, swept in ro- 


‘Strawberry | bust $4,300. 
Blonde’ (WB), fair $4,300 for second | 


Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435: 50-75- 
| $1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th 
wk). Starting to get repeaters, out- 


—‘Night in Rio’ (20th). Getting the | of-towners and chartered-bus trade 


benefit of good exploitation, 
ringing up bangup $17,100. 
week, ‘Nice Girl’.(U), poor $12,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
— Dictator’ (UA) (6th wk). Gaining 
ground as it goes along with neat 
$7,800. Last 
with $7,500. 


Kaye-‘Shot’ Nice 
116, Town, 9446 
In Spotty Indpls. 


Indianapolis, April 15. 
holdovers in the downtown 
this week are throwing ex- 





Two 


sector 


cess coin to Loew’s where ‘Men of | 


Boys Town’ dualed with ‘Lone Wolf 


and | from schools. 
Last | $10,000, so encouraging that manage- 


week, slightly under | > eae Jones’ 


Spurting to a sweet 


is almost certain it can hold 
Collected $7,800 


ment 
up to nearly June. 
during Holy Week. 
Hipp (Warners) 
(RKO). A bit too 
subtle in satire for this stand, with 
| Jean Arthur not one of its faves, so 
good $11,000 can be attributed to 
smart salesmanship. Last week, 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U). weak $7,400. 
Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) with vaude. 





of Irene Hervey, Allan Jones and 
Blackstone. the magician, is doing 
lall the shooting for a gilded $19,000 
Last week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), 
|with Erskine Hawkins’ orchestra, 
laverage $13,500, but still profitable. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Turning 
turbines up to fine $13,000. mebbe 
more. Last week, “Topper Returns’ 
(UA), around $9,300, not bad. 
Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
155)—'Bad Man’ (M-G). Had ears 
slapped off by critics, and dawdling 
at ordinary $3,000. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par) (2d wk), astonishing at $4,800. 





Takes a Chance’ is doing nicely, and | PROV. WEAKENS: ‘TOWN’ 


to the Lyric, where Sammy Kaye's 


with ‘Shot in 


screen. 


the 
are 


the Dark’ on 
Second-stanza houses 


Indiana with ‘Road to Zanzibar.’ and 
with ‘Night in Rio’ and | 


the Circle 


‘Scotland Yard.’ 
Ls a} - ; 
Theatre managers are still won- 
dering if something can’t be done 
avout week-day biz. Friday, Sat- 


urday and Sunday are always good, 
With houses drawin* a lot of out-of- 
town trade, but the other four days 
have been dving regularly. 
Estimates for This Week ; 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th) (2d wk). Weak 
= Last week, not-so-good $7,- 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 
30-40 )—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk). 
aay $5,000. Last week, nice $11,- 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—'Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Wolf 
hance’ (Col). Big noise of the 
‘Own with good $9,500. Last week, 


‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G), puny $6,000. 
Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 


orchestra is riding along to a profit, | $14,000, “LANZIBAR’ 106 


Providence, April 15 
Though main-stemmers' carried 
through Lent with but littl damage 
to biz, combo of pre-Easter week- 
end and opening of Narragansett 
race track Saturday (12) slowed 
|nearly everything to a walk. ‘Road 
|to Zanzibar’ at Strand was an excep- 
'tion and is 1 . Post-Eastei 
'jump hypoing ‘Men of Boys Town’ 
at Loew's State for possible hold- 
lover, while ‘Night in Rio’ at Majes- 
| tic is enjoying a good second stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO. Bad start hurt. 
Looking for only so-so $5,500. Last 
week ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (RKO), swell $8,500. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 


iding high 





50)—Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (‘(M-G) (2d run). 
Slowed to wea‘: $2,000. Last week 
| ‘John Doe’ (WB) (3d downtown wk}, 


| 


| nifty $3,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) 
Conquest’ (WB) an 


(2.000: 25-35)—‘City 
vaude. Picked 


‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) and Sammy |up slowly for below-average $5,000 


Kaye orchestra. 


Okay $11,000, with |Last week ‘Old Cheyenne’ (Rep) and 


all the credit given to the band.| vaude, fair $5,500. 
Last weck.. ‘Sleepers West’ (20th)| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50 )- 
and Ciro Rimac orchestra, brutal | ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Shot in 


34,800, 


| Dark’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Lovking for- 


(3.700; 30-35-42- | 


Comedy well liked, but stage combo | 


FINE 313,00 | 


| door amusements, kept theatres from 





TIE-VAUDE BIG 
$21,000 IN D.C. 


Washington, April 15. 
Easter Week finds town overrun, 
as usual, with thousands of tourists, 
swelling already bulging population. 
Balmy weather, plus opening of out- 





L.A. Trade Rides High; Kyser Record 
$42,000 With ‘Dive’, ‘Wolf Roaring 
24G, ‘Jones $26,500, Town $23,300 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tg eo ccs $371,500 
(Based on 13 theatres} 

Tetal Gross Same wWeek 
OF eee . $303,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 











anticipated oe" 
| Paramount !s making a 
sweep this time with Kav Ky 


CINCY; ‘RIO 


| having to add extra chairs, but all | 
| grosses are undoubtedly above what 
| they would normally be with same 


| Earle. 


|for Hipp clientele, got off bullishly. | 


| ‘Dictator’ 
Metropolitan opera company sell- | 


shows and opposition. 
Horace Heidt ‘Pot o’ Gold’ p.a., 


$12,000 


with ‘Trial of Mary Dugan,’ is put-| 


ting Capitol slightly in front of ‘The | 


Great Lie’ and no-name vaude at 
Third place goes to ‘Devil 
and Miss Jones’ at Keith’s, which 
drew nice opening on strength of 
word-of-mouth following sneak pre- 
view week before arrival. Other 
profitable stunt this week is Met's 
‘Shock Week,’ combining ‘Monster 
and Girl’ and ‘Mad Doctor,’ repre- 
senting first double feature in spot’s 
history. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Horace Heidt responsible for week’s 
top take, big $22,000. Last week, 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) can thank Tommy 
Dorsey orchestra for hefty $23,500. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
(UA) (2d run). Back 
downtown for second run at 
prices, and will see average $5,000. 


| Last week, ‘Rebecca’, (UA) (revival), 


passable $4.000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and vaude. Big 
$21,000. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy ’( RKO) 
and Martha Raye, nice $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—‘Miss 
Jones’ (RKO). Recent sneak pre- 
view assured strong opening, and it’s 
holding toward powerful $11.000. 
Last week. ‘Nice Girl’ (U) (3d wk), 
good $7.000. 

Met (WB) (1.600; 28-44)—‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par). 
Combo sold as ‘Shock Week.’ Will 
get strong $6,500. Last week, *Con- 
voy (RKO), good $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55)—‘Men 
Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Disap- 
pointing, but still profitable $10,000 
Last week, below expectations with 
$14,000 


‘lanzibar’ Heads For 
Record 156, Denver: 
‘Jones’ Soggy $7,700 


Denver, April 15. 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ is on the road to 
breaking the house record at the 
Denham, packing the place all week 
holding strongly over Easter. 
Holiday snapped up biz all around 
although ‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ 
at the Orpheum failed to share in the 
upturn. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400, 25-40) 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) after a week at 
the Denver. Fair $3,500. Last week 
‘Dictator’ (UA) .after a week at the 

Denver, fine $5.500. 


and 


Broadway (Fox) (1.040; 25-35-40) 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (reissue) 
and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). after a 


week at the Orpheum. Allright $2.- 
500 Last week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G), after a week 
at the Orpheum, ditto. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35-50) 

Zanzibar’ (Par) Socko $15,000 
and hol Last week, ‘Round Up 
(Par), fair $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) 
‘Pot o’' Gold’ (UA) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th) Nice $9.500 Last week 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th), same. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO). Poor $7,700. Last 
week, ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (re- 
issue) and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), fair 
$8.700 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Knockout’ (WB) and ‘Campus Con- 
fessions’ (Par). Nice $6,000 Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB). ditto. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Dictator’ 
(UA), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Flying Wild’ 
(Mono). Accounting for a good $2.,- 
500. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th). after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Devil Com- 
mands’ (Col), good $2,500. 


pop | 


Cincinnati, April 15. 

Summer weather hit this burg in 
the first half, and wilted the b.o. to 
a gloomy Easter week level. Week- 
end temperature zipped into the high 
80's, encouraging natives to strut 
new togs in the open. 

Current cage topper is ‘That Night 
in Rio’ with an all right Palace mark. 
|A notch behind is ‘Men of Boys 
| Town’ at the Albee. ‘Model Wife’ is 

sluggish for the Grand. Revival of 
| ‘Bringing Up Baby’ at Keith’s is a 
| no-dicer, and the Lyric. with an in- 
frequent dualler, . ‘Convoy’ = and 
| ‘Scattergood Baines,’ is on the low 
side. 

Heat wave is also hurting the 
combo Shubert, which has one of its 
best-of-the-season stage shows in the 
‘Red Hot and _ Beautiful’ revue, 
linked with ‘Repent At Leisure.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Fairly 
good $11,000. Last week, ‘Lady 


Cheyenne’ (U), dull $8.000. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Poor 
$3.000. Same last week for ‘Eve’ 
(Par) in second week of second run, 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Meet Chump’ (U) and ‘Murder 
Among Friends’ (20th), split with 
‘Back in Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Gang- 
ster Sea’ (Ind). Fair $1,900. Ditto 
last week on ‘Make Music’ (RKO) 
and ‘Girl News’ (20th), divided with 
‘Rangers Ride’ (Par) and ‘Petticoat 
Politics’ (Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
“Model Wife’ (U). Sluggish $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d 
run), excellent $5,000. Pic fetched 
$3,500 in initial week at Keith’s four 
weeks earlier. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50) 


(2.000; 33-40-50)— 


Los Angeles, April 15, 
(Best Exploitation: State) 


Virtually all the local fit runs 
are heading for big profits, with the 
| Faster holid iy biz above average in 
| most of the situations. Everything 
} Opened about the middle or end of 
| Holy Week, but strong attractions 


overcame the customary bugaboo, 
and results during the ordinary lean 
period were far better than generally 


clean 


ergs 
orchestra and ‘Power Dive.” Kvyser 
power-kited the gross to a record 
$42,000, smashing all figures in the 
history of the theatre on Sunday, 
when he attracted $8,501 which 
means 14,354 admissions. The take 
for the total week likewise is a new 
high for the Paramount under its 


present policy. 

‘The Sea Wolf’ is the holiday at- 
traction at the Warners Downtown 
and Hollywood, and, in spite of the 
fact that the piece is a remake. it 
should have no trouble hitting $24,- 
000 on the initial stanza. ‘Meu of 
Boys’ Town’ is piling up fairly okay 
grosses at the State and Chinese‘ and 
‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ at the 
RKO and Pantages will warrant a 
second week. ; 

‘The Dictator,’ on first run move- 
over to the United Artists and Wil- 
shire, is expected to add another 
sweet $14,000 to top the nearly $34,- 
000 garnered on the initial run. Or- 
pheum has two first run pictures and 
a Major Bowes unit, and holdovers 
of ‘Fantasia’ at the Carthay Circle 
and ‘That Hamilton Woman’ at the 
Four Star will give a good account 
of themselves. 

‘Men of Boys’ Town’ was heavily 
exploited by Fox-West Coast, out- 
standing tieup being one whereby a 
contest was participated in by all of 
| the parochial schools in this area. 
| Some 67 grade schools and eight high 
| schools took part in the contest, 
which was in the nature of an essay 
on ‘What constitutes character in the 
Catholic youth.’ As a result of the 
tieup, announcements were made of 
the picture’s engagement in all of the 
schools and in numerous Catholie 

(Continued on page 23) 


‘Tamibar’ $5,800 In 


Memphis; ‘Town, 











‘Lie, ‘Rio’ All Big 


| nae 


Memphis, April 15 

Four first-rate features are fight- 
|ing it out for post-Lenten lucre this 
|} week. Sudden burst ot quality at- 
|tractions has split the general take 


—Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (re-| 
vival). No dice at $2.000. Last week, 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G) (2d run), sorry | 
$2.800 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Convoy’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ (RKO) Missout at $2,500 
Last week, ‘Strawberry’ Blonde’ 


| (WB), seventh week on front stem, 
swell $3,800, with 
the run. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50) 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) All right 
$12,000. Last week. ‘Adam’ (Col), 
{six days, very poor $6,000 


Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-44-60) 


‘Repent at Leisure’ (RKO) and ‘Red | 


Hot and Beautiful’ 
show drew dandy 
$10.000. Last week, ‘East River’ 
(WB) and ‘Stars Over Hollywood’ 
unit, season’s low at $7,500. 


Town,’ $8,000, Paces 
Port.: ‘Gone’ No Go 


Portland 

Best opener i 
going ove} 
‘Sea Wolf’ 
the big 


Girl’ at the 


revue. Stage 
notices, but mild 


Ore., April 15 
‘Men of Boys Town,’ 
well fo: Broadway 
looks like a good bet for 
Paramount, as does ‘Nice 
United Artists 

The perennial ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ back again at the Mayfair, but 
biz this time is a disappointment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2.000: 35-40- 

50)—*Men Boys Town’ (M-G), single- 


the 


billed with short subjects. Looks 
like great $8.000. Last week, ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) and ‘Back in Saddle’ | 


(Rep) closed a second week for good 
$4.900. 
Mayfair 


(Parker-Evergreen) 
(1,500; 40-55) 


‘Gone’ (M-G). 


ing $3,500. Last week (35-40-50). | 
‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Girl Havana’ 
(Rep) low $2,500 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.800; 35-40-50) — ‘Night in Rio’ 
(20th) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). Go- 


ing for okay $5.500. Last week. 

‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Henry’ 
(Par). made high $6,300. 

Paramount§ (Hamric'’-F« n) 

| (3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) 


close to $44,000 for | 


| New Malco (Lightman) 


( Back | 
again, but can’t see over disappoint- | 


|so badly that no house is a sensa- 
tion. But the biz is okay all round, 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ looks like the 


._| pace-setter at the Malco, but it won’t 


be far ahead of the competition. ‘The 
Great Lie,’ ‘Men of Boys Town’ and 
i*‘That Night in Rio’ are all within 


hailing distance of each other, 
Estimates for This Week 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th). Has the girls 


gZaga. Mebbe $5,100 Last week 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$3,300, socko for h.o 

Warner (WB) (2,300: 10-33-44)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) Steady Bette 


Davis trade plus Brent and rave no- 
tices pressuring this one to $5,100. 
Last week ‘Blackout’ (UA), $2,000, 
bad 

(2.800 
33-44)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Hope-C 
by-Lamour good for easy $5,800 


10- 


Last 


week ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), $3,800, 
weakish 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Swell $5,- 
300 Last week ‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA). four days, and ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO), three days, $3,800, not bad 
| for splitter. 
| Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d run), 
j}and ‘Road Show’ (UA) (2d run), 
|Getting average play, $1,600. Last 
week ‘Ape’ (Mono) and ‘Chamber 
| Horrors’ (Mono), three days: ‘Rem- 
edy Riches’ (RKO), two days, and 
‘Dangerous Game’ (U), two days, 
| $1,500, slightly down. 

and ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). In 
line for strong $6,500. Last week, 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ ‘Par) horrored enough folks 


for big $6,800. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35- 


40-50)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U). Big $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 


Inspiration’ (M-G), mild $4,600. 


She 


ox 
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NG UP 
$ WIFE IS A MODEL! 


He misunderstood her! 
And 30 million other 
misunderstood women 
will rush to see why! 


AUSE HI 


D h ; ace 
0€S she think of me when the men-buyers are thinking of h ? 
er: 
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RKO District Mors. in NY.onB0. 


Drive; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


All of RKO’s district theatre man- | 
agers are due in New York today. 


(Wed.) to discuss a five week's box- 
office drive for the circuit with John 
J. O'Connor and other home office 


executives. They will remain 
through Monday (21) when a ban- 


quet will be held attended by them, 
RKO h.o. folks and all of the Greater 


N.Y. house managers. 
Drive in the theatres will start 
Thursday (24) and run for five 


weeks. Tagged RKO Maytime Movie * 


Jubilee, plans are being laid to spot 
the best shows over the five-week 
period, plus added attractions, ex- 
ploitation pressure, ete. 


Netter Tripping Again 
Leon Netter, home office Par oper- 
ating associate, in charge of the 


South and New 


ceeds there, transfers to the larger 
Dallas office as exchange manager. | 

L. W. McClintock, branch mgr. at | 
Dallas, transfers to the managership | 


of the Memphis exchange. He suc- | 
ceeds W. F. Bugie who joins the} 
sales staff at Dallas. | 


Going into Weaver's post will be | 
A. F. Larned, who returns to Dallas | 
after having been a salesman in the | 
Memphis territory for seven months. 


Otus Bowes’ New Chore | 


Regina, Sask., April 15. 


Otus Bowes, manager of the Grand, | 
Regina, and in Regina show biz for | 


has taken 
Orpheum, 


the past 21 years, 
managership of 


over 
Moose 


Jaw., Sask., replacing Les Pugsley, | 


| who takes over the Empress, Edmon- 


England partner- |, 


ships, is planning to leave Monday | 


(21) for Jacksonville and Miami. He 
will huddle with the E. J. Sparks 
people at the former and with S. A. 
Lynch in Miami. 

"Following the recent Par theatre 
convention in Hot Springs, Va.. 
Netter went to New Orleans to con- 
fer with FE. V. Richards and others 
there, returning to the h.o. last week. 


WB Acquires Another 
Pittsburgh, April 15. 
New Weiland theatre in Oakland 
district been acquired from indie in- 
terests by WB, giving circuit virtual 


monopoly in Schenley-Oakland dis- | 


trict. WB recently took over an- 
other house in same location, New 
Oakland, from Thomas A. Cilbert. 

Dave Barnholtz, vet with U office 
here, has resigned as city salesman 
to devote his time to operation of 
indie theatre which he owns with 
Mervis Bros. Francis Guehl mov- 
ing up from office manager to Barn- 
holtz’s post, with Pete Quitter tak- 
ing over 0. m. spot. Red Silverberg 
upped to Quitter’s assistant. 


;and have operated since with legiti- 


Abe Weiner, UA branch manager | 


in Pittsburgh, transferred to Boston 


office in similar capacity. Weiner | 
originally came here from Boston. 
Succeeded locally by Nat Beier, 


from UA’s N.Y. sales headquarters. 

Jacob Kaiser, vet retired exhibitor, 
and his wife celebrated their golden 
anniversary last week. Kaiser 
owned and operated West End the- 
atre from 1912 to 1926. A son, Al- 
bert, who started as a projectionist 
there, has been employed for 
last 12 years by WB’s Rowland, Wil- 
kinsburg. 

Clyde S. Waugaman will reopen 
old theatre in nearby Lyndora, Pa., 
some time next month. 


Steinbuch’s Shift 
Cleveland, April 15. 
Everett Steinbuch, returning from 
10 weeks’ leave of absence spent at 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has resigned 
from managershiv of Loew’s State 
and joinine Metro either in Wash- 


ington or Pittsburgh. No 
appointed yet but Maurice 
pinch-hitting. 

John Newkirk is another Loew 
manaver quitting Granada at end of 
month to take similar post at subur- 
ban indie Beachcliffe, Rocky River, O. 

Bernie Kranze, from  Albany’s 
RKO office. checked into the local 
exchange as its new manager last 
veek, succeeding George Lefko, re- 
Signed. Don Marcus in same office 
from poster department to 


successor 
Drucker 


promoted 
Student booker’s job. 

Harry E. Long and Herb Ochs 
dickering for property outside of 
Dayton and Louisville, Ky., as sites 
for two new Drive-Ins to be con- 
Structed this summer bv their new 


com ine. Capitalized at $150,000, 
with Irving Gandall of Chicago as 
prez, company is now building its 


first drive-in using Josserand patent 
near Toledo. Long, former loca 
Loew's ¢civision manager, and Ochs, 
ex-branch of Warner ex- 
change here, also operating indie 
with Cleveland 


1 
manager 


Pioneer Pictures 
headcuarters. 
Jack Greeg, son of Al Gregg. pub- 


licist for Republic in this territory 
Jumping into film biz via Vitagraph’s 
poster department. 


U’s Albany Shifts 

‘ Albany, April 15. 
_Changes at Universal are the addi- 
tion, via the Buffalo exchange. of 
salesman Sylvan Leff to replace Irv- 
Ing Shiffman, who bowed out, and 
the transfer to St. Louis of student 
booker James Coyne.  Shiffman 
transferred to Albany com Boston 
more than year ago when two sales- 
men were suddenly dropped. Charles 
G. Weil, who had been in Belgium 
for U, was the other salesmen 
noved here. He stil] remains. 

Par’s Western Revamps 
Following a tour of his territory. 
George Smith, recently-appointed 
Western division sales manager for 
Paramount, has made several pro- 
motions ond transfers. 

C. H. Weaver, for several years a 
Salesman and for the past year sales 
manav’er at Dallas for Par, has been 
made brench head at Oklahoma Cits 
Charles L. Dees, whom Weaver suc- 





the | 


ton, Alta. replacing L. C. Straw.}| 
| Mary Graham, daughter of Mrs. J. 


Graham, owner of the Grand, now 
manages the house. 
Theatre Goes Woolworth’s 
Worcester, April 15. 
Sale of Loew-Poli Plaza theatre 
building here by the Poli New Eng- 


land Theatres, Inc., to F. W. Wool- 
worth Co., is expected to be com- 
pleted soon. Woolworth officials 


plan to raze theatre buildings to 
make room for modern five-and-ten. 
The theatre building proper is as- 
sessed tor $20.000. 

Negotiations are temporarily 
stalled by Land Court proceedings 
to certify the title and clarify the 


rights of abuttors. Sieps to clear 
the theatre property title were 
started a year ago this month. On 


April 1, this year, Judge Clarence C. 
Smith of the tourt, after numerous 
hearings, filed an opinion certifying 
that the Poli New England Theatres, 
Inc., owned the property in its name. 
A few other technicalities remain to | 


be settled at a hearing today (15) 
before the court in Boston. 

The theatre interests came _ into 
possession of the buildings in 1905 


mate shows, vaudeville and motion 
pictures. 
Emile George Sells His Duo 
Port Arthur, Tex., April 15. 
Emile George, manager of the Lin- | 
coln and Dixie, colored houses here, 
announces’ their sale to Bijou 
Amusement Co., operators of a cir- | 
cuit of Negro houses out of Nash- | 


ville. George will continue as man- | 
ager. 
Deal was made here by Milton 


Starr, head of the Bijou group. 
Jefferson’s Acquisitions 
Greenville, Tex., April 15. | 
The Rialto and Colonial, here, | 
owned and operated by Col. H. A. | 
Cole and A. W. Lilly, sold to Sulli- | 
van & Moore who operate the Texan 
and Wright, here, in partnership 
with Jefferson circuit. 
Effective April 13 deal was made 
by Julius Gordon, head of Jefferson 
Amusement Co. 


Johnson’s Oil City House 


Lincoln, Neb., April 15. 
Oscar Johnson, Falls City. Neb.. 
opened his new $40,000 Oil City the- 
atre last week. 
Waly Johnson, Friend, Neb., faced 


with imminent draft, is trying to sell 


his Vogue, in Friend, and his Fil- 
Mor, in Exeter, Neb., so he'll have 
some money to rub against the $2l a 


month he'll get in the army. 


Sweet's Takeover 
Schuvlerville, N. Y., April 15. 
The Broadway, Schuylerville, long 
ywned operated by the Milli- 


" 
ana 


gans, going under the management 
of Vivian Sweet, who already has 
the Swan in nearby Greenwich and 
the Star in Salem John A. Milli- 
gan. who pitched in both the major 
ind higher class minor leagues after 
graduating from Cornell, was asso- 
ciated with | father in running the 
theatre for some years Since the 
enior Milliga death, in 1940, the 
son ha been ! complete charge 


Albany exchanges serve Schuyler- 


Neily’s New House 

St. Louis, April 15 

Jonesboro, Ill, opened 

300-seater in Jonesboro. 
Varsity, new house in Decatur, 

Ill., opened by the Frisina Amus Co. | 

J. Price, who recently sold his 210- 


Bob Neily. 


new 


seater in Kansas, Ill, has opened 
new house across the street from 
old one 

Tom Brashear sold his Hall, 250- 
seater, in Dupo, Il. 

War Dept. will build flicker the- 
atre at Scott Field, IIl., near here; 


$65,000 earmarked for the project. 


Kemp's Atlanta Post 

Atlanta, April 15 
Mayor Roy LeCraw has appointed 
Nilliam Kemp, stage manager of 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol and busi- 
ness agent for Local No. 41, IATSE. 
to a six-year term to the City Per- 
sonnel Board. Kemps succeeds J. A. 
(Gus) Harper, whose term expire 

May 1 
Kemp, labor | 


long prominent in 


| the personal appearancé here of 39 
| prominent Hollywood folk, including | per will be placed in regular service 


|/a rousing reception. 


| were escorted by 
|municipal government officials. 


sonals 


EXPLOITATION 





circles, is also v.p. of Atlanta Fed- 
eration of Trades and a member of 
Dratt Board No. 8, Atlanta. 
Eddie Forrester Comes Home 
Omaha, April 15. 
Eddie Forrester, long time Blank- 


Tristates employee who quit a year 
ago to devote himself to fiction 


writing on the Coast, is back after 
giving up the game which is, he 
Says, getting too tough after placing 
42 stories. He will be given an as- 
signment with Tristates soon. While 
here, he was manager of the Omaha 
theatre. 


‘Gold’ Bow in Mex City 
A Feature of Pan-Amer. | 


—_———_—_—_. j 


By DOUGLAS L. GRAHAME 

Mexico City, April 15. 
American-Mexican friendship wes 
furthered, as was counted upon by | 
the government of this country, with | 


| 
| 
i 


Norma Shearer, Patricia Morison, 
<ay Francis. Brenda Marshall. Wal- 
Icce Beery, Johnny Weismuller, 
Laurel and Hardy, Joe E. Brown, 
Mickev Rooney and Sabu, as a fea- 
ture of Pan-American Day, April 14. 

A feature of the stars’ visit was the | 


| premiere at the Cine Palacio Chino 


of James Roosevelt’s production of 


‘Pot o’ Gold.’ Film is doing good 
business at a $2 (Mex) top (40c 
oe Ss 

The film folk were the guests of 


honor of all Mexico from the time 
they arrived at noon Saturday (12) 


until their departure today (Tuesday ). 


Several thousand welcomed them at | 
the airport. Joe E. Brown, arriving 
on Friday (11), as a sort of advance- 
man for the contingent. was accorded | 
Celebration of 
Easter Seturday, ‘Sabado de Gloria’ 
(‘Glorious Saturday’), always a big 
spring show in Mexico, was eclipsed 
for the greeting to Hollywood am- 
bassadors of good will. The visitors 
high federal and 
rep- 


} 


j}resentative Mexican picture people. 


ace police motor cyclists end a guard 
of the smart new radio patrol, in a 
triumphal procession from the air- 
port to their hotels. They were of- 
ficially declared the city’s guests of 
honor at a special ceremony in the 
city hall. They were tendered a 
reception at the American Embassy 
by Ambrssador and Mrs. Daniels in | 
the afternoon, and in the evening ap- | 
peared before capacity audiences at | 
the leading cinemas, the Cines | 
Olimpia, Alameda and Palacio Chino. 

On Sunday the Hollywoodiens 
were regaled by two traditional open- 
air Mexican fiestas, one a rodeo 
staged by the National Charros (elite 
cowboys) Assn, at its ranch. There 
grand finale of national dances, 
performed by youths in ‘charro’ cos- 


was a 


tumes and girls in the ‘China Pob- 
lana’ garb, national feminine dress 
The other fiesta, a typically oldtime 
Mexican barbarque, wes held at the 
Rancho Blanco (White Ranch). In- 
dians, direct descendants of Aztec 


} 


ibes, entertained. 

Fiestas were presented by “the 
Mexican Assn. of Picture Producers. 
Sunday evening, after doing per- 
at the Cine Rex, the visitors 
were guests of honor ct a grand ball 


ey 
and allied t1 





presented by Mayor Javier Rojo 
Gomez and his wife in the Palace of 
Fine Arts (National Theatre) 

This event, the presence here 
one time of the greatest number of 
Hollywood celebrities. was reported 

radio stations KEW, XEQ and 
XEB as well as the stations of the 


federal government. The local pre 


hailed this visit as an his.oric event 
that further demonstrated the ex- 
cellent relations between Mexico and 


AMPA Election April 24 


Election of officers for the coming 
year for the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers will be held at the 
annual meeting next week (24). 
Leon Bamberger of RKO, now presi- 
dent, steps down. 

Slate worked out by the AMPA 
nominating committee includes Vin- 


i 


cent Trotta as president, Edward 
Schreiber as vice-president, Martin 
Starr as secretary, and Elias E 


Sugarman as treasurer. | 
include 


Nominees for the board 
Bamberger, Paul Lazarus, Jr., Rut- 
gers Neilson, Maurice Bergman and 


Lou Pollock. while trustees placed in 


nomination are Bill Ferguson, for 
three year and Charles E. McCar thy 
for two. | 


5-30 P.M. Slot for the No. 1 Pic 


Wont Tend 


+ 





‘Scattergood’ Preem On 


Board New Lake Liner 


Milwaukee, April 15 
First world premiere of a picture 
to be held here will not take place 
in a theatre, but rether aboard the 
Wisconsin & Michigan Steamship 


| company’s new $1,000,000 liner, the 


Day; Fete H’wood Stars’ 


Milwaukee Clipper, on her maiden 
vokage. RKO's ‘Scattergood Pulls 
the Strings’ is the feature to make 
this unique debut on May 28. and 
some 900 guests for the trip will see 
the first showing outside of studio 
projection rooms. 

Stars who will be present include 
Jean Hersholt, Guy Kibbee, Charles 
Winninger, Mildred Coles and Ken- 
neth Howell. The Milwaukee Clip- 


between Milwaukee and Muskegon 
immediately following the preem. 





ARGENTINE PIX GOIN 


FOR SNEAK PREVIEWS 


Buenos Aires, April 15. 

First sneak preview to be tried by 
Argentine film makers in as long as 
anyone can remember had some of 
the earmarks of a fullblown U. S. 
spot premiere. Stunt was tried with 
‘Historia de Una Noche’ (History of 
One Night’) and spot picked was 
theatre of Ismael Fernandez in 
Zarate, up-river town. 


Buenos Aires piess, while not cov- 
ering, gave event plenty of advance 
buildup. 

Previous method—and one in gen- 
eral use—is to open cold, usually at 
the Monumental theatre in B.A. 
Fact that two other first-run houses, 
Ideal, which previously showed only 
U. S. A’s, and the newly opened 
Ocean, are now running national 
picts means competition between 
local makers is on the increase and 
cesire for improved standard is be- 
lieved responsible for adoption of 
prevue method. 


Catholic Schools Help 
Bally ‘Men Boys Town’ 


Seattle, April 15: 

On the bulletin boards of the 25 
local Catholic schools this week are 
half-sheet bills advertising ‘Men of 
Boys Town’ (M-G), current at the 
Fifth Avenue. This is indicative of 
the co-operation the film is getting 
from the clergy and educators. 

The special card was prepared 
locally by Vic Gauntlett, who also 
spotted special ads in the Northwest 
Progress, Catholic newspaper. 


Par’s Added Field Men 


Having added a few men recently 
Para exploitation staff 
be increased by at least two more 
men in time for the new selling sea- 
for a minimum of 15. Because 
of the importance of the territories 


mount’s will 


son 


an extra man is planned for the 
Coast and another for the Chicago 
district. Entire force is under the 
direction of Alec Moss from the home 


office. 
During the past week Jim Moran 


publicist-exploiteer recently with 
Fred Waring, was placed in charge 
of the Philadelphia and Washington 
zones, while Arnold Van Leer, who 
was in Philly, will be spotted 

where. Transfer for Van Leer ha 


not yet been worked out 


Taplinger’s Post 
Hollywood, April 15 

Robert Taplinger, publicity head 
of Warners, has been named chair- 
man of the newly formed Publicity 
and Trailer Division of the Motion 
Picture Committee for National De- 
fense. 

Publicity Directors Committee 
drafted Taplinger at meeting called 
by Howard Dietz with John Joseph 
Universal, presiding. 

RAY JONES’ DUAL HONORS 

Hollywood, April 15. 

Ray Jones, Universal still photog- 
rapher, topped the field in the first 
annual still photography show spon- 
sored by the Academy. He copped 
two gold medals. 

Elmer Fryer, Warners, was 
awarded two certificates of merit. 


to Curtail Dualing 


While in some spots the schedul- 
ing of the No, 1 feature at 9 or 9:30 
it night may ultimately bring about 
single bills, operating opinion is that 
in the vast majority of instances 
ere are too many fans preferring 
doubles to make a major move on 
either wise or profitable. 
Holding that duals are here to stay 
bil- 


+} 
nolies 


on a large scale, the only po 
ity that they may be reduced in 
number to any appreciable extent 
through a sharp curtail- 
nent of production as result of the 
consent decree, theatre men add. 

Pointed out that it does not appear 
that there are as many persons want- 
ing to see just the top feature where 
duals are played than was thought, 
although the process of gradual edu- 
cation the number of 9 p.m. fans may 
be increased. The patrons 
the two features don’t care 
time they come in, even if it's 
middle of one of the pictures, 

In some parts of the country the 
lead feature has been put on at 7 
and 9 or 9:30 for some time but in 
these situations the demand for dou- 
bles still exists to an important ex- 
tent. Experiments on a wider scale, 
including in Greater New York 
where around 65 houses have swung 
to the 9 p.m. policy, may shed light 
on the difference at the boxoffice 
when a whole year’s gross figures 
can be studied and comparisons 
drawn, 


would be 


wanting 
what 
in the 


The feeling in managerial quar- 
ters seems to be that since the reg- 
ular doubles fans do not care, the 
theatres are at least satisfying cer- 
tain patrons who don’t care about 
the associate feature and even if 
the difference in business is not im- 
portant, public good-will justifies 
continuance of the 9 p.m. plan. 

However, as pointed out, the spot- 
ting of the main feature at a speci- 
fied hour and advertising it focuses 
attention on that one feature; a tacit 
admission that the other film is more 
filler fare. There are many 
cases where the two pictures are of 
comparable importance. Sometimes 
bills are found where two A’s are 
doubled up, while in a good many 
instances two lower-bracket pictures 
coupled. Latter is very often 
true of independents, some of which 
are shut out from the better product 
of the big majors. 


or less 


are 


Influencing some new interest in 


single bills may be improvement in 


economic conditions, with national 
spending expected to be felt on a 
wide scale in increased attendance 


and higher purchasing power of the 
average filmgoer. 


U PLAYERS PULL OUT 
(21) FOR N.O. PREEM 


Hollywood, April 15 


Universal junket, including play- 
ers, exec and guests, leaves here 
next Monday (21) fe the world 
premiere of ‘Flame of New Orle 
in the Louisiand metropolis. Mayor 


the town has proclaimed April 24, 
preem day, @ legal holiday. 


91 


Among the Hollywooders shoving 
off Monday are Joe Pasternak, Rene 
Clair, Bruce Cabot, Roland Young 
Andy Devine, Mischa Auer, Hugh 
Herbert, Peggy Moran, Helen Parrish 


nnd Anne Gwynne. Marlene Dietrich 
be detained in Burbank by a 
tment at Warners. 


ynry 


Premieres, Fore and Aft 


H llywood, Apr il 15 


Story of the Lewis and Clark ex- 
nedition is the basis of ‘The High 
Road to Oregon,’ slated as the next 
special budget picture at Republic, 
with Gene Autry, John Wayne and 
Roy Rogers in the top roles. 

Film calls for two premieres, the 


first In St. Louis, starting point of the 
expendition, and the second in Port- 
land, where the tour ended. 


Disc Bally for ‘Baby’ 


As part of Warner’s campaign to 
plug its film entitled ‘Million Dollar 
Baby, the record market is to be 
flooded with over 300,000 platters of 
‘IT Found A Million Dollar Baby in a 
Five and Ten Cent Store.’ 

Priscilla Lane is recording it for 
Bing Crosby for Decca, and 


Nan Wynn for the jukers. 
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For instance, 
typical Variety headline! 
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BAD MAN’ GOOD 
1! $9000, BUFF 
STRONG 


Buffalo, Aprfl 8. 
This stanza, usually recognized a 


‘sin for ! 


a 



































DOING SWELL, THANKS! 


q ‘The reports of engagements from | 
coast-to-coast are in! Again Wallace | 
Beery proves why exhibitors voted him 
among the First Ten Box-Office Stars 
in the business in the annual polls. 
Beery in “Bad Man” is Box-Office. am 
The kind of western comedy-thrill they _ P60) 
love him in! Pgs 










“THE BAD MAN" starring 
WALLACE BEERY with LIONEL 
BARRYMORE « Laraine Day 
Ronald Reagan « Screen Play by 
Wells Root ¢ Based on the Play 
by Porter Emerson Browne Pre- 
sented by William Harris, Jr. 
Directed by Richard Thorpe 
Produced by J. Walter Ruben 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Improved Production-Distribution 
Cue to Increasing Importance of 
Picture Industry in the Argentine 





Buenos Aires, April 15. {drid producing and distributing out- 
Argentine picture-making con. | ft, Py SIDE, Argentine group, 
beat—and it's going |eaded by Dr. Alfredo P. Murua. 

tinues on the upbea s © | General may contribute up to 50% 
up fast. ‘ /Of producing costs, supplying coin 


Improving standards of production, | jn advance to enable production, the 


reliability of the product and better | usual system here. 


SIDE wants to 


distribution are all contributing to-| go eight features annually, slanted 


ward making this No. 1 city of S. A. 
into an increasingly important film 


! 


| 
} 


to attract both South American and 
Spanish markets. Product of both 


center. And while no one believes | .ompanies would be sold jointly, to- 


there’s any olly 
losing its hold—or not continuing to 
exercise the greatest influence of any 
factor affecting local production— 
Argentine pic-making is more and 
more getting a greater share of run- 
ning time in Latin America’s 5,400 
film houses. 

It’s not that the States don’t know 
how to make pix that appeal to the 
Latins, but, rather, that there’s some- 
thing about a film in your own lan- 
guage that can’t be ignored. Also, a 
big percentage of South and Central 
America’s 85,000,000 Spanish-speak- 


chance of Hollywood 


| 


ing population that goes to films is | 


naturally anxious for pictures that 


don’t need sub-titles, no matter how | 


good the films with captions may be. 

Therefore, Argentine pix have an 
advantage before they begin. Fact 
that audiences are willing to forgive 
many faults in return for the audible 
satisfaction of knowing exactly 
what’s going on upscreen helps walk 
them to fifst base with ticket buyers. 


Distribution Looms Importantly 


Distribution, while not so much of 
a major upbeat factor at present, is 
likely to become more important. 
Spanish-language 
Mexico and Spain continues far be- 
low that of Argentina and Mexico, in 
the opinion of those who know all 
three, both in production and qual- 
ity. Imported Castellano (S. A. 


Spanish) picts have made little 
headway here. Neither have the 
Hollywood-made lingo epics. Since 


Argentina has the most important 
Spanish market in this hemisphere 
and is the best profit maker, outsid- 
ers must make good in the Pampas 
territory if they’re going to make 
good “at all. 

Last year, for instance, this repre- 
sentative tabulated 322 U. S. features 
out of a total of 446 released in B.A. 
That didn’t include an 
number of cliff-hangers on which no 
count is kept. Local makers 
duced 49 features to get second place. 
and the French imports were third 
with 40. Latter, long popular, espe- 
cially with the middle and upper- 
class, who considered France, not 
Spain, their spiritual affinity, are, 
because of the blitz, no longer likely 
to hold their place. Exhibs here 
doubt that the German-controlled 
and dominated studios in Paris can 
produce the kind of French product 
long popular here. Or still less, get 
many people to see Nazi film propa- 
ganda in French dressing. 

Germany managed to get in 10 


features during °40, about half the 
number brought over in pre-war 
days. A majority of these got little 


playing time in houses not directly 
subsidized by the Nazis. Not one 
first-run house in B. A. showed anv 
English had nine features, Mexico 
six, Italy five, Spain only three and 
Russia two. 
Cream Within Country 

Showings within the country 
(there are 1,208 houses, of which 930 
are considered active) furnish the 
cream, and distribution in nearby 
Uruguay and Chile is still handled 


directly from B. A. Setup for the 
rest of the continent is still a big 
worry. Plenty of talk about Argen- 


tine and U. S. producer-distrib tic 
ups, but there are so many pitfalls 
that widesnread deals are off on the 
goodwill front. Increasing popularity 
of Argentine stars in Cuba, Mexico 
and Central America and develop- 
ment of talent are giving studios 
more and more name draws. 

_ Difficulty has long been that lack- 
Ing the international distribution 
setup of U. S. companies, local pro- 
ducers can’t publicize stars and di- 
rectors with the kind of glamour 
hoke that has made ton-rankers as 
well known in the wilds of Brazil 
1s in Kokomo. * 

First tieup in many years between 
Argentine and Spanish film interests 
was completed not long ago and is 
oeing watched by observers who be- 
lieve such deals may enlarge field 

r production of both cou 


‘ombo involved Generalcine, Ma- 


competition in | 


unknown | 


pro- 


‘ries, | 


gether with U. S. indies, 
British and Italian features. 


Heavy Investment 


Another step in the same direc- 
tion was the recent heavy invest- 
ment by Jacob Huberman of Ariston 
Internacional, distributors of Repub- 
lic Pix and others here, in Olegario 
F. Fernando’s Pampa Film, one of 
the Big Five local producers. In re- 
turn for the cash Huberman gets a 
percentage and exclusive distribution, 
Pampa dissolving its own handling 
department. Not only expect to im- 
prove class of output during ’41 but 
to achieve the first large-scale joint- 
selling of the Hollywood and native 
product. 

Production of Argentine picts was 
until recently much like Hollywood 
of long ago. Five big companies 
now dominate production and the 
few indies are closer to the present- 
day indies of Hollywood. They’re 
producers who prefer to do just one 
or two films a year and let some one 
else distribute. Each of the Big 
Five make from eight to 12 features 
annually. Fact that more and more 
banks are investing their pesos is 


French, 





an indication that they consider it 
a big-time industry. 

Leading companies 
Argentine Sono, 
and EFA. 


Baires, 
Pampa 


are: 
Lumiton, 





SUNDAY SHOWS 
IN ENGLAND 
BOW APRIL 


| increasing 
| But the government intends to bring 


2) 


London, April 1. 
April 20 has been set as start of 


| theatre in 
| theatre is counted upon to be a great 


Sunday stage shows. Deal will work | 


under a setup whereby recognized | 


government spokesman, of opinion 


. 
his particular area needs the enter- 


tainment for troops or industrial 
workers, will issue request for okay 
by municipal authorities to open 
legit or vaude houses, or both. The 
last is considered more or less a for- 
mality 

Sole attached to the 
six-day week for 
employees. Where a locality is with- 
out adequate housing arrangements, 
licensing authority can commission a 
ordinarily used for 

Exhibs will be—if 
already squawking 
plenty about this competish. Public 
is vetoed by the new order, 


condition 


opening is usual 


structure not 
tainment 
they're _ not 


enter 


dancing 


but same can be gotten around by 
forming private clubs, membership 
oing with usual admish charge 
Boxing and wrestling are nixed on 
the Sabbath 


GCOD EASTER WEEK BIZ 
FOR MEX CITY AMUS. 


Mexico City, April 15. 
Best biz in years is being enjoyed 
Week by 


trade 


this Easier most branches 
of the rated 
25°, better than that of last Easter. 


industry, being 


attributed largely to 
tourists and unusu- 


sitors from 


Upping was 
more Americen 
ally large 


the province 


number of 
s, attracted here by bar- 
gain railroad excursions 

Cinemas cashed in by 
outright religious pix or those with 
a strong religious trend. Like policy 
was followed by the stage-show thea- 
tres. Six carnivals found they had 
figured smartly by pleying here dur- 
ne Easter. Out of towners went for 


1 t} 


exhibiting 


e [ nes in 


pi 


a big way. | 


Poetry Readings Draw 
8,000-Actually— in B.A. 


Buenos Aires, April 15. 

Berta Singerman, Argentine poetry 
reciter, 
made her a big entertainment name 
in South America, is leaving shortly 
on a tour that makes most visiting 
U. S. star schedules look anemic in 
comparison. Jaunt which includes 
Chile, Peru, Ecuador, 





stops in off-the-map places that 
rarely get stage show talent. 

Senorita Singerman—sister of 
Argentine film star Paulina Singer- 
man—usually draws more than 8,000 
at the open air season of the Colon 
Theatre in BA 
crowds in Mexico and Peru, where 
she does her reciting in bullfight 
rings. 

Cutting theatrics to a minimum, 
she steps out on stage in a simple 
evening gown, picks something out 
of her repertoire of 400 poems—and 
lets go. They ex’ it up. She’s made 
tours of S.A. and Spain since 1923. 


MEX TO REVIVE 
HISTORIC HOUSE 


Mexico City, April 15. 

Restoration as a regular playhouse 
of the historic Teatro de la Repub- 
lica in Queretaro* City, capital of 
Queretaro state, has been undertaken 
by the federal and state government. 
Theatre was inaugurated in 1822, the 
year after Mexico attained her in- 
dependence, by the Emporer Agus- 
tin Iturbide, who soon after fell from 
grace because he sought to establish 


nmisrhli 





an empire in republican and demo- | 


cratic Mexico. 

The theatre was the scene of the 
collapse of another empire in Mexico, 
for it was there, in 1867, that the 
courtmartial was held that con- 
demed to death Maxmilian, Napo- 


|leon the Third’s puppet emperor of 


Mexico, and his imperialistic Mexi- 
can lieutenants. The theatre was 
also the scene of the signing in 1917 
of the new Mexican federal consti- 
tution. Some of the greatest stars of 


the Mexican and European stage 
| have played the house, 

The theatre: has been dark for 
|some time, mostly because of the 


popularity of pictures. 


the old playhouse back in accordance 
with its program for assisting the 
Mexico. The renovated 
tourist attraction. 
Par’s Birmingham (Eng.) 
Office Blitzed, Metro 
Moves H.0. 10 Miles Out 


Paramount’s E gham office in 
England demolished by Nazi 
bombers one night last week, accord- 


1S) 


rmin 


v 


Was 


ing to word received in N. Y. All 
records were saved because they had 
been moved previously to a safer 
spot but a steff member, on night 


watch, is listed as missing. 

Meiro moved its Birmingham office 
recently to a suburb about 10 miles 
away after the heavy destruction 
caused by Nazi bombing planes. 
Several other U. S. film companies 
have moved headquarters zway from 


densely populated citi« 

Recently a delayed action bomb 
fell in front of the Metro office in 
Cardiff but fortunately all films had 
been stored outside the town, which 
enabled the company to deliver 
prints on ‘hedule, Birmingham 
vaul yf Metro had been demolished 
everal we 120 it deliveries 
were le rom other’ branches 
This damage prompted the company 


to move its offices 


FORCED SHOWING OF 
MEX PIX AGAIN TALKED 


Mexico City, April 15. 


Enforced exhibition of Mexican 
pix, a rule that was nixed recently 
when the exhibitors convinced the 
government that it was impossible to 
obey this law because there just 
aren't enoush homemades to go 


around, has bobbed un again in a 
bill authored by Congressman Luis 
Ordorica Cerda of Michoacan. 
Measure also includes clauses that 
effect foreign pix and their distribu- 
tors. Congress is expected to act on 
| 


this b late this month. 


whose audience draw has! 


Colombia, | 
Venezuela, Cuba and Mexico, features 


and even bigger | 


French Film-Making Progresses 
_ Despite Red Tape; Nazi Companies 


Vichy, March 18. 

Nine months after German troops 
filed into Paris finds the French film 
industry concentrating its energies 
|on keeping its head above water and 
with its former ambitions of surpass- 
ing Hollywood’s qualitative and 
quantitative production completely 
cast into limbo. 


In these nine months some prog- 
/ress has been registered. Ordinarily 
the current effort would seem slow, 
somewhat disorganized and held 
down by bureaucratic methods and 
red tape. Under the present condi- 
| tions, the progress registered is quite 
commendable and demonstrates that 
the French spirit has not been com- 
pletely crushed. 

Since the signing of the Armistice 
seven new films have been com- 
pleted and several, begun before the 
cessation of hostilities, have been fim- 
ished as well. That more of the 
films, dating to pre-Armistice days, 
are still gathering dust in their un- 





| finished state is due to the fact that , 


|the Germans are not encouraging 


their completion for multiple rea- | 
| !the directing. 


sons. Some of the themes are not 


much to their liking while German- | 


controlled companies in Paris are 
out to do a bit of producing on their 
own end and they would much pre- 
fer to keep the market clear for 
their own product. 

In the-last two months the Ger- 
mans have softened up a bit and per- 
mitted the exhibitors in Paris to 
show some of the 33 films completed 
before the Armistice but not yet 
released. Something had to be done 
to hypo b.o. receipts since Parisian 
audiences cold-shouldered the Ger- 
man films and failed to show much 
interest in old releases. The only 
gainer was legit, with theatrical 
men smiling broadly and bragging 
that they were doing better business 
than ever before, both in Paris and 
in occupied and non-occupied pro- 
vincial towns. The half dozen re- 
leases have started film fans trek- 
king back to showcases with renew- 
ed interest. 


Great Plans 


Great plans are announced for 
imminent productions. More than a 
score are announced and even if the 
number should be reduced by the 
time they get to the lot, it demon- 
strates a healthy desire of the 
French industry to get back into the 
running. 

All the new 


films finished since 
the middle of June have been pro- 
duced on the Riviera, which the 
French now call the ‘French Holly- 


wood,’ although the only compari- 
son at the present time is a climatic 
one since the activity leaves much 
to be desired on the French side. 
‘La Merveilleuse Visite’ or ‘La 
Nuit Magnifique’ (‘Marvelous Visit’ 
or ‘Magnificent Night’) was the first 


of the post-Armistice picts to be 
finished. Piloted by J. P. Paulin, 
with scenario by Andre Paul An- 


toine, the picture was rushed to 
completion in a fortnight and 
released early in January. 

the cast are Fernandel, 
Vanel, Janine Darcey and 
leine Robinson 

‘La Fille du Puisatier’ (‘Well Dig- 
ger’s Daughter’) with Raimu and 
Josette Day, is the first full- 
lengther started and completed un- 
der the ‘new order’ in France. It's 
already being exhibited to Swiss au- 
diences and getting good review 
comments Marcel Pagnol did the 
megging. He planned this film many 
months ago but with war delays 
couldn't get around to it until the 
war was a thing of the past. 

‘Le Chapeau de Paille d’Italie 
(‘The Italian Strawhat’), megged py 
Maurice Cammage with Fernandel, 
Tramel, Charpini, Joseline Gael, 
Therese Dorly and Jacqueline Lau- 
rent, is also off the lot. It’s a com- 
edy by Labiche and Mare Michel. 


Perennial Legit Star, 
Cecile Sorel, Set for Pix 


It took the surprise of the defeat 
to get perennial legit thesp Cecile 
Sorel into films, and the result is 
that she has come through neatly 
in ‘L’An 40’ (‘Year 1940’). Cast with 
her are Jules Berry, Tramel, Jose- 
line Gael, Simone Berriau, Marcelle 
Priance and Alerme. Yves Mirande 
j did the and Raymond 


was 
Heading 
Charles 
Made- 


scenario 


Seek to Clear Market for Own Pix 


Leboursier the directing. This list 
of names was sure to go to town. It 
was released in Marseilles a few days 
ago but the censor came down on all 
fours. It has been banned until 
some objectionable features have 
been eliminated. 

Viviane 
arable 


Romance and her insep- 
sidekick, Georges Flamant, 
with Robert Vigan and Helen Gance 
have just finished ‘Le Venus Aveu- 
gle’ ©The Blind Venus’). Abel 
Gance both directed the pic and 
wrote the scenario. Now that the 
French ‘oomph’ girl has gotten this 
film out of the way, she is planning 
to return to the stage. Although 
she got her start in vaude she now 
plans bigger and better things and 
wants to take a fling at dramatics. 
In between she is writing her me- 
moirs, entitled ‘The Life of a Star.’ 

‘Parade en Sept Nuits’ (‘Parade in 
Seven Nights’), a series of seven 
sketches planned before the war; is 
also completed. Sketches have been 
written by Marcel Achard, Rene 
Lefebre. and Henri Jeanson. Raimu 
holds main role. Mare Allegret did 


‘Nous les Jeunes’ (‘We the 
Young’), a propaganda pic, winds up 
the list of completed films. Piloted 


| by Marcel Cloche, it has actors with 


| well 


established reps, _ including 
Madeleine Sologne, Jacqueline Ro- 
mane and Jean Daurand. It’s all 
about the life of Captain Henri 
Bournazel, a French North African 
military hero, 

Details Lacking 


Several films are on the lot but 
precise details are presently lack- 
ing. In Paris, ‘Symphonie Fantas- 
tique,’ based on the life of French 
composer Louis Berlioz, is being pi- 
loted towards completion by Chris- 

(Continued on page 54) 








HONOR SYSTEM? 
WOULD RULE 
BRIT. QUOTA 


London, April 1. 
to-do around film 


Latest quota, 


which continues to concein pro- 
ducers and exhibs alike, is a dis- 
tinctly revolutionary proposal put 


forward to trade biggies that scrap- 
ping of the Act altogether precede a 
scheme governed entirely by good 


intentions. New deal would onerate 


a a committee embracing whole 
film industry’ and pooled finances; 
rentees would agree to up coin 
against present quota obligations, 


and give a grendstand promise to go 
for local product to an extent not 
less than now required by the quota. 
FExhib support is stated to be clinched 
as result of attention it’s given Brit- 
ish films in past and indications are 


that screens would take homeland 
pix sans compulsion by lew. 

It listens like a symphony in some- 
thing flat As for the plugged ex- 
hibitor backing, not long ago there 
was wild squawking in production 
circles at brushoff given British pix 
by bookers, plus talk about nickel- 
pinching terms and bad playdates. 

Planning bug has hit the film trade 

follow-up to looming Government 
(Commission, regarded by them as 


tranzling British production. Also, 
Films Council recently threw out ex- 
nibs’ proposal their quota percent- 
age should be cut in view of short- 
age of available British pix. 





Black’s ‘Vanities’ Clicks 
In Brighton, Eng., Bow 


London, April 15. 


George Black’s ‘Vanities’ opened 


at the Hippodrome, Brighton, suburb 


of London, on Friday (11) and indi- 
cated click possibilities when it 
preems' shortly at the Victoria 
Palace in the West End. 

Flanagan and Allenn and Frances 
Day are outstanding among the cast 
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| REPENT AT LEISURE 


est sense of humor. There aren't | 
hal! a dozen snickers in the film. 
V'elles portrays the chief charac- | 


CITIZEN KAN | Miniature Reviews 


Hollywood, April 9. 


RKO release, ced and directed bys ‘ ; m sider - j RKO release of curr teid production, 
Ore were we gar = ter wit surprising success, consider- Tar - | Feat . Kent Tavlor, Wendy Katrie, 
@creenpiay, Herman J. Mankiewk ing that the picture marks his debut Citizen Kane’ (RKO). A 00x  Genens Mesuan Directed by Frank Woods 
Soren, go ey ai cin 4 - las a film actor. His associates are office explosion establishing Or- ruff, Sereenplay by gt! Cady; story, 

ernare wrth gee ere Sati = : ’ y > ° 5] ar 3; Gow < ue se ‘amera, 
Toland; special effects, Vernon L. W selected from his Mercury Theatre's son Welles as an overnight film James Gow ona Avnet Db au; cam 
Gditor, Robert Wire. Previewed at actors, few of whom have had pre- click. lh. Walker: editor. fHatry Marker. Pre 
Way theatre, N. ¥., April 9, sinned ; secre c rj > ‘ould ° en dio Pe eens Hoo April &, 
time. 120 MENS. vious screen experience. It wo Id ‘Penny Serenade (Col). Re- by wed in tud 1 ee * m pr 

Vell seem that their marquee obscurity . ii. Running time: 66 3 s. 
Kan@. .. 20. ser eeeeeteers Vreon, Weis | . bl son? union of Irene Dunne and Cary | gicharad Hughes Kent Taylor 
Kane re 8 Buddy Swan!) might react unfavorably am ‘ ees xcellent domestic | Kmily Balawin,... Wendy Barri 
ERD ins seretecserseess xonny Burp prospective customers. The contrary Grant in an excellent domes iia make George Barbier 
ate pian el rereeesHarry Shannen | is more likely, because whatever story. Tears and good boxoffice | puckingham fhursten Hall 
octet ga Pappa ree et ata Cnmiacches lanes olen <ane’ may be, it is a uaranteed. | Morgan...... -oe+- Charles Lane 
Susan Alexande ee ig else tizen , g fq 5 pode Mere 
> ¢ & . a . ‘elt 1) . Mrs baldwi lé ik 
a Gain... 3h Bay cOltine | ee eee | Cinematic ae tie ane ‘Model Wife’ (U). Blondell- | prince Paul Rafael Storm 
Jemes W. Gettvs 3 ta Collins the general excellence Pe) its acting : : : . a aah, tietetet 
: dite : . ig Ape thes Sa ; : -o-stz sright do- Miss Flynn nae nen sth 
of iter neste Taetehes - George 6 © len is | not the least of its assets. Out- Powell co-star in brig | Mie + eonalggpeain PN en nly tt 
Mrs ne (Mother)..... ghes Moorehead} , 2 ‘ estic cor iV. tufe iowflake’ T 2 
en 7... ne ’ Paul Stewart |standing performances are given by — RKO) = peenene soe 
Emily Nerton........ oe Ruth Warr Joseph Cotten. Dorothy Comingore, ‘Repent at Leisure’ ( ’ ae ee 
: *e » Sanfore . : : aie ; » ‘ — 
— Carter. ccccccccess we : anf re Everett Sloane, George Coulouris. Moderate budget programmer — eaperannte Sacenee ieee 
or OTL. . e- se reese secerss WV ldalettn Viana ‘ “8 : ee * . , ’ or, = > its a O ‘ 
org te Eee? eee Georgia Rectue | Ruth Warrick, Ray Collins, Paul will get by as support in the number. despi e ts falls .. c p 
Mr an Zinat Ster anov: for a finish, provides sufficient in- 
Mr. Rawlston.........-.: Philip Van Zinédt Stewart and Fortunio Bonanova. subsequent duals ote 

Headwaiter......e++++:. -..-Gus Schilling Technically the film benefits by cates , . {terest for support purposes in the 
Matiste......cccecsceees Fortunio Bonanova Gregg Toland’s fine photography ‘Shadows on the Stairs’ (WB). subsequent and family houses. 

and Vernon L. Walker's special ef- Light mystery fere without |Frank Woodruff directs to inject 

Orson Welles, who nearly scared fects. which include new uses of names. many light moments that are not me 

ntry half to death with his score by Bernard ? l}cluded in a so-so script while the 
pecan , Se aan Th fes- ‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col). Ex- | featured trio of Kent Taylor, Wendy 
memorable broadcast of a blitz by Herrman is dramatic. [ne protes ‘ell stery . witha . war avior, ij 
invad f Mars. has uncovered | sional polish which brightens the cellent ay oeere Wi Barrie and George Barbier turn in 
evGnEeS Su ¢ eg 7 “em production indicates that the RKO flavor. Will help keep the low good performances to retain audi- 
for press review his initial film pro- | 4uqijo is capable of the highest half of a dual from sagging. ence attention. 
duction, of which he is co-author, ' standard of output. ‘Flying Wild’ (Mono). Third- Story tells of the daughter of a 

i ‘Citizen Kane’ is a triumph for | + tite } é store owner who walks 
star, director and producer, follow- Citize n Kane’ is 8 t —e : rate diversion as a couple of for- department store owne! wh alks 

é a Orson Welles, who overnight, so to ge out on marriage to a fortune hunt- 
ing an advance publicity barra € <peak. joins the top ranks of box- mer Dead End kics thwart i ho ae cae %. wee 
Sakae oniert ae Of tages ‘on, Office film personalities Flin, saboteurs at an airereft factory. | American husband who would not 
ploited enterta n he season sity 


Bons ———-- ‘Pirate of the Seven Seas’ (FA). | -waved bv her money 
When its plen for exhibition finally is be swaved b hs 





British meller only for dualers. veniently, she meets and auictly 
s f <O, probably as a roadshow Sette “sey gh a : Al 
lentslen a — gh 3 certain PENNY SERENADE ‘Across the Sierras’ (Col), An- marries an ambitious clerk in het 
to deat heavily “at ‘the boxoffice Columbia release gp tenn Stevens te other Wild Bill Hickok adven- father’s tie ae to = .~ 
nage” : . ’ ; genta uection. directed by Stevens; associate pro- oe th . = aware S 
Welles has found the screen as €f- gues, “Fred Guiol, Stars Irene Dunne, ture, with Bill Elliott hitting the —_ p+ sacra ‘en be teen 
fective for his unique showmanship «ary Grant. Screenplay my Morrie are usual par. i eg peered - - a Bod. te 
j kind fro story by Marth Cheavens; s s s ‘ ° 
as radio and the theatre. int Sram. an08s a eet ‘In Old Cheyenne’ (Rep). Just. P ” Pont . 
‘Citizen Kene’ is a film possessing ({?™ Joseph = Walker, ade til he becomes manager. When he 
izen ine 1s in OSSESSINE yee vey musical director, M. W. Stolof. another westerner. z fi i. meet alien t 
the sure dollar mark, which dis-) previewed at Astor, New York, April 15, | ‘EL M Infeli Del Pueblo’ ~— and or * Page ac usd “a nym 
tinguishes every daring entertoin- ‘41. Running time, 118 MINS. . as Intels e u on the job and his wife and joins the 
ment venture that is created by a Julie Gardiner.........0es++++- Irene Dunne | (Argentine). Weak comedy star- staff of a competing store. From 
workman who is master of the toch- | [OkPr Adams. sees eereee rere Heutuh tant | Ying Luis Sandrini. there on, story goer synthetic and 
niaue and mechanics of his medium. | Applejack...---.-- eee ee Edgar Buchanan ‘The New Teacher’ (Artkino). strained to wind up with a recon- 
It is a two-hour show, filled to the | Motty............---+e-- ‘a er Stl Russian version of Hollywood's ciliation through merger of the 
; Re" saRt. Son mist Th PE EO rer Ten were fe LVe ee uney | f = et a 7 # 
last minute with brilliant incic ent. Dy yg eke + bee ce eee aes + 4 ns Willev most popular formula. Strictly | stores and a wildly concocted “ 
unreeled in method and effects that | juaee oo... ._ Wallis’ Clark for the supesenters. ‘-3- endancering a baby the »oir 
sparkle with originality and inven- Billings................5.. Walter Soderling ‘Kidnapping Gorillas’ (Indie) had previously adopted. Walt. 
tion. Within the trade, ‘Kane’ will _—- . acento a 


A Class D dud. 


Irene Dunne and Cary Grant. who} 
‘El Mejor Papa Del Mundo’ | 
| 


a short time ago had audiences how!- 
ing at their antics in ‘The Awful | 


stimulate lreener creative efforts by 
Hollywood's top directors. 


Shadows on the Stairs 
Although the public generally will 


(Argentine). Strongly national- 











: : . . | 5 hal ° 9 P Warner Bros production and release, 
find it wholly satisfactory as living | Truth.’ return to the Columbia bon-| istic, pic’s prospects are bright. features Frieda Inescourt, Paul Cavanagh, 
. : } F 

up to its unusual advance ballyhoo.' ner in ‘Penny Serenade,’ and the ‘Bride of Buddha’ (Indie). So- Heather Angel. Bruce Lester. Directed bs 
; ; + ‘ing 29 hic or j ave ca . . {oss zederman: story taken rom pio) 
aden hm . _ = See. produc ne — anenere pans pin ry ms : alled documentary feature of by Frank Vosper; screenplay Anibony 
hat will make indelible impress on | just as fine a time sniffing and weep-| India, dubious entry even | Coldeway; camera, Allen G. Siegler; editor, 
contemporary production. It might | ing over a very sentimental story Bociind iThomas Pratt. Reviewed at Variety, Lin- 
have been of conventional design | about husband, wife and adopted ‘ | coin, Neb., dual. Running time; 6% MENS, 
and still cualify as a big grosser. It child. Exhibitors would be smart to bane EABNAGR: + »- sees gf tee a = 
2 N > - . > 5 a = s - . = | FROYMOTAS. 2... cece reer eceees au aVé igi 
happens to be a first-class film of | furnish handkerchiefs at the box- asi deceelh aucebiad. glee \EenK,..>..>.« +  eeiian Acwal 
potent importance to the art of mo- office. Incidentally, they had better bick Paty d jeal 83 imi for | Bromilow... -. eee eee seen eee Bruce Lester 
tion pictures. lay in a big supply. This is the best | DCX€Tings and jealousies aiming TOF | armitage.......-.-. Miles Mander 
Audiences, of course, will seek tear-jerker that has come to the &¢neral audience entertainment. Pic-| tnspector................+0+: Lumsden Hare 

° . aed teas~, : ; i « aci - Ri: Sine Turhan B 
in the film’s story of a multi-million- sereen since the first production of ture hits its mark easily and stacks ‘ aon 7 . “+. se thee 
; iaaal : — sie up as a strong programmer that will | (oms'@ble.----. -CBaries rrwin 
aire newspaper publisher, political ‘Madame.’ And that's going way p Pee ma gp = oe ok weirs ..Phwltis Barry 
aspirant and wielder of public opin- | pack satisfy the customers once they are! Mics Snell........-.......0e--- Mary Field 
. . ° aa Ss ™e “A110 43 ; > i. aw) . ’ 
ion such incidents that may be in- Produced with less skill and acted through the turnstiles. The Dick arg EEO UG RREN ee ne Paul Reeay 
£ ee bd | « c i ** ld Vv racy 
terpreted as uncomplimentary to | with less sincerity, ‘Penny Serenade’ | ?°Well-Joan Blondell marquee duo | Watchman ce 


William Randolph Hearst, since the 
protests against the film release, 
which have been kept alive for the 
past three months, were made by 
executives and employees in his or- 
ganization. There is, in part, a parallel 


might have missed the mark by a|™&¥ Rabner solo bookings, especially| _ni-satistactory in the mystery 
mile, but George Stevens’ direction |!" ‘Me 7amily houses. mains talk “ett ae eee te Gane’ 

a ae ee ‘Mod 1 Wife’ : k 1|\8 . oe l oO 2 é 7 
and the excellence of the stars’ play-; | Mode ife’ was a package deal) jt anywhere other than the down- 
ing make the film an entry for top| tied together by agent Charles K.| cide ‘of a dual, ‘Shadows on--the 
bookings and extended first runs. It} Feldman. Latter bought story by/| Stairs’ is a small nightmare of mur- 


a is fashioned for the family trade! Leigh Jason, corralled writers to} . ne . Sj ‘ nt. 
of the exciting, early years of the ee 7 ms A heuaiihh ane tet ‘illed in Mi 9|der, general confu: ion and a let 
Stearst : a tne the mes of | ever where, with special matinee screenplay, pencilled in Miss} qown at the finale. 

Welles’ hero. x _ pangs 2: appeal. The characters are young, Blondell and Powell for the leads; Setting is a London boarding 
bs neceang ee alm : any o2- home folks and could be duplicated, and Jason to direct—then sold the| house, in which several murders 
ter licht Keawtletoe atthe sss. in en instant from any local ‘phone entire setup to Universal. Feldman.! occur. Miss Inescourt and Miles 
some slight knowledge of the private , | Jas rriters. B] 1 é : : : ; 
life and business activities of the book. |Jason, writers, Blondell and Powell| Mander run the place: Paul Cava- 
ublisher ein seareste well the Here’s the story. Miss Dunne and | tossed in their services for direct|nagh is a suspected boarder: Bruce 
atone pt Bese Ky = aethenste bie Grant adopt a six weeks’ oid baby| percentage of picture gross, which,| Lester and Heather Angel tote the 
- a aint . %s et See || a rais ) til s is six. whe in view of moderate sic cativ . ence anc see Daw ane 
kindly handling of the Sage of San and raise her until she is six, when ioderate basic negative | romance, and Turhan Bey loads up 


she dies, after a brief illness. 


Then | cost of $160,000. aside from the per-|the suspense as the ominous Ori- 
thev adopt a boy of two. 


centage cuts involved, will likely | ental. Windup, instead of settling 
That's all, but the telling of it from) give each participant more coin than| the turmoil, leaves the audience in 
an excellently written screenscript straight salary arrangements.| the air, because the finish finds Les- 
by Morrie Ryskind. who found inspi- | Feldman functioned through prelimi-|ter reading a murder mvystery, in 
ration from a McCall’s Magazine naries and shooting as advisory pro-| which he has used the characters of 
story by Martha Cheavens, occupies | ducer, although the producer credit 


Simeon It cannot be denied that 
Hearst has played an important role 
in the American scene for the past 
half-century, which is the period of 
the film’s story. And it is accepted 
generally (or, perhaps, soon will be) 
that the 


on 


era which produced such t the boarding house for his story. 

colorful figures as Hearst and a score nearly two hours, in the course of goes to Jason on all titles and adver- There's no want of performance 
of other hardy and audacious indi- which there are tenderness. heart- | tising. | anywhere down the line in this cast, 
vidualists in American life. is swift- throb. comedy and good. old-fash-| Story poses the dilemma of a &Verybody more able than the yarn. 
ly passing into history. The cen- | ioned. Sulping tears. Half a dozen) young married couple anxious to af-| /%¢ Inescourt-Mander duo is excel- 
tral character of the film is a com- times the yarn approaches the sac-| ford a baby. but both have to retain |/ent. and_ both Paul Cavanagh and 
posite, rather than either portrait or Charine. only to be turned back into | their jobs under cover in the modiste|LUrhan Bey turn in faultless de- 
caricature, sound, human comedy-drama. ._|Salon operated by Lucile Watson. | VET!es-. 

One cannot help but wonder what Film marks the return of Miss When latter’s playboy son appears to|__L%iS is a picture drawn from a 

Dunne after an extended vork 


all the shootine was about. vacation, 

Swift moving world events since 
before the turn of the century until 
the vresent furnish the background 
for ‘Citizen Kane.’ Story is credited 
jointly to Herman J. Mankiewicz and 
Welles. Its unfolding is unusual and 
original to films, inasmuch as it is 
related through the experiences of 


script which had a stage airing, the 


take a whirl] at work, he singles . 
» he singles out) original being Frank Vesper’s play. 


the only effects of which seem to be | Miss Blondell for his particular at- 
that she proves again her place; tention. to develop plenty of jealousy 
among the handful of women screen | from Powell. Husband then loses his 
neil i oo = oe che — = marriage is diclosed around 
oe _ ; ef ~t Ss” the store. couple separate and he ac- Pa AE WORMS Re 
say and Carneet, and placa 'the ser | cepts a job in China. Before he can|!ng personnel, but it still will have 
ga an earne: , and p ays he sen-' leave, sternness in Miss Watson melts tr a pete of x} mages’ ay 
timental passages with restraint. She snq she brings the couple together | ouble emerging as a biz-getter. All 


conditioning by Anthony Coldeway, 
and directed bv D. Ross Lederman. 
No department slacked up in 








or: . 20 “< } , ras he ore snectacul: S . 7] S ar s 
five separate characters, other than has had more spectacular roles, but for closer bonds and an anticipated pon a —- of short budget 
the main figure. It is a narrative none that required sustaining quite peir are present, too. Art. 
techniaue not infrequently employed the mood of her latest film Pict . . oe oe ; 
; ye l . ; icture rolls along smoothly with | 
; 7: . . } oan - g aS ssigni . ae 
by nov elists. Wilkie Collins told the Grant. also, takes the a gnment iN minor letdowns in consistently fast MISSING TEN DAYS 
story of ‘The Moon Stone’ after this | stride, scoring in several bits as a pace. sparkling with easily under 
aha f } » : c “ei . A ae 4 y or a release of i er produc- 
fashion. . baby nurse and pleading foster stood marital crossfire in dialog and ice umbia_ clea © of Irv ne A sher v 4c 
Thus the early, rebellious, youth- | father. situations. Both script ; : ton | V “Cc akin daca Gece” Mie 
' es } a my: ituations. th script and direction | Verne, « V. France and Joan Marion, 
ful years of the powerful Kane are Supporting cast includes Beulah | cpoy careful preparation before put-| Directed b rim Whelan: story, Bruce 
described by the family attorney, Bondi, Edgar Buchanan and Ann ting feature into work and is vel Graeme; screenplay, John Meehan. Jr.. and 
who neither understood nor had any | Doran. Despite the tuneful title. the; worth (on screen) the time bite James Curtis; camera, Otto Kanturek 
deep affection for the young man. only melody heard is via a few pho- sumed Frequent Seuss ane ox boner = ote y~ i i tala hace 
The thread is picked up by Kane’s nograph platters. ly developed and timed. ; jtime: 76 MINS, sida 
faithful business manager, then by Film should turn out to be a sere-| ~ ijses Blond and . ida | DIEVEDS. reece eeeeeeeereecees Rex Harrison 
d n iss ondell and Powell provide |}; : , 
ry es wife, by his only earnest | nade of quarters at the boxoffice. zest to their wife-and-husband roles, | Generai...0220.0220002257 ag egg rio 
riend an ° vite : -eS . 2 € “nus 8,|G _ERERT CLEP OCR EET Tere c. . France 
finally by his butler. Each Flin. and picture gives the pair a new start | Demise.......ccscccccesccscccecd Joan Marion 
nt ape spans an extended period | —_—_—___—_ las a romantic team of marquee rat EMM sCus Suds s Got kn Sie ee eS Leo Genn 
of time, providing a different point | lin , _ | Francoise. .. Anthony Holles 
ne, _ amis 1 ie - eobeccccccceccced ithony olles 
- View onl Varvied wiimaie a) MODEL WIFE ing. Lee Bowman clicks as the play-| sir James..200220/ 2.000.011. Robert Rende! 
character. Pieced tovether, like a | : | boy. while Charles Ruggles essays a) Victor......... oes eresessss43 ae Buelee 
+ ‘gg a oe oe Hollywood, April 15. | familiar Milquetoast characterization. | A™!te--------+-. Beveeresonsened John Abbott 
jigsaw puzzle, the parts and _ inci- Universal release of Leigh Jason produc- i y : | - 
d ep rs ect, |, Univers: leas eigh Jason projuc- | Lucile Watson is okay as the salon | i. eo 
ents omitted by earlier narrators tion, directed by Jason. Stars Joan Bion- : nt: z | This is after-thought stuff, but 
are supplied by others. dell and Dick Powell; features Charlie | OPerator, while Ruth Donnelly and | ood entertai ent stuft, bu 
When completed the authors’ c Ruggles, lee Bowman, Lucile Watson, | John Qualen are most promnient in | ® atertainment material. If 
ception of Kane is a man eral had mt re ting ony Peed Hon ng oe the small supporting cast. poo Ages c ‘enter the th or 
. s é aD Né Screenplay, Charles Kaufman, orace Jack- | . : $ 7 S Into the eatre, ney’ Stay | 
every material advantage in life, | son, Grant Garrett; original story, Leigh Production background IS ade land enjoy ‘Missing 10 Da yg st me 
but who lacked a feeling of human | J@*en: camera, Norbert Brodine;’ editor, | Wate, while technical contributions | 9» that riod i hr sh-British ri 
sympathy and tolerance. It is a storv | \'hur Hilton: mustcal director, H. J./ compare with higher-budget attrac- |?) /0a) period in French-British re- 
of spiritual failure W. m gay Ory | galter. Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, | tions Walt apc wr so long ago when the 
of s t wile @ case | April 14, 41. Running time, 78 MINS. i : Maginot Line meant the equivalent 
is well drawn and relentlessly ex- | Joan Chambers........... .-Joan Blondell = of security. ’ 
pounded, the over-emphasis of Pred CHAMDETS, i665 cece scsccces Dick Powell ‘ It’s all Rex Harrison's pi t 
: eyeg ~ | EMO BVOTOC 6s cde sv ccasees Charlie Ruggles ’ os "a pic ure, and 
harshness and selfishness militates | fraipn Benson........2.. ee Pg Dealt Him a New One he’s been written into it so ener- 
against complete audience enjoy- | J. J. Benson............++.. Lucile Watson | Hollywood, April 15. | 8etically he couldn’t miss. He's a 
ment. So intent is the effort to | Mrs. Milo Everett........... Ruth Donaelly! Curtis Bernhardt clesst ; }| devil with the women, most always | 
: K f h + a PTT Tee eee ee Billy Gilbert | urtis Bernhardt closed a new dea . ; - | 
prove Kane a frustrate that no al- | oj isc, all saan ae |in some kind of trouble, on the verge 
lowance is made t icture hit cq | the Janitor.........004-. --+..John Qualen | as director on the Warners lot. . ete ee he 
a is made to picture him as a | mr. Howard.............Ferdinand Munier Fiest assi P |}of being disowned by his parent, has 
human being. On this account he is | Miss Kendall.......:.... ..Mary Kelly irst nangnenens. under the con-/an uncanny way of getting in and 
not wholly real. Neither he nor his I congus | tract is ‘The Dealer's Name Was ' out of things, and starts the picture 
associates is blessed with the slight- ‘Model’ Wife’ is a farce comedy ' George. ‘by claiming he lost his 


memory 10 


rrr eee 


a 


| subversives, 


Most con- | 


It was given the screen switches and | 


the | 


|ter stressing action. 


|The final slugging match 
|the munitions crew and the pirates 


|}tent pearl smuggler and 


|days prior to waking up in a hos- 
| pital. 

| Seems Harrison is involved in a 
'plane accident which kills his flying 
companion and leaves him in a daze. 
By picking up the wrong duds, his 
identity is changed and he finds him- 


special effects, Vernon | self a spy for enemies of the Eng- 


lish-French alliance. Playing along, 
he lifts the lid on a lot of enemy 
prying into affairs military, and 
eventually brings himself and the 
others up to a chasing finish to head 
off a trainload of munitions in which 


'a timebomb had been placed. 


Pic is based on Bruce Graeme’'s 
novel, ‘Disappearance of Robert 
Tremayne,’ and, in adapting it to the 


\film treatment, scripters John Mee- 


han and James Curtis spared none 
of its original gripping qualities. 
Karen Verne i. the femme prin- 


‘cipal and does a nicer job than any 
{of her previous 


film starts. She 
looks better under the camera lens, 
too. Joan Marion and Leo Genn, the 
are very good, while 
V. France, the French general, 
makes a memorable celluloid try. 
Although it runs 76 minutes, which 


‘is a little long for a second feature, 


it has enough interest to 


from dragging. 


FLYING WILD 


keen it 
Art. 


Monogram release Sam Katzinan 





ot pro- 
duction. Features Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jor- 
dan, Directed by William West Origi- 
nal story and screenplay, Al Matin: cam- 
era, Fred Jackson, Jr.; film etitor, Robert 
Golden, At Rialto, N. Y April i1, “41. 
Running time, 63 MINS. 
ED. ove et nab 050s bed bs ... Leo Goreey 
SE 6 aveeeeeseseuveveesauges Bobby Jordan 
PIR cccestvcesccsessessecs Donald Haines 
POOWES. ccccoesesesccccstesees David Gorcey 
DN. «ce ese oe Carer ere ree Bobby Stone 
ay, ee eee Sunshine Sammy Morrisen 
CS POPPE TTT Tee TE hurene Francie 
he ekawek: 884000 OR OR OS Jorn Barelay 
_ SPP errre cry TTT eer. Dave O'Brien 
1Bee. Raepmeids....vccccse Herbort) Rawlinson 
a) eS eee George VPembrooke 
yg PPCM TERTCT CT Tee Te Forvest Tayler 
tote cede st eisathawtbseuns Alden Chase 
5.604604 600ceee sande ..- Dennis Moore 
| Perr re rie eT «+»-Mary Bovard 
WEOGWAIE. co cccevsecncssccscecss Rob Hill 
For sorne reason not readiby ap- 
parent, the brash youngsters for- 


merly called the Dead End Kids have 


been re-tabbed the East Side Kids 
for this Monogram production. All 


the same, ‘Flying Wild’ is just one 
more in the by-now-attenuated line- 
up of Dead End Kids action pic- 
tures. It’s Class C stuff for the mar- 
quee, or as a prospect for critical 
reaction, word-of-mouth or boxoffice 
pull. 

This time five young rapscallions, 
two of whom are apparently from 
the original Dead End mob, tangle 
with and ultimately hog-tie a gang 
of saboteurs trying to block produc- 
tion at and steal blueprints from an 
aircraft factory. When the picture 
isn’t banging out-of-the-corner-of- 
the-mouth wisecracks at the audi- 
ence, it’s straining the credulity with 
laboriously contrived story construc- 
tion. 

Leo Gorcey and Bobby Jordan are 
featured as the ex-Dead End ring- 
leaders. They give such accurately- 
remembered performances that the 
dialog gives the impression of hav- 
ing been lifted .from some of their 
past pictures. The other lads are 
standard, as are Joan Barclay, as the 
pretty ingenu, and Dave O’Brien, as 
the juve lead. Herbert Rawlinson, 
as the aircraft factory owner. and 
George Pembrooke, as the chief vil- 


lain, somehow manage to remain 
sincere and credible, despite the 
lines they speak. Hobe. 


Pirate Of The Seven Seas 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Film Alliance pro@uction and release 
Stars John Lodge; features Judy Kelly, 
Keneth Kent, Louis Borel! Directed by 
Harold Schuster. Original screenplay, Noel 
Langley; camera, Otto Kanturek At New 

| York, N. Y., dual, week April 3, ‘41. Run- 
ning time: 62 MINS, 

COMET POCO oo cicccccdeenses John Ledge 
Ann Warren...... weetieddiuass Judy Kelly 
ee ececcccecececs Keneth Nent 
Benson STR eT ree 
| Henrietta Travers..........Bertha Belmore 
Rev. James Travers.........Wylie Watson 
LAR. TEGO. cc cevscccsescs Geoffrey ‘Toone 
LO PE ree re $66 660600086 ferry Verno 
PE CECE eee Frank Jleittingell 
ee TAME iecicce cxeeevatbes Frank Cochrane 


This is a neatly compressed melier 
of the high seas, made in England, 
and being released in this country 
obviously to catch the lower rung of 


twin-mellers. Nearly 100% British 
cast, but Americans will have no 
trouble understanding them. And 
film’s action is understandable in any 
tongue. 

The tale of mutiny against & 


pearl-smuggling freighter captain is 
embellished with a novel twist when 
a searaider and his pirates pounce 


,on the rebellious crew at the cru- 
cial moment. 


Ample suspense is in- 


| jected into the highly dramatic epi- 


sodes, with director Harold Schus- 
There are im- 
plausible moments, but rugged per- 


| formances are contributed by a nice- 
| ly-balanced cast. 


Of the more unbelievable mo- 
ments, the one in which a British 
destroyer captain permits the no- 
torious sea pirate, Cabini, to escape 
even after a thorough search of the 
halted vessel is perhaps outstanding. 
between 


is stretched mighty thin. 


John Lodge, formerly of some 


| Hollywood films, but better known 
|for his work in British and French 


screen productions, makes a compe- 
winner lb 
(Continued on page 18) 
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ed pack by the sheer % 
x nimbers. 
& German first- aid officer exam- 
i my leg, bri an. officer ordered 
i te leave me.) 
Sur Evzoncs (mountain troops). 
nice attacking from the heights, 
yok & posifion in the foothills of 
Kilkiny Mountains: I was picked 
py our soldiers, wha transported 
to Kilkis. . 





{ was bine im an ambulance. 


i German ay mor ree ie ap at | 


x ned te is 
'the tanks, 
f me.” 


ee. 
te fled yg whe or y 
mand ei 
omber aWtratt ata ; 
Oat base at Len ay 
rled that nee, 
in the dock 2 
IRE Yards, 


he attack on B 





hugh Baps ay “the 
hope pee pin of 


he 


‘ i. an “ata ; : ar | We Salli tank concentrations, .%2 po 
t Merignac airport the weather tay La ones pars Bess gav . ation B 
pr Wines oe lle’ OA Woreig 


pee: 


Visibility were good and heavy} 
GS Were aten to burst among 
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in touch with the enemy in ee? 
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Nazis Near 
ROME, Apri: 13 
YTans announced tox 
ba bs 3 : Me “dect forces had extended 

big sis, into Yugosiavie from 
of fan frontier and from A 








ta the hatrbo 
‘ex j made further contac’ 
; plant and one mali were suctess- j mans at Karlovac. 
Pwnior described Bel-, fully bombed andpne enemy ve thirty mules southw 
Siz bombardment oi which by | of the Hurrican® ‘type was snot ithe Croat capital 
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ous fires. It was the second raid. siovipe aungey invading Wh Austrians on July 29, 3914, down. “Several thousand 
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enna nnn ‘nn snneinnceen: 





tz0n, Yugoslavia, é ietarted the World War, as “the; . The same night other German ireported captured 
OConciteced asrenially si¢nifirant’'i strategie northern: oats to the! fehting vlanes s¢t afire gasoline {rotumn pushing be 





with RALPH BELLAMY - GEORGE TOBIAS * JAMES GLEASON ¢ Hattie McDaniel * Jerome Cowan Directed by LLOYD BACON 


sen Play by Edward Kaufmane from the Story by Fanya Foss and Aleen Lestie» A Warner Bros. First National Picture 
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" ‘ Argentine yroduction which 
Pirate Of The Seven Seas rank | Argen PA wiapek ass ongpmoti 
- trend toward trongly nationalist 
the battle of wits with the pirate films. Foreign one - lag ee 
He was seen briefliy on Broadway in This one has an an inf re ig 2 _— 
the musical show, ‘Night of Love,’ | the foreigners beins va we , re ate. 
this winter and is presently in the Story tells how a tg agp cy angi 
click Broadway dr:.ma, ‘Watch on tion lawyer is real bes any acre es 
the Rhine.’ Running hirn a close race large fore B compe able xp i 
for top honors is Keneth Kent, in a Argentine cot Me worwes ou “* 
slick characterization of a suave changes after his s on discovers } 
Teutonic ocean marauder, though real nature ol ni activities. ore 
Kent rather petently is a Britisher. One of b reiu es arte ish oY 
Judy Kells comely miss. suffices local studios Unis aggre yi 2 
in the sole femme role. Louis Bore}! Papa de} ee oe Ds yee ee a 
is the typical so-and-so, while has pleasing comic touc . — fa. 
Bertha Belmore and Wylie Watson | dramatically sou n d. definite: 
are okay as the other two nassen- nationalistic, director Rahn gpce 
gers on the gem smuggler's freight- Mus ica has occasionally le: nec over 
er. Comedy relief is supnlied by with exaggerations for effect. Pic’ 
Jerry Verno and Frank Pettingell. moves relatively fast, comedy is at- | 
Wear. tractive’and the romance clean. Not} 


apparently have been taken from 


previous jung e ‘epics 


Near nude native girl is depicted 
in the clutches of a gl gorilla 


Beast finaliy is killed by rifle fire, 





but the maid survives. Narrator be- 





until toward the close is the national- 


ACROSS THE SIERRAS Sixto Pondal Rios and Carlos Olivari, 


best known 


(WITH SONGS) sin Fama’ (Unsung Heroes’) then go 

‘ od ie r relense Stars 
EB 1 Elliott "Satoses Beas | ty Richard back to a familiar trick of theirs 
Fiske, [Luar Walters lirected by D. | the indefensiveness of the farmer 
Ross Ledermen: original screenplay, Paul | faced with the opposition of sreat 
ince Picea lal arth te yee ee’ |companies directed from _ abroad 

nes =weer *y ev ewe olonial, . 
Lincoln, Neb, dual. Running time: 57 Some talk locally of possible Nazi | 
MINS. ; influence in basis for the story but 
Wild Bill... .cccceceeveees Bill Elliett |¢the stron nationalism is not proof 
Berrys <b scetseentssocesss es Spommge — that pic is intended to be pro-totali- 
MM. piccreskssyneetysais Dub Tayler | tarian “> 
es, = pes Dick Curtis | Elias Alippi, a first-rate comedian. 
Sheriff. ...ccccces erettseeecees Milt’ Kibbee | jg sober and expressive as the father. 
DOES cs cc se theakeeaveceweebs LeRoy Mason | 


This is Bill Elliott i in another Wild | 
Bill Hickok adventure, a concoction | 
with average chances in the action | 
bracket. 

Elliott’s Hickok would have settled 
down long ago,‘had it not 
his writers. In every pic he ex- | 
presses the wish to remain a ‘peace- 
able man,’ but that is never allowed. 
In this one he all but marries the 
girl (Luana Walters), but the scrip- 
ters developed in her a terrific ani- 
mosity toward any man who packs a | 
gun, so he is forced to ride away on 
the fade as wusual—matrimonially 
scot-free. 








° ins Wy N Ss 
No time is lost getting underway | Tamara Makarova. Directed by S. Gera- ployee against v hom false charge 
in ‘Sierras. Dick Curtis, a baddie, | simov from original story by S. Gerasimos jhave been made brings about a 
t - of the clink and comes sun. | C2mera. V. Yakovlev; musical score, V. | series of complications which end 
ats < . - . , e « ° > 
— , pig ao At the Miami. N. Y., April 5. when the wife forgets her egotism 
ning for the two people who cinched | Running time: 85 MINS. and evervbod oes back t the 
his six-year d»sacve of bastille. One Stephan ee ae Roris Chirkev olen te ite y g0e ac 2 
is an old storekeper, and the other Agratens SE EP POE Tamare Makarove simp 
is Elliott. Latter wins the gun duel, | v°" autin.... tet eeeeeee vee | Merits of the picture lie entirely 
. Praskovia T.autin...cccccces Vera Pomerant th S d first- k d 
Songs aren't much for tune and] Maria Lautin.............6-. L.. Shapalina | With Sandrini, a first-rank stage an 
are mangled to the worst of comic | Stepanida Lautin.........-. ..V. Telegina —_ : ne ges here. Py sng _ 
2 ’s abilitv » hasn’ u } Remizov....... secccceees M. Ekaterinsky | restraine an in otner m efrorts, 
Dub Taylor’: abil ty. He hasn't much Uncle Semyon..........-...--Ivan Nazarov | h t ] t f 7 ehs f hi 
to offer an adult audience. but gets : ; 1e pat re oO aughs out of his 
over with kids. Luana Walters, who | ’ ; material, ouble entendre come- 
started in the westerns. was civen| (In Russian; With E English Titles) | dian who has to be especially careful | 
a try in better stuff ot Par. She’sa| Here's an Horatio Alger theme 0n the be poe? - pagan to set 
am . ly frome across his points Vv ersonality 
looker. attractive'y frnmed and with | ¢rom beginning to end, frankly bour- |“) °* on p Ss ~% p rsonalit; 
more on the bell in atl devartments | alone. Hector Quintanilla, in an un- 
than other western heroines. | geois in sentiment and awkwardly exnectedly sober role, docs well and 


Art. 


IN OLD CHEYENNE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produce | 
tion Features Roy Rogers and George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes. Directed by Kane. Screen. | 
1 v. Ollve Coope! from original storv by 
John Krafft; eam William Nob! } 
editor Chariles Craft music director Cy | 
Feuer Previewed in Projection Room, | 

.) April 3, 1 Running time 58 | 
MINS 
s e Blane Ra Rogers 
. woe Fy n George ‘ Hayes | 
Dolores Casino.... ....Joan Woodbury | 
Tim Case ae ey) HW MacDonald | 
Souenk Sal Payne } 
Sam Prummend Rosener 
RPV HO ss cccccesenoeeseds will Hr 
POR. cscenkse tesseeeuneess Hal Tatinfer 
PRBIGs « i. 5'6056056bbb 856 q0068 J IK 


Seemingly, there have never be- 
fore been so many bullets fiving in a 
western of sch short duration as in | 
Republic’s ‘In Old Cheyenne.’ And 
though the ranve of the marksmen 
is pretty much at close quarters 
1rouchout, there also have been few 
mes in a cactus opera when the 
im has been so hed. 

Of course, Republie has mede 
*‘Chevenne’ with no pretense of any- 
thin’ more ostentatious than a place 
on the lower rung of provincial 
anols With this noint in mind, anc 


me +t 


Fo: Rovers and George ‘Gabby’ 
Hayes as the marauee backer-upper 
In a stendard cost, this trensparent 
yern will probably achieve its stand- 
: boxoffice returns for those who 
e-ent too discriminating on how 
t’ r actioners are achieved. 

Povrers n'-vs a newspaperman who | 
troinses to Chevenne to ferret out | 
the supposedly nefarious activities of | 
one Aranehoe Brown, played by | 
Hayes “he latter. however, has | 
been fremed bv George Rosener, | 
plaving the eauivalent of the town | 
boss. With the aid of J. Farrell 
MacDonald, es the town's crusading 


newsnaper editor, and H 
menages to do enough gun-slincing, 
hard-riding and fisticuffing to help 
bring the culprits to justice. 

Rovers also lilts a tener, but his | 
sones haven't a thing to do with 
bring the sang to justice. Naka. 


El Mejor Papa Del Mundo 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, April 2. 


on production and release, 


ayes, Rogers | 
| 


Featur- | 





Ange] Magana is 
namic and youthful 
| Nury Montse draws particular atten- | 
tion in a brief role. Good background 
music bv 
| Delfino. Photovranhv 
‘ cellent. 
“wy for | narke departure of this previously | 
|first-run U. S. pic house to that of | 
second-run and local productions, 


production. 


| test, has 
| many 


|; ape. 


poor 


the tag end, 


t theme overly stressed. Writers 


for their recent ‘Heroes 


enthusiastic, dy- 
as the son and 


tango composer Enrique | 
end sound ex- 
Presentation at the 


Ray. 


NEW TEACHER 


(SOVIET-MADE) 
Artkino release of Leningrad Film Stuvio 


Stars Boris hirkov and 


| presented because the 
ostensibly on 
Clearly designated as a 
film, based on the prize-winnins 
scenario in an all-Soviet writing con 
its humorous moments, bu 
of them are unintentional. 
The Soviets have gone 
out in their attempted emulation o 


unfamiliar 


the standardized Hollywood boy 
| meets-girl formula, possibly on as 
sumption thet a little love mict 


Ideal , 


yroducers are 
ground. 
comedy, 


all the wav rd .P 


it 


than the audi- 
at the inane 


comes more excited 
ence, which h: aly stil 
series of events 

Lobby display may lure in cus- 
tomers, but the kickback at the ex- 


hibitor over what is actuolly shown 
likely will be terrific Understood 
that this is going out as a docu- 
mentary subject. That's the kindest 
thing that can be said about * 


Wear. 


El Mas Infeliz Del Pueblo 


(AGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, April 10. 

EFA production and release Stars Luis 
s rit features Hector Quintanilla Ana- 
May, Marino Sere, Tito Gomez, Cark 
riquez, Toton Podesta, Nelida Bilbao, Iris 
Martorell, Moreno Chiolo, #nd Rodolfo 
Herrera. Directed by Luis Bayon Herrera. 
flased on the stage play ‘kl Senor Bada- 
nas,’ and adapted by Herrera. Reviewed 
at the “yo Buenos Aires Run- 
ning time, 76 } 


| ——— 


s hkin- 


Apparently done in a 
without too much effort 
utilizing film possibilities, ‘El 
Infeliz del Pueblo’ 
|Man in Town’) lowers the record of 
Director Luis Bayon Herrera for 
good comedy. Pic is based on the 
| play, ‘El Senor Badana.’ first pre- 
|sented in Madrid in 1930. It didn't 
receive any too great a_ reception 
| there and why it was made into a 
| film seems difficult to understood. 


hurry and 
spent in 


Mas 


Adhesion to original is so close that | 
| Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 


the shape of the play’s three acts can 
be clearly distinguished. 

Film revolves around the intrigue 
in a small town when the hero (Luis 
|Sandrini), the stammering, down- 
trodden laughing-stock of the com- 
munity, is made to marry the sup- 
posed godchild of a local political 
boss to cover up the gal’s having a 
child by another man. Kind-hearted, 
seeking merely to be left alone. 
wife’s ambitions force him to leave 
his humble, job and take a post as 
municipal @hief of personne]. 


mayor, 


who insists on chasing his 
sister. 


Exoneration of an old em- 


Iris Martorell is efficient in a farci- 


cal lead. Photosranhy good but 
sound, as usual, is over-blatant for 
North American errs. * Ray. 


t we oF BUDDHA 


Futter 
f a sean Documentary feature on life in 
Indi: At Central N r., dual week 
- April 14, ‘41. Running time, 63 MINS, 


This apparently is a 


stimulate foreign revenues. Not | material from a Walt ag orgy he 4 
only does the boy (Boris Chirkov) | throuch India ‘It is described as be- 
make good, but he also gets the girl | ing documentary. but is largely 4 
(Tamara Makarova), simple country slorified travelog “ ith the "ehite 
lass who starts off with hero wor- Poets ‘ ; 


sirl-bride sequence added as excuse 


hi - an tte -< ha fustay P 

nip, turns ccar lette at the halfway for stretching this out to feature 
ark and misguidedlv attempts to | Jencth Film’s nossibilities. even 
hit a high note of ultra-sophisticated a ; 


philosophy at the finale 


For a time when the girl turns her 
impul- 
ive nature of his marriage proposal, 


suitor down because of the 
it looks as if the Soviets had forgot 


ten they were making comedy anc 


69 MINS, 





New York 


ture purportedly 
screen fare—badly 


ly recorded and feebly 
| Much of it is in bad taste. 


narrated. 


and 


state censors objected 
to the original material ir this pic- 
showing the kid- 
| Mapping of a jungle belle by a huge 
This is al] that remains after 
the scissoring, and it is inconceivably | 
photo- 
| graphed, stupidly edited., haphazard- 


with the 
kidnapping gorilla angle inserted at | 
rather obviously 
| staged partly in a studio, with flash- 
| backs to real jungle backgrounds. 


dualed with a strong 

tremely thin. Picture would 

far stronger for the pverave ey» 

tor if trimmed half its 
made into a short. 


i Average exhib wil] feel sorry for 


feature, are ev- 
loom 
hibi- 


length, or 


reverting to type. The heroine be- the narrator who is depended large- 
comes moody, staying up alone all |/Y tO sustain interest. His comment 
night ovtside the hovse. and im- |!S_ far more vivid than most of 
pending travedy rears its head. But SCenes. Beggars of India and Hindu 
onlv fora few moments. worship are highlighted in initial 
Vocals are mostly mournful dirges. footage After that it becomes a | 
There’s onlv one excention, a re- | trek through that country, touching | 
cording of Russian music. Kashmir, Delhi, Gir Forest, Benares 
On the whole any deep psvcho- and | finally Tivet, where the best 
lotical import which seemingly was semblance of a story is developed 
intended by this Intest Soviet effort thay of Conception is purported- 
has been succes fully and comnletely |+¥, renroeveed. but * tendivetinn 
concealed. Mori © a thinly draped wait: girl (with 
her beck to the ec ). sun? ly 

be fore high priest, reeks of being 

studio-staged Subsequent landslide 

Kidnapping Gorillas seems t9 be the only art fine lett the 

Jewel Pictures proJuction ar elease, Scripters for concluding the yarn. 

| aities =the th dag At. known Melts The festival of horror, shown as 
week April 14, ‘41, dual Running time. | part of the India native’s idea of an- | 


nual pilgrimmages, 
for the screen. Also the burning of 
human bodies. The hunt for a lion 
atop a herd of trained elephants and 
a fitht between a lion and tiger, in 
contrast, are gripping portions of the 
| episodic travelog. Wear. 


is too gruesome 





Col. Sets Scribes 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Columbia handed out four writ- 
,ing assignments on three forthcom- 
| ing pictures, first of which is a Gene 


2 . 4 , 
ine Elias Alippi, Angel Magana, Nury Film has flzshes of goona- foona Markey production, But Beautiful, 
Monte, Hugo Pimenthel, Domingo Mar-| Zals, Ubangi maidens, lions raiding |On which Harry Segall is doing a 
qiiez es cigs Marta a — a native village. nativ dances, an | treatment. 

RZZ0 11 tleerdo Prssano, irectec vy | " ¢ 3 . + 
Franciseo Muricn. Based on original by | €/¢phant hunt, a leopard hunt. devil} Doris Malloy and Clarence Greene 
Sixte Ponerl Rios and Carlos Olivari. Re- fish, monkeys being trapped and a ben developing a treatment on ‘A 
viewed at the Lieal, Buenos Aires, snake fight with one finally swallow- ss For Cesanova. end Kar! Brow 
— |ing the other whole. Last episode oa A Cg tecncde ov 
‘El Mejor Papa del Mundo’ (‘The! touches a new low in dubious film is assigned to script ‘Harvard, Here 


Best Fathe: 


in the World’) is a top- | tastes. 


Several scenes and episode: 


I Come.’ 


(The Unhappiest | 


the | 


He has | 
trouble in the job with the son of the | 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Varirty presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period Date of reviews as given tn 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPY KIGHT, 1940 BY VARIETY INC ALL RIGHTS KESEKVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations. M—Meiocrama, C--Comedy, CD--Comedy 
Drama, W—Western; D—Drama; RD -Romantic Drama, MU— Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARiety’s review and running time. 
———— ey 














WEER OF RELEASE—2/21/41 





Had Four Sons (Col) 


Adam 2 Ag D “108 Ww. Baxter- 1. Bergman 
Meet Boston Blackie (Col) 3.5 D 61 C. Morris-R. Hudson 
jtarasy s Private Secretary (M-G) 2 26 Cc 97 M. Rooney-L. Stone 
Virginia (Par) 115 RD 107 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Scattergood Baines (RKO) 212 C 6Y G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 
Western Union (20th) 2.5 D 93 RK. Young-R. Scott 

Nice Girl (U) 9 2.26 Cc $3 D. Durbin-F. Tone 
Cheers for Miss Bishop (U. 1/15 D 94 M. Scott-W. er 
Strawberry Blonde (WB) 2/19 cbD & O. DeHavilland-J 


Cagney 
- —_—————> 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 


Blondie Gores Latin (Col) 2,19 Cc WW Pp. Singleton-A. Lake 
Missing Ten Days (Col) , M R. Harrison-K. Verne 
Ouilaws of the Panhandle (Col) 3/26 w i =359 C. Starrett-F. Robinson 
Free and Easy (M-G) 3.19 Cc 56 R. Cummings-R. Hussey 
In Ola Colorado (Par) WwW 67 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4 16 D 120 ©. Welles-J. Cotten 

A Man Betrayed (Rep) 2.12 Dd s2) «OS. Wayne-F. Dee 


Great Train Robbery (Rep) 3.5 Ww 62 B. Steele-C. Carleton 


Murder Among Friends (20th) 3.5 M 67 J. Hubbard-M. Weaver 
Dark Streets of Cairo (U) 12/4 M 24’ =S. Gurie-R. Byrd 
Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M F. Inescort-H. Angel 


WEEK oF RE LEASE—3/ 3/41 


Lone Wolf Takes a Chance (Col) 3/12. M 7% W. William-J. Storey 





Rage in Heaven (M-G) 3/S D 8s pA a ing 1. Bergman 
Flying Wild (Mono) 4/16 D_ 65 L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 
| Yobacco Koad (20th) 2 26 D 91 G. Tiernev-C. Grapewin 
Mr. Dynomite (U) 3°12 D 63 L. Nolan-!. Hervey 

Great Dictator (UA) 10/16/40 D 127 C. Chaplin-J. Oakie 


3/3 CD % E. Flynn- B. Marshall 


WEEK (¢ OF RELEASE—3/14/41 





The Penalty (M-G) 3/12 D 77 L. Barrymore-E. Arnold 


A Girl. a Guy and a Gob (RKO) 13/5 Cc 9% G. Murphy-L. Ball 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) 3 26 Ww =71 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Sleepers West (20th) 3/19 D 74 L. Nolan-M. Hughes 


Double Date (U) 3/12 ee 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) D 57 


P. Moran-U, Merkel 
E. Norris-] M. Coles 


WEEK OF RELEAS -E—3/21, 1/4 








E. Queen’s Penthouse M ystery (Col) 


312 M 


69 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 





Sign of the Wolf (Mono) 69 G. Bradley-M. Whalen 
The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 > 90 H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
Footlight Fever (RKO) 3/26 Cc 69 <A. Mowbray-D. McBride 
The Outlaw (20th) M W. Huston-J. Russell 
Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) w J. Brown-F. Knight 
Man Who Lost Himself (U) 3 26 D 71 B. Aherne-K. Francis 
Topper Returns (UA) 3/12 Cc 9% J. Blondell-R. Young 
The Sea Wolf cw B) 3 26 D 98 E. Robinson-I. Lupino 
WEEK OF RELEASE siitteedinnndies 


North from the Lone Star «Cc ol) 
The Bad Man (M-G) 4/2 


B. -Elliott- D. Fay 
70) W. Beery-L. Barrymore 


w 

w 
Las Vegas Nights (Par) 3/26 4 90) =6>P. Regan-B. Wheeler 
Melody for Three (RKO) 3/5 D 6/ J. Hersholt-F. Wri.y 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5/4/38 cD 90 «6G. Rogers-J. Stewart 
Mr. District Attorney (Rep) 4/2 D 69 D. O’Keefe-F. Rice 
Dead Men Tell (20th) 3 26 M 61 8S. Toler-S. Ryan 
Horror Island (U) 4/2 M 61 D. Foran-P. Moran 
Man-Made Monster (U) 3,26 D 5Y L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill 

D 


Knockout 


(WB) 


Ww. Morris-O. Bradna 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4 ry 41 


———e 


The Roundup (Par) 3/19 w 90) =R. Dix-P. Morison 


Repent at Leisure (RKO) 4/16 RD 66 K. Taylor-W., Barrie 
In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 4/9 w 583 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Scatlind Yard (20th) 49 D 68 N. Kellv-H. Wilcoxon 
Mutiny in the Arctic (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
A Shot in the Dark (WB) Cc W. Lundigan-N. Wynn 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 


The Great 








Swindle (Col) M J. Holt- _M. Reynolds 
Men of Boys Town (M-G) 4/9 Dp 107 §S. Tracy-M. Rooney 
Break the News (Mono) 18 cD 72 M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 
Road to Yanzibar (Par) 3/12 D 8Y OB. Crosby-D. Lamour 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 49 cD 92) «J. Arthur-C. Coburn 
Sis Hopkins (Rep) 4/9 MU 97 «J. Canova-B. Crosby 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) w B. Steele-B. Livingston 
Two Grn Sheriff (Rev) Ww D. Barry-V. Carroll 
That Night in Rio (20th) 3.12 MU 90 =A. Faye-D. Ameche 
The Lady from ‘Chevenne (U) 42 wb 84 «OL. Youvng-R. Preston 
Pot o’ Gold (UA) 49 Cc %4.0—COdJ. Stewart-P. Goddard 
The Great Lie ded 8) 49 D 102 B. Davis- G. Brent 
WEEK OF RELE AS <E—4 18/41 
Penny Serenade (Col) 4/16 D 92 «1. Dunne-C. Grant 
Washington Melodrama (M-G) M F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
Hoosicr Schoolbov (Mono) 6 30/37 D 62 M.Rooney-A. Nagel 
Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona (Mono) Ww R. Corrigan-J. King 
Border Vigilantes (Par) 4/2 Ww 61 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Robbers of the Ranze (RKO) w T. Holt-V. Vale 
Rookies cn Parade (Rep) c B. Crosby-M. Wilsen 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 4/2 w 64 C.Romero-M,. Hughes 
| Flame of New Orleans (U) D M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
That Uncertain Feeling (UA) 3/19 D 89 M. Oberon-M. Douglas 
Strange Alibi (WB) D A. Kennedy- J. Perry 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4 25/41 
Under Age (Col) D N. Gray-A. Baxter 
Tle Big Boss (Cel) D 0. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) MU J. Garland-J. Stewart 
The Invisible Ghost (Mono) M 63 B. Lugosi-P. Young 
Roar of the Press (Mono) cD J. Parker-W. Ford 
Power Dive (Par) 49 D 6S KR. Arlen-J. Parker 
They Met in Argentina (RKO) MU M. O’Hara-G. Raymond 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) D J. Wayne-O. Munson 
Inspector Hornleigh Goes to It (20th) M G. Harker-P. Calvert 
Model V.ife (U) 4/16 cD 7% J. Blondell-D. Powell 
That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 3/26 D 128 V. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Wagons Roll at Night (WB) D H. Bogart-' S. Sidney 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2 AL . 


They Dare Net Love (Col) D M. Scott-G. Brent 

People vs. Kildare (M-G) Dd L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 
The Pioneers (Mono) Ww T. Ritter 

Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 D %W J.McCrea-E. Drew 

Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) Cc L. Errol-M. Coles 

Singing Hills (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Great American Broadcast (20th) cD A. Faye-J. Payne 

Black Cat (U) D H. Herbert-G. S« ndergaard 
| Thieves Fall Out (WB) D E. Albert- J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELE*’ 9/41 


Her First Beau (Cc ol) cD J. Cooper- J. ‘Withers 
Love Crazy (M-G) Cc W. Powell-M. Loy 
The Human Ghost (Mono) M K. Kent-J. Kelly 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) D G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
County Fair (Rep) Cc Lulu Belle & Scotty 
Aectionately Yours (WB) D M. Oberon-D. Morgan 
WEEK OF RELEA. /4i 
She Knew All ‘the Answers (Col) _ 4 J. Bennett-F. Tone 
The Law and Lucky Wilson (M-G) Dd M. Hunt-V. Weidler 
Redhead (Mono) Cc 4d. Lang-J. Downs 
One Night in Lisben (Par) oy M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 


Brine ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6 21/32 M ‘ Frank Buck 


Men Hwnt (20th) D J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
Singapore Woman (WB) D B. Marshall-D. Bruce 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Red tape, usually binding Governmental affairs in Washington, has been 
snipped by the scissors of international emergency, but the news hasn't yet 
got around to Jock Lawrence, who functions in the Hays office and makes 
his own rules about the filming of pictures dealing with the national de- 
fense program. 
roundabout method to be followed in all films dealing with the army and 
navy buildup. First contact must came from Lawrence, who will pass it 
on to the industry’s defense committee, which will then take up the ques- 
tion with Francis Harmon, who will in due time take it up with the de- 
fense branch with which the particular studio involved is seeking to make 
a picture with the particular defense branch involved, It’s that involved. 








Suggestion that everyone working in the picture industry, from top 
execs to ushers, regularly and systematically invest a certain portion of 
their earnings in Government securities as a means of helping out on de- 
fense, has been made by P. J. Wood, secretary of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio. 

Wood recommends a committee be set up consisting of S. R. Kent, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Harry M. Warner, George J. Schaefer and Barney 
Balaban for furtherance of the plan to have all those in pictures buy 
the small denominations of savings stamps and bonds which the U. S. 
is getting out. 





Motion pictures get a break from the Los Angeles daily newspapers, 
outside of the Examiner, in a reduction of national amusement advertising 
rates. From now on the studios may take advantage of the national ad- 
vertising rate, less the regular agency commission, instead of the pre- 
viously stiff charge for national amusement space. Dailies in L. A. have 
agreed to absorb the customary 15% agency commission on this type of 
copy so that advertisers will get full benefit of the reduced rate. First 
major studio to take advantage of the new rate structure is Metro, which 
is advertising ‘Men of Boys Town’ through the Donahue & Coe agency. 





Motion Picture Producers of the Republic of Mexico, modeled after the 
Producers organization in Hollywood, is being formed south of the bor- 
der as result of the stimulation of the film industry caused by the 
premiere of James Roosevelt's ‘Pot o’ Gold’ in Mexico City. 
growth of the picture business down there has brought about prob- 
lems of taxation, state censorship and other obstacles encountered by pro- 
ducers in the U.S. Juan Peset, secretary of the new organization, is mov- 
ing to Hollywood this summer to learn how the Hays office operates. 

‘Eat on your own time’ is the new slogan at a major studio flackery 
where the employes are threatened with instant discharge if they step 
out for breakfast after reporting for work. Same regulation is in force in 
the afternoon, when the flack is prohibited from tossing off a cup of java 
unless accompanied by an accredited news correspondent, with permis- 
sion from the chief. A studio Sherlock Holmes is on the watch for in- 
fractions. 





Models of every known type of warplane are being built by 20th-Fox 
studio technicians with cooperation of plant engineers from Lockheed, 


“North America and other aviation factories, for use in the 20th-Fox pic- | last minute. John Wayne left on the 


ture, ‘A Yank in the R. A. F.’ Picture is designed to show the sudden 


Studio publicity departménts have been advised of a. 


Recent | 


Chester, Robert Lehman, Thomas H. 
Back, Roger Wolfe Kahn, Mrs. John 
Barry Ryan, Jr., Mrs. Cushing 

Roosevelt, Mrs. Whitney Bourne, 
|Mrs. Howard Dietz, John Walker 
and Hotel New Yorker's prexy 
Frank K. Andrews. 

A Piper Cub airplane has been do- 
'nated as prize lure and the buffet 
supper will be served by the Hotel 
|New Yorker staff in the containers 
|used by the transport plane fleet 
ithat will put on their daily ‘floor 





show’ on the other side of the Avi- | 


| ation Terrace’s windows. 


| Betty Field stratolinered Califor- 
'nia-ward Easter night (13) to see 
about ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ and 
‘the westward airplane to L.A. was 
| hopped Saturday (12) by Dan Top- 
| ping, who flew in from Chi’s football 
convention Tuesday (8), and Jack 
| Kirkland. 

Winging westbound Friday (11) 
was Gypsy Rose Lee, TWAing to the 
| Windy City; Gene Autry, without his 
/equine accompanist, to Harrisburg, 
|Pa., after Eastern Airlining in from 
| Washington Tuesday (8); and best- 
seller penner Antoine de Saint 
| Exupery, who held a ticket for L.A. 
The author of ‘Wind, Sand and 
| Stars, who after murmuring some- 
lthing that rhythmed like ‘notalk- 
goodanglice’ machine-gunned enough 
French over the field to explain that 
he was to ‘see’ people about making 
his book into a picture. 


Orson Welles and Dolores Del Rio 


were among the passengers on 
Wednesday’s (9) 12:45 a.m. Strato- 
liner, heading for Aubuquerque. 


They had held reservations on the 
strato outbound four and one-half 
hours earlier but missed the ship. 
The well-known interim was spent 
with Welles pacing the floor of the 
airport lobby like an _ expectant 
|father and Miss Del Rio seeking a 
| little libation in the Kitty Hawk 
| lounge with an ‘unidentified man.’ 


Bette Davis Changes 





| Mind on Coast Dash 


Wednesday, apparently, was 
| day to change your mind, for Bette 


| Davis reserved space on American’s 
| Mercury to L.A. and said ‘No’ at the 





|press chief of 


| ficials. | 











The New Old Army Game | 


Continued from page | 




















to camp g.h.q.s ordering a clamp-| When the bulber got to the camp, 
down. This has considerably lessened | however, it was found he was in the 
the number of stunts getting by and|employ of a professional character 
has outlawed virtually all of the|analyst who did his work via a 
very obvious ones, but the P.R.O.s | crystal ball and palm reading. Army 
at heedquarters admit there are still | didn’t want the future of its soldiers 
plenty of unfortunate gags being told and a nix was quickly inter. 
foisted on unsuspecting Army Of- | posed. 





Censorship Ticklish 

Censorship of pictures is a ticklish 
problem. Policy is to cooperate in 
every way with the press as long as 
pix are honest, Capt. Owings ex. 
plained, but not to allow the staging 
of poses which wouldn’t ordinarily 
take place in the Army. Post P.R.O, 
\for instance, discovered lensers pos- 
‘ing a shim-sham-dancing-camp-en. 
|tertainer in her dressing room with a 
soldier in her arms and a cot in the 
‘background, He ordered the photogs 
ito stop. They later squawked to the 
|War Department about censorship, 
|'but the Army public relations man 
| was held to de fully justified in his 
action. 

One Army rule is that no soldiers 
shall be used in any way that con- 
ceivably could lay them open to 
| charges of depriving civilians of jobs, 
| That sometimes causes press agentry 
to go awry, as in the case of the Fox 
theatre in Brooklyn, which planned 
to run an amateur night with Camp 
!Upton recruits as the contestants, 
Army ruled they might deprive pro- 
‘fessional actors of jobs at the thea- 


Difficulty, they say, is that most | 
of the camp commandants are naive 
about publicity men. They've never 
before come up against smart Broad- 
way end other high pressure p.a.s 
who know all the angles. As a re- 
sult, they accept many gags at their 
face value—that they are from peo- 
ple anxious to provide entertainment, 
gifts or various comforts for the 
troops out of entirely altruistic mo- 
tives. 

Fact is, many of the p.z.s have al- 
ready learned to detour around the 
Army Information Service, set up in 
New York to handle such requests. 
They go right to the camp comman# - 
ers, instead. Major Jack J. Rehan, 
the AIS, who for, 
many years was an editor of Stand- 
ard News, N. Y., end Capt. Dorsey 
Owings, in charge of photos and 
radio, were quickly spotted by the 
publicity men as oldtimers not to be 
fooled by stunts. Most of the P.R.O.s 
in the various camps are also. by- 
passed by the flacks when possible, 
although they are not a source of 


great trouble, as many of them are ‘T and refused to approve the 
; heme. 
from smell-town papers or from oe ; : 
Capt. Owings emphasized that 
other fields altogether and not hep ume pelteemees G6e sinewe’ in 


to the hoodwinking that goes on. 
‘Take Care of a Recruit’ 


One of the suggested gags that 
made the Information Service rage 
was the offer of a top burlesk peeler 
to ‘take care of a recruit’ over a 
weekend. Col. Frank J. Pierson, 


wanting to entertain the soldiers, 
that their sole interest is in giving 
the boys a good time. They’re quickly 
spotted, however, he declared, be- 
cause they don’t have their press 
agents inform every newspaperman 
in town and aren’t followed to the 


the | 


| topper in the Info Service, envisaged 
the soldier not being taken care of 
by the stripper half so much as by 
a battery of news photogs. He didn’t 
leven answer the letter—which was 
ineptly done and doubly obvious in 





changes in aerial tactics, which follow every new mechanical improve- | 


ment. 


One of the museum pieces is a captured German Messerschmict, | 
which was the last word in the early days of the war. 





Both the Biograph and Edison studios in New York, which changed 
hands more than a year ago, remain boarded up and minus activity. 


Biograph is completely without prospect of being reopened, it was said? and, finally, muttering the Holly- | 


this week by an official of the Empire Trust Co., which now owns it. | 
Real estate operator Jacob Levy, who owns Edison, said he is hoping | 


to make a deal shortly whereby production would be resumed on that lot. | Nate Spingold, of Columbia Pictures’ 





All five newsreels presently have sent their assignment editors or field | hour. 
executives on a trek of U. S. army camps and other military defense key | 


Mercury, however, bound for the} 4 ‘ 
end-of-the-line. The morning hours | Purpose because it was signed by the 
saw Ray (‘I Wanted Wings’) Millend | femme’s p.a. and not by her. 

fulfilling his wants as he sky-planed| Stunt by Arthur Murray was an- 
in from L.A. only to wait half-an- | other that vexed Col. Pierson and 


hour at the airport for whoever was his aides. Murray took a group of 


worth waiting a half-an-hour for, | his gal instructors to Fort Hemilton, 

| Brooklyn, to ‘teach the boys to 
wood equivalent of ‘nuts’ and head- | dance.’ Commandant there thought 
ing for Manhattan. Harry Cohn andj|that a very nice idea. What he 


| didn’t realize was that the instruc- 
tresses weren’t alone. They were 
| accompanied by Murray’s p.a., who 


brains, TWAed in from L.A. at noon 


Tuesday’s (8) Clipper brought in 


in turn was accompanied by photogs 


spots. Tour of inspection to obtain a better overall picture of the nationa] |Merian C. Cooper, film producer, \from virtually every New York 


defense effort was made at the request of Government and military of- 


ficers. 


0.0. probably was finished early this month, 


weeks. 





Request of Will Rogers Equestrian Association for a $5,000 appropria- 
tion from the Los Angeles county board of supervisors to provide a base 
for Rogers’ statue in Hollywood drew a protest by Wayne Allen, county 
manager. Beverly Hills is also planning a Rogers memorial in granite and 
has commissioned sculptor Tex Wheeler to submit a model. 


Railroads streamline their old trains and film producers do the same on 
their old pictures, going back as far as ‘The Great Train Robbery,’ which 
did pretty well as modernized repeat. 5 
which Republic is whittling into a 1941 model. 
‘Robbery,’ is doing the modernizing job on ‘Rags.’ 





Warner Bros. ‘Dive Bomber’ will be the first Technicolor production in 
nearly two years, company laying off tinters until a clearer insight was 
obtained on how seriously the war would affect foreign grosses. 
Flynn and Fred MacMurray are playing the leads in the aviation thriller. 





who had been in ‘Merrie Old’ two 
| were with the RAF Eagle Squad- 
ron getting background for a film to 
| be labeled with the squadron’s mon- 
icker. The aerial unit is comprised 
|of some of Uncle Sam’s nephews. 
| Mr. Cooper was in such a hurry that 
|he breezed past the news-hawks as 
| though he was kicking the controls 
of a Spitfire. 

The ‘highest-played’ piano went up 
| in the air Tuesday (8) when Jose 
| Iturbi, of the piano and baton, took 
25 guests upstairs in a chartered 
|Stratoliner for a musicale tea. A 
| piano was tucked in a-corner of the 
ship and Iturbi and Argentenita, the 
| dancer, dueted for the guests. 


On the flight-to-nowhere, during 
which the Strato leveled off at 20,000 
| feet and circled Smoketown on the 
East River for 


It required about three 


Now comes ‘From Rags to Riches,’ 
Joe Kane, who exhumed 


Errol 








‘Mythical’ Aussie Censorship 


Continued from page 2 , 








| paper and national pic service. Had 
|the p.a. been satisfied with straight 
shots of the terping lessons there 
would have been a minimum of beef- 
ing by the Info Service. Pix used 
in almost all the papers, however, 
| were not the straight ones, but pure 
| cheesecake—soldiers rubbing the 
|tootsies of tired teachers, much.leg 
|showing end dresses far above the 
‘knee. There were also some with 
recruits and the gals holding glasses 
appearing to have in them anything 
but the water they actually con- 
tained. 





Headaches 

P.a.s for music pubs and for tune- 
smiths are another source of head- 
aches. They send copies and orches- 
trations of new patriotic numbers to 
regimental bands and the after-hour 


Music 

















London to serve with the British; soon as war was declared because 
Broadcasting Co. in various advisory j}the money and frequencies used 


capacities. Another, he said, will 
soon follow from Australia while 
Canada, Egypt and India already 
have sent their duos to the United 
Kingdom. 

‘There is no official censorship in 
Australia,’ Smith said. ‘News of ob- 
vious military importance is sup- 
pressed by editor’s choice. There is 
no suppression of opinion and the 
Ministry of Information, which 
would serve in a censoring position, 
is there to help and not to hinder 
us.’ 
Schwarz, who has spent nine and 
one-half years in London, said his 
company and America’s Decca ex- 
change pressings but have no fur- 
ther connection. Most of his com- 
pany’s work has been diverted into 
turning out field radios and direc- 
tional finders, with the Churchill 
government rating export business, 
for the foreign currency exchange, 
next in importance to government or 
military produce. 

‘All television effort and experi- 
ment,’ he stated, ‘was halted just as 


ee eee 





were needed for army and navy 
use.” 


Celebs Plentiful At 
Airport Over Weekend 


Easter at the airport-on-the-park- 
way was anything but a hardboiled 
egg. The airport restaurants were 
jammed to capacity with scores of 
celebs stopping at the Kitty Hawk 
bar during the weekend. 

Gertrude Lawrence spent part of 
the week bustling in and out of the 
airdrome making restaurant ar- 
rangements for the Aviation Party 
to be run off April 29 by a host from 
Broadway and Park Avenue under 
the auspices of the Royal Air Force 
Benevolent Fund of the U. S. A., 515 
Madison avenue. Mayor LaGuardia 
signified that he'll be ‘among those 
present’ at the first charity ball to 
be staged at the structure that bears 
his name. Miss Lawrence’s fellow 
conspirators, to aid the families of 
British aviators ruled off the course 


two hours, were 
Iturbi’s sister, Amaro, Mrs. Law- } musical organizations formed by the 
rence Tibbett, Ward Morehouse, Mr. | soldiers. Then they attempt to cash 
and Mrs. Francisco Francescatti, Mr.|in in various ways—newspaper 


and Mrs. Fritz Kreisler, Mr. and Mrs. | stories saying a particular tune has 


Lauritz Melchior, Zonia Kochinska,| become the favorite of a certain 
| Rene Libault, Jarmel Dorle, Mrs.| regiment, efforts to get plugs on 
| Charles Mitchell and William King, !radio shows emanating from the 
to say nothing of a Life photog-' camp whenever the ASCAP-BMI 
fe agg Scheduled Sor the charter- ‘angle doesn’t interfere, and in nu- 
| trip but ‘no-show were Mayor 


merous other ways. 

Gracie Allen and George Burns 
now have a gag running on which 
the public relations officers frown. 
Pair started it by going into a camp 
and rounding up all the boys named 
|Allen in search of Gracie’s lost 
brother, Willie. They have followed 
this up by writing humorous weekly 
letters to a number of camps. These 


|}Guess Who, Miriam Hopkins, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Barbirolli, Deems 
Taylor, Lucrezia Bori, Lily Pons and 
, Andre Kostelanetz. Two passenger 
j}agents experienced difficulty in 
herding the aerial guests together in 
time to get off the ground before 
dark—as some of them took refuge 
in the Kitty Hawk bar for a few 


“drops of Kill Pain and l - 
os all = oe oe | letters have soldiers contacting them 
Robert McCullough Dick, pub- | with suggestions as to where Willie 
lisher of the Philippine Free Press, | Might be found. ; 
at Manila, P. I., skipped through | Burns-Allen stunt of rounding up 
Monday (7) to catch the Yankee ; ; 
Clipper for a ‘look over the London | ber of camps for just what it was. 
situation,’ and on the same flying tub | Commandants turned it down. Per- 
went two copies of Suzanne Silver- S¢verance won out, however, and 
cruys’ Winston Churchill ‘Thumbs nally a friendly—or naive—com- 
Up’ statuette delivered personally by ™ander was found to let it go on. 
the sculptress to Clipper Captain| Gag that got tripped up by an alert 
ton ocean-going planes back and_ Photogs into a camp to make char- 
forth across the Atlantic as though | acter analyses pictures. Number of 





by Nazi bullets, include Colby M 


he were tunneling the Grand Central | papers had done this with good effect 
shuttle during a rush hour. jand Army Info Service gave its okay 


the Allens was recognized at a num- | 


R. O. D. Sullivan, who skids the 42- Post P.R.O. was a request to take | 


camps by a battery of cameramen. 

Army has also had some difficulty 
with advertisers using military tieups 
to sell their products. Policy is well- 
formulated, however, providing’ that 
if a product is actually used by the 
Army, the advertiser may say so. 
He can’t, though, infer that the War 
Department specifically approves his 
product or prefers it to other similar 
products. 


Ballet’s Benefit 


Continued from page 3 




















clared the strike was ‘unauthorized.’ 
Unofficially, AGMA attributed the 
difficuity to a ‘clash of personalities’ 
| between de Basil and Hurok. 

De Basil’s version is that Hurok, 
because he has both the Original 
Ballet Russe and the other Russian 
ballet, Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 


under contract, had to get rid of one, 
so he instigated the strike, or at 
least took undue advantage of it, to 
break de Basil's pact, the latter 
claims. Only principal who went 


on strike, de Basil pointed out, was 
Irina Baronova, who is under per- 
sonal contract to Hurok. 
Wages ‘Not Liable’ 

Strikers maintained they walked 
out because the wage they were 
| getting on the, Latin-American tour 
was not a livable one. Corps de 
Ballet had been reduced, for in- 
stance, from the U.S. scale of $180 
a month to somewhere around $100 
a month. De Basil claimed that was 
necessary because Hurok had cut 
the amount he was paying him in 
the U.S., $5,750 a week, to $3,400 a 
week during the tour. Only 65 
people were taken on the S.A. ven- 
ture instead of the 82 used in this 


country. 

Despite the strike, performances 
in Havana went on as _ scheduled 
during the March 20-25 engagement. 
De Basil flew two of the company 
left in New York to Havana, picked 
up some others there and filled out 


the corps de ballet, with principals 
doing double duty. 

De Basil charges that Hurok never 
provided payments for the company 
for the last four Havana perform- 
ances and withdrew the bond guar- 
anteeing return transportation stipu- 
lated in the de Basil-Hurok contract. 

_ AGMA states return bond was never 
posted with it as its jurisdiction 
outside of the U.S. is doubtful be- 
cause pact between producer and 
impresario was negotiated in Au- 
Stralia. 





She Rates a Rest 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Jeanette MacDonald is resting her 
tonsils after recording nine songs 
for ‘Smilin’ Through’ at Metro. 
Frank Borzage, director, is 
paring the dramatic sequences. 


pre- 


- 
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Non-Vaude Theatre's Setback by Grips 
In St. L. May Create Nabe Precedent 








St. Louis, April 15. 

Placing of grippers in most of the 
neighborhood picture houses in 
Maplewood, Mo., and adjacent St. 
Louis county, is foreshadowed in 
capitulation of Bess Schulter, owner- 
operator of the Powhatan, Maple- 
wood, to demands of the Theatrical 
Brotherhood (Local 6) for employ- 
ment of a stagehand. The theatre 
has never presented stage shows. 

Under terms of an agreement 
reached last week, resulting in un- 
padlocking of the Powhatan, 850- 
seater, on Easter Sunday, the stage- 
hand will be engaged at $75 per week 
to do so-called maintenance work. 
When Mrs. Schulter nixed the de- 
mand originally on grounds that a 
stagehand would have nothing to do, 
execs of IATSE local number 243 
pulled out the two union projection- 
ists and the house was shuttered. 

Since Mrs. Schulter is a member 
of a syndicate Gwning and operating 
four other St. Louis nabes, it was de- 
cided not to employ non-union op- 
erators at the Powhatan because of 
the danger of involving the other 
houses in labor strife. The 1,500- 
seat Airdome, adjoining the Pow- 
hatan, is a big money maker, and 
with the open air season about to be- 
gin, Mrs. Schulter reached an agree- 
ment so as not to jeopardize that 
source of revenue. 

‘Maintenance man’ will divide his 
time between the Powhatan and the 
Roxy, another house in the Schul- 
ter chain. The Roxy has never em- 
ployed a stage or ‘maintenance man’ 
before. 

Film row observers opined that 
Mrs. Schulter’s concession from local 
No. 6 adds up to zero. The 
hatan is bracketed by local No. 143 
in the class where it pays projec- 
tionists $80 per week each. It was 
because of this classification ‘that 
Local No. 6 decided to insist upon 
effProvment of a stagehand.” In 
several other St. Louis theatre situ- 
ations stagehands split duties be- 
tween two nabes. 





‘DIRTY ROPE’ SUIT 


Rassler’s $25,000 Claim Vs. U Still 
Hangs 








Universal on April 21 will ask the 
N. Y. supreme court to dismiss a 
somewhat tragic comedy suit against 
it. It is alleged that. the film com- 
pany ‘hanged’ a man witha dirty rope 
and so badly infected him that the 
man sought $25,000 damages. How- 
ever, he has failed to press his 
claim. 

The plaintiff is Boris Demitroff, a 
professional wrestler. The occasion 
was March 26, 1938, in the RCA 
Bldg., New York, in which Universal 
was making a picture, and Demitroff 
was chosen as the willing subject to 
the hanging. 








a 


Marx Bros. | 





—Ht=_—=m ontinued from page 32a 





to go their separate entertainment 





Pow- | 


$5,000,000 SUIT 








Chaplin’s ‘Dictator‘ Claim By K. 
Bercovici 
Charging that Charlie Cheplin 


used his idea and original plot in 
production of ‘The Great Dictator,’ 
Konrad Bercovici, novelist and short 
story writer, filed suit for $5,000,- 
000 damages in N. Y. supreme court 


Monday (14) against Chaplin and | 


United Artists Corp. 

Bercovici claims thet Chaplin 
broke an agreement and misappro- 
priated literary material after it had 
been agreed between Bercovici and 





Chaplin that they would collaborate 


on a series of motion pictures. In| tre owner, will be examined before | 


NLRB Vs. Disney 


Hollywood, April 15. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board is preparing to press 
charges of untair labor practices 
against the Walt Disney studio 
despite further conferences 
which are scheduled for today. 
A score of affidavits have been 
filed with NLRB by the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild and Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors ac- 
cusing Disney of sponsoring a 
company union, 

Board attaches hint that there 
is sufficient evidence on hand to 
warrant proposed action against 
Disney. 


TRENDLE’S PAR SUIT 
IN COURT APRIL 24 


George W. Trendle, former thea- 














yy 


Studios Face Labor Shortage 
As Government Draws Heavily 


For Its Nat'l Defense Work 





Hollywood, April 15. 
With hundreds of film technicians 


already working double shifts, the 


major studios are threatened with a 


serious labor shortage if the workers 
| continue to desert the industry to ec- 


Carothers, Aubrey Blair and other 
Coast tops in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor say the situaton is cer- 


stop and the Government program 
} gets into full swing. 
Carpenters now are at 2 premium. 





his compleint Bercovici alleges that | trial April 24 in N. Y. federal court | Most of the younger ones are work- 


on March 15, 1938, he originated a/in connection with a 


satire on Adolf Hitler and dictator- 


ship, that he proposed that Chaplin | mount Pictures, 


produce a picture based on the sa- 
tire, and that it was agreed that 
Bercovici 
and Chaplin would produce 
film. 

Bercovici further alleges that on | 
April 19, 1938, Chaplin informed him | 
he did not believe it feasible to pro- 
duce the picture for ‘political and 
other reasons.’ 


DRIVE-INS STARTING 
EARLIER THIS YEAR 


Detroit, April 15. | 
” This town’s two drive-in theatres | 
will open earlier than usual this year, 
getting away on April 18. Spring 











has come earlier than usual this year 


| 
| 


in the north and it follows an un- 


usually mild fall last year which 


‘gave the same outdoor picture places | 


six weeks beyond 
season. 

Acéording to Alden Smith, district 
manager, both the theatres will get 
an earlier run on pictures this year | 
since their location beyond the usual 


their usual fall | 


| booking areas has won them a special 


suburbs in the River Rouge-Wyan- 


ways, for a time at least, will mark | 


another phase of their career which 
started when the trio were part of 
the family act in vaudeville as kids 


| 


with their mother and their aunt, 
under the monicker, ‘Six Musical | 
Mascots.’ Later they toured as the 


Four Nightingales, and finally (with 
Zeppo) as the Four Marx Bros. All 
are musicians of note. Harpo got 
his nickname from playing the harp. 


Chico is a_ skillful tickler of the 
ivories Zeppo, now the agent. is 
expert on the saxophone and other 


instruments 


Following a couple of musical 


shows, they came to pictures under 
the Paramount banner in ‘The 
Cocoanuts,’ ‘Animal Crackers,’ ‘Mon- 
key Business,’ ‘Horsefeathers’ and 
‘Duck Soup.’ Then for two years 


they were off the screen. They made 
one for RKO, ‘Room Service.’ For 
Warners they made ‘The King and 
the Chorus Girl’; for Metro, ‘A Day 
at the Races,’ ‘A Day at the Circus’ 
and ‘A Night at the Opera,’ the last 
named having marked a new lease 
of professional life under the late 
Irving Thalberg. With completion 
of ‘Bargain Basement,’ Groucho, 
Chico and Harpo will have made a 
total of 11 pictures since 1932. 

Their last few pictures were pro- 
duced at the rate of about one per 
year, and the time lapse for each is 
said to have had a good deal to do 
with the Marx freres’ decision to call 
a film recess. 


consideration. The Drive-In chain Is | 
expanding here since a third is| 
underway to service the downriver | 


dotte sector. 





Warners Keeping Its 
Talent on the Hop 





Hollywood, April 15. 

All but three of the top names at | 
Warners are busy, either in Bur- 
bank or on loanout, and all but nine 
of the featured thesps 
their salaries. In addition to 
contract roster of 84, the studio is 
using 22 freelancers. 

Vacationers in the top bracket are 
Bette Davis, James Cagney and 
Geraldine Fitzgerald. On loan are 
Olivia de Havilland to Paramount 
and George Brent to Edward Small. | 


Freelancers Spared Clip 


are earning | 
the | 


Sacramento, April 15 


Freelance film actors get a break 
nder Senator Robert W. Kenny's 
bill, passed in the upper house, to 
prevent overpayments to the State 
Unemployment Insurance Fund 

Act provides that the 1 t 
ployes’ contribution to the f i 

have to be paid yn Waves 

excess $3,000 


’ ° 
Arthur’s Racing Yarn 
Hollywood, April 15 

Dirt track auto racing is the back- 

ground of George Arthur's first pro- 

duction for Republic, titled ‘How to 


| Die Young.’ 


| 


Productions is ‘No Greater Sin,’ for- 
imerly titled ‘Kiss of Death,’ slated 


Story, written by Robert Andrews. | 
is about the rugged individualists 
who take chances on hopped-up ja- 
loppies. Shooting starts April 28. | 


UNIVERSITY’S STARTER 
Hollywood, April 15 
First feature by University Film 








for a May 1 start at Fine Arts stu- 


| dio. 


} written by 


William Nigh directs the picture, | 
M. C. Ransone. | 


suit being 
brought by Trendle against Pare- 
Inc., and John H. 
King, formerly known as John H. 
Kunsky. Plaintiff is seeking to break 


operate in Michigen for 50 years. 

On June 22, 
King sold their holdings in Kunsky 
Theatres, the State theatre, Detroit, 
Adams Theatre Corp., and the Madi- 
son Realty Corp. Part of the agree- 


ment was that the plaintiff would not | 


operate within a 150-mile redius of 
Detroit for 50 years. Trendle claims 
that this agreement violates the Con- 
stitution of the U. S. and imposes an 


is joined as a defendant because he 
hes retired permanently from the 
theatre business and refuses te join 
plaintiff as a party in the action. 
King-Trendle Enterprises operates a 
Detroit radio station also. 


Another U Stockhokler 
Would Sue the Company 


Rene B. Meyer, holder of 100 
shares of common stock of Univer- 





1929, Trendle and | 


|ing for the U. S., and many of the 
studios are refusing to dismiss their 
men at the end of a shift for fear 


they will need them a few hours later | 


and will not be able to get a call 


was to develop the idec|a 50-year agreement made in 1929 | filled. Painters elso zre scarce. Few 
the | when he sold out his theatre hold- | machinists, plasterers and property 
| ings to Paramount and agreed not to ,™en are available. 


| While the hourly Government pay 
is lower than in the film industry, 
the men are guaranteed steady em- 
ployment. This means their weekly 

earnings are lerger, and they are 
| permitted to work as much overtime 


'seven days a week. 


| 
| 


cept jobs on defense projects. Frank ' 


tain to become acute when the rains | 


teed $75 per week on government 
jobs. 

Carcothers, secretary of the Motion 
Picture Internationals Committee, 
| has suggested that the Producers put 
all key men on & guaranteed employ- 
;ment plan of so many weeks per 


year. he suvgestion has been ap- 
proved by Blair, Herbem Sorrell, 
business representative of Moving 


| Picture Painters Local 644, and other 
tops of studio unions. Sorrell offered 
| to turn back a 10% pay boost for his 
{men if the companies would guaran- 
tee them 42 weeks’ work per year. 

Even the zctors are beginning to 
| feel the harvest. Thousands of extras 
;are working for the first time in 
more than a year. Freelancers and 
stock players also are being put 
under contract. With many of them 
_ being called into military service, a 
| scramble hes started for the services 
| of the top ones who are exempi from 
| military call 

Although no announcement has yet 
been made, it is generally understood 
| that Howard R. Philbrick will be re- 
| tained as general manager of Central 
Casting Corp. Several producers 


as they desire, and in many instances | were inclined to mzeke a change, but 
Machinists are | others insisted that Philbrick has not 


| being guaranteed a year’s employ- | had sufficient time to show what he 


ment. 


| can do, and that his plans to reorgan- 


H. C. Rohrbach, secretary of Studio | ize the bureau have been tied up by 
unreasonable restraint of trade. King | Utility Employers Local 724, recently unionization of ernployees at Central. 

oe — | experienced difficulty in filling e San | Victor H. Clarke had been mentioned 
| Diego call for 50 hod carriers, who|for the job, but the general belief 


they 


WYLER’S REHEARSAL 
PRE-SHOOTING ‘FOXES’ 


Hollywood, April 15. 








sal, applied to N. Y. supreme court | 
Monday (14) for permission to join 
Samuel I. Posen, Universal director, 
in a stockholder action against the | 
company. Posen claims waste and 
mismanegement and seeks an ac-|! 
counting on $2,000,000 allegedly 
wasted. 

The stockholder claims that by 
allowing the intervention, more di- 
versified suit will be the result. It | 
is pointed out that a stockholder suit | 
can be settled for private gain, and | 
while no implication is suggested that | 
this will be done, it still is a pos- | 
sibility, and plaintiff does not want | 
to risk loss of rights. | 


FRENCH INTO CELLULOID | 








| Jean Renoir Has 20th Interested in | 


De St. Exupery Book 

Antoine de St. Exupery, French 
refugee author, left New York for 
the Coast last week to huddle with 
Jean Renoir, French director, who 
recently joined the 20th-Fox staff, 
on screen treatment of de St. Ex- 
upery’s best seller, ‘Wind, Sand and | 
Stars.” Renoir has interested 20th 

the book and the studio has 


agreed to buy it if Renoir and the 
author can work out a satisfactory 
treatment 


Non-fiction yarn was published 
about 18 months ago. It is ebout 
flying. De St. Exupery and Renoir 
arrived in this intry from France 

e same time, shortly before 
\ as 
Betty a High Flyer 
Hollywood, April 15 

Betty G e gets the co-star spot 
with Tyrone Power in the aviation 
picture, ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’, at 


ently the actress is working in 


JASON’S ‘THREE GALS’ 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Leigh Jason reported at Columbia 
to direct the Joan Blondell starrer, 
‘Three Girls About Town,’ scheduled | 
for an early June start. 
Producer is Sam Bischoff 


GELLER IN N. Y. 


James T. Geller, story editor for | 


a periodic visit. Het Manheirn has 
been installed as N. Y. rep for the | 
story department. 

Geller returns to the Coast the end 
of this week. 


Unique step in Hollywood pro- 


‘duction is being taken this week by 





| 


| were guaranteed $110 per week if | now is that Philbrick will get en- 
wanted to work seven days.| other shot at it when his one-year 
Film laborers also are being guaran- | trial term expires this month. 


A showdown in the AFL drive to 
unionize the Walt Disney Studio is 
expected this week. Tops in AFL 


| were to confer with Gunther Lessing, 


company attorney, today but union 
leaders themselves expressed the 
opinion that Lessing was stalling for 
time. The big fight centers around 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild, which 
claims to represent a majority of the 
700 cartoon workers. Negotizetions 


William Wyler in direction of ‘The | for the Guild are being handled by 


Little Foxes’ for Samuel Goldwyn. 
He is putting the complete cast 
and crew through a full week’s re- 
hearsal of the entire production. He 
hopes in this way to avoid retakes 
and bad scenes resulting from lack 


| 
| 


| 


Herbert Sorrell, Aubrey Blair, Joseph 
Tuohy, of the Teamsters, and George 
E. Bodle, attorney for the SCG. 


Publicists to Meet 
A special membership meeting of 


of understanding of what's expected | the Screen Publicists Guild has been 
| called for tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
j}act on the request of the New York 


of them by players or technicians. 


Show Biz Child Labor 
After 10 OK in Calif. 


Sacramento, April 15. 

Two bills passed by the State As- 
sembly during the past week ease 
ban on kids working in legit, films, 
radio or television shows after 10 
p.m. 

New law allows 
until midnight 
obtained from 
missioner, 








minors to work 
provided permish is 
a State Labor Com- 


Directs ‘Ladies’ 
nlite April 15. 


Charles Vidor drew director 


ore on the film version of the stage 


the 


play, ‘Ladies Retirement,’ to be 
produced by Gilbert Miller and Les- 
ter Cowan at Colum! 
Ida Lupino and I I Ha rd 
beer ] ed fe t yp 


‘Cay’ Gets Bleaching 


Hol] 1, April 15 
‘Dildo Cay’ goes fi brunet to 
blonde in the new shift which spots 
Madeleine Carrol] instead of Dorothy 
| Lamour in the fernme lead. ‘Cay’ 


starts production ahead of its origi- 
nal schedule, while Miss Lamour is 
busy in ‘Aloma of the South Seas.’ 

Stirling Hayden plays the 
lead in ‘Cay,’ with Edward H. Grif- 
fith as producer-director. 


Geese Call Bennett 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Joan Bennett gets the co-starring 


| William Morris, is in New York on/|SPOt with Henry Fonda in ‘Wild 


Geese Calling,’ slated to rol] early 
next month et 20th-Fox with Harry 
Joe Brown producing. 
Picture is based on 
Stewart Edward White 


a novel by 


| 





Guild for support in its drive for 
recognition. The flacks will act also 
on the new national constitution, end 
probably will appoint a committee to 
go to Sacramento to aid other unions 
in fighting State legislation aimed at 


| * 
labor. 


male | 


Negotiations between the Screen 
Writers Guild and the producers and 
the SWG and the Artists 
Menagers Guild will be resumed the 
last of this week. While the pro- 
ducers and the Guilders are still far 
apart On a new contract, the scriven- 
ers are said to be near an agreement 
with the on a franchise code. 
The major difference between the 
two letter groups is over the SWG 
request for appointment of a negotia- 
tor to secure bids on all story ma- 
terial before it is sold 

Studio locals of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes are keeping their ears to the 
ground to get a rumbie on what 


prexy George E. Browne is plenr 


between 


agents 


e east While sever: r 


l } ie 
have asked the International for aid 
¢ ne € ils vith the IT r 
companie a real battle is expected 
f the I itt il atten ts to take 
é nts or meke a contract 

j onsulting the locals them- 
elve The men say they are deter- 
ned to get improved working con- 
ditions, and that they will not be 
itisfied by being tossed a small 


wage increase as was done last year 


when Willie Bioff returned to the 
picture to take charge of negotia- 
tions. 


Bioff has been keeping in the back- 
ground for months, but the general 
feeling here is that he stil! is pulling 
the strings from behind the curtains. 
Several of the local leaders have 
been flirting with the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, apparently 
with the idea of having a place to 
light if the IA International at- 
tempted to recall the autonomy 
granted the locals. Pat Casey, pro- 


ducer labor contact, is now in the 
east, to talk with Browne and inter- 
national heads of the unions the 


| Studio Basic Agreement. 








scutes aA 
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\ THE FOUR INK SPOTS 


(favorite radio and record stars) 
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bY award are WIERE BROTHERS 
X ° : 
} wien 10 yl guts Directed by Archie Mayo 
\ \f AND 5 wich! Associate Producer Kenneth Macgowan 
guts rt GO LAS nie 40 Original Screen Play by Don Ettlinger and 
\ NG : ot A 80 you Edwin Blum, Robert Ellis and Helen Logan 























D> 
























































Wednesday, April 16, 1941 


—— 


VARIETY 





PICTURES 23 











Schenck - Mo 








trying to beat the “rovernment out 
of a nickel. 
‘Not Linked to Gamblers’ 


‘The Government tries to blacken 
the @haracter of Schenck. It sug- 


gests his associates are William Bioff 
and Al Wertheimer, gamblers and 
criminals. I suggest nis real asso- 
ciates are Lord Beaverbrook, Alex- 
ander Korda, and the hundreds of 
outstanding film personalities in this 
country and in Europe. He is a 
good-will ambassador wherever he 
goes. Everybody likes him, and he 
is one of the last of our good spend- 
ers. Let us look at some of the Gov- 
ernment witnesses. Lou Wertheimer, 
for example. Certainly he was as- 
sociated with his brother in a gam- 
bling establishment. But after 1936, 
when Schenck took him in, he de- 
serted his brother and tried to re- 
habilitate himself. 


‘Schenck took him to Europe with 
him and he helped him. Schenck 
liked him where you and I might 
not, and gave him $500 out of his 
own salary to aid him. When 
Schenck and Jay Paley put up over 
$20,000 each to buy stock for Wert- 
heimer, you did not hear Schenck 
squawk when he lost. He tried to 
help a friend make some money. 
How many of you on the jury have 
friends of that sort? Why was 
Wertheimer brought here? Simply 
to follow him with his brother, a 
real professional gambler. What was 
proved? Just that while Schenck 
was away from his home which was 
not even owned by him, the home 


was used for gambling purposes. | 


Wertheimer paid $2,000 for the use 


of the home of which Schenck re- | 


ceived nothing. Yet the Govern- 
ment claims Schenck failed to in- 
clude $2,000 received for the use of 


his home. Why are they doing this? 
Simply to prejudice you. They | 
hope that by so doing they will 


create an atmosphere that will effect 
your judgment. 


‘It is the Government’s failure to 


understand a man like Schenck that | 


caused this suit. They must find a 
sinister purpose in everything, and 
cannot seem to realize a man can do 
favors without an ulterior motive. 


Re: Grace Poggi 


‘Then we have the case of Grace 
Poggi. That was the nastiest of it 
all. They had all the exhibits show- 
ing the money spent on her. No 
objections were raised when they 
were introduced into evidence. Yet 
they needed her to identify these 
exhibits. Nonsense. All they wanted 
again was to prejudice your minds. 
Miss Poggi is now living with her 
husband in Florida. At least I hope 
She is still living there with her 
husband and that he is broadminded 
after all the publicity received. All 
she was used for here was to create 
an atmosphere and to prejudice my 
client in your eyes. It was shown 
that she was married in 1936, and 
after returning Schenck set hez up 
in an apartment for which he spent 
$7,000. The Government cannot 
even be fair enough to show that 
she had been divorced in the in- 
terim. I had to bring that out in 
cross-examination 
bills and each one had Schenck’s 
name on it. Is that the kind of way 
you want to see your Government 
charge a fellow citizen with the 
crime of income tax evasion?’ 

‘Then there is the Martin Mosko- 
witz incident. Surely he owes 
Schenck $20,558 technically. But 
after the stock was sold in 1938 un- 
til the present, Schenck has never 
asked for a penny and never will. 
Why did the Government bring it 


- 
up? To attempt to show falsification 
of books. 

The same is true of the cherge 


that Joe Moskowitz owed Schenck 
$71,457. You have all heard how he 
acted as middle man in the deal be- 
tween William Klein (Shuberts’ at- 
torney) and Schenck. The Govern- 
ment knew it too, but it had to have 
Some false entries and not possess- 
ing any legitimate ones concocted 
these es false entries. What a sub- 
Stitute for fraud in a criminal case 
against a decent citizen! 

‘The Government does not seem to 
realize ‘that in attempting to prove 
falsity of entries it is strengthening 
the defense by proving Schenck is a 
8enerous big man. How many of 


you in the jury have friends who | 
would do for you what Schenck did | 
There is nothing | 


for his friends? 
Criminal about a man. trying to re- 


duce his tax to the lowest figure he | 
Schenck | 


can legitimately secure. 
never cared about money and if he 
had spent more time trying to reduce 


skowitz Trial 


Continued from page 4 


They had all the | 











; his income he probably would not be 
here today. 

‘Take a look at the cuts the Gov- 
ernment made in donations. In 1935 
it was $400 because there were no 
vouchers for gifts to Eddie Cantor’s 
‘Boys Camp and the Will Rogers 
Memorial fund. The Government ap- 
parently never heard of cash pay- 
ments. And only God knows how 
much money Schenck spent on pe 
sonal gifts and donations to friends 
and the needy. These are not de- 
ductable and cennot be shown but 
are tremendous, 

‘Take a look at the testimony of 
Harpo Marx. He needed money to 
pay off a bet and Schenck told him 
not to worry and gave him $3,000. 
It is unthinkable that a man like that 
could stoop to cheat the Government 
out of anything. 

‘Bioff No Crinmial in 1937’ 

‘Bioff was not a proven criminal 
in 1937, but a labor leader, and the 
| $100,000 involved in this transaction 
| were gambling gains. Since Schenck 
‘lost $170,000 during the year his 
| losses exceeded the gains, and no 
| tax need be paid. 
| ‘The Government can find some- 
thing in any man’s record that is 
not lily white if it so desires. I’m 
not claiming Schenck was as clean 
as driven snow. But I do claim he 
| was as fair and decent as the ma- 
jority of citizens and better than 
|;most. This is not a question of law- 
yers. I don’t have to go to jail. The 
Government itself condoned the 
methods of accounting used by Mos- 
kowitz for years.. This was an 
action that should have been fought 
out in the civil courts, not the crimi- 
nal. Schenck had a right to deduc- 
tions and an amicable settlement 
could and should have been ar- 
|ranged; but instead, a criminal suit 
| was started. Put yourselves in the 
isame position if you deduct any- 
thing, and see how you would feel 
if the Government claims you are a 
criminal. The last persons in the 
world who should complain are the 
Government, since Correa himself 
estimated 50% deductions in certain 
cases. 
| ‘If I asked him why he took 50% 
instead of 60% he couldn’t tell me. 
| ‘These men have lived right. Give 
| them the benefit of every reasonable 
|doubt. Make some allowances for 
‘man-made errors. Take into con- 
sideration all the good things they 
have done as shown by the evidence 
in this case. Two men's fates rest 
in your hands. I ask you to do the 
right thing by the Government and 
by these men. I know that if you 
send them lack to their friends, 
| their businesses and their families 
you will know you have done noth- 
ing wrong. *I don’t want sympathy 
or compassion, but I want you to 
feel when you look at yourself in the 
mirror the day after you have made 
your decision that you have done 
nothing wrong. You cannot convict 
men on such flimsy and insufficient 
evidence.’ 

Today 





| 


| 


(Wednesday) Correa will 
make his summary, and Judge 
Grover Moscowitz is expected to 
charge the jury, and the case will go 
to the jury by nightfall. 
Trial Ended Monday 
Trial came to an end Monday (14) 





| to reflect a $71,457 indebtedness to | 


| 


| was 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| record a denial by John Sullivan, 
| Assistant Secretcry of the Treasury, | 


! 


when Correa, after calling one re-, 


buttal witness, Maria 
whose testimony 
mer revenue agent, Harry Kadis, 
rested his case. The defense, which 


had rested Thursday (10), made no 


Conlogue, 


attempt to cross-examine the wit- 
ness. 
The last week of the trial had been 


featured by an explosion 
presiding Judge Grover Moscowitz 
and defense counsel Corbin, the re- 
sult of which was a demand for a 
mis-trial on the part of Corbin, and a 
later withdrawal of this demand, and 
the failure of Corbin to place his 
star witness, Schenck, on the stand. 
It had been assumed that Schenck 
would occupy the stand for more 
than a week, but it was learned that 
while some of the defense counsel 


concerned a for-| 


between | 


believed Schenck’s testimony would | 


clinch the dismissal of the case for 
the executive, others felt that so lit- 
tle of the Government charges had 
been proven that it would be fool- 
| hardy to risk Schenck to the blasting 
| of the Government counsel. 

Testimony by Moskowitz had ab- 
solved Schenck of all blame in any 
of the transactions regarding his in- 
come tax, and Moskowitz had taken 
all responsibility on his own 
shoulders. Because of the very favor- 
able impression created by Mosko- 
witz on the stand, it was decided to 
| leave well enough alone. 


(9), when Moskowitz explained the 
which caused his books 


transaction 





|not deducted from his income 


Schenck. This was the result of | 
Moskowitz's acting as middle man in | 
a deal between William Klein, New | 
York, attorney, and Schenck, in 
which Moskowitz allowed shares of 
stock to be placed in his name. Ie 
never actually owed Schenck a cent. 
Sharp Words 

Following Moskowitz to the stand | 
was Robert T. Kane, former head of | 
20th Century-Fox in England, and | 
now a producer on the Coast. It was | 








while Kane was testifying on the| body’ (WB). 


business trips Schenck took to Lon- 
don and Paris in 1936-37 that the 
explosion occured. The witness was 
asked a question by Corbin and 
started to give a detailed explana- 
tion. The Judge interrupted, ‘An- 
swer responsively,’ pointing his 
finger at the started witness. Im- 
mediately Corbin objected to the 
‘tone of anger in Your Honor’s voice.’ 

Judge Moscowitz then flew off the 
handle. ‘That is enough Mr. Corbin. 
I don’t want you to be putting on an 
act as you have been doing through- 
out this trial.’ 

The enraged attorney shouting 
above the court’s rulings demanded 
a mistrial. ‘My motion is based not 
only on what Your Honor said, but 
the marner in which you said it,’ he 
declared. ‘I’m not the only one here. 
My clients are here to be represented 
and I’m going to do it.” Judge 
Moscowitz denied the application. 
The following day Corbin withdrew 
his application, and stated he was 
sorry for the outburst. 

Kane declared that Schenck spent 
over $600 daily while in England on 
entertainment. He worked every 
waking moment, and during his two 
weeks there in 1936 he organized 
20th Century-Fox Froductions. Ltd., 
he addr---ed sales meetings, en- 
gaged studio snace from Alevsnder 
Korda, arranged for the production 
of eight pictures yearly by 20th-Fox 
in England. and signed A~»~abelle, 
Gracie Fields, Elisabet’ Bergner, 
Robert Donat, Jessie Matthews and 
George Sanders. 

Kane pointed out that Schenck 
spent $5.000 flying to London to try | 
to get Dick Merrill and Harry Rich- | 
man for his company, but failed. | 
20th-Fox reimbursed Schenck, who 
refunded the money, not wanting to 
charge his company for something he 
had failed to do. This $5,000 was | 
tax 
return. 

Maurice A. Fink, accountant, also 
on the stand testifying that | 
using his figures, instead of the Gov- 
ernment’s, Schenck was owed 
$29,546, in addition to the $55,442 al- 


ready claimed for refunds during | 
1937. | 
Before the defense rested on 


Thursday (10), Corbin placed on the 


of the right to examine Leonard F. | 
Mulligan, U. S. revenue agent. Mul- | 
ligan’s testimony had been sought on 
the returns, as he had been one of 


the examiners. 


Pathe’s Rousseau Walks 


Hollywood, April 15 

Louise Rousseau, director 
Pathe’s ‘Picture People’ shorts series, 
resigned, effective May 1. 

Resignation follows that of Frank 
Donovan, who pulled out a week 
earlier as head of the Pathe newsreel 
and shorts departments. 


of 

















LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 11) 


churches the Sunday prior to the 
opening. 
Estimates for the Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(llth wk). Cartoon opus bounced | 


back for the Easter holiday, and it 
looks like big $11,800 currently after 


tenth stanza finished with $10,000 
very good. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 


30-44-55-75)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M- 
G) and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G). Not as 
big as anticipated. Just fair $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA), big $15,- | 
100. about $600 more than looked for. | 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
|—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB). Good $12,500. Last 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
j 


week, ‘Doe’ (WB), on fourth stanza 
surprised with close to $7,500, plenty 


good. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (1,800; 30- | 
44-55)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (4th 
wk). Continues to hold firm, and 


another $5,000 should be this week’s 
answer. Last week, in spite of Holy | 
Week, very good $5,800. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44)—‘Em- | 
peror Jones’ (Levinson) and ‘Break 
the News’ (Tri-Films). Combination 
of Paul Robeson and Maurice Che- 
valier providing something different | 


Actually all testimony taken dur-|¢o- this boulevard house, and it’s | 
ing the week transpired Wednesday | showing a new 


lease on life. Gar- 
nering very big $5,000. Last week 
‘Conv RKO) and ‘Vivacious Lady 


New Jukebox Selector Synes 


Tune with the Cinematic Action 





(RKO) (2d wk), hit around 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Great No- 
Good $11,500 in store. | 


$2,400, | 


| 


| Last week, ‘Doe’ (WB), fourth-final | 


| stanza wound up with close to $7,000, | 


| week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 





| Mask’ 


| to summer levels. 


| 500, 


very good. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Back in Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Youth 
Served’ (20th), with Bowes ‘Spring 
Jubilee’ unit on stage. Headed for 


good $11,500. Last week, second runs. | 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— | 


‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) 
Chance’ (Col). Looks like big $13,- 
and holds. Last week, ‘Nice 
Girl’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO), okay $6,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 


and ‘Lone Wolf 


75)—‘Power Dive’ (Par) and Kay| 


Kyser orchestra. Should hit terrific 


$42,000, beating his former record by | 


close to $3,000. Last week, ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par) and Duke Ellington 
band, excellent $20,000 on nine-day 


run, 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Chance’ (Col). Big $13,000, and holds. 
Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO), excellent 
$7,800. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Free Easy’ (M-G). Fair $13,800 in 
sight, not big, but satisfactory. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA), hot $18,800. 


+ 


Hollywood, April 15. 

New type of film projector attache 
ment, to be used with coin-in-thee 
slot machines in bars and other 
amusement places, goes into produc- 
tion within the next 60 days under 
the incorporated name of Pic-A- 
Tune, which was chartered in Sacra- 
mento with an authorized capital 
stock of $1,000,000. 

Device, invented and patented by 
Dwain Esper,, will permit the pro- 
jection of visual entertainment in 
synchronization with music from 
;records in the regular automatic 
|phonographs. New attachment will 
| be put on the market at about $200, 
with the films, made by the same 
company, sold outright at $6 for a 
reel of six subjects. 

Directors of the corporation are 
| registered as Jack L. Rau, William 
R.. Bloom, Bernard A. Neches, 
| Evelynne Fox and Helen Goldring. 

Juke Slugs 
Washington, April 15. 

Special slugs for patrons of nickel 
jukeboxes and vending machines 
have given the U. S. Secret Service 
one of its worst headaches over 
counterfeiting, according to Chief 





Frank J. Wilson. The biggest of- 
fenders make no attempt to decorate 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; | their nickels with buffaloes, Indian 


30-44-55) —‘Dictator’ (UA). 
excellent $6200 on moveover. 


Inspiration’ (M-G), 
$2,909. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA). Should grab okay 
$7,500 on continued first run. Last 


just ordinary 


Inspiration’ (M-G), just fair $3,200. 





Hitting | heads, 





OMAHA 





(Continued from page 8) 


Heaven’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon Three’ 
(WB). Okay $1,100. Last week, ‘Li’] 


| Abner’ (RKO), first run, and ‘Santa 


Fe’ with ‘Face Behind 
Bay’ (20th) 


(Par), a pretty 


(WB), split 
(Co)}), ‘Hudson’s 
and ‘Earl Carroll’s’ 
fair $1,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Bury Me Not’ (WB). ‘Villain Pur- | 
sued’ (RKO) and ‘Black Parrot’ (U), 
triple, split with ‘Return Wild Bill’) 
(Col), ‘Always Bride’ (WB), ‘White 


Eagle,’ serial (Col), and ‘Outlaws 
Panhandle’ (Col), ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col), ‘Give Us Wings’ (VU). 


Pretty fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Along 
Rio Grande’ (RKO), ‘Escape Glory’ | 
(Col), ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (UV), triple, 
split with ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), | 
‘Capt. Caution’ (UA), ‘Arise Love’ 
(Par), and ‘Heroes Range’ (Col), 
‘Street Memories’ (20th), good $1.200. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950: 600; 300; 25) — ‘Philadel- 
ohia’ (M-G), single feature, split with 
‘Vigilantes’ (U), ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) 
and ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB). Live- 


lv $1,000. Last week, ‘Li’l Abner’ 
(RKO) and ‘Santa Fe’ (WB), split 
with ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U), 


‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Ear] Car- 
roll’s’ (Par), ditto. 


SEATTLE | 


(Continued from page 9) 


Abner’ (RKO), plus Baer-Nova fight. | 
Newspaper campaign aiding toward | 
that can 


good $5,000. Last week ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue) and ‘Con- | 
voy’ (RKO) return’ engagement, 


| swell $4,700. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(850: 30-40-50)—‘Eve’ (Par) and | 


‘Melody Three’ (RKO) moved from 


Paramount for third week. Poor 


$2,000 in store. Last week (40-50-65), 
‘Doe’ 
nered big $2,900. 


(WB) (4th wk in 4own), gar- 


Date’ (U) (2d wk, nine days), grand 
enough at $6,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), plus vaude. Big 
advance campaign, also 24@heeters 
around countryside. Prices hacked 
Good $5,000. Last 
week ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep), plus 


| vaude, $4,400, slow. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Night in Rio’ 
(20th) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th). 


Great $8,800. Last week ‘Eve’ (Par) 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.600: 30-40-50)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) | 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), good $6,- 
000, but below expectations. Last 
week ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Double 


| will 


or Thomas Jeffersons, but 


Last; simply cut slugs the size and thick- 
week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde | 


ness of nickels to sell to dealers who 
resell them to jukebox addicts. U. S. 
courts have recently ruled that these 
slugs are ‘to al] intents and purposes 
counterfeit coins,’ Chief Wilson 
warned. 

Some extent of the traffic in the 
undecorated coins and the fancier 
varieties of counterfeit nickels can 


|be estimated from the fact that the 


U. S. mint, in 1940, utilized 358 tons 
of nickel in the production of 259,- 
729,159 new 5c pieces of the McCoy 
variety 
Wisconsin’s Yen 
Madison, April 15. 


Tax-eaters are after the jukee 


| boxes with a vengeance, and through 


new bills intreduced in the Wiscone- 
sin legislature it is hoped to raise 
$7,000,000 new annual revenue. 
Assemblyman Charles W. Fowell, 
Jr., of Viroqua, has introduced one 


bill to tax every music box and 
similar machine, as well as every 
pinball machine one-fourth of its 


gross income. Also, each music box 
or amusement (jukepix) machine op- 
erator would pay a $10 annual li- 
cense fee, and each pinball machine 
owner $1. Machine owners would 
be required to file $5,000 bonds with 
the state treasurer, and penalties for 
law violations would be fines of from 
$50 to $500, or a jail term up to 90 
days, or both. There are estimated 
to be 20.000 music boxes in the state 
and 35,000 other machines. 

Assemblyman Fehlhaber, of Wau- 
sau, also introduced another measure 
to tax coin machines not used solely 
for merchandise at $25 a year. 

New Buffalo Outfit 

New type of juke film device—one 
be added to any ordinary 
coin phonograph to convert into 
a see-box—is being manufactured by 
a recently-organized Buffalo outfit. 
Film in the machine, which is placed 
on top of the music box, doesn’t 
necessarily tie up directly with the 
dise played, but simultan 
news or other 

Firm manufacturing the 
Picturettes, Inc., of which 
Chesbro is prez; Car} 
sec-treas, and Joseph Anzalone, 
v.p. Morton J. Smith, engineering 
director, perfected the new 

Picturettes is also offering three 
regular type film jukers. All types 
be sold to operators directly, 


it 
AL 


being e- 
pictures. 
gadget is 
J. Mason 
Silverstein, 


ously shows 


a 


J 


machine. 


| without franchises or tieups of any 


| 


and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) (2d wk), | 


$3,900, fair. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—Sea Wolf’ (WB) (3d wk) 
moved over from the Orpheum. 


| Looking for very forte $3,600. Last 


week (21-35), ‘Virginia’ (Par) and 
\“Tall, Dark’ (20th) (2d run), mild 
$1,800. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Nanette’ 
(RKO) (2d run). Big $2,500. Last 
week ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Frisco Docks’ (U) (2d run), swell 
$2,400. 


kind, according to Chesbro. 





Juke Tax Bill Kayoed 
Boston, April 15. 
A bill to license all slot machines 
at $25 each was defeated in the 
Massachusetts state senate last week. 
Measure would have hit jukebox 
operators, since it exempted ma- 
chines vending merchandise. 
Bobby North on Ice 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Republic assigned Robert North as 
producer on ‘Icecapades of 1941,’ 
slated for summer production. 
Ice troupe opens at the Pan-Pacific 
auditorium Friday (18) and appears 


later in the picture 
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Paramount Presents “ie 


RICHARD ARLEN and JEAN PARKER 


‘POWER DIVE 


with 


Helen Mack - Roger Pryor - Don Castle - Cliff Edwards - Billy Lee 


Directed by JAMES HOGAN © Screen Play by Moxwell Shane 
and. Howard: Chufchilt ‘ Based on a Story by Paut Franklin 


50° 

















Weduesday, April 16, 1941 


—_—_— 





RIETY 


PICTURES 25 


























procession, 
with three already in the vaults. 
United Artists, Metro and Warners 
each have at least one feature fin- 
ished for the new program, and the 
possibility looms that several of the 


other producer-distributors will de- | 


cide well in advance of the closing 
of the current year to advance some 
of their output for the new slate 
Paramount ind Warners each has 
six tilms in work for '41-42 and Uni- 
versal and RKO have two each, 
with 20th-Fox having one picture 
shooting for the forthcoming season, 
Indies’ Output 


Columbia still has 15 to go and 








1940-41 Prod. Windup | 


with Paramount second : 





Government decree are going ahead 
_with block sales of their entire sea- 
son’s product. Universal's 
has been placed at 61 and Columbia 
figures on at least 48 features and 
the customary 16 westerns. 

United Artists, also apart from the 
consent decree, has reduced its 
promise of 22 pictures to 17, already 

_released. 








Mpls. Continues 


As Closed Town; 


Republic 14 on the current year’s 
output. Monogram trails with 12) 


still to make to fulfill requirements. | 


Paramount has three features still to 
film and the same applies to RKO. 
Universal, with seven to go, com- 
pleies the list. Studios with clean 
slates for 1940-41 are 20th-Fox, 
United Artists and Warners. 

Among the known 
already completed at the several 
studios is Metro’s ‘Dr. Jekyl and 
Mr. Hyde.’ Paramount has ‘Skylark, 
‘New York Town’ and ‘The Night of 
January lvih’ already in the cans, 
and is presently filming ‘Hold Back 
the Dawn.’ ‘The Great Man's Lady,’ 
‘Nothing But the Truth,’ ‘World 
Premiere,’ ‘Buy Me That Town,’ and 
the Max Fleischer cartoon feature, 
‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town,’ for the new 
program. 

At RKO new. season’s pictures 
filming are ‘Before the Fact’ and 
‘Parachute Battalion.’ In the RKO 
summary it must be noted that ‘Citi- 
zen Kane,’ shortly to be released, is 
being sold apart from the regular 
season's output. In addition, com- 
pany released a reissue of ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ on the current year and is also 


bringing back the Frank Buck opus, 


‘Bring ’Em Back Alive.’ 
Completed ’41-'42 Pix 

Completed pictures for °'41-'42 at 
Universal are ‘Sing Another Chorus.’ 
‘Hello Sucker,’ ‘Oh, Charlie.” and 
‘Unfinished Business.’ Presently 
filming for the new program are 
‘Halfway to Shanghai,’ ‘Beyond the 
Law,’ and ‘Rhapsody in Stripes.’ 

United Artists has wound up its 
current season with the sole excep- 
tion of releasing the Hal Roach pro- 
duction, ‘Broadway Limited.’ Pre- 
paring for next season, with early 
Starting dates already set, are: 

Ernst Lubitsch (untitled) to start 
within 30 days; ‘Strange Victory,’ a 
Sol Lesser picture; ‘Night 
can Brothers,’ 
duction; ‘Illusions, an Alexander 
Korda picture, to go in about three 
weeks; ‘G-Men vs. Scotland Yard’ 
(tentative title), another Edward 
Small picture, slated to start filming 
in a couple of weeks; ‘Jungle Book,’ 


another Korda film, scheduled to hit | 


the cameras during the next 30 to 60 
days, and ‘Sundown,’ which Walter 
Wanger will produce, scheduled to 
start filming some time in May. 

In addition to 30 already released 
this season, Metro has set national 
release dates up to June 6, with a 
total of eight films to be issued dur- 
ing that period. These include ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl, ‘People vs. Dr. Kildare 
‘Love Crazy,’ ‘Washington Melo- 
drama, ‘A Woman's Face, ‘The 
Enemy Within,’ ‘Billy the Kid’ and 
Tll Wait For You, 

. Of these, on which 
veen set, two are nearly com- 
pleted, while a total of five are in 
production awaiting dates. Under 
its contract, Metro is obligated to de- 
‘iver a minimum of 44 and a maxi- 
mum of 52. It will deliver the mini- 
mum of 44, which means, according 
to releases set, it still has only six to 


release has 


509 for release after June 6. 
aeeeon of whether the com- 
Pany will deliver more than the 


minimum ‘canivact requirement of 44 
depends on production progress, 
which, being well advanced, may 
mean delivery of more than the 44, 
although with a view to getting 

blocks-of- five ready at the earliest 

Possible date anything over the 44 
are likely to go over onto the 1941-42 
program. 

Three Blocks? 


Some of the principal producers, 
particularly those bound under the 
Consent decree, hope to have up to 
15 features completed when the new 
selling program starts, in order that 
at least three blocks of five, if it is 
determined to sell in this manner, 
can be offered. Others hope to have 
it least several packages of five 
‘eady. 

On the other hand, such producer- 
istributors as Coltmbia and Uni- 
ersal which are not bound by the 


*41-42 features 


Music,’ | 
which Loew-Lewin will film; ‘Corsi- | 
an Edward Small pro- 


—-—- 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Minnezpolis continues a_ closed 
town as far as new theatre construc- 
tion is concerned. Reaffirming its 
policy of prohibiting any more show- 
houses here, the city council voted 
against issuance of a permit for one 
of the neighborhood districts. The 
matter came before the body on a 
minority report from the _ license 


committee which had recommended | 


that the permit not be granted. 

For the past six years no license 
hes been granted by the city council 
for the building of a new theatre. 
There have been several hard but 
losing fights to obtain such li- 
censes and if the bars were let down 
it is indicated that fully a dozen 
would be sought. 

In taking its stand against more 
theatres, the council has heeded the 
contention of the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Pzramount) and independent 
exhibitors that the town already is 
considerably overseated and further 
theatre building would jeopardize 
present investments. 


New Havana Theatre Opens 
Havana, April 15. 
theatre has been 
Modernistic theatre 
of $350,000. ‘All 
(WB) was 


The America 
opened here 
represents outlay 
This, and Heaven Too’ 
opening picture. 


Preem was for the benefit of a 
Cuban orphans’ home. Valiaza, 


owner, also operates the Rialto and 
Payret, second-run houses, and for- 
merly ran the smart Radio-Cine 


Blank-Green’s 1,060-Seater 
Omzcha, April 15. 
Ralph Blank and Walter Green, 
building the new Admiral theatre, 
start work April 22. Will seat 1,000. 


Pickwick and Greenwich 
(Conn.) Anti-Trust Suit 


New Haven, April 15. 
Papers filed in U. S. District Court 
here by Prefect Theatres, Inc., Fair- 
field Holding Corp. end Grenfield, 
Inc., all of Greenwich, Conn., charge 
eight major film corporations with 


conspiring to monopolize and restral 


interstate commerce In connection 


with film distribution in New York 
and Connecticut, specifically in the 
vicinity of Greenv Amount in- 


volved is approximately $5,500,000, 


this figure representing triple dam- 
ages asked by plaintiffs on losses 
totaling $1,800,000 over a period ex- 

nding back to 1933, during which 
time pleintiffs claim defendants con- 
spired to ruin business of Prefect 
Theatres and cause withdrawal as 
ndependent exhibitors through the 
P ky i 1 Gre of 
Ureenwici 

Defendants named are 20th-Fox 
Loew’s, RKO, Vitagraph, Paramount, 
Universal, C¢ nbia, Unite 4 ts 
Monog 1 Retr t e €! 
tioned also are ni amed as de 
fendants as the compl. State 
they were ‘persuaded and coerced t 
refuse to license films to the plain- 
tiffs except subject to clearance anc 
protection for Port Chester, N. Y.’ 


Prefect claim is that Pickwick 
theatre hed no clearance difficulties 
when house was operated by RKO 
up to 1933 but from that year on, 
when Prefect took over, it has been 


+ &) 


impossible to get films except on i- 


davs’ clearance for nearby Port 
Chester. This has meant a 40-120- 
day gap _ regard to pix shown In 
Stamfo also close by. Prefect 
claims this setup Was stituted by 


order to acquire @ 
‘h by forcing 


defendants 
monopoly in Greenwik 
Prefect out of business. 

Pickwick was built in 1928-29 by 
indie group at approximate cost of 
$1,000,000. 


output | 
|opinion as to the 


Bldg. Elsewhere 


In Case You Didn’t Know, 
Court Defines a ‘Stooge’ 


Boston, April 15. 

In reviewing the case of James 
Curran versus Dorchester Theatre 
Co., the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts has handed down an 
definition of 
the ‘stooge.’ 

Case involved ejection of a 15- 
year-old patron by a substitute usher 
who was not on the payroll, but was 
reimbursed with passes for sundry 
chores around a theatre. The Su- 
preme Court found in the testi- 
mony of a member of the theatre 
management that a ‘stooge’ was a 
boy ‘that assisted in getting out cir- 
culars, window cards and any little 
job that they might do around there 
—that there comes a time when vari 
ous one of the employees needs one 
of these stooges to do some little 
job out there (in the we sige — 
that they call these stooges 
them.’ 


The court sustained the decision 
of the lower court to award James 
Curran, the ejected patron, $5,000 
for damages sustained when his arm 
was shoved through a glass door by 
a ‘stooge.’ 


[A.R. WYLIE'S 
RKO PIC IDEA 


Deal has been set by RKO with 
author I. A. R. Wylie to do a script | 
from an idez she suggested to Collier 
Young, RKO’s Coast story editor, 
while he was in the cast recently. | 
Agent Car) Brendt has gone to 
Hollywood to set final details and 
will be followed by Miss Wylie on 
a four-week ticket. Yarn is a mod- 
ern American love story. Contract 
provides that if the author later 
works it out into a book and it is 
published, she gets an additional 
fee. 

Eric Knight’s new novel, ‘This 
Above All,’ is commanding prime et- 
tention currently from story depart- 
ments and appears a likely sale at 
a top price shortly. Agent Alan 
Collins mae reportedly already nixed 
a | ovens offer, holding out for a deal 

which price will be based on 
nennes of copies sold. Book, a love 
story leid amidst bombings and war 
in present-day England, had a 40,- 
000 advance sale, considered tre- 
mendous by bookseller’s without a 
great deal of advertising. It’s ex- 
pected to head the best-seller lists at 
the end of this week. 

Number of studios, particularly | 
20th-Fox, ere interested in ‘Junior 
Miss’ by Sally Benson, which will be 
published by Random House Iate in 
May. A compilation of sketches from 
the New Yorker, it has been selected 
as the Book-of-the-Month for June. 
Bennett Cerf, Random House head, 
who is also acting as agent in the 
film sales, is asking $50,000. 





More Buys 
Hollywood, April 15. 
RKO bought ‘Powder Town,’ a 
story of munitions, by Vicki Baum. 
20th-Fox purchased ‘Detour to 
Love,’ by Helen Vreeland and Eve 
3enedict 
RKO acquired screen rights to a 
nove] to be written by I.A.R. Wylie. 
Jack Lait. Jr., sold his yarn, ‘Cav- 
ar for Two,’ to Universal. 
‘Take a Letter, 
Beck. bought by Paramount. 
Warners bought the Clements Rip- 


ley novel, ‘Mississippi Belle.’ 
Warners bought Clements Ripley 
novel, ‘Mississippi Belle 


Joe] Malone sold his radio script, 
hanged Identity.’ to Metro 


S M. Wurtzel bought ‘Hearses 
D t Hurry.’ by Stephen Ransome 
for future production at 20th-Fox 


Geo. Walsh Takes Over 
RKO Yorktown in N.Y.C. 


A major operator of theatres with 
I in nt for 20 years, George 
Walsh, who recently resigned from 
he company to confine himself to 
interests, including real 
estate properties, has closed a deal 
W th RKO for the acquisition of the 
Yorktown, N. Y., which merks his 


s personal 


entrance into the eastern fleld as an 
independent hibitor. 
Walsh takes possession of the 


Yorktown, an upper west side (Man- 
hattan) house, tomorrow (Thurs.) 
The same policy of double bills will 

ied for the present at least, 
he states. 

The theatre was formerly in the 
chain of the late Lee Ochs who 
formed e2 50-50 partnership with 
RKO over this house and others some 
years ago, with RKO operating. 


Darling,’ by George 


Pitt Would Drop Banko If Cops 
Also Clamp Down on Pa.’s Bingo 


Pittsburgh, April 15 

Pittsburgh theatre men, 
off the record, say 
happy to drop banko 
away lotteries if 


can meet this is with a cash lure of 
speaking, their own 

they'll be very Recently Better Business Bureau 
and other give- appealed to theatres to drop Bank 
authorities clamp! Night of their own volition, pointing 
down, too, on bingo games that are’ out that it was not only illegal but 
thriving in every Western Pennsyl-! also poor merchandising, and short 
Vania community under different dis-! time after that. Kiwanis Club in- 
guises. Operators consider this seri- | dorsed BBB plea and also called 
ous competition, pointing out that!) upon pix owners to eliminate prac- 


Toronto, April 15. 

On charges that the film ‘cheap- 
ens the ideals of marriage,’ Christian 
Social Council of Canada has for- 
mally protested showing in this 
|country of ‘This Thing Called Love’! locally. 
(Col) but O. J. Silverthorn, chair- | . — 
man of the Board of Censors, denies | 
pe soe improper and will take no 


bingo games in certain fairly large| tice 
towns draw as many as 5,000 people! So far, theatres have ignored both 
nightly, and claim the only way they! appeals. answering BBB indirectly 
at the root of the evil, which they 
claim are the variously-sponsored 
bingo oe 
Vil t molestation Cir- 
DESPITE CHURCH BEEF cuit can indi e exhibs have suggested 
to Better Business Bureau that if it 
can eliminate this first, they would 
but not until then. 
Banko, bingo, etc., is a Federal 
violation but so far the Government 


| by sugeesting that organization get 
ONTARIO OKAYS ‘LOVE’ 
likewise illegal but 
running ithout 
| 
! 
| be willing to lend a sympathetic ear 
| 
| 
| 
| hands-off 


has maintained a policy 


Rules Banko a Lottery in N. Y. 
An important ruling terming ‘bank 


tion, the churchmen were told. night’ a lottery was handed down 
ev, J. R. Mutchmor, president of | by Judge Edward A. Conger in 
the Council and spokesman for the} N. Y federal court Wednesday (9) 


delegation, criticized the ‘new Holly- | 
| wood technique’ whereby a couple | 
by = eee in ary hat caer | Games Co., against Abraham Schrei- 

.o- = yee ney US | ber, doing business as Premium Pro- 


for the rest of the reels. nage ner ae ; a 

Cansee Giicestnern retorted teak fporeael Co. Plaintiff's action was dis 
'he had seen the film, that this was missed by the court. 

Plaintiff has a game called ‘banko’ 

| in which it uses cards and sells this 


. game to_ theatres. Defendant's 
that it was playing to holdover busi- game is allegedly an exact copy, 


ness in the U. 5. and Canada, that | called ‘Bango,’ plaintiff seeking an 


in connection with a suit by Louis 
| Kessler, doing business as Novelty 








regarding ‘This Thing Called Love,’ 








ported — Seen cade a — | injunction, accounting of profits and 
> ee censor | damages. 

ee ee ee that the games were similar but that 

$50, 000 Virginia Fire the games constituted a lottery and 

tendance. While the mere selling of 

the games to theatres might not con- 

Loss of $50.000 resulted from blaze| there is no question as to the use 

that destroyed the Zephyr at Abing-/ they are being put to. The fact that 

marched to safety. Louis E. Strome, | theatre can play by registering does 

manager of an adjoining store, re-| not change the situation as this is 

thy Dennison, cashier, to escape. | are a lottery no relief in equity can 

Theatre is owned by Lincoln In-| be granted and the complaint is dis- 


ship provinee in Ontario. Judge Conger’s ruling declared 

were used to bolster theatre at- 

Lynchburg, April 15. | stitute a crime, declared the court, 

don, Va. Patrons in the house were| those persons in the lobby of the 

ceived minor burns in aiding Doro-| just a subterfuge. Since the games 
terests. | missed. 
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Starts Thur., Apr. 17 
Bar bare Henry 
Stanwyck Fonda 
“THE LADY EVE" 


2ND WEEK 
“ROAD TO In Person 
ZANZIBAR” | Benny 


Last Times Wed. 
CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


“THE GREAT | — 
DICTATOR” 


"CR GOODMAN 


& HIS NEW ORCP 


GIL LAMB 


In Person 
Clyde MeCOY & Oreh. 


sims & BAILEY 
DEAN MURPHY 


BING CROSBY 
BOB HOPE 
Dorothy LAMOUR 
4 ParamountPicture 

Midnite Screen Shows 


JOE €. LEwis 
PEGGY FEARS 


| 
In Person | 
| 
1 








Held Over ! 
Second 
Smash Week 


arr MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“THAT HAMILTON 
WOMAN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Spencer Mickey 
TRACY ROONEY 


§ “Men of Boys Town’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





RKO PALACE '::.:} ‘orm st 


DEANNA DURBIN 


“NICE GIRL?” 
with FRANCHOT TONE 


na 


“DEAD MEN TELL” 
with SIDNEY TOLER 



















The FRANK CAPRA Prod. 
Starring GARY COOPER 

BARBARA STANWYCK 
in ‘MEET JOHN DO 
RIVOLI THEATRE and th St. 





















2ND WEEK 
BETTE DAVIS in 
“THE GREAT LIE” 
A New Warner Bros. Hit with 


George BRENT @ Mary ASTOR 


—In Person— 
JIMMY DORSEY 4420's! roe 


and His Orche. tra Buddy Schutz 


8 _ R A N D Broapway 


AND 47th STREET 


* a 
WALT DISNEY’S —— 4 
=\; FANTASIA, 
ris StoKOwsHt castes] | 
BROADWAY 23.2: 33303 | 

——" 
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Col.’s Regular Divvy 

Columbia Pictures maintained its 
usual $2.75 annual rate on the pre- 
ferred shares last week by declaring 
the cystomary 68%c. per share on 
| the convertible preferred. 

Divvy is payable May 15 to stock- 
|holders of record, May 1. 






THEATRE 


ASTOR Mis 


ALL SEATS RESERVED « Twice Dolly 2.454 8.457. m 
Matinees trom J Bg Evenings trom $1.16 
Seots for of performances now available at Bor Office 
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NOW LIKELY FCC WILL SPUR TELEVISION 
BY CONDITIONS CONGENIAL TO INDUSTRY 





v 


New Rules Expected Shortly—Sponsorship Restric-| ‘SHOW BOAT’ GOING OFF 


tions Probably to Be 


Answer All Alibis for 





n Shows Also Exits 
Program Shifts 


Lifted — Government to Renfro Souther 





~ 


Chicago, April 15. 





Washington, April 15. 

Series of compromises, with venge- 
ful regulators swallowing their fury, 
is expected to end the hot contro- 
versy over television policy and per- 
mit early commercial operation on 
terms pretty much to the industry's 
liking. The Federal Communications 
Commission’s revised rules are ex- 
pected by the end of the month. 

Full commercialization—on all of 
the 18 staked out video channels, 
rather than the seven lower-bracket 
frequencies originally proposed for 


money-making—is generally , antici- | 


pated by industry people who have 
been feeling out the Commish. Re- 
moval of all restrictions against sell- 
ing time looks likely from two view- 
points; first, to ‘penalize’ the element 
which a suspicious FCC faction con- 
siders to be selfishly opposing regu- 
lar service (notably RCA and CBS), 
and, second, to encourage exploita- 
tion of the bands between 162,000- 
168,000 and 228,000-294,000 kc., pre- 
viously to have been reserved solely 
for technical experiments. 


Compromise 
The principal compromise looked 
for would allow side-by-side exist- 
ence of the synchronizing pulses of 


’ in B. & W. 
Non-Action | ' 
| 
} 


On April 28 the Brown & William- 
Crack-Proof 'son Tobacco Co. will drop its cur- 
lrent ‘Show Boat’ program on NBC- 
|Red and will institute a series of 
changes in the B. & W. program 
set-up. ‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House’ 
show, currently heard on Tuesdays, 
will shift to Fridays from 8:30-9 p.m. 
CDST, starting May 2 over 82 out- 
lets; and a new variety program 
with Tom Wallace, Virginia Verrill, 
| Marlin Hurt and Bob Strong’s orch 
| will take over the Tuesday spot for 





Vaudevillian Ruth Warren 
(Wayne and) sums up the radio 
talent situation thus: 

‘What a sucker they would 
make of Jimmy Valentine nowa- 
days if he tried to break into 
radio instead of a safe.’ 














Discontinued 





Variety is discontinuing its 
Radio Directory, thereby elimi- 


AFRA VICTOR 
hore uave been four onstal IN MIAMI ACTION 


sues. | 
| 
| 
| 





No secret as to the reason— 
just too much red. 

The mess of information com- 
piled in Directory files will, of 
course, be retained and depart- 
ments deemed of value will ap- 
pear in the weekly edition of 
VaRIETY from time to time. Pos- 
sible, though highly improbable, 
is that the Radio Directory may 
be revived at some future date. 


Agreement worked out over the 
weekend by the National Labor Re. 
lations board gives the American 
Federation of Radio Artists a sweep. 
ing victory over the management of 
| station WIOD, Miami. Settlement 
gives AFRA a guild shop covering 
announcers, actors, singers and 
sound effects men, with wage raises 
'and minimums, including extra fees 
for all commercials. In addition, 
settlements were made with the two 
announcers allegedly fired for union 
activity. 

John Stinson, one of the spielers, 
goes back on the staff with pay (in- 
cluding commercial fees he would 
presumably have received) for the 
16 weeks he was out. Bill Pennell, 








Broadcasts Nightly From 
Lebhar Home Climax 
‘To WHN Man’s Gallop 








Diamond Salt Acct. Gets 
Kate Smith Noontime 


Periods for Summer 





Benton & Bowles will have the’ 
noontime Kate Smith period on CBS 
all to itself starting June 20 to plug 
Diamond Salt (General Foods). Out 
of the 78 stations new used for the 
| co-plugging of the salt and Swans- 
down Cake Flour only 18 will be re- 
_ tained for the summer. 
| Under the current setup the day- 
timer is shared between Benton & 
Bowles and the Young & Rubicam 
agency, with the latter taking the 
| billings on 60 stations in behalf of 








| Raleigh cigarettes. ; 
|} On April 29 also, Raleigh will 


Bert Lebhar started a new sports 
series over WHN, New York, this 
week for Nedick’s’ refreshment 


the other announcer, was given pay 
for the 16 weeks lost, plus 31 weeks 





start a five-minute dramatized pro- 
/gram by Linn Borden over an NBC- 


the Radio Manufacturers Association | sywansdown and B. & B. credited 


Red web at 10:55 p.m. EDST. 

Also quitting on April 28 will be 
the Renfro Valley Folks show now 
on an NBC-Red southern hook-up. 
‘Plantation Party’ and ‘Wings of 
Destiny’ programs continue in their 
present set-up. 


STANDARD OIL 
ON 34 BLUES 








| in advance, both amounts including 


his home at New Rochelle, N. Y, | volved. _He and the management 
Stanza is tabbed ‘Bert Lee’s Sports| #8reed his return to the station might 
Final’ and airs at 10:45 seven nights | involve strained relations, so he will 
a week, with Marty Glickman sub- | look for a job elsewhere. 
stituting on the Saturday and Sun- | Settlement of the case was made 
day editions. Nedick also signed for | 7 — —— LR irealintinge 
, : . seven | n » attorney, 
agi 7 ee See eee | was handling the matter at the 
Lee already does a ‘Today's Base-| NLRB hearings last Thursday and 
ball’ program at 7:15 nightly for Ax- | Friday (10-11) in Miami and car- 
ton-Fisher tobacco. In addition, he’s | Tied = wad gee ny Degen one _— 
WHN sales manager. Besides which | Managem ver tne weekend, ree 
he competes in vate champion- | sulting in the NLRB-approved agree- 
ship bridge tournaments and, dur-| ment Monday (14). He returned to 
ing the winter months, does the New | New York yesterday (Tuesday). 
York professional ice hockey matches}; AFRA's transcription code, now 


for Pabst beer. approved in all except minute de- 





and Allen B. DuMont. But it seems 
inevitable the Commish will turn 
thumbs down on DuMont's 15-frame 
principle on the ground that conti- 
nuity of motion is far more desir- 
able from the looker’s angle than 
the highest degree of definition and 
detail. 

Under the engineering policy sug- 
gested by the 
System Committee, there is no rea- 
son why both the R.M.A. and Du- 
Mont techniques—as well as the 
Habeltine system, 
Philco—cannot be used _ simulta- 
neously. Even DuMont people con- 
cede ti.cse standards would stimulate 
the development of receivers capa- 
ble of picking up any of the three 
signals, although each advocate of a 
particular method naturally prefers 
to see the public buying sets that 
bring in his pictures with the utmost 
clarity. 

While so far there has been no 


mish seems to be in the direction of 
losening the proposed minimum op- 
erating requirement. Instead of in- 
sisting that all licensees must be on 
the air 30 hours weekly (five hours 
daily, with at least two of the five 
between 7 and 11 p.m.), outlook is 
that the Commish will cut this figure 
drastically and let the ticket-holders 
decide just what time they want to 
run each day. Reduction to 15 hours 
is generally forecast, although there 
is talk about cutting the minimum 
schedule to 10 hours weekly. 

The N.T.S.C. recommendations 
seem due for adoption as typifying 
the best practice according to pres- 
ent knowledge and the existing state 
of the art. Commish is almost cer- 
tain, however, to stipulate that at 


National Television | 


so attractive to | 


| with the business on the other 18 
| outlets. 
| 


N.A.B. ADMINISTERS 
ROOM DISTRIBUTION 








| 
|ers has taken over all the room avail- 
| abilities at the New Jefferson hotel 

in St. Louis for the duration of its 
| convention, May 11-14. People in the 
| trade who have inquired about res- 

|ervations are receiving letters from 

; the hotel’s management informing 
| them that all such requests are being 
| turned over to the N. A. B.’s housing 
| committee for action. 

Indications are that the Chase 
hotel will be the stamping ground 
|for the attending broadcasters who 
| are affiliated with Mutual. Bob Con- 


clusively MBS, had started a cam- 
| paign to get his co-affiliates to gather 


| under the same roof, the Chase, dur- 


ing their stay in St. Louis. 





Extend Kaltenborn 


H. V. Kaltenborn has had his three 
| times a week evening spot on the 
| NBC-red renewed for another year 
| by the Pure Oil Co. Latest binder 
becomes effective May 13. 

Leo Burnett is the agency. 





|any time licensees may be required 
| to embody advances and improve- 
ments in order to assure the public 
of the most up-to-date transmission 
possible. 





Thfo, Please’ May Return to Blue 


Its Ratings Down Since Move to Red—Now Fears 
Weekend Exodus 


Lucky’ Strike is giving thought to 
the idea of returning its $8,500-a- 
week ‘Information, Please’ to its 
original spot (Tuesday, 8-8:30 p.m.) 
on the NBC-blue. In the meantime 
the account intends to conduct an 
intensive survey to determine what 
effect the summer weekend habit 
may have on the program’s special- 
ized listening group and whether the 
show’s downward trend in rating is 
merely part of the general reaction 
to quiz sessions. 

When Lucky bought ‘Information’ 
it moved the show into the Friday 
8:30-9 p. m. slot, despite pleadings of 
Blue executives. Latest C.A.B. re- 
port gives the program an 11.9 rating. 
When the show left the blue its rat- 
ing stood at 16.9. 





Dr. Leon’ Levy, president 





‘KGO WINS G. E. AWARD 
FOR LEAST TIME LOSS 


San Francisco, April 15. 
_ Annual merit award of the Gen- 
eral Electric Company to the NBC- 
operated station maintaining the 
most nearly perfect operating record 
for 1940 was given to KGO yester- 
day, Presentation of a_ special 
| Placque was made at a luncheon by 
Raymond M.. Alvord, General Elec- 
tric vice-prexy in charge of the Pa- 
cific District, to A. E. ‘Shorty’ Evans, 


engineer in charge of the KGO 
transmitter. 


The station lost only 31 seconds 








of | of operating time last year, which is | 


National Association of Broadcast- | 


test of strength, trend at the Com- | vey, head of KWK, which is now ex- | 





!a midwest hookup of 34 stations on 
| the NBC-blue for a Friday night 
os show, starting July 18. It’s the 
|8 to 8:30 period, and the contract is 
on a 52-week basis. 

| McCann-Erickson, Chicago branch 
is the agency. 


| — 





MEDICAL SOCIETY NAME 
OKAY COMMERCIALLY 


| Medical Society of the State of 
New York has agreed to permit use 
| of its name_in connection with any 
|} sponsorship of the ‘Docters for De- 
fense’ half-hour dramatic program 
| over WMCA providing product is ad- 
| vertised in the N. Y. State Medical 
| Journal and approved by the society. 
This is reportedly the first time 
| that Medical Society has been willing 
|to allow use of name on a sponsored 
radio program. Mention of society, 
| under agreement with station, is to 
| be limited to opening, when an- 
|nouncement will read: “Medical So- 
| ciety of the State’ of New York, in 
association with sponsor, present.’ 

Society will get no revenue from 
commercialization of show, and wil! 
continue to pay for the scripts being 
written by Milton Wayne. Believed 
| that the medical men are keenly in- 
| terested in maintenance of the ‘De- 
fense’ program as institutional adver- 
| ising for the 17,000 membership as a 
whole. 





| MOTHS TO A FLAME 


_Baseball Draws Sponsors Before, 
During ‘and After Games 





| San Jose, Cal., April 15. 
All games played by the San 
Francisco Seals are being broadcast 


over KQW under alternating spon- | 


sorship of General Mills, for Wheat- 
ies, and the Goodrich Rubber, with 
M.J.B. Coffee 
interviews before each game and 
| Folger Coffee sponsoring 10-minute 
| newscasts efter the final inning. 

| Other pre-game sponsors are Pro- 
gressive Optical, with a five-minute 
newscast, and Maxford Jewelry in- 
terviews as well as the play-by-play 
descriptions. 


Getchell Shares 


Albany, April 15. 


J. Sterling Getchell, Inc. New 
| York, has made a second change in 
| capital stock. Latest one reduces 
| the number of shares from 12,794 to 
| 10,488. 

The new setup provides for 2,750 
| shares of preferred at $100 par value, 
and 7,738 of common at no par 
value. 

Hughes, 








Fewer 








Richards, Hubbard & 


WCAU, Philadelphia, is recovering the best record established since the! Ewing, N. Y. C., were filing at- 
from a strep infection of the throat. '|' GE awards were inaugurated in 1938. | torneys. 


W neal Se 


2 Snel a a 


Standard Oil of Indiana has bought. 


bankrolling dug-out | 





KING, HAWK, BRYSON 
FROM WCCO’S STUDIOS 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Three different major CBS net- 
work shows are originating from 
Minneapolis within a month. ‘Peo- 
ple’s Platform,’ with Lyman Bryson 
presiding, will have mid-westerners 
participating in a free-for-all dis- 
cussion of the St. Lawrence Water- 
ways when they broadcast from here 
April 19. 
Wayne King will broadcast his net- 


Because of the acoustic perfection 
necessary, it was decided not to orig- 
inate the show from the theatre. The 
public will not be admitted. 


Nicollet grand ballroom, 





Chesterfield Considers 
Orson Welles Show 


| Chesterfield is still looking around 





| for a half-hour show and among 
| those that it talked with is Orson 
Welles. No decision has been made 


about the continuance or dropping 
of the Professor Quiz program at the 
end of its present contract with the 
cig company. 

Guy Lombardo has made a pre- 
sentation to Newell-Emmett, agency 
on the account, and thé thing is still 
under consideration. 








While at the Orpheun, | 


work show from WCCO April 26. | 


Now on tour, Bob Hawk's ‘Take | 
It or Leave It’ show hits here May | 
18 and will originate from the Hotel | 


tails, will probably be signed to- 
;morrow (Thursday) or Friday. It 
| becomes effective atvence and, ac- 


cording to its terms, all existing per- 
former contracts and _ regulations 
will be revised to conform with its 
terms. 


| Singer-Orchestra Combo 
For New Lever Show 


Lever Bros. will use a singer and 
an orchesra, neither of which has yet 
been picked, for the haif hour (11- 
11:30) that it has bought on the 
NBC-red’s Saturday morning sched- 
ule, Starting date is July 12. 
| Rinso and Spry will be the prod- 
ucts plugged and Ruthrauff & Ryan 
is the agency. 


Plaque to Guif Show 
Hollywood, April 15. 
First plaque ever given a radio 


show by the motion picture industry 
will be presented to Gulf’ 





s Screen 


Guild Theatre at the close of the 
season Sunday (20). Mary Pickford 
will make the presentation for the 
Producers Association and Actors- 
Writers Guild. 

Plaque carries the following in- 


scription: 

| ‘Award to Gulf Oil Company’s 
| program for eminent achieve- 
| ment in furthering advancement 
| Of allied arts of motion pictures 
| and radio,’ 

| In three season on the air Gulf 
| Oil contributed $800,000 for the con- 
| struction of a home for indigent in- 
| dustry workers. 





NBC Sues Mike Jacobs and Mutual | 


Seeks to Force Promoter to Live Up to ‘Oral 


Contract’ on 


Prize Fights 





EX-STAGE MANAGER 
IS NBC SPORTS HEAD 


A separate sports department has 
been established at NBC under the 
leadership of Bill Stern who will re- 
Port directly to Sid Strotz, the pro- 
gram v.p. Stern has been with NBC 
Since 1934 and is an experienced 
caller in the major games. He came 
to radio sportscasting out of Redio 
City Music Hall where he was stage 





Manager under the late S. L. ‘Roxy’ | 


Rothafel. 


Stern will have the title of Direc- 
tor of Sports Events, a new one. 





John W. Scott, news analyst of 
KABC, San Antonio, signed by 
Sclitz Brewing Co. Will start April 





«dv. 


4 
i 
| 
| 
} 





In bringing suit against the 20th 
Century Sporting Club, Mutual and 
Gillette Razor in connection with 
their fight broadcasts NBC has estab- 
lished a precedent. It makes the 
first time that one network has en- 
gaged in litigation with another. The 
action, filed in the N.Y. supreme 
court, seeks to compel the club, 
which is headed by Mike Jacobs, to 
go through with a claimed agree- 
ment and to restrain Mutual and 
Gillette from going through with 
their own contract with Jacobs. Lat- 
ter deal is to become effective June 1. 

NBC bases its suit on an oral re- 
| newal it alleges it got from Jacobs 
early this February and which it 
|claims committed Jacobs from Oct, 
| 1, 1941 to June 1, 1942. Mutual coun- 
|sel has already in a written com- 
munication to NBC taken the posi- 
tion that the Gillette deal has in no 
way violated NBC’s rights. 
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U.S. WANTS UNITY, NOT TI 


FARM MEETING 


YIELDS RADIO 
SYMPATHY 


Washington, April 15. 
Satisfactory gabfest was concluded 
last week, when farm program direc- 





tors from nearly 50 stations met with | 


representatives of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to discuss the 
possibility of establishing a clearing 
house for common problems in all 
important areas of the country. 
Principal results were said to be a 
‘better appreciation’ by the Agricul- 
ture Department of the trials faced 
by farm programmers and a decision 
to further cooperation, coordination 
and scheduling of broadcasts. 

Morse. Salisbury, information 
director of the Agriculture Dept., 
stated at a luncheon held Wednes- 
day (9) 
gained a better appreciation of the 
complexity and bewilderment which 
sometimes stumps the radio farm ex- 
perts and promised the help of his 
division. While details have not 
been ironed out. 
to get the field offices—both regional 
and local—to act as booking agencies 
and untangle the program clutter 
which now exists. 


were Jesse H. 
WLW: Walter 


Attending the meeting 
Ruffum, WEEIL; Kd Mason, 
R Bisho, WRVA; Fred Ohl, KWRH; 
Harry Stone and Louie Buck, WAM; Wood- 
row Hattic, WWL; Fox Chase, CBS (KNX, 
Pacifi Neiwork); V. H Pribble, WTAM; 
Liovd FE. Yoder, KOA; W. E. Drips, NBC; 


should 


that the Government had | 


Salisbury will try. 


| of educational talks and news information at a 
time when some special event of importance 


Earl H. Gammons, WCCO; Ken Ellington, 
WRBM: A. D. Willard, Jr., WJSV; S. PD. 
Gregory (manager of NBC M&O stations); 
Harold A Safford and Arthur C. Page, 
WLS; Phil Evans, KMBC; Charles ‘Yorees- 
ter, WNAX: John Merrifield, WHAS; 
Franklin Tooke, WOWO; Grady Cole, 
WRT; Owen IF. Uridge and Duncan Moore, 
WIR Bill VPrance, WSB; G. Emerson 
Markham, WGY. 

Rex Davis. WCKY; Jim Miles, WING; 
Charles I’. Shoffner, WCAU; C. Earl Wil- | 
liams, KFAB; John Thorpe, KYW; Luke | 
I.. Roberts, KOIN-KALE; Thomas C. Me- 
Cray, WTIC; Tom Murray and William 
F'ay, WHAM: Herb Plambeck, WHO; 
George (. Biggar, WLW: Robert EF. L. 


Moore, Trans Radio Press; Charles Stookey, 
CBS (KMOX); Harry Butcher, CBS; Henry 
E. Hutcheson, WMBG; Johnny A. Zufall, 
WBAL; Lee B. Wailes, general manager 
of Westinghouse Radio Stations, Philadel- 
phia; Diek Velz, WRUL: Harold Azine, 
WBAT.; Leon Levine, CBS (WABC); John 
s Haves WOR (Mutual); Charles FE 
Eshbach, New England Radio News 
ica, UT. S&S. Department of Agriculture, Bos- 
ton; Glenn Synder, WLS. 


Serv- 


MOVE TO WASHINGTON 


Hayes with Quartermaster. Corps— 
Gilchrest with Treasury Department 

John S. Hayes leaves his post as 
assistant director of the program 
operation at WOR, New York, to be- 
come a lieutenant in the public re- 
lations division of the U. S. Army 
Quartermaster Corps in Washington. 
He reports April 21. 

Already moved to Washington to 
assist Vince Callhan, his former boss 
at WBZ, Boston, 
christ, recently with the Earle Ferris 
publicity office in New York. 


At WOR, Carlton Warren, night 


| that the multitude of education: 
| tional programs which are being readied will 
/not collide with the radio appearances of the 
big-wi 


is Charles J. Gil-| 


studio manager, will assume Hayes’ | 


duties temporarily. 
will tempor 
ager job, 
commercial 


meanwhile retaining his 

announcing stints. Ira 
Avery, assistant program director of 
WRVA, Richmond, Va., joins WOR 
as assistant production man and 
announcer. 


Ken Curtis on Defense 
Boston, April 15. 
Ken Curtis left WEEI control 
room Munday (14) to do special ra- 
dio research with government's de- 
fense program. 





Chow for ‘Doggy Dan’ 


Chicago, April 15. 
Harold Betts, the ‘Doggy Dan’ of 
the ether for Red Heart Dog Food. 
has been signatured for a ride of 
an additional 17 weeks on WMAQ, 
the NBC-Red outlet here, starting 
June 2, 


Frank Knight | 
take the night man- | 


| getting the most listener votes 


licity and to that end is now 


extensive staff of contact men and program 
men, most of them recruited especially from 
‘These are straws in the 


the industry itself. 


growing breeze of American 


They convey to the imaginative broadcaster 
and observer tangible hints of the probable 
tempo and direction of radio participation in 
the somewhat grim future of the world. 


That the radio program-publicity-advice- 
giving help-asking function of Army public re- 


lations is under sympathetic 


probably going to stay on the conservative, 
non-hysterical side should please broadcasting, 


dramatic’ 


assembling an 


ing’s 
militarization. 


ouarded. 


its own 


direction and 


for radio. 


even though nobody could give and nobody 


expect guarantees 


two vears will be 100‘% dandy. 


* -_—— 


Extensive plans for the U. S. War Depart- 
-ment’s new radio publicity bureau are being 
whipped into shape by Director Ed Kirby— 


formerly with ‘the National 


Proadcasters—anfhis associates. 


more important aspects will 


clearance of all national network shows deal- 
‘ing with the military through the War De- 
partment: a special service which will enable 
with 
and newspapers on important Army and Navy 
events and the dissemination of War Depart- 


radio to get an even break 


) 


ment news to some 2,500 educational programs 


which are on the air each day. 


Kirby’s task is a pioneer job, as U. S. 
tary experts have not vet entirely grasped the 


tremendous possibilities which 
approximately 800 


hunery for news of the 


that all 
be done to, or asked of, radio in the next 


broadcast 
nation’s 


that will 


awards 


. 7 ; tj N Ty r Try. T 
“ NEW MILITARY 

RADIO AND THE ! MILIT: 
It should surprise nobody in broadcasting 
that the United States Army, in particular, ex- 
pects to make every possible use of radio pub- 


and citations to men w 


have been honored by the governinent tor then 
courage and devotion to duty 
partment radio experts also will see to it that 
special news events—such as the unveiling oj 
a new bomber, or other newsworthy happen 
‘will be available in broadcasting form’ 
as soon as newspaper reporters and camera 
men are permitted to let 
Military secrets, of course, will be caretully 


The War De 


eq with the 


g stor, 


Speakers’ bureau is being formed by Wirby. 
with each branch of the armed forces having 
‘spokesman.’ 
write their own speeches and turn them over 
to the publicity department to be ‘reprocessed 


These individuals will 


Programs building civilian morale are con- 
sidered important in the new set-up. 


torial service also will be formed, in coopera- 
tion with radio writers, and radio service and 


of the service. 


Association of 
Among the 
be the future 


newsreels 


mili- military terms 
exist today in 

stations—all 
defense. 


Present difficulties include the programming 


is being aired 
ing Army and Navy officers, ¢ 


lesser-lights. 
to unsnar! this radio bottleneck 


vx 
> 5 


Human interest stuff is planned, with the 
radio division now setting up the procedure for 


broadcasting the presentation 


uiz Ends, 
Ams Follow 
For Colgate 


Colgate 
(Ask-It-Basket) on 


(17) with 


replacing its quiz show 
CBS this Thurs- 
day a variety show, ‘Col- 
gate Talent Tournament,’ which also 
to the professional per- 

East m. c Act 


will 


offers prizes 
formers. Ed will 
week and 


five 


be recalled the following 
given a $200 bonus. With each 
recalls there will be a grand prize 
Charles Hathaway has the baton as- 
| signment. 

If the NBC-red can clear the right 
spot, Colgate will move over this 
half hour, plus the succeeding one, 


‘City Desk,’ either this summer or 
early fall. The account wants to 
get away from the competition of 


the Maxwell House program and 
‘Aldrich Family,’ which fill the 
Thursday 8 to.9 p.m. stretch on the 
red. 


| wale 


Will be on for a five-a-week basis | 


during first nine weeks of extra 
time and three shots weekly for the 
final eight weeks. 

Set through the Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald agency. 


| Harry ‘Pappy’ Cheshire, maestro 
of the KMOX, St. Louis, hill billies, 
due to make another flicker for Re- 
public in Hollywood. His first was 
i ‘Barnyard Follies.’ 


-such as speeches by high-rank- 
‘abinet officials 
and others whose views would blank out the 
The radio division will attempt 


Mental 


discipline 
in such fashion 


ul and informa- country, and it 


facilities will be furnished the various branches | 
Two hundred public relations 
officers will be kept abreast of the radio sec- 
tion's developments by Capt. Harold W. Kent, 
former radio director of the Chicago Public 
Schools, who will be assigned to furnish War | 
Department data to the educational programs 


which now number 2,000 to 3,000 daily.’ 


In addition to the programming spade-work 
which 1s being done by Kirby and his rapidly 
expanding staff of experts, a special job 1s 
being turned out designed to educate the pub- 
lic along militaristic lines. 
is preparing a glossary of 


The radio section 
‘commonly-used 
and slang,’ in order that radio 


announcers throughout the country can make 
their talks more authentic and pass along to 
listeners words and expressions that already 
are coming into daily usage. 


Clear-eyed broadcasters will take note of all 
these steps realistically. 
denly be ‘surprised’ six months from now, 
adjustment to a 
American social-politico set-up is a necessary 
faced by 
mocracy is on the spot and must prove in this 


They will not sud- 
rapidly changing 


[De- 
1 


by everybody today. 


mav be its last chance for some 


time, that cooperation and efficiency are still 
natural and effective. 


Kirby’s influence assures the industry that 


nobody, 
toupees in the 


of ‘heroic and 
| 


Masters of Harangue 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Climaxing a six weeks’ radio 
course for Minnesota legislators, 
WCCO held ‘commencement ex- 
ercises.” Ralph Casey, chairman 
of the University of Minnesota 
schoo) of journalism, delivered 
the commencement address. 

In order to show the legisla- 
tors the improvement in their 
ether wave 
ute recordings were made of es- 


deliveries, five-min- 


pecially prepared talks by the 


graduates and played back 


Margaret Jessup Out Of 
McCann-Erickson After 


13 Yrs.; Also Tannerhill 


the 





Time buying department of 
McCann-Erickson agency has under- 
gone its second shakeup within seven 
Bob Tannerhill, 


buyer, is joining Benton 


chief time 
& Bowles, 
up is going with 
Miss Jes 


Tannernhill’s suc- 


months. 


| while Margaret Je: 


Parents Magazine. up’s spot 


will not be filled 


| cessor will come from some other de- | ‘ 
| erty. 
partment in the agency, and the ap-| 


pointment will be made this week 

Miss Jessup been with the 
| agency for 13 years and rated as the 
| last survivor of its original radio de- 
partment 


has 


is going to be scared out of 


to the reality o 


their 
present process of adjustment 


f 1,500,000 men under arms. 


LW Operates 
Ohio Sharecrop 
Farm As Stunt 


Ap! il 15 


preaches on 


Cincinnati 
To practice what it 
the Everybody’s Farm Hour serie 
WLW last week took over operation 
of a 126-acre farm adjoining the sta- 
Mason, O 22 


Experimental 


tion’s transmitter at 


miles 


orth of Cincy. 


os 


conducted by Ear! 


arming will be 
Neal, present tenant of the property, 
on a 50-50 share basis. Dave Bailey, 
Warren county agricultural agent, is 
to act as extension advisor for the 
farm. 

He and WLW officials and repre- 
sentatives of the College of Agricul- 
ture, Ohio State University, will ap- 
pear on the opening program from 
the property on April 24. Special 
broadcasting equipment is being in- 
for the Every- 
body's Farm Hour series can be orig- 
inated from any place on the prop- 


stalled so programs 


The spot, said James D. Shouse, 
general manager of WLW, will be 
called Everybody’s Farm, operated 
not as a showplace, but as a one- 
family self-sustaining property, em- 
\odern agricultural method 


, 
ploving n 
pl Vili il 





An edi- | 
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JIVORGE 


Washington Now Believes 
Drastic Newspaper-Owned 
Radio Station Issue Would 
Not Be in Interest of Good 
Morale 





HURTS FRIENDS 


Washington, April 15. 

| Unmistakable anguish in New .Deal 

believed likely to 
in indefinite 
Federal 
| sion’s contemplated hearings on the 
With no 
date yet fixed for receiving evidence, 


result 
the 
Commis- 


circles is 
postponement of 
Communications 


| newspaper ownership issue. 


signs are multiplying that the regu- 


lators on one excuse or another are 
to let the hot potato cool 
| off before they try to handle it. 

There is no doubt the political 
pulse-feelers were upset by the Com- 
| mission’s sudden order and White 
, House advisors wish the regulators 
| had given more thought to the prac- 
| tical angles. Particularly the strong 
desire for the utmost support from 
both the press and the radio indus- 
try for the President’s international 
policies and defense efforts. 

Glance at the list of newspaper- 
owned stations shows the most con- 
crete reason for head-shaking over 
FCC’s action. More important 
aspect, though, is the way so many 
papers which were anti-third-term 
have swallowed their words a la 
Willkie and have gone down the line 
for the lease-lend program. 

Specifically, the strategists in Ad- 
ministration circles do not want a 
major controversy in which the 
| publishers and broadcasters would 
| join hands. As is evident from the 
lengths to which officials, from Pres- 
ident Roosevelt down, have gone in 
recent weeks to dispel the fear that 
censorship is just around the corner, 
The New Dealers who are more con- 


disposed 


t} 
Loe 


(Continued on page 30) 


RAY BUFFUM AT BATES 


Will Concentrate on ‘City Desk’ 


Show for Palmolive 


Ray Buffum, recently brought east 
by NBC as a 
joined the Ted 


program 
Bates agency yes- 
terday (Tuesday) as write ; pt 
He'll con 

trate on ‘City Desk’ program 
olive) in a 


director, 


i 
editor and produce! 
, 


(Palm- 


upervisory capacity. 


Post of script editor is a new one 
at the Bates agency. 
Before coming east, Buffum was 


manager of several stations in Texas 


and previous to that wrote scr:pts 
and assisted on production on the 
‘Big Town’ series for Ruthravff & 
Ryan, in Hollywood He was with 
NBC only about two weeks before 
shifting to the Bates office 


Gross Succeeds Ring 


Washington, Apr 15 

G ild Gro chief of the rna- 
tional sectio is ated to 1 
A re D ting, aS assistar chief 
ts f of the FCC in charge of 
broadcasting matters. 

Gross has handled numerous el- 
location problems and been de- 
tailed to various huddles be ween 


t 
the United States and foreign na- 
t 


y? 


o- —— — a 


F. C. Sowell’s Other Title 
Nashville, April 15 
F. C. Sowell, general manaver of 


Station WLAC 
ident of the 
cording to an 


recently became pres- 
Maury Democrat. ace 
announcement in the 


paper. Sowell began his newspaper 


work on the paper about 20 years 
azo 

He will not be active in his new 
capaciiy. but will continue as man- 


ager nf WFE.AC 
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Just now there is a good deal of 
talk within the broadcasting indus- 
try concerning the obvious need for 
en improved type and volume of 
public relations activity by the ra- 
cio industry generally and by the 
networks and clear channel] stations 
in particular. The webs and the big 
s ations have the greatest problem 
because—being big and prominent— 
they are the easiest and most visible 
targets for attack. 

It is already evident that senior 
officers of the networks, of the clear 
channel stations and of the industry 
leadership generally will hereafter 
personally concern themselves with 
public relations. Some of these ex- 
e*utives have some natural under- 
s‘anding or flair for public relations. 
But most of them palpably do not. 
>) much so that their naive mis- 
understandings are the subject of 
wisecracking among their publicity- 
w se subordinates. 


They Often Misunderstand 
Nature of the Problem 


It is fairly evident to the amused 
underlings that the senior officers of 
the radio industry could profitably | 
hold a clinic among themselves on 
the subject of public relations, what 
it is, what methods and means are 
available or could be made avail- | 
able, and what has retarded the in- 
dustry from previously developing a 
more streamlined and intelligently 
planned effort. 

The general impression of informed 
insiders (and shared by professional 
observers) is that the greatest handi- | 
cap to senior officer understanding 
of public opinion management is that 
few of the involved personages have | 
ever been in the newspaper or pub- | 
lication business, except occasion- | 
ally in the advertising departments. 
‘Business office’ attitude, with its ex- | 
aggerated and low grade ‘cynicism,’ | 


| 
| 
| 


— ee 





ee 
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tors and newspapermen dislike and 
resent and it has been observed on 
occasion that radio brass hats some- 
times reveal assumptions that are 
insultingly wrong about the press 
and self-misleading to those holding 
such ideas. These false notions, 
based on hearsay and a suspicious 
nature, are often behind the sudden, 
excited, impossible demands high 
executives sometimes make upon 
their subordinates who are supposed 
to possess a control over news col- 
umns and other channels of infor- 
mation which does not and cannot 
exist. 


‘Publicity Department’ 
Not Set Up for Full Job 


One basic misunderstanding of top 
execs is their frequent failure to 
distinguish between ‘public rela- 
tions’ and ‘publicity departments.’ 
The latter is merely a small, lim- 
ited, circumscribed function of the 
former. On the whole there is no 
press department in radio with any 
real authority to attempt, or the 
funds or means to execute, ‘crea- 
tive public opinion.’ Execs, in the 
view of critics, must first of all get 
this relationship straight. Otherwise 
they will remain babes in the woods. 
They will continue to imagine— 
which is a great error—that the ex- 
istence of a publicity department 
automatically means that there is or- 


| ganized public relations activity in 
| the full sense. 


No first rate press 
agent has any such illusion about his 


|own work, 


Public relations in the broader 
sense can only be achieved through 
a constant awareness of its value 
and attention to its encouragement. 
This is a senior officer responsibility 
primarily. 

As regards the networks, it seems 
fairly clear that the program de- 


is known to be something most edi- ' partment, not the press department, 





Mary Hiller Charges ‘Interventionists 








Get Breaks; Sneers at Wheeler Praise 


om 


Albany, April 15. | 
Mary Hiller, secretary of the New | 


fair advantage of listeners was taken. 
Miss Hiller, admitting that radio 


York Chapter of the America First | ‘tries to be fair,’ argued it was not 


Committee, participated in a forum 


on WABY here and used the oppor- | 
tunity to scatter a lot of verbal) 


bombs 


of her own. She accused 


H. V. Kaltenborn, Elmer Davis, 
Gabriel Heatter, Arthur Hale, 
Dorothy Thompson and Walter | 


Winchell of being ‘pro-intervention- 
ists’ and said that only Fulton Lewis 
and Boake Carter among radio 
commentators were ‘non-intervenr- 
tionists.’ 

It all started out mildly enough 
with the speakers including Kenneth 
Bartlett of Syracuse University and 
Harold B. Johnson, station-ow'ing 
publisher of the Watertown (N. Y.) 
Times. The subject was ‘Who should 
make up our minds in times like 
these?’ 

In reply to a statement by Bartlett 
that Senator Burton K. Wheeler has 
praised broadcasting for its fairness 
to both sides during the lend-lease 
bill the sarcastic lady cracked ‘that 
was after the fight was over.’ She 


out bouts, to get equal time at times.’ 

Miss Hiller charged that George V. 
Denny, ‘usually eminently fair,’ had | 
‘tried to tell the listening audience’ | 
the visual audience was ‘equally | 
civided’ in opinion on the NBC Town | 
Hall debate over ‘Convoys.’ This, | 
continued Miss Hiller, despite the | 
f-ct attendees demonstrated, via ap- | 
plause, ete., they supported Senator | 
Prooks, of Illinois, and did not 
sympathize with Chairman Gibson, 
who took the other side ‘and had a’ 
rouch time of it.’ 

Poth Bartlett and a man in the 
&! ‘ience insisted that Miss Hiller’s | 
c'-im that ‘soap box’ tags should be 
p:'t on air controversialists was of no 
force: they were identified as ‘com- | 
m -ntators,’ which meant they were | 
e-pressing individual opinions. The | 
mon also asked Miss Hiller how, if | 
the ones she classed as ‘intervention- | 
ists’ were known to be such, any un- | 


maintaining balance, because equal 
time was not being given to com- 
| mentators on the ‘non-intervention- 
ist side.’ 

She also emphatically disagreed 


with Bartlett and Johnson that radio 


and press presented the news calmly 
or dispassionately. Miss Hiller in- 


| the ‘sensational’—nothing was more 
| sensational, more moving than war, 


ee iil ——~ 


sisted it was human nature to want 


OTTO TE SC rr rr nen 


By Robert J. Landry 


| produces radio's effective artillery 
‘fire. At NBC, through the Blue, the 
| ‘co-sponsorship’ system of network 
‘partnerships with pressure groups 
' has been especially shrewd as a be- 
ginning in public relations. Recent 


|hints are that the public interest | 


| program, so-called, is enjoying a 
|new—very new—respect. It took 
‘the recent Peabody award to Co- 
| lumbia to stir up NBC and since that 
' time it is an open secret around New 
| York that there have been more con- 
| ferences than any single jarring has 
| caused in years. This episode alone 
seems to have dramatized the need 
for public relations to receive the 
personal attenticn of seniors rather 
'than be left to subordinates who 
have no authority to spend money 
| or order things done or to revise 
policies to suit the needs of strategy. 


Respect for the Present 


Values of Broadcasting 


Bluntly stated the radio industry’s 
public relations problem presumably 
is something like this: 

To decide upon and then to 
apply, with appropriate public 
reminders from time to time, 
such fixed policies, practices or 
minimums as will persuade the 
people, as such, that the present 
American system of broadcast- 
ing is truly a people’s system, a 
good system substantially free 
of serious faults, and that its 
numerous virtues are a logical 
result of the anatomy and or- 
ganization of the industry and 
that known time-tested demo- 
cratic virtues and service sat- 
isfactions may be lost, lessened 
Or messed up by bureaucratic 
measures interfering with the 
known present good for the sake 
of a supposed unknown future 
betterment. 

| This improvised definition recog- 








nizes a distinction between the peo-' mittee recently formed within the 





ines 
ee 


tie 


| ple, as such, and the people’s agency, 
lthe Federal Communications Com- 
| enlesion, that people and politicians 
| are distant relatives rather than 

twins. In any altercation between 
them, both look for signs of ap- 
proval or disapproval, interest or 
| disinterest by the people. 

What makes the threatened ‘mo- 
nopoly’ action of the FCC serious is 
that it implies ‘progress by catas- 
trophe,’ or the wiping out of es- 
tablished business (and careers) for 
‘the sake of preventing imagined, 
not real, misuses of facilities in a 











future, still theoretical, 
| struggle. 


| Complacent Selfishness 


social | 


| 


ar 





SENIOR OFFICER RESPONSIBILITY | 
The New Need In Radio Public Relations | 
| 





ON ON ON TT tT Nt 


National Association of Broadcasters 
which will appeal to the coming 
N.A.B, convention (St. Louis, May 
12-15) for the industry itself to set 
up a special industry-wide public 
relations budget to support and im- 
plement many of the needs in this 
direction. This is obviously most 
significant in line with this entire 
discussion, 

Meantime at NBC its Director of 
Sales Promotion, Ken Dyke, has been 
authorized to act as a clearing cen- 
ter for organizational suggestions of 
public relations opportunities. 

In terms of intra-industry leader- 
ship, or the impression of leader- 


| ship, there have been several useful 


springboards. RCA-NBC lost one of 


Would Defeat Industry these, television, when the Fcc 


Realists are saying that the suc- | 


cessful development of an improved | springboard, 


| public relations by radio must be 


| clear-eyed in separating reasonable 
claims of self-interest which pub- 
lic opinion would support and burea- 
crats would respect frem foolish and 
unreasonable assertions of merit and 
claims for special consideration in 
which complacency and greediness 
are too obviously present. 

The radio industry cannot say to 
the FCC or t#e public what the mid- 





west station wired its sales repre- 
sentative in New York: ‘Just teil 
them that we're the best.’ 

Radio must keep on, regularly and 
imaginatively, to dramatize and | 
drive home the impressions that it 
wants both citizens and politicians 
to have. But radio must prove its 
case by episode and incident, names 
and addresses, so to speak. All- 
inclusive catalogs of glittering gen- 
eralities won’t do. 

Edward Klauber, executive vice- 
president of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System (and a former news- 
| paperman) is the chairman of a com- 





WHA TO REGENT CONTROL 


State Agriculture Dept. Loses Madi- 
son Educational Station 








Medison, Wis., April 15. 

Gov. Julius P. Heil Wednesday 
signed a bill, introduced by As- 
semblyman Ludvigsen, which trans- 
fers control of WHA, state-owned 
educational radio station, from the 
Department of Agriculture to the 
Board of Regents of the University 
of Wisconsin. 

The bill which becomes effective 
July 1, also appropriates $47,640 an- 
nually for operation of the stztion, 
and the sum of $15,750 annually to 
station WLBL of Stevens Point. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 











| job in 


| ing industry policy. 
|a rendezvous with destiny—and that 


| rowly 





Ohio State's Biggest Gathering 


'Added Speakers Include Allen, Newton, Bushnell, 


stepped in and halted its plans. How- 
ever, NBC may soon regain this 
(See Washington date- 
line story this issue). Meantime Co- 
lumbia has derived much benefit 
since last summer with its color tele- 
vision demonstrations. 


Both major webs have, of course, 
scored repeatedly by their work in 
emergencies and at public affairs. 
In latter years the ‘educational’ and 
‘democracy’ programs heve loomed 
large. International radio is con- 
spicuous just now in view of the 
world situation. This has now gone 
beyond the routine of reporting war 
bulletins from Europe for daily 
round-ups. Radio elects itself the 
partner of the State Department in 
abetting Latin good will. 

Radio is also emberking upon a 
connection with the United 
States army (see editorial this 
sue) that is a harbinger of develop- 
Radio, too, has 


iS- 


is why any business man who nar- 
regards radio es simply a 
channel of merchandising is as dated 
as high button shoes. 


Lasswell, Saerchinger, Granik—Stress Timeliness 





| 


Columbus, April 15. 


* 
REGIONAL GETS ST.LOUIS! _ | 
; | Tentatively complete program for 
BASEBALL FROM KX0 | the 12th annual Institute for Educa- 
| tion by Radio, arranged by the Ohio 
iacucsibioics | State university, indicates that jhe 
St Louis, April 15. | conference, scheduled for May 4-7, 
The Hyde Park Breweries, through wi oe ae ‘op educational egg * 
|its kind in the country. This year 
the local Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, | the committee, headed by Drs. W. W. 
has lined up an eight station web in| Charters and I. Keith Tyler, director 
Missouri and Illinois to carry the | and executive secretary of the Insti- 
| tute, has paid particular attention to 


added ‘we had bouts, almost nner | 


with men fighting on the battlefields. 
If this were not true, what about 
motion pictures? ‘We go to motion 
pictures not for calm but for excite- 
ment.’ Bartlett had made the point 
radio, despite opportunity, had not y $3 
| broadcast air said etna. sinking — Wheaties) -— waaay ee | 
| of ships, battlefield scenes, although | “2! antl alternate eee 
| opportunity was there. He stated the | broadcasts of games in the American 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. had Association. Season opens in the} 
even refused to let him have a 15-| east Thursdey 7), Grst play-by-play | 
| minute recording of bombing noises, | _ the following day; in the west | 
prea the initial game is "May 2, radio 
| booths to open on the third. By the 
middle of May the AA will be play- 


BOONE COUNTY UNIT ing five nights a week. | 


Situation shows three _ station | 


SOLO ON WLW LIST) otis ‘Wisc, with sportccaster Bet 


| Wilson; Minnezpolis, WLOL, Harry 


ARRANGEMENTS SET 


Columbus, April 15. 


As in recent years General Mills | 




















ne McTigue; and Milwaukee, WEMP, | 
Cincinnati, April 15. jannouncer yet to be named. Other 

To avert conflict with its own|AA cities are: Columbus, WCOL, 
Boone County Jamboree rural show, | Connie Desmond: Toledo, WTOL, 


WLW will sever connection with the | Bert Ingham; Louisville, WAVE, Don 
Renfro Valley Barn Dance program | Hill; St. Paul, WTCN, George Hig- 
May 1. Renfro, directed by John gins; and Kansas City, WREN-KCKN, 
Lair, started on the Crosley station | Walt Lochman. 

several years ago and for the past Agency on accounts is Knox 
two years has originated from its | Reeves, Minneapolis, representing 
own barn-and-tourist-cabin colony in ,Socony Vacuum as. well as General | 
Renfro Valley, Ky., 130 miles south | Mills. 
of Cincy. 

James D. Shouse, general manager 
of WLW explained continued growth 
of WLW’s own Boone County Jam-| ‘Brunch Brevities’ is title of new | 
boree, both as an air show and as & | three-a-week morning series. on'| 
touring attraction constituted a con- | WGL. Melody Spinners orchestra 
fliction. ‘WLW’s Jamboree has played | and Rex Dale and Lillian Lane are 
to 500,000 paid admissions, and we| used. Dale and Lane also have new 
feel that an enterprise of such scope | show, ‘King and Queen of Harmony,’ 
demands el] our promotional efforts.”!on WOWO, Tuesdays at 4:15. 





WGL’S ‘BRUNCH BREVITIES’ 
| Ft. Wayne, April 15. 





play-by-play of all home games, ex- | 
cept Saturday and Sunday, of the 
Cardinals and Browns played at| 


Sportsman’s Park. The broadcasts 
will originate through KXOK with 
France Saux, chief gabber at KMOX, 
bought by the suds maker to team | 
with Charles ‘Gabby’ Street, emer | 
major leaguer. Additionally Laux 
will do a daily sports review for the | 
same sponsor over his home station. | 

The Missouri stations that will | 
carry the baseball stuff are, KFRU, 
Columbia; KWOS, Jefferson City; 
KDRO, Sedalia, and KFVS, Cape | 
Girardeau. The Illinois stations are | 
WTAD, Quincy; WTAX, Springfield: | 
WSOY, Decatur, and WJPF, Herrin, | 


| Ill. This makes the second year that | 


the Hyde Park organization is bank- 
rolling a web for baseball. Last sea- 
son the web consisted of seven sta- 
tions in the two states. 


CBS-Phil Stong Settle 


Suit of Phil Stong, writer, against 
Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc.,' 
and the William Wrigley Jr. es 
was settled and discontinued Mon- 
day (14) out of the N.Y. federal 
court. Action claimed plagiarism of 
plaintiff’s book ‘Career,’ in the radio 
dramatization, ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood,” of the defendants. 

Plaintiff says the radio program 
used his book as a basis from July 
9, 1939, to Oct. 1, 1939. He asked an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 











damages, 


subjects of more general interest to 
the entire radio industry. The em- 
phasis is placed on timeliness. 


From the very first event of the 
opening dzy, a three-man Town Hall- 
type discussion by Ed Kirby of the 
U. S. Army, Clifford Utley of the 
Chicago Council on Foreign Affairs 
and Robert J. Landry, radio editor of 
VarIETY, the program has been de- 
Signed to treat with the subject of 
radio within the framework of mod- 
ern tensions and war. 

Added to schedule (Wednesday 
afternoon) is a third and final session 
devoted to radio in & national em- 
ergency. Shannon Allen, United 
States Department of Interior, is to 
preside over this forum. W. M. New- 
ton, BBC, will discuss ‘The Role of 
Radio in Wartime England,’ while 
Ernest Bushnell, CBC program su- 
pervisor, will outline a similar situa- 
tion in Canada. Additional partici- 
pants will inelude: Harold Lesswell, 
Theodore Granik, Cesar Saerchinger, 
and Louis Wirth, University of Chi- 
cago. 





NBC’s 4 New Sustainers; 
Clears ‘Leather Pushers’ 


NBC’s production department is 
working on four new sustaining pro- 
grams for regular scheduling on the 
blue network. One of these is 
‘Leather Pushers,’ for which the 
web’s continuity department has just 
cleared the rights. 

None of the contemplated produc- 
tions is of musical classification. 
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Blue Network First Place Winners 
of the Movie-Radio Guide Poll 


My Favorite Program... Breakfast Club 
Best Variety Program... Breakfast Club 
Best Master of Ceremonies... Don McNeill 
Best Sports Commentator... Bill Stern 


Best News Commentator... Lowell Thomas 


Best Children’s Program... Quiz Kids 








ROFESSIONAL, radio and advertising 
P2-= have long been aware of the popu- 

larity of the NBC “Breakfast Club,” 
heard over the Blue Network every day ex- 
cept Sunday, from 9 to 10 A. M. But even 
the hard-boiled ‘‘mike’’-men of Radio Row 
may well rub their eyes in amazement at the 
record of the ‘‘Breakfast Club” in the Movie- 
Radio Guide poll, just out today. 

The ‘‘Breakfast Club’”’ took top program 
honors from far more expensive shows to win 
the title as ‘My Favorite Program.”’ 

It scored again in a highly competitive 
field to win the award as ‘‘Best Variety 
Program.” 

And its genial Master of Ceremonies, Don 
McNeill, led a host of star names as ‘‘Bes¢ 
Master of Ceremonies,’’ for the second con- 
secutive year. 

The Movie-Radio Guide poll is the largest 
annual listener-election—pulling in_ ballots 
from more than 50,000 listeners. While in no 


BREAKFAST CLUB 
COPS PROGRAM 
TOPS! 


NBC Blue’s “Breakfast Club’ 
voted favorite of ALL programs—day and night— 
by readers of Movie-Radio Guide 


i 


Don McNeill, self-styled ‘Messer of Ceremonies,’ who 
topped all comers as best M. C. in Movie-Radio Guide poll 


sense a measurement of audience size, it is a 
definite reflection of audience loyalty. 

The ‘Breakfast Club’s’’ amazing record 
indicates once again that low-cost, high- 
interest programs on the Blue rank among 
the best buys in radio. The loyalty of the 
Blue audience as demonstrated by the ballot 
box is reflected again in the cash register. 

The ‘‘Breakfast Club’’ is now sponsored 
three times a week by Swift & Co, It has 
pulled in thousands of fan letters every month 
for years. 

A number of fifteen-minute units on the 
‘‘Breakfast Club’’ are open to national adver- 
tisers, Monday through Saturday. Here is a 
live talent show with proven popularity, avail- 
able at a participation cost so low, it barely pays 
for one of the many NBC “‘Breakfast Club’”’ 
stars. Call in a Blue Network representative 


now for complete details. 
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‘American Network 


Name of F-M 


Group Formed by John Shepard; 
Will Have 42 Links Next Year 


Boston, April 15. 

The American Network, a new 
chain of Frequency Modulation sta- | 
tions, will handle national spot sales | 
for individual F-M stations as well | 
as network ‘+s for itself according | 
to President John Shepard, 3d, | 
head of the new net. The uniform! 
discount schedule will prevail. 


Thus far three F-M stations have 
commercial licenses: Shepard’s W39B, 
Mt. Washington, N. H.: W47NV, 
Nashville, and W55M, Milwaukee, al- | 





with the advertising blurbs free to 
the sponsor. 
Wayne Students on W45D 
Detroit, April 15. 

Getting warmed up to their work 
by playing before a studio audience 
in advance of hitting the air, Wayne 
University’s ‘Saddleshoes and Swing,’ 
college variety hour, has been ep- 
pearing every Saturday p.m. in the 
auditorium studio of WWJ. Gang of 
college comedians, singers, musicians 
are getting the feel of their material 
in advance of the commercial open- 


‘ing of W45D, frequency modulation 


For Film Ballyhoo? 


Attractedby the inexpensiveness 


of Frequency Modulation radio 
station installations, major film 
companies have recently been 


mulling the possibilities of such 
FM station outlets in key cities. 
They would be set up for the 
major distributors’ affiliated cir- | 
cuits as 2 future medium of pub- 
licizing product as well as pro- 
viding a cheap entree to the 
radio field. 

The film officials who have 
checked with veterans in the 
equipment field have discovered 
that FM stations can be estab- 
lished for vs little as $10,000. 
They further have discovered 
that é 
with some of the largest N. Y. 
outlets can be set up for around 
$25,000 to $40,000, depending on 
the type of premises used for 
housing equipment. 


> 





, = 





though there will ultimately be 42 


station members, but not for another 


year. 


Within a week the American net- | 


work expects to file corporation 
papers in the State of Delaware. 
having cleared the title. 

W39B, fcrmerly W1XER, is 
fankee nctwvrork’s F-M station that 
started commercial operation April 


5. Its first commercial will be play- | 


by-play descriptions of the home 
games of the Boston Red Sox and 
Boston Bees by sportscaster 
Britt, sponsored alternately by 
Wheaties and Atlantic Refining. This 
station will carry the complete 
games, Which are always cut at 5:45 
p.m. on Shepard’s Colonial net when 
they run overtime. 

Yankee’s other  F-M _- station, 
W1XOJ in Paxton, Mass., is not com- 
mercial but will also carry the games 


local station comparable | 


the | 


Jim | 


station of the Detroit News, over 


| which they ere scheduled. 


Milwaukee Delay 
Milwaukee, April 15. 
Because of delays due to priority 


| of national defense orders for needed 


materials. The Journal’s new F-M 
station will not be ready for opera- 
tion before early summer, and the 
FCC has consequently granted per- 
mission to place the erstwhile ex- 
perimental station W9XAO on a 
commercial basis. 

After closing down for four days 
to make necessary changes in equip- 
ment, the F-M cabin came back on 
the air Friday (11) under its com- 
mercial call letters W55M and un- 
der its commercial time schedule— 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m., but with no com- 
| mercial announcements. Programs 
'for the time being are chiefly musi- 
| cal and newcasts, with the A-M sta- 
| tion WTMJ taking care of the chat- 
| ter broadcasts. 


NEW WMWCA FILES 





Directors Are Noble, Cushing, An- 
derson—-26,775 Shares Authorized 


Albany, N. Y., April 15. 


WMCA, Inc., has been chertered 
to conduct a radio broadcasting 
business in New York. Authorized 


capital stock is $386,075, with 26,775 
shares of preferred at $13 par value 
jeach, and 20,000 common at $1 par 
value. 

| Directors are: Edward J. Noble, 
Greenwich, Conn.; Herry C. Cush- 
ing, Oyster Bay; Earl E. Anderson, 
Montclair, N. J. None is listed in the 
|incorporation papers filed with the 
| Secretary of State as a stockholder. 


| 


I. J. Fox on F-M 


What seems to be the first 
full-length commercial series in 
F-M history was signatured by 
WOR. New York, last week for 
W7INY. the WOR frequency 
| modulation subsidiary. Sponsor 
| wnderwriting the series is I. J. 
Fox, furrier. Plugs will be of 
the strictly institutional type. 

Program which started yester- 
day (15) is labeled ‘Unbroken 
Melodies,” and consists of half- 
hour light classical recordings 
on Tuesdays and Fridays, 8:30- 
9 p.m. Plugs are inconspiciously 
| inserted toward the start and 
finish of the music 

Understood that the Fox firm 
is paying $60 per program for 
the series, and that no guarantee 
of the number of sets in the 
coverage area was made. Fox's 
interest in the programs appar- 





ently centers around the fact 
that they are establishing a 
‘first’ and thus have publicity 
value. 
| John Nell, WOR salesman 
|} specializing in retail accounts, 


handled the deal. 





U.S. Wants Unity 


—~Continucd from page 27 








cerned about immediate results than 
long-range reforms (the latter classi- 
| fication applies to various FCC at- 
| torneys and certain Commissioners) 
| think the present is anything but a 
good time for stirring up the two 
industries. 
FDR Likes Radio 

While there is no» doubt—and 
hasn’t been for several years—that 
the Presjdent personally has a deep 
affection for radio and an animosity 
toward the press as a whole, any 
order or regulation declaring that 
newspaper ownership of broadcast- 
ing facilities violates the public in- 
terest is bound to inflict severe pain 
On many potent and loyal New Deal 





publishers. 
As a matter of fact, setting up a 


backers. Especially in the South, 
where the preponderance of major | 
transmitters are under control of 


Fitzpatrick Addresses Parliament a 


As Yankee Broadcasters Do 
Ontario in Whirlwind Visit 


Some 26 Americans representing 
radio stations affiliated with the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System were 


| flown from Buffalo to Toronto last 


Wednesday (9) to spend a crowded 
day of dining, wining, sightseeing 
and participating as 
the pageantry of the proroguing of 
the Ontario parliament. -As a climax 
of the affair, Leo Fitzpatrick, of sta- 
tion WJR, Detroit, occupying a chair 
on the Liberal side of the House, four 
away from Premier Mitchell Hep- 
burn, had the unusual experience of 


|addressing the Ontario parliament. 


Only other Americans ever to do 
likewise were Senator Claude Pepper 


'and Wendell Willkie. 





|barrier in the way of press-owned | 


outlets would be more painful to 
Democrats than Republicans. Among 
the victims would be the McClatchey 
papers @: California, who were loyal 


in 1940 while most of the big pub- | 


| 


lishers on the West Coast were ar- 
j|dently pro-Willkie. Members of the 


| 
| 
| 


President’s official family would be | 


hurt, 
and Federal Loan Administrator 
| Jesse Jones, and Democratic party 
pillars, such as James M. Cox, Harry 
|Bingham, Amon Carter,.et al. 
| Persons with interests .in 


} 


both 


Subscribers, each owning to one | "¢€wspapers and stations and who 


share, are: Kendall Williams, 


New York City. 


filing attorneys. 


G. 
| Mathers Clark and Walter Hoffmen, 
Alvord & Alvord, 
40 Wall street, New York City, were 


are friendly to the New Deal have 
| wailed to their friends in official 
positions, in Congress and in execu- 
to the extent that 


| 


|} tive posts, 


the 


like Secretary of Commerce | 


Whirlwind junket was entirely at 


the expense of the Ontario Travel 
and Publicity Bureau and was ar- 
ranged as a preview party in 
vance of the debut on 52 CBS stations 


April 20 of an Ontario travel pro- | 


gram with comedian Ned Sparks. 
now retired from Hollywood and 
living in his native Toronto. 
ranged by the Travel Bureau, of 
which Douglas Oliver is director, and 
the Tom R. Walsh advertising agency 
of Windsor and Toronto, the affair 
was an eye-opener to the Yanks in 
the progressive exploitation methods 
of the Canadians. 
Statement to Americans 

During the day of festivities this 
brief statement, in substance, was 
made to the American broadcasters: 

‘This is a lot of money for us. 
We've tried to spend it intelli- 
gently. We're trying to accom- 
plish maximum radio results in one 
13-week contract. We need to 
make every broadcast count. “To 
do so we need the biggest audi- 
ence we can get for our Ned 
Sparks program. We have pro- 
vided a book that tells you all 
about the program and tells you 
what you can do to help in spe- 
cial ways if you want to. We sim- 
ply put our problem up to you as 
a challenge. We need American 
tourists this summer to help us 
pay for all the things we’re buy- 
ing in the United States.’ 

With the radio program (Sundays 
at 5:30 p.m. EST), supplemented by 
magazine and newspaper insertions, 
the Ontario Travel Bureau is re- 
portedly spending in excess of $300,- 
000 to stimulate tourism and to off- 


| set the propaganda that hurt so much 


| White House is undeniably distressed | 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


regret that the investigation order 
was forced through. Sample of the 
fecorrggy —but by no means the only 
|move to point out to influential 


|Of wisdom behind the FCC action— 
is the recent White House visit 


|mittee created by the press-radio 
crowd to prepare for the hearings. 
May Be Forgotten 
Postponement of the hearings— 
even to the point where the order 
virtually forgotten—wil! not be 
The commish still 


is 


difficult. 


land there have been expressions of 


of | 
| Mark Ethridge. chairmar >» com- 
I dge, chairman of the com- | how best to help make Americans 


last summer when rumors of red- 
tape, border embarrassments, etc., 
dented the usual vacation flow badly. 
It was strongly suspected at the time 
that German sources started the 
whispering campaign. 
How to Treat Tourists 

By way of a novelty the one Ca- 

nadian station to carry the Sparks 


: OU ; rogram, GFRB, Toronto, will have 
| People in the administration the lack | ~— : “ge te 


a special substitute for 
copy heard in the U.S.A. 
will be told through the 


the tourist 
program 


have a good time while in Canada. 


spectators at | 


ad- | 


Ar- | 


Ontarians | 


| Lester Lindlow, WFBM. Indianap- 
| olis. 
Henry Walker, WEOA, Evansville 
Robert Swintz, WSBT, South Bend. 
W.B. Quarton, WMT, Cedar Rapids. 
Lewis Milbourne, WCAO, Balti- 
more. 
| Albert Marlin, WMAS, Springfield, 
| Mass. 
| Leo Fitzpatrick, WJR, Detroit. 
Charles Phillips, WFBL, Syracuse. 
Elizabeth Gledhill, WHEC, Roch- 
| ester. 
Michael Hanna, WHCU, Utica. 
Ike Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo. 
John Patt, WGAR, Cleveland. 
Robert Thomas, WBNS. Columbus. 
James Legate, WHIO, Dayton 
C. A. Baker, WKBN, Youngstown. 
George Coleman, WGBI, Scranton. 
Charles Denny, WREC, Erie. 
Joseph Burwell, WMBS, 
town, Pa. 
| Don Inman, WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 
| Every visitor got a quart of 13- 
| year-old Canadian whiskey upon ar- 
rival and a Hudson Bay blanket as a 
| parting souvenir of the trip. ‘The 





Union- 





broadcasters seemed agreed that they 
had really been places and done 
things. 











_ EARLIER WORK HOURS 


|Defense Factory Policy Opens KJR 
Half Hour Earlier 





Seattle, April 15. 

KJR now goes on the air at 6:30 
|a.m. instead of 7. Change was made 
| because thousands of the city’s 
| workers in defense industries go to 
| work earlier now, and the station 
added the extra half hour in order 
;}to reach these people with news and 
| entertainment. 

P. Lorillard has bought the 6:45 
news spot for Union Leader tobacco. 











1 More Power 
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‘| DAY AND NIGHT 


5000 | 
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NO ADVANCE IN PRICES 
ONLY BASIC CBS OUTLET IN INDIANA 














In addition to Larry Lowman, | 
Thomas Connolly, William Ensign | 


|} and Ted Weber of the CBS staff in 
| New York the American delegation 


has 
enough chores to keep it occupied | 


until the hot weather arrives. Be- 
|sides the chain-monopoly _ report 
| which still is taking about every 
minute that can be spared from rou- 
tine functions, the regulators have 
ordered several investigations into | 


common Carrier (telephone and tele- 
graph) matters and are 
more vital issues, notably television 
licensing policy and the clear- 
channel theory. Few observers will 
be surprised if the summer letdown 
|occurs before a date is set 


be at least three months before 
enough members can be assembled 
to get down to business. By that 
time, other problems of urgent na- 
ture unquestionably will have 
arisen. 


Mutual Checks In 178 








pondering | 


for . for the} 
press-radio inquiry, and then it will | 





to Toronto included: 
James Kane, WBBM, Chicago. 


National Kepresentatives 


'| THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 











In 


Intermountain Market 
people prefer the lively 





Station KDTH, Dubuque, Ia., joins | 
the Mutual network April 27, bring- | 
ing the number of affiliates to 178. | 
Outlet hes 1,000 watts power and fre- | 
quency of 1370 kc. 








Jhe POPULAR Station 


About half-a-dozen small stations, RED 
members of the Oklahoma network, | NETWORK 
will drop Mutual affiliation next | JOHN- BLAIR & GCC 
month. ' 
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SPONSORS SHARE AIR DATA 


AL TREND 
JING TALK 


UNU 
UA 


Speculation of Possible Sig- 
nificance Called Already 
Out-Running Probabilities 
—But Networks Are Tak- 
ing Note of What an Ad- 
vertisers’ Entente Might 
Imply 





NON-RIVALS ONLY 


Growing practice of such top rank- 
ing radio advertisers as Procter & 
Gamble, General Foods and General 
Mills in collaborating on matters af- 
fecting their participation in the 
medium is beginning to cause specu- 
lation in the trade. This sort of en- 
tente is something new for the busi- 
ness and the No. 1 question which 
the situation seems to have aroused 
is just how far the collaboration will 
be carried and what part will it play 
in the future of network broadcast- 
ing. 

So far the relationship has only 


dealt with exchange of informa- 
tion about markets and costs of 
programs and time. Also _ speciftc 


effectiveness. With a mass of rec- 
ords and results gathered over the 
years now available to them in their 
own files, these important customers 


of radio can do their own checking. | 








In advertising they are the leaders in | 
their respective fields and the extent | 
of their potential influence may be in- | 


they 
the 


dicated by the fact that jointly 
were responsible for 23% of 
NBC-CBS billings in 1940. P 
rated No. 1 network spender with 
$10,999,416, General Foods, No. 3, 
with $5,887,349, and General Mills, 
No 8, with $3,139,652. 
Far-fetched? 

Trade observers are expressing 
various, and in some cases probably 
far-fetched, thoughts on the outcome 
of a ‘collaboration’ of such propor- 
tions. Some are wondering whether 
it might some day go beyond the ‘ex- 


& G! 


change’ motive and develop into a| 
suave but potent coalition in dealing 
with network sales and other poli- | 
cies. With a big drug and a big} 
cigaret account added to the group, 
the potential pressure could, it is 
Suggested, cause drastic changes in 
such policies. 

Within the networks all these} 
speculations are regarded as not only | 
baseless but distorted interpretations 
of a natural trend. tadio, it is] 
pointed out, is advertising’s most 
complicated and sensitive medium. 
The problems that it offers are 


many-sided and it is to be expected 
that, after a high point of develop- 


ment has been reached and masses of | 


data are available, major _ partici- 
pants should seek to enhance the 
efficiency of their operations by the 
co- ~aperatve route. 


Ford Summer Indefinite 


— _ 


Ford Motor Co. hasn’t given any 
consideration as to whether it will 
continue on CBS through the sum- 
mer and what program it will use 
because of the attention that it has | 
had to give in recent weeks to its 
labor troubles. 

Account’s current Sunday night 
concert series expires May 11 and 


so does its obligations for time. 
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National Representative: The Katz Agency, Inc. 

















New Mutual Salesmen 


Mutual made several changes in 





its sales staff this week. Curtis J. | 
Harrison, for 10 years advertising | 


manager of Photoplay mag, joined 
the network’s eastern sales 
Tom Harker was shifted from east- 
ern sales to the Chicago staff, suc- 
ceeding Howard Keefe, who resigned | 
to join the Chicago office of Dodge 
Reports. 

Network also established a _ sdles 
service division, with John Mitchell, 
formerly with the Erwin, Wasey 
agency, in charge in New York and 
Donald Pontius having similar duties | 
in Chicago. Pontius also continues | 


on the Mutual midwest sales pro- | 
motion staff. 


staff. | 


| Short List for Summer 


| Keeps ‘Armstrong’ Alive 
Chicago, April 15. 

General Mills has decided to stick 
along with ‘Jack Armstrong’ on a 
short network schedule during the 
|}summer. Has signatured for 13 sta- 
tions on the NBC-Red web starting 
June 2 and running through Sept. 2. 

Eastern 11 stations will get the 
program at 5:45 EDST, while WLW, 


| Cincinnati and WMAQ, Chicago, will | 


have a repeat show at 5:45 CDST. 
For Wheaties as usual and through 
| the Knox-Reeves agency. 





New Haven—Carey Cronan upped 
to news editorship of WELI replac- | 
ing Bill Dukeshire, who’s taken job_ 
|with Eskimo Pie Corp. in New 
| York. 





- Radio Daffodils 











New York City.—Bili Berns, film ec for WBNX 
the Bronx, is interviewing midgets on what they think of the new coin-in- 


the-slot midget films. 


tatterer and reviewer 


San Antonio—Kay Kyser, 
the newly-created San 
honor, all 


upon arrival here, will be made an admiral in 
Antonio Navy and a boat will be named in his 
broadcast over WOAI, 


over- 
WGN came up 


Chicago—Chicago radio station press departments are now going 
board in stunts to attract some sort of public attention. 
with a decision to organize a W.G.N. club composed of people whose 
| initials match the call letters of the station. 

Not to be outdone, NBC division here now springs up with its ‘Interna- 
tional Association for the Protection of the Rights of Left- Handers,’ with 
a membership open to all southpaws. Will hold a ban quet in the ‘Port- 
ww Room’ of the Hotel Sherman to draft a constitution for left- hand 
| rights. 








SHELBYVILLE, IND. 


1%, hours from Cincinnati by train, 
but part of Cincinnati by WLW. 


Population 1940 


“INCREASED 
BUSINESS 
INVARIABLY 
FOLLOWS 
WLW CAMPAIGN” 


. 10,791 
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The H. H. Walker Wholesale Grocery Compony trovels 


three men in six Indio 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamericen Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicago —- WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


na counties. 





—— 


“As wholesale grocers active throughout our trad- 
ing area, we find that products advertised over 
Station WLW move regularly. When a new product 
goes on the air over the Nation's Station, our or- 
ganization goes into action to obtain our share of 
the increased business which invariably follows. 
Our salesmen are unanimous in agreeing that WLW 
advertising, reinforced by WLW merchandising ser- 
vices to the wholesaler and retailer, make for better 
business for all concerned." 


(Signed) George M. Walker 


H. H. Walker Wholesale Grocery Co. 
Shelbyville, Indiana 


San Frencisco — International Radice Sales, 


THE NATION'S 
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LIONEL STANDER 

Peggy Conklin, Grace Coppin, Jackie 
Grimes 

*The Life of Riley’ 

Serial 

30 Mins. 

Sustain ng 

S-‘urday, 10 a.m. 

W BC-CBS, New York 


Columb continues its efforts to 
stimulate the audience story and the 
sponsor allurements of Saturday 
morning. T Welcome Lewis-H?z¢l 
Filvnn musical bee built up a big 


response and seemed a promising bet 
but ted recently in an atmos- 
phere of discord between talent and 
network. Now in the rearrangement 


depal 


of the bathday morning the Holly- 
wood character actor, Lionel 
Stander. is presented in a half hour 
serial entitled “The Life of Riley.’ 
This come: between “The Ole Dirt 
Dobber’ of WLAC, Nashville, an 
authority on roots, buds, buss and | 
fertilizer and a things-not-worth- 


lookine-for >ffair called ‘Gold, If You 
Find It. This is an unpromising 
time for a promising entertainment. 

What could easily be a forced and 
sillv story is redeemed by a certain 
zephyr-like quality pervading the 
script of Leonerdo Bercovici and 


2ohert Sloane. With due credit to 
the directorial pace of Marx Loeb 
and the nerformances the net im- 
pression is that the Stander offering 
iz soekv. One nroblem for script. 
director and pctor to decide is the 


exect prover cose de of the Stande1 
fog-bound voice. This is the voice of 
comedy relief. of the eccentric 
stoove. the droll interrupter. But as 
here'n presented there is perhaps go- 
ing to be a denrger of a little too 
much of the voice. 

A review can naturally only com- 
ment upon the installment heard. 
The getaway was lively and likeable. 
The formula will not be easy, how- 
ever. Peggy Conklin and Jackie | 
Grimes rang true throughout. It fell 
to Grace Coppin to inherit the two 
or three lines in the script that were 
slichtly excessive and artificial. 

t’s all a good-natured lark about 
a hobo with a lot of bluff and a 
garbled vocabulary who meets up 
with a spinster and her nephew 
driving west in a broken down car. | 
They merge and move into a 
mythical Salem where everything is 
owned by one incredible nabob of 
whom Peggy Conklin is the pretty 
and bored daughter. At that point | 
installment one took a rain check. | 

Land 


Griffin Shoe Stays 


Cincinnati, April 15. 

Griffin Shoe Polish last week filed 
its fourth consecutive 52-week con- 
tract with WLW. Renewed the 
‘Time to Shine’ series, Monday | 
through Friday at 8 am., includes 
Novelty Aces, instrumenteal and/| 
vocal combo, and Jimmy Leonard, | 
m.c., from the Crosley talent staff. 


—_——— @ 


| late types 


| business on 
ful recourse, 


| called to the mike? 


VARIETY 
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SOLDIER'S QUIZ 
With Dick Bates, 
39 Mins.—Lvecal 
Sustain ng 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGAN, Portland, Me. 

This army participation show. still 


Sam Henderson 


caichy hendle, rates no- 


king a 
tice because of its 
tional 
sor question, and of 


station-promo- 


answer to the delicate spon 


its affording a 


slightly magnified picture of the ma- 


jor shortcomings to date of these 
‘morale’ builders for the civil pop- 
ulation and recreation stunis ‘not to 


mention gratis wires home) for the 
boys themselves. 
Fed- 


rec- 





Quiz here uses a dart game 
eralized National Guardsmen in 
reation hall of local harbor defense 
outpost aim at numbers on board 
which correspond with questions 
they’re subsequently expected t» 
answer for modest winnings, with a 
larger prize held out for the over- 
all high scorer. Also on the board 
are several examples of folding 
money. which may be pocketed im- 
mediately by spearers. Promotional 
angle is furnished by fact that prizes 
are products of sponsors of station's 
commercial shows. whose programs 
and wares are briefly described each 
time an article changes hands. Prod- 
uct mentionings are handled to 
souna like innocuous credits at 
benefit, and are as easy to listen 
Money prizes being donated by sta- 
tion itself 

Main shortcomings in this. as in 
some other army shows caught, is 
that soldiers don't seem to be en- 
joying themselves; much hushed 
‘yessirring’ of radio men leaves lis- 
tener feeling that boys are standing 
uncomfortably at salute throughout. 


' And questions used often seem too 


toughly serious for rank and file. 
most of whom on sessions here fum- 
bled with sticklers framed for doc- 
tors of philosophy after suppiying 
their names and owning to but mod- 
est previous occupations. Danger 
might lie in unthinking listener go- 
ing away with idea that forces were 
manned by morons, which would 
hardly help citizen morale or bring 
home radio's defense usefulness to 
the brass hats. 


Solution would seem to lie in giv- 
ing boys long preliminary warmup 
during which duffers and inarticu- 
could be 
would be to put whole 
hoke level—a _ doubt- 
considering hair-trig- 
ger sensibilities of some patriots. 

Sam Henderson and Dick Bates, 
chief announcer and program direc- 
tor of the outlet respectively, han- 


Alternate 


|dled emcee roles well, swatting 
down ‘prompters’ with might and 
main. But why weren't the dozen 


or so know-it-alls in the audience 


Don. 











IT’S NEW! IT’S DIFFERENT! IT’S IMPORTANT! 


ANOTHER FIRST IN NBC 


ruERe’s absolutely nothing like this 

es NBC recorded program. It’s a 
brand-new approach to the news be- 
hind the headlines of today. 

Sam Cuff, author, traveler, lecturer 
who really knows his subject, tells in 
simple, understandable language how 
geography, climate, resources and other 
factors govern present moves on the 
Kuropean chessboard. In brilliant and 
penetrating analyses Mr. Cuff explains 
not only what is happening but why... 
takes listeners behind scenes to answer 
the scores of questions millions of news- 
hungry Americans are asking daily. 







RECORDED PROGRAMS! 


“The Face of the War’ isa five-minute, 
two-a-week, 13-week series kept up- 
to-the-minute and abreast of events 
by current recording. It’s a program 
that’s picking up station after station 

all with sponsors—and drawing en- 
thusiastic comment from advertisers, 
stations and listeners in every section. 
It’s selling banking service, insurance, 
oil, men’s clothing—everything! Put 
it to work for you. 

Write today for presentation, rates, 
and availability in your city. It’s by 
far the best sales bet in the commentary 


field today. 


(5 e °° ¢ ®@ 
dio-Recording Division 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 


| under 


windowed out. | 


‘ts E o-!ALL LIVE AGAIN’ 

Wika Princess Juliana, Crown Prince 
Olaf, Prince Jean, Eve Curie, 
Ignace Jan Paderewski, Col. Wil- 


liam J. Donovan, Olga Hurban, 
Michael Kwapiszewski, Rolf A. 
Christensen, Baron Willem Van 


20¢tzelaer van Oosterhout, Emile 
Gu't, Georges Theunis, Yves Tin- 
aire, Waldislas Kiepura, Magnhild 
fF je.dheim, Herman Ivarson, Tad- 
eusz Maximovicz, Dr. Charles 
Courboin, Zion Norwegian Luther- 


an Choir, Leon Barzin and orch, 
Milten Cross, Ben Grauer, George 
Pu.nom 

55 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Sunday, 6:05 p.m. 
W.1IZ-NBC, New York 

At dusk Easter Sunday (13), this 
inspiring and choking program was 
broadeast over NBC blue (WJZ), the 


Canadian Broadcasting Co., Biitish | 
Broadcasting Corp. and by inter- 


national shortwave, from a studio in 
Radio City, N. Y., before an audi- 
ence of 1,200. It was done in co- 
operation with the Council for 
mocracy and brought to the mike 
rovalty, diplomats and artists rep- 
resenting seven countries under the 
comination of the Nazis. Show was 
called ‘We Shall Live Again’ and 
with suitable timeliness, stressed 
again and again the Easter theme of 
resurrection. 

Obviously an enormously complex 
and difficult program and _ produc- 
tion assignment, it inevitably had 
technical flaws. Yet its emotional 
impact was so stirring that it rose 
above the level of entertainment and 
took” on the overtones of great 
drama. 

For here were not only leaders of 
various nations currently prostrate 
tyranical oppression, but 
these refugees in a foreign country 
were expressing both 
resurrection for their homelands and 


De- | 


| WFIL, Philadelphia 


‘Leaving Thousands Homeless’ i 





Fred Allen, during a rather savage satire on advertising agencies and 
their methods of ‘improving’ a program, stuff-shirted a line to effect. 
‘Radio is big business and, as such, neither it nor its comedians are 


to be laughed at. The skit, some 


of it apparently beyond the com.- 


prehension of a lay audience, although replete wtih giggles, had Allen 


cast as the ‘dvnamic‘ head of ‘Bitten, Better, Bitten and Button.’ 


a> 


One 


crack that did make the visuals guflaw was Allen’s ‘horrified’ reaction 
to a suggestion about eliminating studio audiences—‘What, and leave 


thousands of people homeless.’ 


Allen, with the assistance of Kenny 


Baker and his usual capable company of supporting actors, lampooned 
agency yes men, their tactics in revamping a program with a‘2.5-minus 


rating,” employment of a slew of 


writers Conly 16 for a half-hour 


show”’), censoring of a script ribbon, and all the other dizzy business, 
Skit, ‘to take listeners behind the scenes in radio, was another ex- 
ample of Allen's amusement for much of what goes on in broadcasting 


and agencies. 








‘SHOPPER’S QUIZ’ | 
15 Mins. 
LIT BROTHERS } 
M-W-F. 11:15 a.m. 





This is twist on quiz programs. 
Shoppers are corralled on fourth 
floor of Lit Brothers department 
store and are asked questions re- 
garding articles on sale in_ store. 
Examples: ‘What is Nylon hose made 
of?’ ‘Describe a wedgie,’ etc. Win- 
ners are given a certificate for $2 
worth of merchandise. 

Quizzer is WFIL staff gabber Roy 
LePlante. Miss Denis intersperses 
questions with description of ‘bar- 
gains’ she found while making the 
rounds of the store. 

Program is a natural—partly be- 


| cause cheap—for a department? store | 


an appeal to their peoples to struggle | 


on with undimmed faith. Princess 
Juliana of the Netherlands, Crown 
Prince Olaf of Norway, Prince Jean 
of Luxembourg, Ignace Jan Pader- 
wski of 
Emile Gutt of Belgium and Eve Curie 
of Free France were all 


Poland, Finance Minister | 


obviously | 


affected as they addressed U. S. | 


listeners and any who 
been tuning in by shortwave at 
home. Some of the musical inter- 
vals were a trifle overlong, but they 
added a touching bit of atmosphere 
to the program. 

Several excerpts set the tone of 
the broadcast. One was spoken by 
Milton Cross at the opening. ‘This 


may 


have | 
} 


| phoning in the answer to a question. 


is a call to hearts and spirits which | 


have not surrendered,’ he said. ‘Of 
hearts and spirits which on this day 
of resurrection chorus, we shall live 
again.’ And, in closing the program, 
Col. William J. Donovan, speaking 
‘simply as one American citizen who 


the hope of | 


sponsor. Shal 

‘IT PAYS TO LISTEN’ 

With Carroll Foster, Phil Crane, 
Carel Cantrell, Tubby Clark and 
orchestra (6), Maury Rider 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

KIRO, Seattle 
This weekly program is a pleasing 

variety show including the gift of a 

small radio to the first listener 





Question on show caught was second 
line of ‘Bicycle Built for Two.’ Trick 
is to get the station on the phone. 
Carroll Foster announced = and 
guided the program, introducing the | 


offerings in the right tempo. Phil 
Crane, baritone, sang two numbers 


adequately and Carol Cantrell, con- | 
tralto, provided the high spot of the 
half hour with her version of ‘Twist | 


| of the Wrist’ and a new one, ‘Where 


has seen for himself what happens | 
when the lights go down in Europe,’ | 


declared, ‘Today, perhaps more than 
any other day, we are reminded that 
there: are some truths which are 
eternal. Ever since man began to 
record his acts on the tablets of his- 


the basic lesson of all religion and 
all civilization; that human beings 
hold in their hearts an invincible 
vearning for freedom and personal 
dignity. Tyrants may rise, as they 
| have ever and again. Self-seeking 
| dictators may impose a brutal force 
| upon the bending back of an entire 
| people. But they cannot conquer the 
| unquenchable flame of hope in the 
| human heart.’ 

| Only parts of 


Wy the program 
| Originating in 


New York were 


not 
the 


ner temporary home in Canada. and 
Paderewski, from Florida. Each of 
the various national spokesmen was 
introduced by a representative of his 
country, in most cases a member of 
the diplomatic corps. Music for the 
| show was supplied by a 65-voice 
choir and a symphony orchestra led 
by Leon Barzin, plus the following 
soloists: Yves Tinaire (French): Dr. 
Charles Courboin (Belgian): Wlad- 
islas Kiepura (Polish): Magnhild 
| Fjeldheim, Herman Ivarson (Nor- 
eee? and Tadeusz Maximovicz. 
Grauer and George Putnam. 
Gerald Holland was credited with 


the script. Production was handled 
by Charles Warburten, Aldo J. 
Ghisalbert and Wiley Clarkson at 


New York, and Jack Meakin at Palm 
Beach. Hobe, 


‘DREARITONE FOLLIES OF 1941’ 


With Celia Lipton, Richard George 
30 Mins. 


Thursday, 8:10 p.m. 
BBC, London 


BBC has a promising find in this 
Celia Lipton youngster: she improves 
with each airing. Girl had a smooth, 

| catchy piece of scripting to travel on. 
| Roy Plomley both turning in and 
producing a bright 30 minutes 
around the small-town gal who 
| crashes Broadway—and pays. Inci- 
dents were strong for comedy and 
handled socko by the Lipton minor, 
aided by Richard George as the wise- 
a who helps the maid-—and him- 
self. 

Wise move by producer was in 
leaving melody end to discs; right 
now warbling is not girl’s forte; she 
gets by but it’s not yet in the same 
groove as her handling of character 
and dialog. 

Panelmen earned a_high-rating 
for smooth work in mixing. They 





could have ruined the show, for 


o*+ "40 Sadi City, HY. «Merchandise Mart, Chicages Trans-Lex Bldg. Washington, D.C. +Sunset £Vine,Nolywoed | SWitches were plenty intricate. 


| KIRO programs. For example Maury 


tory, he has learned and re-learned | 


} 


nnouncers, besides Cross, were Ben 


| Statements of Princess Juliana, from | 





Can He Be.” Tubby Clark and his 
boys provided good accompaniment 
and did one number on their own. 
Mood of show is easy-going and 
banter and ad libbing indicated that 
group enjoyed doing the acts. 
Program directs attention to other 


Rider of 
answered 


KIRO’s 


‘Sports Parade’ | 
questions 


put by = an- 


‘TIMELY TOPICS’ 
With Nick Carter, Ted Courtney 
15 Mins.—Local 
STEVENS CLOTHING CO. 
M-W-F, 7:45 p.m. 
WTRY, Trey 

Program of three parts, .n st un- 
usual of which is a dramatization 
of incidents wherein Mr. or Mrs. Joe 
Public unwittingly violate the law. 
Each skit calls attention to a statute 
or section likely to be broken in 
every-day life. Such things as play- 
ing a radi so loud it disturbs neigh- 
bors, even in daytime, selling cigars 
brought by a visitor to Cuba, ped- 
dling of concert or theatre tickets 
in lobby or front of the house, ‘pa- 
rades’ growing out of freak bets, and 
many other ordinary acts punishable 
by a fine and/or imprisonment, are 
dramatized. Climax is tabbing by 
young attorney (Don Lyons in the 
role) of section violated and mega- 
phoning by announcer of phraseol- 
ogy. with punishment — specified. 
Stuff is staff-prepared (apparently 
with assistance of a lawyer) and 
acted. While not brilliantly done— 
range of ages in characters is too 
limited and voice differentiation, etc. 
are considerably below network cal- 


| jbre—‘Hazards of Every Day Living’ 


is enough off beaten 
tract a modicum 
First five 


track to at- 
of attention. 

minutes are devoted to 
a news summary comment (very 
timely at present) by program di- 
rector Woodbury (Nick) Carter, Car- 
ter possesses a deep, distinctive voice 
well adapted to commentaries. Would 
be even better if a trifle less throaty 


and if flow of words were ‘freed’ 
from the jaws. Somebody is doing 
|}a rather good writing job. Court- 


ney finales with a sports round-up 
fair but could be improved. Musical 
bridges used. Jaco. 





nouncer Foster. Programs schedule 


for the balance of the evening also 


announced, 
Pacing and format could be better 


| but ‘KIRO, the friendly station’ idea 


gets across and is a good plug for 
programs aired over KIRO. Reed. 
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‘ELEANOR WILSON McADOO 
Commentary 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining, 6:45 p.m. 
M-W-F 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Supercharged with historical TNT 
js this quarter-hour period by the 
daughter of the World War presi- 
dent, Woodrow Wilson, and widow 
of his Secretary of Treasury, William 
Gibbs McAdoo. The lady packs a 
wallop in every line of her mono- 
log, but delivered discreetly and in 
scholarly fashion. Her diction is 
flawless and there’s no trace of mike 
fright. What she’s got to say and 
how she goes about it make for a 
ptent package. 
min most of her passages she alludes 
to ‘my father.’ Books are hard to 
wade through, she says, and points 
up that important details are often 
omitted. ‘These facts,’ she explains, 
‘are what I will talk about.’ And 
she lets go with both barrels. Once 
she builds up an audience she'll not 
only hold it but the numbers should 
multiply as the series progresses. 
For instance, who wouldn't look for- 
ward to her next broadcast when she 
declares ‘next week I will tell you 
how the hate of one man toward my 
father changed the whole course of 
the world.’ Further, ‘I was sitting 
at home with my husband when 
J. P. Morgan called and asked Mr. 
McAdoo if he thought it wise to 
close the stock exchange... ete.’ 
That apparently is just a sample of 
what is to come. 
between this war and the last one 
are attention-arresting. ‘It’s the same 
war,’ she says, ‘the war that never 
ended.’ Undoubtedly the lady has a 
mass of info at her finger tips, his- 
tory-changing data heretofore un- 
revealed. Her approach to the more 
dramatic passages are apologetic 
rather than know-it-all. She at once 
uts the listener at his ease, that 
ere is a recital of facts that she 
icked up first hand and now timely 
n their discussion, dovetailing as 
they do in the current tgend of world 
events. Helm. 


‘SWAP SHOP’ 
With Jack Steck 
Sustaining 
Daily, 10:45 a.m. 
WFIL, Philadelphia 
This is a novel program with some 
listener interest. Steck, a veteran 
spieler, keeps things moving smooth- 
ly as he reads letters from listeners 
who have articles to swap. When 
caught last Thursday (3) he of- 
fered everything from a pair of ice 
kates to a bungalow on Barnegat 
ay. Among the deals made was a 
ae pag store for a $900 auto. 
elephone calls are taken during the 
show from listeners who’ve gotten 
articles desired by potential swap- 


Re 
It’s a mail puller. Shal. 
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OU AIS 
MERCHANDISING 
MANAGER 











He knows the sales people in 
every store in WBIG’s Magic 
Circle . . . J. Merchandising 
Handy . . . and he is merchan- 
dising manager. He does 
everything from tacking signs 
to building window displays. 
His weakness: Verbosity. 


f] 2 


Ze © 


More people make more 


products, earn more f 
Wages, and get more for 

their crope in WBIG's ge 
Magic Circle of fifty v i 


Miles, than any other 


like area in the south- | EDNEY 
east. 

FON RIDGE 
Columbla Broadcasting Se DIRECTOR 


System affiliate. 














‘HOLLYWOOD SHOWCASE’ 
With Mary Astor 
30 mins.—Ceast 
RICHARD HUDNUT 
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m, 
KNX, Hollywood. 
(Benton & Bowles) 

There are probably not a half, 
dozen distaffers in the select cinema | 
circle who can carry a half hour | 
variety show. Luckily for Hudnut, | 
Tom Revere of Benton & Bowles | 
picked one of them in Mary Astor, | 








Her comparisons | 


i youth to age. 


whom, it develops, must be ranked | 
| with the best what am. Few eellu- 
}loid belles would even attempt what | 
‘Miss Astor so _ heart-warmingly 
| wraps up—mistress of ceremonies of 
a Major Bowes-type-of-show. With- | 
;out her it would still be trudging 
|along doing sustaining duty on the 
|Coast for Columbia. And being her 
natural self gives the program its | 
winning ingredient. 
Miss Astor gives off a first im-| 
| pression that she’s on the show to 
|help some young kids get a start. 
| Unaffected, plain-talking and warm- 
|ly sympathetic, she registers solidly. 
|She is a definite radio personality 
and some of the others would do 
well to stencil her technique. 
‘Showcase’ is no different from 


| Eastman, Ted DiCorsia. Louis Van 


| Larry Robinson and Jackie Grimes, 





many another exposition of talent-| 
gone-begging. Those successful au- 
ditioners who appear are paid talent. 
This week’s roundup failed to un- 
cover any sleepers although Norman 
MacDonnel, dramatic actor, won the 
|jury’s vote for the second time. He 
sounds promising enough but won’t 
get far unless he’s sprocket material. 
The stock list of young males for air 
duty is too formidable for young 
upstarts. Miss Astor helped the iad | 
along by playing his vis-a-vis in a | 
nub skit of ‘Jane Eyre.’ 

Program is given a_ professional 
mounting and backup by Producer 
Russ Johnston and Lud Gluskin on 
the music. Tempo is smooth and no 
attempt is made at pretense. It’s put 
on as the modest package it is—-no 
fanfare, no bombast, a glove-fit for 
Miss Astor’s unassuming personality. 

Novel manner of picking a jury 
to determine the winners is the toss- 
ing of a dozen ping pong balls into 
the audience. Those who catch them 
serve on the panel. The foreman is 
some personality picked by the | 
agency or network, Irving Reis being 
the headman-in-the-box on _ this} 
| hearing. Plugeroos for Hudnut’s} 
| ‘marvelous’ face powder are smeared 
|rather than dabbed, with Miss Astor 
also on the make for trade. Piece 
is taking a trial spin on eight Coast | 
stations and will fan out if it does a/! 
selling job, which it should. 








} 
| 


Helm. 





|‘GOLD, IF YOU CAN FIND IT’ 
Audience Participation 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
- This is a half hour devoted to 
trifling items that are missing or 
wanted—a brass pig, a potato shaped 
like a cat or a dog, a mustache cup, | 
an old English playbill between 
1850-1860 bearing the name of John 
Barry. While the production effort | 
to invest the ‘treasure hunt’ with | 
|some dramatic values is workman- 
like the essential frivolity and un- | 
importance of the subjeet, the small, 
not to say petty, preoccupations of 
the dramatization cannot be dressed | 
up into anything exciting or worthy | 
of preservation on a network. As a| 
device for increasing the audience 
and sales prestige of Saturday morn- 
ing it seems distinctly sterile. 

Actual persons are brought to the 
studio to speak of the missing button 
off grandpa’s long coat and does 
anybody have one like it, circa 
Rutherford B. Hayes. One wistful 
lady sought a horse from a merry- | 
| go-round (they are quite easily 
| found in any Second Avenue antique 
| shop—Ed.) and CBS offered to pay 
| $20 but hastened to iterate and re- | 
| iterate that no carousel nags should 
| be shipped t> 485 Madison. All the | 
| program wanted was letters. And 
| that’s about all the program will get 
—letters. 

It’s a reductio ad absurdum of the 
audience participation cycle. A 
gigantic so-what. Land. 








‘MARRIED TO A GENIUS’ 
Dramatic 
30 Mins. 
BBC, London 

Unfortunate matrimonial 
of Sara, wife of Coleridge, plus the 


temperamental bearing of the poet 


Tx, 


venture 


| 


himself, would seem to lend read 
to sound dramatics. But this mil 
session (6) left one out in the c 
minus any fire and scripted in a 
manner which from the outset pre- 
cluded either pace or action. 
Method of reading Sara’s letters | 
was novel—a voice switch back and | 
forth between chronicler and char- 
acter as latter answers thoughts, 
questions—but completely out of 
harmony with the subject involved. 
It made a panorama out of something 
which yelled for pin-point dramatics. 
Dialog interludes were held ‘to a 
minimum—the narrator reads of an 
incident and one, or perhaps two, | 
of its principals, tell how it all came 
about. Result was something that+ 
| promised lots but served a flat drink. 
Cecil Trouncer caught as ‘Mr. 
Poole,’ chronicler of the Coleridge 
family, with Thea Holme voicing as 
the saddened Sara. She achieved 
splendid vocal contro] in transition 
Other players 
were restricted in scope. ‘ 


Low 

ny 

7 
piu, 


i 


{to lean days as a youngster trying 


|} thrown out on my second chorus.’ 


|in my imagination.’ 


| Miss 


} downs at various film studios, etc., 


| sustainer, 


} hour with 
| was it on that foolish ‘high cerebral’ 


|} read or re-read—seemed achieved. 


| years in an asylum. 


|fact that Miss Hayes was 
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‘My Client Curley,’ the whimsy 
about a caterpillar that aroused raves 
and talk when first produced by 
Norman Corwin, was performed last 
Friday (11) on CBS by the Campbel] 
Playhouse. Directed by George 
Zachary, it was converted into a 
starring vehicle (Everett Sloan did it 
originally) for Fred Allen, supported 
by such radio. personalities as 
Beatrice Kay, John Brown, Car] 


Rooten, Arthur Elmer, Joseph Julian, 


the latter a hip-high boy vet of radio 
trouping. The Campbell presentation 
was pleasant enough and Allen did 
a straight actor job that was sur- 
prisingly legit and good. But some- 
where along the line, either in the 
pacing or in the shifted emphasis 
from a disingenuous novelty into a 
ballyhooed stunt for Allen, et al., 
something of the original flavor 
escaped. It didn’t help at all that the 
ASCAP situation made the key song 
‘Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby’ unavail- 
able. ‘My Bonnie Lies Over the 
Ocean’ was hardly a suitable substi- 
tute. At other points the cramping 
choice of available music could also 
be sensed. 


Ernest K, Lindley, newspaper col- 
umnist acting as moderator in the 
absence (vacationing) of Ted Granik 
on Mutual’s ‘American Forum,’ pulled 
up short when one of the speakers 
sarcastically cracked that ‘Congress 
would learn of war-like steps of the 
Roosevelt administration through a 
Walter Winchell advance tip.’ Said 
Granik: ‘If we are to flog columnists, 
don’t confine it to one.’ Senator 
Clark of Idaho replied: ‘There are 
columns and columns. Yours (Lind- 
ley’s) is a good one,’ Lindley re- 
plied: ‘Thank you, Senator, I worked 
hard to get that.’ 

Incidentally, Lindley was ‘re- 
buked’ at one point for asking what 
his rebuker thought to be a leading 
question. He laughingly asked 
Lindley whether ‘you are joining in 
this argument’ or acting as mod- 
erator. Lindley, who proved a cap- 
able radio moderator on the whole, 
declared he put the question to 
clarify a point. 


Eddie Cantor alternated between 
the serious and the comic in an ap- 
pearance with 13-year-old Olive Ma- 
jor on ‘We, The People.’ Cantor re- 
ceived a whistling reception on in- 
troduction by Gabriel Heatter as ‘my 
old friend, you have been famous as 
a star for many years but also fa- 
mous for discovering unique talent.’ 
(Deanna Durbin, Larry Adler and 
Miss Major named). Cantor alluded 


to make a start in show business, 
and his determination then to ‘help 
kids get a break’ when he had 
clicked. Comedian drew a big laugh 
with remark tuat he had ‘introduced 
open toed slippers to the East Side,’ 
and another reference to ‘getting 


He dreamed of playing the Palace 
and winning success there—but ‘only 


First show business job was ‘like 
pennies from heaven’ and the ‘pay’ 
was about the same. It was Gus 
Edwards, continued Cantor, who 








really started him—‘gave me a job | 
in his new show.’ As the continuity 
developed into the introduction of | 
Major and how Cantor had | 


hired her after heart-breaking turn- 


the dynamic comedian jestingly in- | 
terjected that his program would be 
heard the following night ‘on an- 
other network—see your local paper 
for time and station identification.’ 





‘Invitation to Learning,’ Columbia’s 
started a spring series 
with a down-to-earth discussion of 
Mark Twain’s ‘Huckleberry Finn.’ 
This was not a tuner-out, as VARIETY 
reported the previous week’s half- 
Bertrand Russell. Nor 


plane of snobbish affectation reached 
on a number of other broadcasts. 
For the most part, the critics kept 
their eruditior within reasonable 
bounds, although at one point they 
started to tee off on Homer and at 





another on William James Discus- | 
sion of high points in the Mississippi 
River story. quotations from it, and 
evocation of a distant pleasant era | 
were such that the purpose of the 
progran to encourage listeners to 





Henry Hull guested Sunday (13) 


| night with Helen Hayes in Philo Hig- 


ley’s adaptation of ‘Bill of Divorce- | 


iment.’ He gave a pliant and steadily | 


believable performance as the father 
who has returned home sane after 
However, the 
was chiefly notable for the 

provided 
with a suitable vehicle for the first 
time in many weeks. Play was dras- 
tically altered in adaptation, but af- 
forded the actress several strong dra- 
matic scenes and extensive emotional 
scope, which she handled superbly. 
Musical background. with piano em-| 
phasized. helped. Program originated | 
in New York, as Miss Hayes’ current | 
touring legiter, ‘Twelfth Night,’ was 
laying off the latter half of Holy 
Week 


program 








ing 


isten to WOR dur 


ihe late evening than to any other 


radio stat 


More people | 


comparative 
Our 


. 


WOR will be glad to send any agency time- 
buyer or advertiser the Crossley survey which 


supports this statement with 
address is 1440 Broadway, in New York. 


program and station rankings. 


New York 
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will become secretary for Dick Voy- 
now, radio director of the Ward 
Wheelock agency, New York. 
Robert E. Shelby named develop- 
ment engineer of NBC. He succeeds 
R. M. Morris, who joined the firm’s 
radio-recording division. George M. 


| boy and more recently spieler with 

| WFIL and WIP, joins the WDAS an- 

| nouncing staff. He replaces Bob 

| Knox who left to join staff of 
| WRAW, Reading. 

| Morris Schulson is pinch-hitting 
for Nathan Fleisher on WDAS Jew- 





Payroll Traffic 





Hartford—Paul Morency of WTIC| 
has upped Paul Lucas to newly) 
created post of production manager. | 


i 3 i y i , KMY rithi ding W. A. R. Brown, who re- 
dded to the production department | Wesr as Radio News Editor. He’s| Denver—KMYR set to open within | cee ; 
t Fred Wade. Sermo sete an- | from United Press. two weeks. Added to staff are Mark | signed to take a +. with the RCA 
nouncer, Wade's post is being filled | Screiber, formerly KLZ, to handle | central frequency bureau. 
by Phil Becker. | Denver — Elmer Fondren, of sports and special events; John M. 





San Antonio—Jack Copeland has| tion director of KLZ, 


been named program director of sta- 
tion KABC at the same time C. J. 
Feike has been appointed to the an- 
nouncing staff. 





Fort Worth—KGKO’s Thaine En- 
gle, assistant publicist, became 2 
draftee and Milton Atkinson was 


transferred from continuity assist- | Pensacola. 





=: 


WAL 


90,000 WATTS 














nave 
known, 
best-liked 
station 


in the 

world's 

largest 
“market 


Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information about 
WABC, one of the sixteen 
CBS $0,000 waft. stations. 








antship to fill this vacancy. Jean| ish newscasts. Latter 
Fisher Campbell fills continuity spot. Northern Liberties Hospital. 
Other station newcomer is Robert} 





KGGM, Albuquerque, now promo-| Foster, from the C. F. Cusack agency; 
| Robert L. Bissell from the Denver 
| News; Jack Gertz, newspaper man, 
New London, Conn.—Ray Edwards assisting with publicity, and William 





replaced Frank Boone on WNLC an-| E. Bradford, Jr., from KYAN Chey- 


nouncing staff. | enne, as engineer. 








| 
Minneapolis—Lee Potter, WCCO | Spartanburg, 8S. C.—Roger Shaffer 
salesman, departs from the station has joined stations WORD and WSPA 
May 1 to join the Navy Air Force at! as assistant manager. Formerly with 
He'll be replaced by wMBD, Peoria, end KYW and 
Robert Buechner, brother of the Ted w BBM, Chicago. 
Bates’ agency's _ vice - president,’ named WSPA woman's editor. 
Thomas. | 
| San Luis Obispo, Cal.—Larry Lan- 
Philadelphia—Willard Botts, WIP sing now staff announcer at KVEC. 
engineer, resigned last week to enlist} From KHJ, Hollywood, 
in the U.S. Army Signal Corps. John | 
Paul Weber, gabber, now at Fort; New York.—Alice Smart, formerly 
Bragg, N. C. | oe the Pepper agency and pre- 
Joe Novenson, former NBC page! viously secretary for Noel Coward, 


From The Production Centres 

















Doolittle of WDRC, Hartford....Bob Hanon, Paul Kapp’s singing boy, has 
a CBS schedule. ..first following his pinch-hitting period for Lanny Ross. 

A. K. Spencer, in charge of production and talent buying for J. Walter 
Thompson, hastrained out to the Coast with Hector Calvin Kuhl 
for the opening of Old Gold’s show with Tommy Riggs on the CBS Pacific 
network. Kuhl will be the program’s regular producer. 

NBC has under consideration half-hour scripted by Ed Birnmeyer for 
Russell Swann, magician currently at Hotel Warwick. Titled ‘How’s 
Tricks?’ show is on wax for prospective sponsors. May go on as sustainer 
in meantime....Show would personalize Swann’s rabbit, Gus, making of 
him a sort of Jiminy Cricket who hops out of hat to sass trickster from 
time to time. Orchestra, vocalist, and weekly guest star would be utilized. 
...-.Radio editors in various vicinities (including one on N. Y. sheet) still 
showing resentment at p.a. team of Davis and Lieber for bit of copy they 
received from latter recently....Team, which handles Benny Goodman 
among other accounts, sent out item to effect that Eddy Duchin would 
join the Goodman band. Copy was slugged ‘To be used April 1,’ pub- 
licists thinking editors would understand it to be April Fool’s Day stunt. 
However, several scribes used it, and were immediately showered with 
denials from many sources.... 





IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Jim and Marion Jordan this week celebrate the sixth anniversary of 
| ‘Fibber McGee and Molly.’ Jordans originally came to radio in 1924 but 
| after a short whirl gave it up as not for them and went back to vaude- 
| ville. Seven years later they were ‘rediscovered’ and have been on air 


| ever since....Bing Crosby doesn’t go calling on the other feller’s program | 
very often so it’ll be a red letter event with Alec Templeton Friday.... | 
| Silver Theatre calls it a season Sunday (20) with Myrna Loy the closing | 


attraction....NBC’s C. W. Horn checking up on the chain’s properties 
along the coast....Hal Block taking a Florida breather before swapping 
| his mufti for a suit of olive drab....John B. Hughes, Don Lee newscaster, 


came down from Frisco to make a talk on ‘The Pacific Peril’ for Greek | 


war relief....Wayne Griffin is back from New York so the Hollywood 
| Producers Club were back in their meeting hall this week....Eddie Davis 
| inked a 13-week deal to write the comedy spot on Chase & Sanborn for 
Abbott znd Costello....Ken Niles took a five week deal to announce Bob 
Hawks’ ‘Take It or Leave It’ ag far east as Denver....Kate Smith and Ted 
| Collins just plain tourists this trip. They passed a coupla days at Cata- 
| lina Island and then took an air jaunt for a look at the Grand Canyon.... 
| Frankie Graham, who plays all the characters on Columbia’s ‘Nightcap 


| Yarns,’ asked his listeners if they liked the show and would they vote for | 


| its continuance. Within ‘a week the KNX mail clerks counted 10,068 

replies, all favorable, an all time high for the station, with or without 
| giveaways... .Russ Johnston directed a test audition of Parkyakarkus and 
| Billy Gilbert in a dialect comedy serial at KNX....Victor Young swings 
| the stick on the Tommy Riggs Coast regional for Old Gold, his first air 


| job in some months. ...Lewis Allen Weiss trained east for another Mutual 
| sitting with Ascaper’s. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


Pierre Andre filling in as commersh spieler on the ‘Wings of Destiny’ 
| show while Cleve Conway takes a three-week rest and Franklyn Mac- 
| Cormack takes over the announcing job on the ‘Dog House’ program for 
| two weeks while Charles Lyons vacashes....Radio performer Juliet 
Forbes slated to marry non-pro Carl Hess this week....Marx Hartman 
added to Chi NBC spieler staff, replacing Walter Hagen, Jr., who exits, and 
| Dick Noble comes up from WAVE, Louisville, to become an NBC an- 
| nouncer here. 
| Norman Ross is making a series of recorded comment to be used with 
| record music by the Falstaff Brewing Co. Sherman K. Ellis is the agency 
on the account... Discs are being waxed by NBC recording division here. 

Radio script editor of Knox Reeves Advertising, Inc., Minneapolis, Eliza- 
beth Reeves now blossoms out with a novel, ‘A House for Emily’ (Farrar 
& Rinehart). Mrs. Reeves’ second book, ‘Sweet Are the Days,’ is in prep- 
aration for October publication. 

Fritz Blocki set as producer for new strip show tagged ‘Treasure Island’ 


through Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency....Gene Filip moves from the | 


Chicago Tribune editorial department to the WGN news room....WGN 
Talent Division is handling Charlene Kerr, new singer, who until two 
weeks ago was checkroom girl at the Ambassador hotel’s Buttery room 


weer Three members of the WIND engineering staff joining U. S. military 


forces; chief engineer Kenneth Shirk, Navy lieutenant, going to Canal 


_Zone to conduct experiments in under-water sound transmission, while 


Clark Hood and Claude Tinderlake join the army....Rambli’s Red Foley 
back on WLS shows after picture date for Monogram in the Tex Ritter 


‘picture, ‘The Pioneers’....Curt Roberts has new WLS three-a-week tagged 


‘The Scene Changes’....Shirley Snyder, daughter of WLS v.p., and man- 
ager Glenn Snyder, in show biz as member of the Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
now in the Edgewater Beach hotel’s Marine Room. 


is ailing at 


Mrs. L. W. Murray | 


Nixon, formerly of the development 
group, is promoted to the post of as- 
sistant development engineer, suc- 








Regina, ‘sask.—Trevor Beggs, new 
spieler at CJRM, Regina, replacing 
Joe McKinnon, now with the Royal 
| Canadian Air Force. 





Louisville—Bob Kay, from WTAX, 
Springfield, O., has joined the WAVE 
announcing staff, replacing Dick 
Noble, who goes to NBC, Chicago. 





San Francisco—Jack Bennett hes 
been appointed announcer for the 
Pacific beam of the General Electric 
short wave station, KGEI, broadcast 
from 3:30 to 9 a.m. daily. He formerly 
handled the Musical Clock programs 
on KPO. 





Boston.—-Fred Cusic, Northeastern 
University athlete, has joined WCOP 
as sports announcer, with daily pro- 
grams, 6:15-6:30 p.m. Cusick holds 
varsity letters in football, baseball 
and hockey, and will be graduated 
in June from N. U. 





Albany.—Ed Bailey is a new an- 
nouncer at WOKO. 








WAEC sales department, to salesman 
post in Radio Sales division of CBs. 

Ruth Drake, formerly with Pedlar 
& Ryan, has joined the radio com. 
mercial department of Benton & 
Bowles. 

Richard Dorf joined announcing 
staff of WOR's FM siation, W7INY, 
replacing Len Sterling, who was 
moved to the WOR staff. Dorf wes 
formerly announcer at WNYC and 
other New York stations. 

Stuart Buchanan, who comes from 
the Coast and more recently did a 
brief stretch at WOV, New York, has 
been added to CBS’ program service 
department. He replaces Dick 
Voynow, who is now with the Ward 
Wheelock agency. 

Gordon Lloyd of WMCA has 
joined sales staff of WNEW. 


ene 


WSYR’s Musical Advisor 


Syracuse, April 15, 
br. Nicnolas Gualillo, conductor 
of the Syracuse Symphony orchestra, 
has been named musical adviser of 
WSYR. 

He heads the musical staff whick. 
includes Victor Miller, Fred Jeske 
and Charles E. Thomas, pianists, and 
Lansing Lindquist and Terese John- 
son, organists, 








—_— 








FAIRMONT 


A Fort Industry Market 


























KRNT announcer, has resigned to | 
join the Fred Weber Transcription | 
Co., where he will write shows and | 
handle transcription productions. | 

Yankton, S. D.—Betty Jean Bates, | 
former hillbilly girl singer with | 
KSO, Des Moines, Iowa, has joined | 
WNAX, Yankton, S. D. WNAX and | 


| KSO are part of the Cowles’ chain. 











Fort Wayne.—Carl Erickson an-| 
|nouncing at WOWO-WGL. From 
| Vincennes, Ind. 





San Antonio.—Ray Berch is new 
control room engineer at KTSA. 





Nashville. — Virginia McDonald is 
new voice behind Cain Sloan‘s per- | 
sonal shopper, ‘Jane Dalton,’ on 
WSI. Replaces Jane Allen, who mar- 
ried last week. Charles Birch has 
|also been added to WSIX engineer- 
| ing staff. He’s from Sparta and has 
| worked for WHUB. 
| organist, is another addition to WSIX 








| 


St. Leuis.—Mrs. 
| hear, author of ‘Land We Live In,’ | 
dramatic series over KMOX, has 
| joined the station as director of 
| educational programs. She succeeds | 
| Harriett Edwards who held the post | 
|for four years. 

| Guy Runnion, 
|director at WKY, Oklahoma 
| has joined gabbing staff at KMOX. 





| Hartford—Allyn Corris, for two 
years head of the announcing and 
music staffs of WIS, Columbia, S. 
C., last week joined WTIC spieling 
roster. Corris hes played with Joe 
| Haymes and Bob Crosby dance 
bands, 

Charlotte, N. C.—Olin Tice, for- 
merly with WIS in Columbia, S. C., 
has joined the WBT staff. William 
Winter, for several years news an- 
alyst for WBT and southern educa- 
tion director for CBS, leaves next 
week for San Francisco where he 
will be heerd as news analyst for the 
Pacific Coast network for, CBS over 
KSFI. 





| Asheville, N. C.—Caldwell Cline, 
formerly with WBT, Charlotte: 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C., and 
WIS, Columbia, has joined announc- 
ing staff of WWNC here. 





tions WORD and WSPA, honored at 
‘special luncheon by Spartanburg 
| Kiwenis Club. 





New York City.—John M. Carney, | 


| formerly with General Amusement 
| Corp. and Music Corp. of America, 


Oooo a 

Chicago.-—Gordon Wiggin, formerly 

IN NEW YORK cITY eee of the staff of KOY, Phoenix, Ariz., 

7 Bill Kostka, wife and one son off for a week visiting Civil War battle- | has been shifted to the sister station, 
field, a hobby of the NBC press chief..,.Fox Case of KNX, L. A., in and| WLS, here. Will also handle mer- 

out of town last week....CBS director of engineering, E. K. Cohan, will | chandising and sales promotion for | 

summer on his cruiser, The Electron, in Manhasset Bay again....his | KOY. 

marine station, W-E-K-C, frequently tunes in private crafts of three other | 

radio engineers, Van Dyke of RCA, O. B. Hanson of NBC and Franklin Des Moines—Don Parker, KSO- | 


Frank. Bobo, 


| 

| 

staff. ‘ | 
| 

} 


Ellen Lee Bras- | 


recently program 
City, | 


Walter J. Brown, operating Sta- | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


has joined the sales staff of WINS, | 


| New York. 


the publicity staff of CBS as a writer. 
E. Schuyler Ensell, formerly a| 


| 
! 
Arthur Chapman, Jr., has joined | 
| 








Give your sales a 
Big League bat- 
ting average on 
the station that 
serves the Mo- 
nongahela Val- 
ley. Radio sales 
with a Socko! 























|time buyer for B.B.D.& O, and more | gy 


recently with International 
| Sales, 


with sales staff of WABC, New | 
| York. 


Beverly M. Middleton, of the | 


Radio | i 





| 
| 
| 
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RADIO ADS IN LATIN PAPERS 


New Procter & Gamble Schedule OpATHICHTING. OF. Inside Stuff —Radio 

















‘Tentative new schedule of Procter & Gamble programs, effective 


April 28, is as follows: 
NBC 


‘Road of Life’ (Chipso).......Mon.-Fri., 
‘Mary Marlin’ (Ivory Snow)..Mon.-Fri., 


(Goes to Benton & Bowles, 
July 1) 


‘Guiding Light’ (white naptha).Mon. 
‘Lone Journey’ (Duz, Dreft)...Mon. 


YANK HORT WAVE 


RED 

10:45 a.m.—Pedlar & Ryan 

11:00 a.m.—Compton Rockefeller Inter -America 
Committee Helps Work 
Out Cooperative Institu- 


tional Copy and Its Place- 


-Fri., 
-Fri., 


11:15 a.m.—Compton 
11:30 a.m.—Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert 





"The O’Neills’ (Ivory)...... .--Mon.-Fri., 12:15 a.m.—Compton ment 
‘Against the Storm’ (Ivory)...Mon.-Fri. 3:00 p.m.—Compton 
‘Ma Perkins’ (Oxydol)........Mon.-Fri, 3:15 p.m.—B-S-H 
‘Pepper Young’ (Camay)......Mon.-Fri. 3:30p.m.—P. & R. NO TRADE-MARKS 
‘Vic and Sade’ (Crisco).......Mon.-Fri. 3:45 p.m.—Compton 
*Knickerbocker Playhouse’ (Drene).Sat., 8:00 p.m.—Kastor 
(May go off for summer) , ; : 
eTruth or Consequences’ (Ivory)...Sat., 8:30 p.m.—Compton Pian is underway for radio set 
(Probably continues through manufacturers in the U.S. to jointly 
summer ) . finance the printing of logs of short- 
CBS wave news broadcasts in advertis- 
‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ (Ivory).Mon.-Fri., 1:00 p.m.—Compton ing space in Latin American papers. 
‘Woman in White’ (Camay)...Mon.-Fri., 1:15p.m.—P. & R. Complaints have been received by 
(Slated to shift from Camay Yank stations of confusion about 
to Oxydol and move over times of the 22 daily news airings 
to B-S-H) beamed south. 
‘Right to Happiness’ (Crisco).Mon.-Fri., 1:30 p.m.—Compton Advertising will be strictly insti- 
‘Road of Life’ (Chipso-repeat).Mon.-Fri, 1:45p.m.—P. & R. tutional in nature. It will carry 
‘Mary Marlin’ (Ivory-repeat).Mon.-Fri., 5:00 p.m.—Compton under the listing of broadcasts no 


(Goes to P. & R., July 1) 
‘The Geldbergs’ 
(Changes to Duz and Comp- 

ton, July 1) 
‘The O’Neills’ (Ivory-repeat)..Mon 


‘Those We Love’ (Teel)..... ..Monday, 


(May gv off for summer) 





(Revised schedule apparently leaves no room for four current 
P. & G. serials, which thereupon go off April 26, at least temporarily. 
They include ‘Kitty Keene’ (Dreft—B-S-H), ‘Houseboat Hannah’ (Lava 


soap—B-S-H), ‘This Small Town’ 
(Oxydol—B-S-H). 


(Oxydol)....Mon.-Fri., 


Arch Oboler’s 
B-S-H) went off with the April 4 show.) 


other identification than that it is 
placed by the Radio Manufacturers 
Association of U.S.A. Times of Nazi 
and Fascist news broadcasts are 
similarly advertised in S.A. papers, 
but with coin provided by the Ger- 
man and Italian governments. 

Rockefeller Committee on South 
American Relations is cooperating 
in getting this plan underway and 
will work with the agency placing 
the copy. 

This will prevent 
| Papers lined up with Axis. It will 


5:15 p.m.—B-S-H 


Fri, 5:30 p.m.—Compton 


8:00 p.m.—Kastor 


‘Man I Married’ 
(Oxydol— 


(Duz—Compton), 
‘Everyman’s Theatre’ 








Edgar Lee Masters As 
Himself in Soap Tale 
‘Against the Storm’ 


Edgar Lee Masters will appear on 
‘Against the Storm’ next week, play- 
ing himself and reeding some of his 
‘Spoon River Anthology’ verses. San- 
dra Michael will also write him into 
the script for periodic future dates. 

Believed the first time Procter & 
Gamble has had a ‘guest star’ playing 
himself on any of its shows. 








MEXICAN ON WRUL, BOSTON 





Aldana to Broadcast 


Shortwave Series on 


Fernando 
Fridays 





Fernando Aldana, Mexican jour- 
nalist, will broadcast through WRUL, 
Boston shortwave to Latin America, 


starting April 18. Will do 15 minutes | 


at 7:45 each Friday night, using 
comment and interviews in Spanish. 


Will remote from New York City | 


to land wire to Boston transmitter. 











More Power 


For You 


NOW 


DAY AND WIGHT 


9000 


WATTS 


0 ADVANCE IN PRICES 
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WFeaM 


National Representatives 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 





supplement the Committee’s travel 
advertising, which is likewise being 
exclusively placed in ‘the right’ 


DON FRANCISCO MOVES; |<: 
RICHARDSON LIAISON 


| | Sift and Grade Dept. 


Buffalo, April 15. 


At the suggestion of a member of | 
the Government that the private | ‘Program planning committee’ has 
een set up from WEBR’s staff to 


|broadcasters operating shortwave | b 
| radio stations should appoint an in- | collect ideas, put a price on them 
dividual liaison man between them- | and submit them to sales department. 


| selves and the Government the job| pete Krug, production man, clears 
lin gone to Stanley P. Richardson, | the jdeas. 











in recent years a secretary and as- | 


ads going to| 





| Contract between KSFO, San Francisco, and Columbia expires Dec. $1, 
1941, and whether that station or Ralph Brunton’s KJBS will have the 
CBS affiliation after that date will depend on which gets the nod from 
| the Federal Communications Commission on the dual plea for 50,000 watts 
) cn 740 k.c. CBS has a deal with both stations and is now sitting on the 
| fence waiting for the FCC to hand down a decision. 

| Brunton already has an okay for 740 plus 5,000 watts day and night and 
,he is now asking for 50,000 watts, while KSFO is not only opposing such 
| grant but is asking for both 740 k.c. and 50 kilowatts for itself. 


Report has been current in the ad agency field during the past week 
that Colgate-Palmolive-Peet was clearing the way for another switch in 
its account. The loser, it is said, will be the Ward Wheelock agency and 
the gainer, the Ted Bates agency. . 

When C-P-P took its business away from Benton & Bowles Jan. 1 
Wheelock got the Palmolive brand and Bates part of the Colgate outlay. 
Rest of the Colgate outlay. Rest of the Colgate advertising is held by 
Sherman & Marquette, 5f Chicago. 





NBC-blue sales execs have obtained copies of some of the data that 
Mutual has included in its latest presentation and will make an answer to 
it within a month without referring directly to the other network. The 
blue’s new presentation will deal particularly with the coverage that will 
be available to clients when station substitutions are made in the Pitts- 
burgh and Baltimore areas. : 

Stockholders of Columbia Broadcasting System are voting today 
(Wednesday) on the 6% additional compensation proposal for leading 
executives at the annual meeting of the corporatin. They also have been 
asked to pass on the plan for an independent public accountant plan for 
auditors. In addition, stockholders will elect seven Class A directors and 
seven Class B directors. 








Earle Anderson, who is the new president of WMCA, New York, has 
been with Edward Noble for years as a financial assistant. He continues 
this relationship at the station, being, like the Lifesaver manufacturer 
himself, a novice in radio. Noble now occupies the old Donald Flamm 
layout at WMCA, with Anderson adjacent. Donald Shaw, as general man- 
ager, actually is running the station. 





Pittsburgh’s oldest radio commentator, Dr. A. R. Cratty, 77, known pro- 
fessionally as Jim Jab, will retire at the end of this week, making his last 
broadcast Saturday night (19). For last four years Dr. Cratty has been 
reminiscing about his 60 years in sports for Joe Tucker’s Sports Slant show 
on WWSW, and admits it’s getting to be a little too much for him now. 





Within two weeks Ralph Atlass’ station, WJJD, Chicago, has received 
four individual citations and awards for public service. Recognition was 
received from the Peabody Committee, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the National Youth Administration and the American Legion. 





Lew Valentine, after two and a half years as ‘Dr. I. Q.’ over the ether 
lanes and in theatres, last week left the combo in Seattle due to series of 
misunderstandings, he says. Valentine spent the weekend in Los Angeles 
and heads soon for New York. 





Jack Shook, Missouri Mountaineers leader, rushed from WSM. Nash- 
ville, to his home when told his three-year-old daughter tumbled off a 
70-foot cliff on his farm. When rushed to hospital by her father, doctors 





found her only injury was fright and she was merely ‘shaken up.’ 








sistant to Joseph E. Davies. He gets 
ltitle ‘co-ordinator of international | 
| broadcasting’ of the six companies in | 
that field domestically. The move is 
|described as the mobilization of | 
| America’s most powerful shortwave 
| stations for national defense and the 





|co-ordination of international good- | 
will, and the companies involved ere 
| NBC, CBS, General Electric, West- 
|inghouse, World Wide (WRUL, Bos- 
'ton) and Crosley (WLWO, Cincin- | 
nati). These represent nine short- | 








|wavers from Coast to Coast with a | 
| total of 450,000 watts. 
After serving 16 years with the AP | 
| Richardson quit to become confiden- 
tial secretary to Davies, then Russian 
| embassador, and has been with him 
fever since. His last post was as 
'executive assistant to Davies when 
| the latter was appointed chairman of | 
| the President’s Committee on War 
| Relief Agencies. | 
| Following return to private busi- 
iness of James W. Young his post as 


director of the communications divi- 
sion of the Nelson Rockefeller com- 
| mittee on Latin-American Cultural 


relations is being filled by Don Fren- 
lesico, $l-a-year man who has spent 
past three months in a radio inspec- 
tion trip of South America. Fran- 
cisco has been coordinator of the 
radio part of this work since leaving 
Lord & Thomas. 

His assistent, Guy Hickok, ex-NBC, 
will carry on but sans the Francisco 
title. Hickok is a regularly salaried 
employe. Hickok working in New 
York, will continue to report to) 
Francisco, who moves to Washington. | 





Transradio May Reopen 
An Office in Boston 


Boston, April 15. 

Although Transradio Press Service 
switched its New England headquar- 
| ters in January to WTIC, Hartford, 
with Thomas Eaton in charge, Trans- 
radio may return to Boston. 

Meantime, Fred Cottesman, direct- | 
ing City News Bureau, is local corre- | 
spondent. 


on 560 
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Welch’s Irene Rich Series (NBC) 
On Wax for Added WMCA Airing 





BRITISH AMERICAN OIL 





Montreal, April 15. 





ped daily sponsored 


BACK IN MONTREAL 


British-American Oil, which drop- 
newscasts 


A variety of new accounts, plus a| through Ruthrauff & Ryan, five five- | last seeson, is returning with half- 
generous sprinkling of renewals, |mintue programs weekly, ‘Sports| hour musical show, ‘B. A. Band- 


| wagon,’ over station CFCF. Built 


kept the Gotham story on the sunny 
side this past week. 


General Mills and Lever Bros. are 
slated to co-sponsor eleven of the 
Dodgers’ games; WNEW will air. 

The Irene Rich series, ‘Dear John, 
heard on the NBC blue Sunday 
nights will be aired via transcrip- 
tion on a repeat broadcast over 
WMCA effective today (16). Pro- 
gram, sponsored by 
Juice, will be heard from 7:30 to 7:45 
for a 15-week period. Sponsor also 
signed for a seven-week series of 
announcements on the same station. 

WHN: L. L. Gilbert & Co. (Air- 
In-Soles), through Feiner, Furman 
& Roberts, station-break announce- 
ments, 13-week contract; Carter 
Products, Inc. (Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills), through Street & Finney, sta- 
announcements, 17-week 
contract; Twin City Shellac Co. 
(Dan-Dee products), through Devine 
Advertising Agency, station-break 
announcements, 50-week contract; 
A. B. Campbell Carpet Cleaning Co., 
through Hal Salzman, daily quarter- 
hour periods of music, 
contract: Kellogg Co., through Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt, daily station-break 
announcements; Nedick’s, through 
Weiss & Geller, quarter-hour night- 
ly sports show featuring Bert Lee, 


and United Press news period seven | 


times weekly. 

WMCA: Sterling Products, Ince., 
and American Home Products, Inc., 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
renewal, two-hour daily 
programs, five days weekly, 52-week 
contract; Welch Grape Juice Co., 
through H. W. Kastor & Sons, week- 
ly quarter-hour transcribed program 
featuring Irene Rich, 15-week con- 
tract, and five one-minute = an- 
nouncements weekly, seven-week 
contract; Jacob Ruppert Brewery, 


Welch Grape 


nine-week | 


block of | 











More Power 


For You 


NOW 


DAY AND NIGHT 


9000 


WATTS 











NO ADVANCE IN PRICES 


ONLY BASIC CBS OUTLET IN INDIANA 





National Kepresentatives 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 





| Resume,’ featuring Bob Carter, and 
| 12-half-minute announcements week- 
lly, 26-week contract with renewal 
loption; Rex Cole, Inc. (refrigera- 
\tors), through Maxon, Inc., 10 one- 
jminute announcements weekly, 26- 
| week contract. 
| WNEW: Jacob Ruppert Brewery, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., 12 
lannouncements weekly, 52-week 
contract; The Dill Co. (Espotabs), 
through Herbert Slifer Advertising, 
five announcements weekly, 52- 
week contract; Pepsi-Cola  Co., 
through Newell-Emmett Co., renew- 
‘al, 30 announcements weekly, 52- 
week contract; General Mills 
(Wheaties), through Knox Reeves, 
and Lever’ Brothers’ (Lifebuoy), 
through Wm. Esty, eleven baseball 
games (Dodgers); Ex-Lax, Ine. 
through Joseph Katz Co., 12 an- 
nouncements weekly, 25-week con- 
tract; Joseph Hensler Brewing Co., 
through E. T. Howard Co., 18 half- 
minute announcements weekly, 26- 
week contract; New-Skin, through 
McCann-Erickson, quarter-hour pe- 
riod, three days weekly on ‘Make 
| Believe Ballroom,’ 13-week contract; 
‘Crawford Clothes, Inc., through Al 
Paul Lefton Co., quarter-hour pro- 
gram, three times weekly, 13-week 
contract; Kellogg Co. (Pep), through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, 10 announce- 
jments weekly, 13-week contract; 
Gang and Gang, Inc., renewal, 10- 
‘minute period on ‘Music Hall,’ five 
days weekly, 52-week contract. 
WOR: Transparent Cover Co. 
(Klear-Sight lampshade _ covers), 
through Reincke-Ellis-Younggreen & 
Finn, one-minute announcements, 
| 13-week contract; Kellogg Co. (All- 
Bran), through Kenyon & Eckhardat. 
station-break announcements, three- 


week contract. 
| 


| WQXR: Thomas Bread and Eng- 
|lish Muffins, through Merill Ander- 
json Co., renewal, 57 time signals 
weekly and one daily spot on 
| ‘Breakfast Symphony’ program, one- 
year contract; J. B. Williams Co. 
|(AquaVelva), through J. Walter 
|Thompson, renewal, two station 
|breaks daily, 13-week contract: 
| Welch Grape Juice, through H. W. 
| Kastor & Sons, 10 spot announce- 
|ments weekly, 13-week contract. 





Amusement Park Sponsors 
| WDRC’s Man-on- Street 


Hartford, April 15. 

Lake Compounce, Bristol] amuse- 
ment park and one-night stand, goes 
all-out for WDRC this season with 
an April 30-Sept. 15 contract top- 
ping any show sponsorship in Con- 
necticut. Spot, which opened Easter 
Sunday (13) with Tommy Reynolds 
band, will use WDRC’s man-in-the- 
street program weekly, ‘Strictly 
Swing’ turn-table session and nu- 
merous break blurbs. 
| 


| Julian Norton of Lake Compounce 
negotiated direct with J. Eric Wil- 
| liams on WDRC., 


| M. H. Williams, 


|of the 
' 





managing editor 
Worcester Telegram, com- 
mentator on ‘Beyond the News’ over 
'WTAG. 


from NBC Thesaurus platters. 
Shirriffs (Toronto), marmalade and 

| desserts, has bought 33 

for ‘Fun Parade,’ piped in from To- 


lronto via Cockfield-Brown agency. 
| Colgete-Palmolive-Peet (Heargerty 


Associates), following prolonged ne- 
| gotiations with CFCF, has taken 
the daily 6:15-6:25 p.m. newscast ad- 
vertising Supersuds and Odex. 





Sensation Cigarettes 
Extends Soldier's 
Quiz’ in New Eng. 





Boston, April 15. 





half-hours 


SEFSFSFFFSFFEOFFEFFSOFOFF OOH 














— 


Pooes 


Active National Accounts 


F+++ooese 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
American Can Co.........+-..roung & Rubicam................. 1, Hourg 
American Chicle Co..........Badger & Browning & Hersey.....Participa. 

tions 
Armstrong Cork (Quaker 
Rugs) ceaateeene ae econ eee BBD&O coor eer ee eects es casece eeneste Hours 
Axton-Fisher Tobacco Corp...Weiss & Geller. ...........eeeeees. 1, Hours 
Ne See re. Ws bk esa k p kos bo ancelnn bs 1, Hours 
Beech-Nut Packing...........Newell-Emmett ............ Announcements 
Blue Ribbon Books........... Northwest Radio...........+........5-Mins, 
Bunte Bros. Candy..........-» Presba, Fellers & Presba.,..Announcements 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale (Spur).J M. Mathes............+.+. Announcements 
Carnation Co...........esee0: NE, SENNOT ceed cececwe oe ta'eud an Vy Hours 
| Child Life Magazine........ Sg Se ree Tree Announcements 
Christian Science Monitor....A. W. Ellis...............e00.. Time Signals 
Chrysler Corp. (Modge)...... Ruthrauff & Ryan........... Announcements 
Cluett, Peabody (Sanforized 
DIOGUCIE) nc ccvccovvescoess Young & Rubicam. ..... 0... candies 14 Hours 
Cle Parisienne.........-.e+e. PROUT WORE TRACI eco ons 0050 rsdseces 5-Mins, 
Day & Night Water Heater Co.Hixson-O’Donnell .......... Announcements 
Dubble Bubble Gum......... Bes Ee UE ho viecdsneveoes0re Announcements 
ccs os cuales knee eee S08. TAB. ..4 nied acweae Saas Station Breaks 
Christian Feigenspan Brewing 
| (P.O.N. beer and ale)...... c. T. Howard...... eeoeees- Announcements 
Foster-Milburn (Doan’s Pills).Spot Broadcasting..........Announcements 
General Baking (Bond Bread).Newell-Emmett............+-- Time Signals 
Pe a eerie Blackett-Sample-Hummert... ...4% Hours 


John Barry's sustaining news com- | General Petroleum Corp. of 
ilmentaries titled ‘Frontline Head-| Calif. .......-. cece eeeeeeres Beith Be TUM... occas ows 
jlines’ went commercial over WBZ | Gilmore Oil Co...........++-. H. W. Kastor............. 
| yesterday (14), sponsored by the Na- | Gordon Baking............--+- Barton A. Stebhins......... 
tional Shawmut Bank of Boston and | Jests ......... ese ee cece ee eeee PRRs cachicdt tare seess 
placed through Doremus. Programs |Johnson & Johnson (Tek 
are heard Monday, Wednesday and | TOOENOEUENOSE): «once accsccss Ferry-Hanly ........ janes 


Saturday, 9-9:15 p.m. 
WAAB: Community Opticians, se- 





over WLLH, WSAR and WFEA) 
/preceding all home baseball games, 
| April 15-Sevt. 27, ‘Baseball Fans In- 
jterviews With Jerry O'Leary,’ 


through Commonwealth Advertising; | 


| Grover Show Shop, 2 100-word nar- 
|ticipations in WAAB news service, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, April 8- 
July 3, throuch Frank T. Day. Inc.: 
,Manhattan Soav, Inc. 


Mondays through Fridavs, April 28- 
July 18. through Franklin Bruck: 
Boston Evening Transcript, six 100- 
word participations in news service, 
April 6-10. direct; Beech-Nut Pack- 
ing Co. (Beech-Nut Gum), extension 


for 12 30-word cut-ins. Mondays 
through Saturdays, April 14-26, | 
through Newell-Emmett; Shubert 
Theatres, three 100-word participa- 
tions in news service, April 7-11, 


\through Harry M. Frost; P. Lorillard 
|Co. (Sensation cigarettes), extension 
\of contract for 13 30-minute pro- 
|grams, ‘The Soldier’s Quiz,’ May 10- 


|August 2 (also on WEAN, WICC; | 
|\WLLH, WSAR, WSPR. WLBZ, 
WFEA, WNBH, WTHT, WATR, 
WBRK, WNLC, WLNH, WRDO, 
WHAI, WCOU, WSYB), through 
Lennen & Mitchell; Dodge Motors, 
Chrysler Corp., 60 announcements. 
Mondays through Saturdays, April | 
}14-June 21, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 

| WNAC: Shell Petroleum Corp. | 
(Shell gasoline and motor oil), se- 
ries of 120 five-minute transcrip- 
tions, five times weekly, April 14- 


Sept. 26, through J. Walter Thomp- 
son; Wilbert Products, Inc. (Wil- 
bert’s wax), series of 156 transcrip- 
{tions of local news, May 26, 1941- 
|April 6, 1942, through W. I. Tracy, 
Inc.; Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co., 
|\260 30-word announcements, Mon- 


|days through Fridays, April 14, 1941, | 


|to April 10. 1942, through Benton & 
Bowles: Manhattan Soap, Inc. 
| (Sweetheart Soap), 60 30-word an- 
|nouncements. Mondays through Fri- 
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\days, April 28-July 18, and also se- 
ries of 12 participations {in ‘Musical 


Round-up,’ May 2-July 18, through | 


Franklin Bruck; Boston Evening 
Transcript, 12 one-minute announce- 
ments, April 6-11; Kellogg .Co. (All- 
Bran ) one-minute transcriptions 
daily in ‘Musical Round-up, April 
21-May 2, through Kenyon & Eck- 
harat; Beech-Nut Packing Co. 
(Beech-Nut Gum), 100-word daily 
announcements, April 14-26: Boston 
Fur Club, 18 five-minute programs, 
twice weekly, April 9-June 6. 
through R. B. Hawes: J. H. Cor- 
coran & Co. 18 participations in | 
|“Musical Round-up,’ April 15-26. 


|through Chambers & Wiswell: Im- 
periale Window Shades, Sydney 
Thomas Corp., nine 125-word par- 
ticipations, ‘Musical 
April 18-May 7, through Julian J. 
| Behr; Charles E. Hires Co. (root 
| beer), renewal of 26 announcements, 
|May 2-June 28, through 


|'mut Bank, renewal of 14 30-word 
announcements, April 21-May 6, 
through Doremus & Co.; Ward Bak- 
ing Co. (bread and cake), 312 an- 
/nouncements, four times daily, Apri! 
19, 
Ellis; Glavin-Brennan, Inc. (fur- 
riers), 20 30-word announcements, 
April 14-May 9, through Mina Lee 
Simons; National Bakers 


ries of 104 15-minute programs (also | 


(Sweetheart | 
Soap), series of 60 30-word cut-ins, | 


Round-Up,’ 


O'Dea, | 
|Sheldon & Canaday; National Shaw- | 


through Sherman K. |! 


Service | 


| Kellogg Co. (Kellogg’s Pep)...Kenyon & Eckharat....... 


...Chain Breaks 


. Announcements 


Announcements 
.Station Breaks 


.. Announcements 
.Announcements 


|Lehn & Fink (Hind’s Honey 

and Almond Cream)........ i. Me vcs ad eee ke eeee ae Participations 
| Longines-Wittauer Co......... Arthur ROseNOers... 6... sceess Time Signals 
Lord Calvert Beverages....... ee | ee ere Announcements 
1, Raeten Oe. ..0.. 6 <ccveces Lennen & Mitchell............ 10-Min. News 
Marlin Firearms (razor 

NG oes cs aap aes ede Re Craven & Hedrick......0.: Announcements 
May Oil Burners. ........-eeed Courtland Ferguson........... Participations 
John Morrell & Co........8:. Henri, Hurst & McDonald..... Participations 


Nash-Kelvinator ...++.Geyer, Cornell & Newell... 


New-Skin . ob 068506 6 co MEG MRITORIPOOREOR: 5 ic 60sec 
Oakite Products (Oakite 
NN an cidc's ss 4 Calkins & Holden 


Quaker State Oil......... 
Reid’s Ice Cream. 


Announcements, 
14 Hours 


ee ie 1; Hours 


.. Announcements 


Announcements 


.. Station Breaks 


Rockwood Co. (candy) ..Federal Adv...... ...Participations 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery ..Ruthrauff & Ryan...... .Announcements 
Shel] Gasoline................J3. Walter Thompson .Announcements 
Sweets Co. of America (Toot- me 
WO Oe) caseccntewepaeess es Biow Co.....Announcements, Participations 
Vano ......-.Boisford, Constantine & Gardner... .Partici- 
rs pations 
Walker Remedy Co........... Weston-Barnett ...........- Announcements 
Washington State Apples.....J. Walter Thompson .... Announcements 
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Sales.Fitzgerald Adv................ Time Signals 
| White Laboratories........... H. W. Kastor.:..cce ..... Announcements 
|'Wilson & Co. (Ideal Dog 
Ae. USPSA errr rr re ty. ee POs ss css ecccecess.. Weather Forecasts 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING 
TIME LAST WEEK 


RADIO 








Store City 
Eastern-Columbia Dept. Store..Los Angeles.......... 


(Hollywood Bread, Ce-Lect Baking | 
Co., 30-word announcements, 
March 27-June 10, through Harry M. 
Frost; R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
(Prince Albert tobacco), renewal of 


99 
ae 





| WCKY last week 


Time Purchases 
..Participations 


| WCKY Sets Two Deals 


| Cincinnati, April 15 


ify ’ err" started an in 
Passe ash ol ei ge ges | definite run of the e.t. ‘Betty and 
| through Tin Esty & Co : “’ | Bob’ dramatic series for French- 


| Bauer Dairy. Contr 


WEEI: Borden Co. 
cheese), renewal of one-minute an- 
nouncements on Food Fair, through 


| is heard five days a 
a.m. 





(cocktail | John Bunker agency, 


act through the 
local. Program 
week at 10:45 


Young and Rubicam; Beech-Nut Station also has a new commer- 
Packing Co. (food products, gum, |... : “ied 
- i a : |cial account for the Co-Operative 
confections, strained foods), renewal | ; i ’ 
, : | Training Schools, Cincy, to enrol! 
of evening time signals, through | : ‘ 3 
HO: ‘ . ; : students for welding courses. Using 
Newell-Emmett; Jordan Marsh Co., | “i 
: : 1a five-minute spot at 5 p,m., five 
evening announcements, through | down & eonle 
John C. Dowd; Rival Packing Co.| ~~ 
(Rival dog food), daytime war news . : : 
announcements, through Charles|_ KOL, Seattle, has sold Fulto 
Silver; Boston American, daytime | Lewis Mutual news broadcast to Wm 
announcements. direct | O. McKay, Ford dealers. 
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‘Lockheed Aircraft Plots 3-Week 
Campaign on KNX to Fill Jobs 





Los Angeles, April 15. 
All units hit the skids last week 


and 
low levels. There wasn’t a bright 
spot or cheering note anywhere 


along the line. 


| 


landed preceriously near the Local Reaches 6.6% —Hudson Cars 


} 


KNX took heart with a new piece | 


of business from Lockheed Aircraft, 
the first time in the station’s history 
that a company bought time for 
three consecutive weeks to solicit ap- 
plications for employment. News- 


papers were used extensively but | tionery Selene aeine on to ter teat 
apparently failed to bring the needed gains. 


help so radio was resorted to, 
KNX: Arrowhead-Puritas Water, 
26 quarter-hour periods, 
Lockwood - Shackelford; Southern 
Pacific Reilroad, 52 half-hour broad- 
easts of ‘All Aboard,’ through Lord 
& Thomas; Golden State Milk, 14 an- 
nouncements, through Ruthrauff & 
Rvan; Grayson’s Dresses, eight par- 
ticipations in Fletcher Wiley com- 
bination, through Torrey & Torrey. 
KHJ: Thriftee Outlet Co., 13 half- 
hour programs, ‘hrough United Adv.; 
Bost Toothpaste, 39 spots, through 
Erwin, Wasey; 
180 announcements, through Elwood 


Robinson; Reinier Brewing, 65 spots, | 


through Stodel Adv. 


' categories, puts the town on one of 
through | 


| Network gains still haven’t caught 


Mac’s Super Gloss, | 


KFI: Talbot Liquid Grow, 13 par- | 


ticipations in ‘Mirandy’s Garden 
Patch,’ through J. Russell Miller; 
Beech-Nut Beechies, 115 announce- 
ments, through Newell-Emmett. 

KECA: Beech-Nut Beechies, 86 
announcements, through Newell- 
Emmett; Pantages Theatre, 24 an- 
nouncements, through Milton Wein- 
berg. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
April12 April5 Change 
Network .. 12,774 13,087 —2.4 
0 errr 8,571 8,829 —2.9 
Nat} Spot.. 1,412 1,503 —6.1 
ee 22,757 23,419 —2.8 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KNX) 





MOTOR CONCERN 
TOP AIRERS IN 
SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, April 15. 

Victor Marava, of the merchandis- 
ing staff of KRGV, Weslaco visitor at 
KTSA over the weekend. 

Largest block of time sold to one 
spensor was chalked up here by the 
sales staff of station KABC, witff 40 
spots and a full-hour program sold 





to the Glen Foster Nash Co. for 
Saturday (12) opening day and three 
quarter-hour programs per week 


thereafter. 


Steady increase is noted in all de- 
partments, with new highs to be 
reached within the next few weeks. 

WOAI: Ex-Lax, through Joseph 
Katz, five announcements per week 
for 26 weeks: Plymouth Division of 


| 


| weeks, 
| | Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Apri-12 April5 Change 
Network .., 9,280 9,205 -+-0.8 
Local ...... 14,110 13,239 +6.6 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,851 4,597 +5.5 
Total ...... 28,241 27,041 +44 


| 





;months; Progressive magazine, 





the Chrysler Corp., through J. Stirl- | 


ing Getchell, 10 


United Drug Co., for Rexall, three 


quarter-hour transcribed programs; | 


Johnson & Johnson, for Tek tooth- 
brushes, through Ferry-Hanley, 25- 
word announcements, five per week 
for 175 times; Lehn & Fink, for 
Hinds 
through William & Co., 76 e.t. and 


live announcements; Beech-Nut 
Packing Co. through Newell- 
Emmett for Beechies, 12 e.t.’s per 


week for 13 weeks; Houston Milling 
Co, for* American Maid Flour, 
through Segall-Weedin, three quar- 


i 
announcements; 


Honey & Almond Cream, | 


ter-hour programs per week through | 


the Texas Quality Network for one 
year. 








Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Network 6,225 6,255 —O0.5 
Leeal ...... 8,715 9,577 4 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,734 1,650 +5.1 
| ee 16,674 17,482 —4A.6 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, | 


TSA, WOAI) 





Joseph Ries, WLW, Cincinnati di- 
rector of public service programs, 


Deaconess hospital April 9, a wee 
after undergoing an appendectomy. 
Boy got a similar operation. 


| 





| 


_up better than 6%, and national spot 





DETROIT UNITS REVIVE 


on WXYZ 








Detroit, April 15. 

Still showing a tendency to be | 
skittery, Detroit this week took a | 
marked gain after a week of stand- | 
still business. It is the most marked 
gain of the season, coming after 
weeks of steady improvement fol- 
lowed by weeks of remaining sta- 


Present lift, carrying through all 


the highest levels in many years, it 
was reported. Both local business, 


not far behind, were spread quite 
generally through the stations most 
benefiting by the business increase. 


up with last week’s skid. 





However, the units of local time 
now have soared over 14,000 for the 
six local stations, one of the peaks 
for general distribution. 

WXYZ: Hudson Motors, three an- 
nouncements daily, seven days, 13 











DENVER 26% 
UP LOCALLY 








Denver, April 15. | 

KFEL topped the sales picture | 
with several quarter-hour sales run- | 
ning three months and longer, while | 
KOA rang up a contract for 26 half- | 
hours, 
KFEL: Denver’ Representative 
Laundries, through Robertson 


agency, six newscasts weekly, three 


through Advertising Sales, 13 
quarter-hours; Pepsi-Cola, through 
Newell-Emmett, four announcements 
daily, six months; Paramount Clean- 
ers & Dyers, 52 spots; Public Service 
Co. of Colorado, two quarter-hours 





weekly, three months; Dr. Leo} 
Spears, 104 quarter-hours; Martha 
Washington Candy, 13 announce- 
ments. | 


KOA: Tivoli Brewing Co., through | 
Lane-Freiberger, 26 weekly half- | 
hours; S. H. Kress Co., 14 announce- 
ments; Mountain States Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., 14 station breaks and 
12 announcements; Weicker Transfer 
& Storage Co., through Robertson 
agency, 312 temperature reports over 
a year’s time; Cottrell’s Clothing Co., | 
through Robertson agency, 312 an- 
nouncements, six a week. 

KLZ: Crown Hill Cemetery Asso- 
ciation, through John Bodkin, four 
spots; Planter’s Nut & Chocolate Co., 
through Raymond R. Morgan, three | 
half-hours; Industrial Federal Sav- | 
ings & Loan Association, through ° 


Some of the more analytical 


tors think that the spot phase of the industry 
is fast heading for an unhealthy condition by 


the broadcasters’ practice of not limiting the 


amount of transcribed and 


ments on their schedules. Nat 


vertisers have for some time rarely made half 
|and quarter-hour unit buys but instead have 
increasingly resorted to the smallest unit avail- 
able, one minute, with the result that should 
business go bad broadcasters would be in a 
|| ticklish position in the matter of creative sell- 
‘ing. Because radio isn’t that kind of a medium 
April 12 April 5 Change | + ould be difficult to cite minute announce- 
ment campaigns as success stories. — 

Unhealthy angle, these critics point out, 1s 
being aggravated by the fact that national spot 


advertisers are more and more 


from long term use of radio and that local 
broadcasters, with marked short-sightedness, 
are encouraging this trend by opening up their 
was joined by his son James, 13. in| <-hedule constantly to take care of this in- 
| flow of transcribed announcements. 


lage station operator has shown 


| Adolph Coors 


other 


SALT LAKE STEADY | 


Units Maintain Fast Pace—Wasatch 


Oil on KSL | 








Salt Lake City, April 15. 
KDYL reports its highest national | 
spot level since last September, and | 
units generally are keeping up a 
speedy stride. 
KDYL: Chrysler Corp. through! 


| J. Stirling Getchell, 10 announce-, 


ments; Wesson Oil and Snowdrift. 
through Fitzgerald Agency, 312 | 
chain breaks; Cudahy Packing, | 


through Erwin, Wasey, 20 announce- | 
ments; Waltham Pens, through 
United Advertising, six announce-| 
ments and one five-minute program; | 


minute programs. 


KSL: Wasatch Oil Refining Prod- | 
ucts, 10-minute newscast, five days) 
per week, featuring Arthur Gaeth, | 
news commentator; Morrison Auto! 
Supply Co., 26 fifty-word announce- | 
ments; Merrion & Wilkins Wool| 
Auction, six five-minute spots week- | 
ly; Pullman Tailors, five-minute | 
daily sportscasts; Dupler Fur Co.,! 
five-minute spots; Salt Lake Furni- 
ture Dealers, fifty-word daytime | 
spots; Chandler Shoe Co., 10 fifty- 
word spot announcements; 
mount Baking Co., 
announcements; Flint Distributing | 
Co., daytime announcements; Chris- | 
tiansen Furniture Co., additional | 
spot time; I & M Rug, increased 
spot-announcement schedule; West- 
ern Air Express, additional spot an- | 
nouncements: Z.C.M.I. Department | 
Store, increased spot announce-| 
ments; Auerbach Department Store, | 
increased spot announcements: | 
Planter’s Peanuts, through Raymond 
R. Morgan Co., three half-hour eve- 
ning programs; Plymouth Motor Co., 
through J. Stirling Getchell, evening 
spot announcements; American 
Chicle Co., through Badger, Brown- | 
ing & Hershey, five one-minute an- | 
nouncements weekly; Lehn & Fink | 
Products Corp. (Hind’s Honey & Al-| 
mond Cream), through William Esty | 
Co., one-minute announcements 

KUTA: Fisher Baking _  Co.,, 
through Featherstone Advertising | 
Agency, 52 spot announcements; 15 | 
furniture stores participating in| 
daily quarter-hour program during} 
Furniture Week; Acme Paint Co., 
direct, 26 spot announcements; Suc- 
cess Tire and Rim, direct, 300 spot 
announcemenis; Ziniks Sporting 
Goods Co., direct, 130 quarter-hour | 
newscasts. 


Cliquot Club Blurbs 


Cliquot Club joins the minute an- 


Para- | 














|nouncement horde Monday (21) with 
'a 17-week campaign calling for two 


blurbs a day, five days a week. 


N. W. Ayer is the agency. 





McCann-Erickson, six quarter-hours; 
Co., through Mac- 
Gruder agency, seven weekly 10- 
minute sports reviews; United Drug 
Co., through Spot Broadcasting, 
three quarter-hours. 








[ ‘Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

April12 April5 Change 

Netwoik 8,220 8,175 +-0.6 
| Local ...... 4,778 4,656 +2.6 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,694 1,701 —0.4 
, . eeeren 14,692 14,532 +11 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, 

KVOD) 


Qverleaded With Announcements? 


slash up his scl 
long as he 1s pr 
s Few think 


station opera- 


their schedules, 
an aloof policy 
but create a 

agencies and s 


announce- 
ional spot ad- 


big void on the 


don’t curb 


getting away 
been overdone | 


The aver- 


a readiness to vading quiet of 


jat KARK, 
| shipped here. 


of 


reputation 
ponsors that will in due time 
make it deserving of half and quarter-hour na- 
tional spot programs. 

What the critical 
likes least about this plethora of transcribed | SP0ts:; Read Drug Stores, p.m. spots, 
spot announcements is that it is the sort of 
business that can stop over night and create a 


Morton Salt Buys 


Time on KSFO 


Via ‘Housewives Protective League 





SWIFT & CO. ON WGN 


Buys Blurbs for Sunbrite—Chi Units 
Lag in All Classes 
Chicago, April 15. 
Biz still snoozing here the past 
week. Such stirrings as were felt 
didn’t tip the scales very much one 
way or the other. Sales were pretty 


| First Federal Saving, 26 five-minute | well balanced between quarter-hour 
| programs; Martel’s Marvels, 52 five-| periods and announcements. 


WBBM: United Drug Co. (Rexall), 
three 15-minute periods, through 
Street & Finney; N. Y. Kelvinator 
Co., 15 minutes three times weekly, 


| through Geyer, Cornell & Newell. 


WGN: Stewart & Ashby Coffee 
Co., one-minute announcement, six 


; times weekly, through Roche, Wil- 


liams & Cunnyngham; Swift & Co. 
(‘Sunbrite’ cleanser), one-minute an- 
nouncement' six times weekly, 
through Stack-Goble. 

WMAQ: Shell Oil Co., five minutes 


five times weekly, through J, Walter | 


Thompson; A. E. Staley Mfg. Co., 15 


1,000 fifty-word | minutes five times weekly, through | 


Blackett-Sample-Huimmert. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

April12 April5 Change 

Network .. 9,885 9,915 —0.3 
Local ...... 6,802 6,811 —0.1 
Nat'l Spot.. 11,522 11,520 4 
Total ...... 28,209 28,246 —0.1 





*No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


DEPT. STORE 
SCORE BY WEBR 


,Buffalo, April 15. 
Department store biz here opened 
up big to radio last week when 
Adam Meldrum & Anderson signed 








| with WEBR for biggest time allot- 


ment on local airwaves. Store is 
taking 65 minutes daily, effective at 
once, exclusive of any spots. 

Store renewed Cy King in two 
daily 10-minute news shots, and 
added 30-minute disc revue spun by 
Pete Krug and 15-minute morning 
women’s shot by Ruth Paige. Latter 
will locate in sponsor’s store and 
handle copy for the three programs. 

Contract also puts Cy King on 


twice Sundays with news. Pact is 
for one year. Placed direct. 
Department store biz, sluggish 


|until a year ago, opened up when | 
| Hengerer’s and a few 


more stores 
began buying news. All major stores 
now are on the air. Biggest previous 
time order was signed a month ago 
by J. N. Adams Co. on WGR-WKBW 
for 25 minutes of daily programs, 
plus spots. 





John Conrad, former gabber at 
KWK, and now a draftee at Camp 
Robinson, Ark., is m.c.’ing a new 
transcribed program ‘St. Louisans in 
Defense’ aired over KWK every Fri- 
day p.m. Programs are transcribed 
Little Rock and then 


1edule, even in the evening, so 
offered another announcement. 


shrinking their availabili- 


ties and thereby preserving the integrity of 


with the possibility that such 
will not only increase listening 


among advertising 


of broadcaster 


element 


credit side of a station’s ledger. 


These critics also think that their confreres are 
in for no little resentment for listeners if they 
the 
nouncements which specialize in odd sound ef- 
fects. In their opinion this device has already 


number of transcribed an- 


yy national advertisers and that 


listeners are complaining of the momentary | 
jolt some of these announcements inflict upon | 
them coming as they do suddenly in the per- 


a living room. 


s 
v— 





San Francisco, April 15. 

| Network and local billings climbed 
|upward here last week, the latter’s 
| total jump of 122 units being due 
|almost entirely to the increased biz 
lon the books of the CBS and NBC 
outlets. National spot biz dived 
again, only KSFO showing an up- 
swing in this division. 

KSFO: John Morrell & Co. (Red 
| Heart dog food), 13 spots, through 
|Henri, Hurst & McDonald; Morton 
Salt Co., 78 participations in ‘House- 
| Wives’ Protective League,’ through 
| Blackett -Sample-Hummert; New 
pgs Beverage Co, (soft drinks), 
312 participations in ‘Housewives’ 
| Protective League’ and spots as or- 
| dered for 52 weeks, through M. E. 
| Harlan; Nehi, Inc. (Royal Crown 
|Cola), 78 five-minute programs, 
|through Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
| Osborn; Regal Amber Brewing Co. 
(beer), spots as ordered for 26 
weeks, through M. E. Harlan; R. J. 
| Roesling & Co., eight participations 
|in ‘Farm Journal,’ through Fletcher 
S. Udall; Simon & Schuster, Ine. 
(books), six five-minute programs, 
through Northwest R-dio; Standard 
Beverages (soft drinks), 39 five-min- 
| ute newscasts, direct; Shell Oil Co. 
(gas), 19 spots, through J. Walter 
Thompson; Schwabacher-Fred & Co. 
(stationers), 52 five-minute pro- 
grams, direct; Vick Chemical Co, 
(cold remedies), 312 10-minute news- 
casts; William H. Wise & Co, 
(books), five-minute programs are 
ordered for 52 weeks, through 
Northwest Radio; Wheele-, Reynolds 
& Stauffer (rodent killer), three 
participations weekly in ‘Farm Jour- 
nal,’ direct. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

April12 April5 Change 

Network .. 10,947 10,902 +04 
SS eee 3,335 3,213 +3.8 
Nat'l] Spot.. 1,895 2,009 —5.7 
Co ae 16,177 16,124 —0.3 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 

KSFO) 





PLYMOUTH CARS 
SPOTTED ON 2 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, April 15. 

Some settling down here after 
holiday spurt took its toll in local 
and network counts, but spot bus- 
iness held very steadily. Plymouth 
Division of Chrysler Corp. bought 
on two stations and Chesapeake Car- 
pet Cleaners started matters off for 








that seasonal classification as well. 

WFBR: Ritz Camera Stores, 
;through Henry Kaufman, early 
morning participations; Chesapeake 
Carpet Cleaners, through Paul 
Brown, participations on Ralph 
Powers’ a.m. layout; Shell Oil, 


through J. Walter Thompson. nivht- 
time announcements; Gardner Nurs- 
|eries, throuch Northwest Radio, re- 
|newed strip of five-minute airings. 
| WBAL: Chrysler Corp. (Ply- 
|} mouth), through J. Stirline Getchell, 
|seven spots: Chesapeake Ruy Clean- 
ers, throurh Paul Brown, 51 spots: 
Longines-Wittnauer Watch Co., 
through Arthur Rosenberg. 26 half- 
hour airings of ‘The World’s Most 
Famous Music’; Manhattan Soap Co. 
(Sweetheart), through Franklin 
Bruck, 72 one-minute announce- 
ments; Western Wine Co., through 
Theodore Newhoff. 52 quarter-hour 


broadcasts of ‘Herson in Person’: 
O’Neill’s Department’ Store. six 
spots. 

WCAO: Chrysler Corp. (Ply- 


mouth), through J. Stirling Getchell, 
nine snots; Gas & Electric Co.. 48 





| | Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
April 12 April 5 Change 
Network 8,962 9.023 —0.7 
Local ...... 4,128 4,853 —14.9 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,898 1,885 —0.7 
Total ...... 14.988 15,761 —4.9 
(Included: WBAL. WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Business School’s Spelling Bee 
Tecorna, April 15. 
KVI has sold twice weekly ‘Spell- 
‘ine Bee’ to Racines Business College. 
Half hour show begins April 16, at 


| 
15 pm 
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ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


ARIETY Wednesday, April 16, 19141 





Kay Kyser, Record $42,000 in L. A, 


Goodman, Jimmy 


Dorsey in N.Y. 


Theatre Clicks; Britton N.G. 914, Hub 








the 
Pa., 


date at 
Lancaster, 


Raymond Scott's 
Colonial theatre, 


listed among the one-night b.o. re- | 
sults in the last issue of VARIETY, Was | 


incorrect. It pointed out that Scott's 
700 attendance was ‘poor.’ As a 
matter of fact the date at the theatre 
was a side-trip from the stand he 
was playing that night, a hop at 
Franklin-Marshall College. It had 
been arranged by the school dance 
committee to allow Scott time to 
shift to the theatre to help a Greek 
relief benefit. 

Business at the school approxi- 


mated $2,000 with about 1,000 heads | 


at $4. pair. Date was played March 


28. 
(Estimates for This Week) 
Will Bradley, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,350; 35-46-57-68). With 


stage show, and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par) on screen. Combo is evoking 
$20,500, plenty profitable. 

Milt Britton, Boston — (Boston; 
3.200; 33-44-55). With ‘Mr. Dyna- 
mite’ (U) on screen. Can’t see over 
pale $9,500. On the other hand, all 
Hub grosses suffered this semester, 
what with Holy Week, balmy 
weather and the opening of the ball 
season. 

Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Strand; 
35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Great Lie’ 
(WB) on screen. Bette Davis pic- 
ture, disliked in daily notices, prob- 
ebly has edge on Jimmy Dorsey as a 


7’ 
v 
| 


Fun in Khaki 


Hollywood, April 15. 
along the recruiting 
drive, Jimmy McHugh and L. 
Wolfe Gilbert have written a 
song with a title that should ap- 
peel to volunteers. It’s called: 
‘A Grand Vacation With Pay.’ 


ASCAP Fight Increases 
Lang-Worth Disc Costs, 
| But 120 Stations Added 


Cost of talent on Lang-Worth discs 
has jumped from $320 to $550 per | 
side as result of the ASCAP tangle. ! 
Three-cornered dispute among So- 


To help 








ciety, the government and broad- 
casters sent Lang-Worth racing in 
from opening gong with name dance| 
bands playing non-ASCAP tunes. 

Increased cost of production has 
been compensated by addition of 120, 
new stations as users of the library, | 
bringing total to 287. Name bands} 
have thus been instrumental in in-| 
creasing volume by 75%. 

Among bands used since ASCAP 
war started are Shep Fields, John 
Kirby, Charles Barnet, Tommy Rey- 
nolds, Tony Pastor, Woody Herman, 





y= < / 2. eid 


In the Wax Works 


H+ SHFFFHFESSHFEFESEFOHOO?S 


week (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
rial recorded by various bands to) charge business being done by name bands in warious New York hotels. 
familiarize readers with numbers) Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
' be-| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 


Bands at Hotel B. O. 


— 


i i ee 





(VARIETY each lists mate- 





awaiting release. Tunes listed 


low were recorded recently Only | — Covere Total 
those hyphenated are to be coupled. Band Hotel Played week ao. 
Others are not definite.) Clyde Lucas* ....Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).........00. 2 650 2.000 
‘ : | Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).......+++0- 12 4973) =: 14,995 

' Okeh) ‘Hi There Mr.| Lani MclIntire*.,.Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 12 1,075 14,300 
Meant i ttatian Iwrie), ‘It's GUY Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)...........26 1,225 33.225 
Moon,’ ‘Sorrento’ (Malian tynis™ —”| Woody Herman®..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50).......15 $350 22,77! 
Nothing New,’ ‘You're a Double’ Jimmy Dorsey... .Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 11 1,925 28,975 


Lovely.’ 
Charioteers (Columbia) ‘I Under-| 

stand’-‘Alone and Lonely,’ ‘A Dream | 

for Sale’-‘This Side of Heaven.’ 
Earl (Bluebird) 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 

t Five days. Xavier Cugat replaced Saturday (12) in Sert Room. 
' t Three days. Herman left Thursday (10), after which room closed due 
‘Sally, to strike. Bobby Byrne failed to open. 
Won't You Come Back,’ ‘Julia,’ ‘Jer- 


Hines 





| 
| sey Bounce, ‘South — Side,’ ‘Up | 
| Jumped the Devil.’ Hines Piano | ® e 
‘solos, ‘On Sunny Side of Street,’ aw | et pa 
‘Melancholy Baby.’ | 9 3 ) 9 9 + 
Sam Donahue (Bluebird) ‘They}| . “ . 
Still Make Love in London,’ ‘Loafin’ | 
on a Lazy Day,’ ‘Au-Reet,’ ‘Saxo-| rl epo R IC 0 S, . , op = ] ers 





phone Sam.’ | 


CBS SALES PUSH 
ON ROADHOUSE 
REMOTES 


CBS has recorded and submitted 


——— 


(Estimates) 


Count Basie (Comet theatre, St. Louis, April 8-9). Basie ran smack into 
the Joe Louis-Tony Musto fight here and corraled poor 3,000 admissions 
at 35c-40c. Sepia swingsters were at the fights. 

Beverly Twins-Gene Marshall (Playmor-Raymor B., Boston, Apri! 12). 
Coupled with localite Marshall, Twins got big 2,100 at 65c-55c for $1,260. 

Dol Brissette (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 5). Despite 
crimp of Holy Week Brissette drew 1,000 at $1.35 a couple, okay in view 
of conditions and lack of name. 

Henry Busse (Prom B., Minneapolis, April 11). Good Friday stand re- 
sulted in mild draw of 1,200 at 77c.; $840 gross disappointing. At Chermot 
B., Omaha, April 12, Busse got fair 1,900 tabs for $1,400 gross. Jumping 
to Skylon B., Sioux City, Ia., next day (13) Busse got solid $2,025 from 
2,250 dancers at 90c. 





4 
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b.o. draw, but latter credited with, Gene Krupa, Russ Morgan, Joe 
contributing importantly. First week 
will be $45,000 or around that figure, 
very good. 

Benny Goodman, New York (Par- 
amount; 35-55-85-99). With Gil 
Lamb and Copacabana Revue and 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par) as the pic- 
ture. Both Goodman and the Bing 
Crosby-Bob Hope comedy, latter 
nabbing swell notices, are strong b.o. 
magnets. On the first seven days 
ended last night (Tues.) a smash} 
$68,000 was grossed, beaten only by} 
‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and Fred War-| 
ing on New Year’s week in 1937 | 
when house’s high under the policy 
was struck, $69,100. Heavy morning 
play, much of which is Goodman’s, 
has been chalked since the open- 
ing day Wednesday (9), though that 
was in Holy Week. 

Horace Heidt, Washington, D. C.— 
(Capitol; 3,424; 28-39-44-66). With 


lett and Del Courtney. 

Dance band policy will be con- 
'tinued if, as and when the ASCAP 
dispute is adjusted, with Lang-Worth 
planning to use ASCAP music which 
it is anticipated majority of broad- 
casters will want. 


CONTACTMEN’S DANCE 
IN NEW YORK MAY 4 


Professional Music Men put on 
their seventh annual benefit hop at 
ithe Manhattan Center, New York, 








lief fund. 

So far the bands of Guy Lom- 
bardo, Jimmy Dorsey, Vincent 
| Lopez, Xavies Cugat, Woody Her- 
: : man, Gene Krupa, and Chicquito 
‘Trial of Mary Dugan (M-G) On| are down to aoe along with indi- 
screen. Heidt is unravelling his ‘Pot | .iquals Eddie Cantor, George Jessel, 
o’ Gold’ stunt to big results. Afround | parry Richman, Jimmy Durante, 
22,000 sighted. Film has proved it-|;~phe ~ Hartmans. Jan Peerce, De- 
self a slow item in other spots, and Marcos, Frank Parker, Olsen and 


probably means very little here. | Johnson, Abbott and Costello, and 
Sammy Kaye, Indianapolis —) Henny Youngman. 


(Lyric; 1,900; 30-40-50). With ‘Shot 
in the Dark’ (WB) on screen. Okay 
$11,000 anticipated, entirely due to 
the band. This spells profit for the 
Lyric, which lately has been having 
very spotty luck with its film-band 
policy. 

Kay Kyser, Los Angeles—(Para-| room Managers Association is Carl J. 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). With! Fox, who has ballrooms at Clear 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) on -screen.| Lake, Ia., Austin, and St. Paul, Minn. 


Carl Fox Succeeds Archer 


In Iowa Ballroom Assn. 


Oelwein, Ia., April 15. 


Reichman, Larry Clinton, Mal Hal-| 


May 4. Proceeds go to the PMM’s re- | 


New president of the Iowa Ball-| 


to Chesterfield cigarets the hour- 
long sustainer it picks up each Sat- 
urday afternoon from Meadowbrook, 
| Cedar Grove, N. J. Since CBS lines 
replaced NBC’s at the spot, the for- 
mer net has been trying to get a 
sponsor for the show which, in- 
stead of a straight band remote, is 
dressed up with production efforts. 
If the show is sold it would be 
| one of the few commercials ever to 
| emanate from a roadhouse such as 
Meadowbrook. Bands used on it 
would, of course, change every so 
often. Raymond Scott is current. 


| 





Band Bookings 








| Louis Armstrong, April 19, Arena, 
| Beckley, W. Va.; 20 Portsmouth, O.; 
21, Indiana theatre, Richmond, Ind.; 
22, Lexington, Ky.; 23, South Bend, 
Ind.; 25, week, Riverside theatre, 
Milwaukee; May 2, Beacon Casino, 
| Chicago; 3, Cincinnati; 4, Louisville, 
Ky: 
| Bill Bardo, April 22-24, Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. 

Beverly Twins, April 19, Commo- 
dore B., Lowell, Mass. 





| 
| 


Military Ball, Armory, Worcester, 
Mass.; May 2, Framingham Siate 


| Teachers College, Framingham, Mass. 
| Cab Calloway, April 19, Castle 
| Farms, Cincinnati; 20, Rink B., Wau- 


Kyser power-dived through all ex-|He succeeds Tom Archer, of Des| *esan, Ill.; 22, Surf B., Clear Lake, 


isting records at this place, and is! Moines, head man of the Archer Cir- 
hanging up $42,000, a figure that} cuit. 

should stand for some time. This Vearl Sissle, of Olewein, is vice 
take represents about $3,000 over) president, and Larry Geer, with 
Kyser’s own former record. The! spots in Ft. Dodge, Dubuque, and 
band similarly set a new mark on) Rockville City, Ia., is secretary-treas- 
Easter Sunday when it played to! urer. 
14,354 admissions for a total of $8,501. 

The film, of course, is lost in this 
terrific shuffle and needs no com-| 





20 YEARS AS UNIT 


| la.; 23, Prom B., Clinton, Minn. 
Larry Clinton, April 18, Empire 
| B., Allentown, Pa.; 19, Valencia B., 
| York, Pa. 

| Sam Donahue, April 18, Roseland- 
| State B., Boston. 

| Ella Fitzgerald, April 18, Strand 
|B. ,Baltimore; 19, Aud., Charleston, 
W. Va.; 20, Armory, Danville, Va.: 
21, Cumberland Arena, 





Dol Brissette, April 19, State Guard 


Bristol, W. | 


Bobby Byrne (Warehouse, Columbia, Tenn., April 7). Lions Club hop 
got gross of $1,878 with Byrne at $1 and $2 advance and $2 and $2.50 at 
gate. 

Bob Chester (GM Aud, Detroit, April 10). Gamma Kappa Chi hop 
drew neat $975 from 1,300 dancers at 75c. At Myers Lake Park, Canton 
April 9, Chester pulled profitable $880 with attendance of 1,600 at 5i5c 
Jumping to Valleydale, Columbus, O., April 12, band did okay 1,400 at 
80c and $1 for gross of $1,150. 
| Larry Clinton (Crystal B., Detroit, April 11). Masonic Temple dance 
drew neat $1,375 with Clinton with 550 couples at $2.50 per. At Flint, 

Michigan, next day (12) Clinton grosses $1,161 with 1,344 men at 60c and 

1,182 ladies at 30c. At Cocoanut Grove, Toledo, O., (18). Clinton got 
| fair $975 at 85c-$1.10. 

Tommy Dorsey (Valencia B., York, Pa., April 12). Dorsey cracked Kay 
| Kyser’s attendance mark here with approximately 3,750 admissions at $l. 
| Kyser’s date, however, drew rainclouds and $1.25 per tab. 

Duke Ellington (Skylon B., Dallas, Tex., April 13). Fair 1,575 dancers 

went for Ellington at $1 a head. 
| Mal Hallett (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., April 13), 
| netted Hallett good $1,190 at 75c from 1,580 stubs. 
| Erskine Hawkins (Book-Cadillac, Detroit, April 12). Hawkins went over 
| in large way here, pulling $1,820 out of 480 socizlites at $3.50 advance, $4 
door. Shifting to Eastwood Gardens, Detroit, Sunday (13) Hawkins 
| @lipped off sock $1,950 at 75c from 2,600 admissions, At Greystone B. (14) 
| band pulled top 5,100 at 90c for a gross of $4,590. 

Earl Hines Trianon B., Cleveland, April 7). Private hop got nice turn- 
| out of 1,400 fans at $1.50 couple for $1,050 till total. 

Four Inkspots (Municipal Aud., Kansas City Mo., April 14). With the 
| Sunset Royal band, Inkspots jammed Aud with 6,600 at 65c-85c-$1.10, tak- 
| ing out $2,029 as their end, 

Harry James (Trianon B., Cleveland, April 13). 

Sunday James mustered 2,600 hoofers at 75c. 
| two months, 

Al Kavelin (Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., April 12-13), 
excellent 3,000 at 50c a head for good $1,500. 

| Gene Krupa (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., April 13). 
| Persons turned up for Krupa at 45c. Gross $2,909. 

Russ Morgan (Jantzen Beach B., Portland, Ore., April 8). Morgan's 
| $1,300 gross from 2,000 hoppers at 75c per was good for Holy Week. At 
| Natatorium Park, Spokane, next night (9) band drew fair 1,200 in spite 
rain, cold weather, for $1,020. 

Red Nichols (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 11-12). Nichols’ 
first shor here in several years drew neat 1,000 on Good Friday then got 
solid 2,600 Saturday for total gross of $2,430 at $1.35 pair. Operator Gill 
called it remarkable. 

Ray Noble (Venetian theatre, Racine, Wis., April 5). Noble’s airtime 
a of Chicago helped take gross of $1,578 from 2,759 customers at 40c and 

c. 

Tony Pastor (Arena, New Haven, Conn., April 13). Pastor, Mills Bros 
and five acts had Horace Heidt and Eddie Cantor as competish and drew 
| fair 2,000 at matinee at 45c-75c and 4,000 evening at 55c-85c-$1.10. 

Joe Venuti (Trianon B., Cleveland, April 6). 





First stop on tour 


Despite warmish Easter 
Gross of $1,950 was best in 
Kavelin 


Aravw 
urew 


Neat 6,465 





Palm Sunday and good 


ment. 

Benny Meroff, Kansas 
(Tower; 2,110; 10-30-40). 
Betrayed’ 


City 
(Rep) on screen. 


and it’s accounting for a very solid 
$8,000. House raised its prices 
slightly, but the tilt didn't hurt. 
Film is a programmer. 





Shep Fields Unveils New 
Style at State-Lake, Chi 


Shep Fields unwraps his new band 


idea this week (Friday) at the State- | 
Outfit is | 


Lake theatre, Chicago. 
composed of 10 saxes and four 
rhythm backed up by prodigious 
doubling to clarinets, flutes, ete. De- 


With ‘Man | 
Meroftf 
has his comedy-unit ‘Funzafire’ here, 


| chestra, 


| 


ps | Va.; 
Charles Fischer Also an Insurance 
Salesman on the Side one Va.; 25, Del Rio, Manoa, 
| Pa.; 26, Cromwell Recreation Center, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., April 15. | Staten Island, N. Y.; 27, 
Perhaps one of the lengest estab-| Colonnades, Washington, D. C.,; 28, 
lished organized bands, in years of| Memorial Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 29, 
consecutive service, is Charles L,| Bayshore Pavilion, Buckroe, Va.; 30, 
| Fischer’s unit, operating out of here; Palais Royale, Norfolk, Va. 
for over 20 years. | Emerson Gill, April 18, Broadhead 
Meantime Fischer has been a spec-| hotel, Beaver Falls, Pa.; 19, Elks 
‘ial agent with Northwestern Mutual Club, Elkwood City, Pa.; 21, Wan- 
‘Insurance Co. for the past six years|@ngo C. C., Reno, Pa.; 25, one-night, 
but always active with his dance or- | Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo; 26, 
one-night. Book-Cadillac hotel, De- 
troit; 28, Palisades, McKeesport, Pa. 
Erskine Hawkins, April 18, Michi- 
gan State, C, Lansing; 19, Memorial 
!Aud., Dayton, O.; 20, Savoy B., Chi- 
cago; 21, Graystone B., Cincinnati; 
22, Armory, Fairmont, W. Va.; 23, 








Draft Benny Krueger 
Buffalo, April 15. 


Bandleader Benny Krueger, 27, 


spite the style indication of 10 sax | was drafted into the Army last week | Duquesne Gardens, Pittsburgh; 24, 


the band ranges deeply into bounce 
stuff as well as sweet. 


™ Fields makes his first Bluebird 
recordings with the group April 25. |whose business agent wanted the | 


Fields just closed at George 
White’s Gay White Way, N. Y. cafe, 





where Gus Arnheim succeeds him 
tomorrow night (Thursday). 


5 7 


despite a labor union’s plea to defer | Aud., Wheeling, W. Va.; 25-26, Astor 
him until he could play their dance. | theatre, Reading, Pa.; 27, Lyric the- 
Union was the "lour Mill Workers | atre, Bridgeport. 

Woody Herman, April 18, Purdue 
draft board to wait Krueger's czll|U., Lafayette. Ind; 19, Memorial 
until after their annual Spring shin- | Hall, Columbus, G.; 20, Indiana Roof, 


dig May 11. Indianapolis; 21, Community Center, 
The board turned thumbs down. Chatham, Ill; 22, Memorial 


. , 


22, City Aud., Bluefield, W. Va.; | 
23, Aud., Beckley, W. Va.; 24, Aud., | 


Lincoln | 





| Burlington, Ia.; 23, Coliseum, Ottum- 
wa, Ia. 
Sammy Kaye, 


April 18, U. of 


Illinois, Champaign; 19, Crystal Pal- | Rea Nichels, May 8. University of 


} ace, Coloma, Mich.; 20, Rainbow 
| Gardens, Fremont, O.; 21, Sharron, 
|O.; 22, Memorial Aud., Buffalo; 24, 
| Lakewood B., Mahonoy City Pa.; 25, 
| Geo. F. Pavilion, Johnson City, Pa., 
26, Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 
27, Arena, New Haven, Conn. 

Little Jack Little, April 19, Ricker 
Gardens, Portland, Me. 

Guy Lombardo, May 16, week, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 23, week, 
Palace theatre, Akron-Youngstown; 
31, Steel Pier, Atlantic City; June 4, 
Knoxville Journal dance, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; June 7, Air Races, Birming- 
ham, Ala; 9, Armory, Chadbourne, 
N. C.; 10, Festival, Kingstree, S. C. 

Abe Lyman, April 25-26, Totem 
Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 

Johnny McGee, April 18, St. Hed- 
wigs Hall, Chester, Pa.; Lakeside 
Park, Barnesville, Pa. 





Aud.,, | 


Ruby Newman, April 21-22-23, 
Convention of American College of 


, 


weather hurt. Venuti luck to get 1,200 at 75c. for $900. 


Physicians, Hotel Statler, Boston; 24 
| Newspaper Frolic and Dance, Copley 
Plaza, Boston. 


Delaware, Wilmington, Del. 

Alvino Rey, May 21, Greek Relief 
Ball, Springfield, Mass.; Sune 10, 
West Point Military Academy, West 
Point, N. Y. 


Dick Rogers, April 23, State Arm- 
ory, Greensburg, Pa. 

Raymond Scott, May 16, Rutgers 
U., New Brunswick, N. J.; 24 Her- 
shey Park, Hershey, Pa.; Empire B., 
Allentown, Pa. June 1, Mahanoy 
City, Pa.; June 11, Lake Compounce, 
Bristol, Conn. 

Charles Spivak, April 19, Sunny- 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 20, Ritz B, 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Tommy Tucker, April 25, Azalea 
Festival, Charleston, S.. C.; 26, 
Women's College, University of 
North ‘Carolina, Greensboro, N. C. 

Perley White, May 2, Lowell Tex- 





tile Institute Prom, Rex Aud., Lowell 
Mass. 
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exico Deports 


— 


Blue Steele: 
Maestros Jam W 








Mexico City, April 15. 
A sensation has been 


band leader, who played for some 
time here in class night clubs, on 
radio end at social functions. A 
laconic announcement by the min- 
istry of the interior explained that 


operatives because he had violated 


Mexican law, presumably that he| 
had overstayed his tourist entry 
limit, and hed been deported on | 


April 8 to his native Texas by train | 


under escort of two guards. 
Steele’s lawyer, in asking a local 


| 
| 


caused in| 
local music and social circles by the | 
deportation of Blue Steele, American | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Steele was arrested on April 7 by its | 


court for an injunction against the | 
bandman’s deportation declared that | 


his client had committed no crime, 
thet his presence in Mexico was en- 
tirely legal, and that his arrest and 
ousting from the country was ‘unjust 
and illegal.’ The court has taken the 
case under advisement. 

Steele’s deportation was the first of 
an American entertainer since that 
of Lee Tracy in 1933. The actor was 
sent home by plane, 

Assaulted Officer 
New Orleans, April 15.« 

Robert E. 
leader, was arrested Wednesday (9) 
in Laredo, Texas, and will face trial 
during the current Federal court 
session at Monroe, La., 
assaulting a Federal officer, the 
aftermath of an altercation last sum- 
mer in a nearby resovt, in which 
Steele allegedly struck a local irter- 
nal revenue officer when the agent 
attempted to collect taxes reportedly 
due the Government. 

Steele failed tc appear for ar- 
raignment in Federal court last Oc- 
tober and surety on his $3,000 bond 
forfeited, said Malcolm E. La- 
fargue, assistant district attorney at 
Monroe. Previously, federal agents 
had levied a restraint on his musical 
instruments on internal revenue 
charges, it was reported 


was 


Tommy.Dorsey Resents 
Capitol, Wash., D. C., 


Arbitrary Deductons 


An illness of 
stand at the Loew Capitol 
Washington, D. C.. last week started 


an argument bet 


two days during his 


theatre, 


ween the theatre op- 
Tommy Dorsey. which 
wind up at the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. As a result of 
his two-day absence the house man- 


erators and 


may 


ager deducted two-sevenths from 
$5,000, representing two days leave 
out of seven the latter ficire b in 
what the theatre figured to be Dor- 
sey’s profit on the week. Band wes 
priced at $8.500 for stanza and $3.500 
was deemed sufficient to cover its 
operating costs 

I ey ) e” t the é t 
al the arb y ethe i 
i at it ¢ irnec | ofl 
cner k, 


Another Levant in Show 
Biz, 13-Yr.-Old Maestro 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 


Show biz has recruited another 
Levant, 13-year-old Mare Levant, 
son of Dr. Benjamin Levant, well- 
known as an amaieur composer, and 
nephew of Oscar, the ‘Information 
Please’ kid. A student at Taylor 
Allderdice H.S. here, he and Billy 
Benswanger, son of president of 
Pittsburgh Pirates bzseball club 
have just organized a dance or- 
chestra among their classmates and 


are already booked for flock of juve 
social functions. Youne Levant plays 
sax, Benswanger the drums. Kids 
all their outfit ‘Song Busters.’ 


Dr. Levant has written couple of 
une very season since 1920 for 
nnus! Cap and Gown musical show 
f his Alma Mater, University of 
ittsburgh, 


Benny Goodman 


| 
| 


(Blue) Steele, orchestra | 


| 


on charges of | 


The Buildup List 





General Amusement Corp. has 
more bands currently going 
through the process of a build- 
up than at any time since the 
organization’s inception. Each of 
these eight bands have, or had 
until they went on tour re- 
cently, one or two network out- 
lets. Octet and their wire 
affiliations are: 


Bobby Byrne.....CBS-Mutual 
Charlie Spivak...........NBC 


Johnny Long............-. NBC 
ee IOI sas 5s bec dienes NBC 
Sonny Dunham......... . CBS 
Chaek Foster............ NBC 
POTTY WIE. cccciccces -Mutual 
pe NBC 








Old Gold Stunt 
Non - Jitterbug 


Jitterbugs are getting a brushoff 


from Benny Goodman's radio spon- 


sors in a dance contest Old Gold 


| Cigarets is conducting in New York 


;}and New Jersey. 


Manufacturer is 
conducting eliminations in some 110 
danceries in the two states and will 
Stage a final at Manhattan Center, 
N. Y., April 30, with Goodman's 
band. Entrants in the competition 
are limited to waltz, conga. fox- 
trot and rumba classes and a total 
of $1,000, split four ways, is to be 
distributed to the winning pair in 
each group. 

J. Walter Thompson 
Old Gold account, has 
out how the | 
at the b.o 


wrapper 


agency on the 
not figured 
will be handled 

Admission may be the 
rom an Old Gold package. 
Last time they put Goodm band 
at Manhattan Center, for an actual 
broadcast. mobbed by 
8.000 jivesters 
the contest is not a 
Some 440 
battle it out for the cash 


NORTH EASTON SPOT 
USING NAME BANDS 


Easton, Mass.. 


nitery, | 


pegins 


finals 


an’s 
€ 

the place Was 

Date for the finals of 

broadcast night 


couples are expected to 


North 
Cappy’s, 
band policy for Wednesday nights, as 


April 15 


local name 


a starter, on April 16 with Bunny 
Berigan teeing off. Spot accommo- 
dates 1,100 

Ben Ford handles bookings co- 
operation with Ri: Galvin's Eastern 
Orchest Sk ce. B 


Whiteman’s Chautauqua 


rt 
( 
7 ( ‘ 1 ce é 
€ p VS ¢ € aed é 
Chautauque assembly. teeing off it 
68i:h year July 6. Mischa M off 


of NBC Symphony has been signec 
to lead the Cheutauqua Symphony; 
which will play 21 of the c 

Pau] Whiteman 
the others. 


New San Antonio Room 
San Antonio, April 15 
Anacacho Room at the St. Anthe 
opens Saturday (19) to give 
this city its only ballroom presentin: 
a bie time band. Opening week finds 


} 


Hotel 


Emile Co'eman and his orc tra set 
He wil] be followed by Car! Ra 
vazza and his crew who have been 


et fer a four weeks stay, Starting 


April 26 


ae @ 


i (Ce 


TRYING QUT Ai 


From Daniel Arnstein Syn- 
torium Long a White Ele- 


Despite Cooling Plant 








10G WEEKLY FOR BANDS 


| 

| Madison Square Garden, New 
York, will be converted into a mam- 
| moth summer beer garden and dance 
“hall operated in deluxe style and 
using name bands. 
jthis method to solve the summer 
| problem for the auditorium which 
despite its air conditioning has never 


| been profitable during that period. | 
skepticism | 


| Despite any Broadway 
|that hoofers won't want to dance 
indoors in a mammoth §hoofery 
like Madison Square Garden during 
June, July and August, Monte Proser 
takes possession of the Garden on 
Memorial Day (May 30) to launch 
the new venture. Benny Goodman, 
Chavez's rhumbe_ and_. probably 
Horace Heidt (or some other smooth 
band) will be the inaugural orches- 
tres at a 66c admission price. Weekly 
band bill figures at around $10,000. 
Proser has Daniel Arnstein, head 
of Terminal Taxicabs, and long with 


John Hertz in Yellow Cabs, as h 
backer with 2 $100,000 bankroll on 
the line. Proser was originally in- 


vited by Ed Weisl, attorney on the 
Paramount Pictures board, to hud- 
dle with Bernard Gimbel. of the 
Madison Square Garden board. He 
outlined plan for what he calls a 
‘double-feature ballroom.’ The Gar- 
den has tried softball girls’ teams and 


other novelties in former seasons, 
with indifferent success. Hence it 
was a cinch for Proser. 
For 100 Days 
He has the place for 100 days at 


$1,000-per-day maintenance fee 
Proser get 15% of the ross, and 
es UY f that o 72° fo hi 
here Arnstein'ss yndicaie pre 
sumably includes Hertz, one of the 
Lehman Bros. and others who have 


been in on other Arnstein ventures, 


Milton Pickman, band manager and 


booker, this week joined Monte 
Proser’s Dance Carnival, Inc., as gen- 
eral manager Jack Diamond heed 
a press corps of six that will include 
Dorothy Kay. Robin (Curly) Harris 


and others to contact pix, nitery, 


Broadway columns, spor 


and every channel 
Gimbe terest in Prose was 
act ( al i m fro to 
h Beachcomber in Miar Ther 
Mrs Gimbe uv nitten N 
Prose ( rently icce f Copaca 
k t 6 t ter 
S e fi I r 
Robinson Decor 
’ U « 
ef ¢ A, 10-for € 
< r ( . 
{; | { é 1 
Ke ote the interior. 4 ng 
t p urd) i ly, and 
] ewise cut the 
neig} f the Garden which norn y 
j ( 2 y t ope cut to 
5.000 ; ind table n the crena 
proper; 4,000 in the mezzanine and 
first bal es, and 1,500 more around 
corner bars, or a total! 
itv of 10,500. 
Dence floor wil] be one « f the f 
€ e we 16.000 square feet. 
Soft drinks only, with beer and 
o-trop } pineapple drinks 
dominating. No outside concessions 


that Proser-Arnstein will 

from the gate to the ulti- 
This is in line wit} 
directorate’s desires for 
n good taste, especialy 


page 41) 


contro 
everyining 

‘e consumer 
the Garden 


imate 


tinued on 


|Monte Proser Is Impresario 


| With $100,000 Backing 
dicate—Big Sports Audi- 


phant During Summer 


It is hoped by | 








Reason Enough 
Joe Sudy, booked with his 
band for one-nighter at Waldorf- 


Astoria ‘(N.Y.) Empire Room 
Saturday (12) was told that he 
wouldn't be allowed to use his 


girl vocalist for job, Adelaide 
Moffett being featured in show. 
‘But she’s been singing with 
me every night for three years,’ 
insisted Sudy. 
‘Good—she can use a rest,’ was 
MCA’s comment. 








Hell-on-Wheels 
Men Get Hot 
For Officer 


Fort Benning, Ga., April 15. 
Half-dozen recruits formerly with 
name bands are in a 13-piece sweet- 
swing aggregation here that has 


lined itself up a steady job playing | 


Officers’ Club dances 
day and Saturday night. 


each Wednes- 


tanks and machine guns, the boys 
being from a rough-tough 
tank regiment in the Second Armored 
(Hell on Wheels) Division. 
Mess-jacketed terp crew—a 
Sidiary of the 67th Armored Regi- 
ment Band—includes Hank Schrie- 
ber, once with Benny Goodman, and 
Oscar Thaler, formerly with Buddy 
Ross Both are tenor sax tooters. 
Alto sax men include Eddie Davis, 
who took the downbeat from Johnny 
Green tay vet with 
Herbie 
Fred Exner, who thumps the bass 
fiddle, played with Howard Woods’ 
outfit, while Claude Graham for- 


lave , 
arawn 


and Cross, 


Holmes’ orch. 


nerly tromboned for Lawrence 
Welk Batoneer of the organization, 
vhen he’s not breathing into a gax 
himself, is Sergeant Marty Bellman. 
Indianapolis, April 15 

Musicians recruited from the ranks 
f leadir orchestr have been 
f ed toa D and band at Fort 
Ber Harriso 1 are peal 
ing n a qu rter-hour tanza each 
Wednesday night on WFBM The 
combo consists of Cliff Gras leader, 
formerly with G Gordon: Robert 
Simpson from Bob Zurke’ orch: 
Bob Peek, formerly with Glenn Mil- 
ler and Bob Crosb Bob Vollmer, 
kin man with Charlie Davis: Ben 


Lantz, fron 


ind Bestow 


Augie Clevenger’s orch: 
Rudolph, from Woody 
1 

durir y 


ising sidelight one 


programs occurred when a 
private, eager to take a 
ve a Lieut. Colonel an 


elbow in the ribs to get at the mike 


Clari- 


he 


San Ante April 15 
mjunction with the appear- 
ance here this week of Phil Spitalny 
and his ‘Hour of Charm’ al) girl or- 
hestra at the Majestic theatre here 


contest is being held to 


irl vocalist or istrumentalist in 
in ares 

On each ning Monday through 
It day, entrants are being audi- 
tioned by Spitalny On Friday the 


finalists will be 
part of stage show At 
ing performance Friday evening the 
audience will be asked to select three 


selected presented as 


the conclud- 


winners. First prize winner will be 
awarded $65, second place will be 
25 and third place winner will re- 


‘eive $10. Only rule is that the girl 


nust be over 16 years of age 


Reeds and | 
brasses are a spare time pursuit to | 


sub- | 


select a| 


MADISON GARDEN DANCERY 


ARM Yanks Byrne From N.Y. Hotel 
ith U.S. Officer SIMMER PA |,Y In Sympathy Strike for Stagehands 





| Strike 
| band in a major hotel dining room 
|} occurred Friday (11) 
Bobby Byrne orchestra failed to 
|; Open On schedule at the New Yorker 
| hotel, New York. that 
|evening the hotel began a ‘dinner 
| only’ policy in its Terrace 
| shuttering at 10 o'clock. 

| Byrne was to replace Woody Her- 
|man and was dated for five weeks, 
|but was prevented from opening by a 
| clash between the hostelry’s opera- 
tors and the International Aliiance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
Under a reciprocal assistance agree- 
ment the IATSE enlisted the aid of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, which ordered Byrne not to 
go into the room. 


Argument began when the IATSE 
insisted that one of its men take 
over operation of the room's spot- 
‘light, now being handled by a mem- 
ber of the Hotel Trades Council, also 
|pert of the A.F. of L. Frank K. An- 
| drews, head of the hotel¥ resisted the 
| IATSE efforts and ordered the supper 
| period closing. Spot now uses a five- 
piece combination for dinner danc- 
ing. Latter is composed of union 
musicians and is allowed because 
there is no need for the operation of 
lights. 


action involving a name 


when tne 


Beginning 


Room, 





| 
| 


Bad Influence 
Andrews’ attitude against the use 
|, Of IATSE men is based on the fact 
|that the pay scale for an IATSE 
week is much higher than the fair- 
ly even rate paid all the various 
types of workers which make up the 
Hotel Trades Council. He figured that 


the heavier IATSE pay envelope 
would eventually breed discontent 
jamong the hotel's other employees 


and precipitate a much more difficult 
problem. 


Three other N.Y. hotels are on the 


IATSE list for the same sort of ac- 
tion. TThey’re the Biltmore, with 
| Clyde Lucas and show; Park Cen- 


tral, with Buddy Clarke’s band and 
| show, and the St. Regis, two bands 
and show. 


OBEISANCE 
TO AN AGENT 


Chicago, April 15 
A man-bites-dog switcheroo greet- 
ed the William Morris agency's 
Cress Courtney, band booker, who 


Rockford, Iil., by 


owner-operator of 


was summoned to 
Louis St. Pierre, 
the Palace and Continental! 


tneatres 


St. Pierre plays talent in both 
houses, the Palace with a perma 
nent line and traveling acts, and 


bandshows 


the Continental wiih 


Courtney’s concery evolved 
around the Holy Week booking f 
Joe Re ‘hman’s ban nt the Ce 

nents : ‘ Sh aiete a 

] few ¢ 
B Re 

¢ eC € 
er our fie 
Hu f tf ‘ 
tr f 
a 

e ent, F f 
c rsé {Ti i | é 
r if ed to the Nl ¢ er ' 
Cincinnati 


Jean Wald Restine, Her 
All-Girl Group Dishands 


Pittsburgh, Ap 
wae 
Jean Wald, Pittsbur: 


tarted all-femme orchesira here - 


most 10 years ago, is back home for 

long rest, having dropped he it- 
fit at close of Florida season Band 
tarted there in January at lote) 
Floridian and wound up a strolling 


trio in cocktail lounges there for re- 
minder of winter. 

Most of Wald bandsladies 
so far made other e 
leader says she’s going to rest here 
at home for summer at least Mev 
‘reorganize again in the fall 
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hav en't 
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On the Upbeat | 


Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J.,' three months is leaving-April 25 for 
resumes name bands for summer the Paxton Hotel, Omaha. Harl 
April 26-27. Will open only week- Smith orchestra, now at Sun Valley, 





ends till May 24 when full-week op- will take over the Olympic spot, 
eration begins. playing in the Georgian Room for 
dinner six nights a week and for 


Jack Teagarden guests on Bing Supper dancing in the Bowl Wednes- 
Crosby’s radio program tomorrow ay through Saturday. 
night (Thurs.). He’s working in ee 
Crosby's ‘Birth of Blues’ film. Ben Marden’s 
Open early 


Pancho band gets 
Riviera job this season. 
Sam Donahue band shifted from im May. 
Okeh to Bluebird. Cut its first four saan 
sides last week. | Buddy Clarke vand signed to Wm. 
— Morris agency for three years. Cur- 
Dick Todd renewed for another rently at Park Central hotel, N.Y. 
year on Bluebird. | 





Lena Horne, ex-vocalist with 
Billy Baer band and singer Eddy Charlie Barnet, will be a party of 
Howard, now working as single, the Cafe Society concert at Car- 
start a tour together at Orpheum negie Hall, New York, April 23. 
theatre, Springfield, Ill., April 26. ee 
| Marvin Long, Fred Waring trom- | 
Guy Lombardo pulls out of the ponist and asst. librarian, called into 
Roosevelt hotel, N.Y., May 15. Scotty Bates expects ditto. 





service, 








Bill Roberts orchestra at the 


; Charlie Barnet has hired four 
Olympic Hotel, Seattle, for the past 


lookers to form into 2 vocal quartet. 























= They’re Marie McDonald, Toni 
— | Traub, Vivian Blane, Mary Ann 
McCall. Latter was with Barnet be- 


fore and will be the maie voice in 
the group. 


kk KKK 
"HERE'S 





| Leopold Stokowski will lead All- 
| American Youth Orchestra in con- 
|cert at Forum, Wichita, June 17. 





Al Fremont opened at Merry-Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, Friday (11) for | 


THAT BAND 
AGAIN " third engagement there this season, 
| replacing the Bubbles Becker outfit. 


} | k M | Jack Williams, sax player with 
Baron Elliott at William Penn Hotel’s | 
Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, drafted and | 
replaced by Jimmy Datillo, from | 
| Etzi Covato band. Dean Sayre tak- 

| | Rf F NS | Pittsburgh, Monday (21), succeeding 

| Ted Blake and his Men About Town. 


ing over latter’s spot. 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA “tak 








Don Sari band, with Shirley Jeane, 
into Hotel Roosevelt's Lounge Cafe, 


Phil Alwess takes over at Bal- 

* conades, Pittsburgh, in place of Joe 

Villella, who after six months there 

THE | Moves to Oasis, another Pitt nitery. 
FAVORITE OF MILLIONS | Sammy Eisen. will lead a Ruby 
FROM COAST-TO-COAST Newman unit for the 12th consecu- | 
e tive year playing for the Vincent | 

Club show, April 17-18-19, John | 


SIX YEARS OF SOLID 


Hancock Hall, Boston. 
AIR TIME—WGN-MBS-NBC 





currently at} 


e Cecil Golly  orch, 
Deshler Wallick hotel, Columbus, 
ON TOUR—BEGINNING held over for two more weeks ’til 
April 14—Appleton, Wis. May 1. Run has broken all records 


April 15—Rockford, Hl, 

April 16—Decatur, Il. 

April 17—Sheboygan, Wis. 

April 18—Milwaukee, Wis. 

Apr. 19-20—Chase Hotel, St. Louis. 
April 21—Collinsville, Ill, 

Apr. 22-28—Chase Hotel, St. Louis, 


Mo, 
April 26—Quincy, Ill. 
April 30—Racine, Wis.—Theatre. 
May 1—ireen Bay, Wis.—Theatre. 


in hotel’s Ionian Room. 





R. H. Pauley’s Turnpike Casino, 
Lincoln, Neb., celebrates its fifth 
anniversary this weekend (18-20), 
and has Sterling Young booked for 
the occasion. 





Allen Curtis orch opens season for 


| Hampton Beach Casino, N. H., Sat- 





May 2—South Bend, Ind, urday (19), 

May 3—Coloma, Mich, 

May 4—Waukegan, Ul. Ray Galvin’s Eastern Orchestra 
May 5-6—Madison, Wis.—Theatre. Service, Boston, has booked Abe 
May 7—Manitowoc, Wis.—Theatre Lyman into Totem Pole Ballroom, 


May 8—Enroute. 

May 9-15—Indianapolis, Ind.— 
Lyric Theatre. 

May 16-22—St. Louis, 
Theatre. 

May 23-20—Chicago—Chicago 
Theatre. 

May 30-June 5 — Milwaukee, Wis. 
Riverside Theatre. 

June 6-14—One nighters to Calif. 

June 15-July 12—Catalina Island, 
Cal.—Casino. 


Auburndale, Mass., for two days, 
April 25-26; New England tours for 
Jerry Wald, April 30, May 1-2-3, and 
Teddy Powell, May 10-14-16-17. 


} 
| 
| 





Mo. — Fox 


Marks on Stand in His 
Suit Against Vogel Co.’ 





July 13-27—One nighters to Den- 


ver, 


July 28-August 1—Denver—Lake- Edward B. Marks will be examined 


side. | before trial April 16 in N. Y. federal 
August 8-14—One nighters to Chi- | court in connection with a suit being 
A cadens nel | brought by Edward B. Marks Music 
ma a | Corp. against Jerry Vogel Music Co.. 
Inc. On Thursday (10), Vogel filed a 

* general denial to the suit which 


BEST SELLERS ON pa er daaecaaaa and asked for 
OKEH RECORDS Marks Music claims that its presi- 
dent wrote a song called ‘December | 

6 and May’ in November, 1893, and re- | 

OUR THANKS TO newed the copyright in November, | 
MUSIC CORPORATION 1920. Since April, 1933, Jerry Vogel 
is accused of infringing via a song 

OF AMERICA | with a similar title and most of the | 
FOR A SWELL TOUR |same lyrics and words. An injunc- 
3 | tion, accounting of profits and dam- 

| ages are sought. 








SONG INFRINGEMENT SUIT | 
Jewel Music Publishing Co. has 
filed suit in N. Y. federal court | 
against Leo Feist, Inc., charging in- | 
| fringement of the music of ‘Carnival | 
in Cotton Town’ by Feist’s ‘Drummer 
| Boy.’ Plaintiff's song was written in 
; 1935 by Jules Lanon and Louis Ricca. | 
An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are sought. 





Power of Suggestion | 





Lincoln, April 15. 
Larry Herman, leader at the 
Pla-Mor this weekend, was being 
ribbed about his recent marriage 
to Merijeanne Masten, publicist 
in the Vic Schroeder 
booker) office in Omaha. 


(his 


convinced 
stuf 


Ballroom crowd is 


she got to believing the 


she wrote about him. 








BMI Asks That Mutual 
Shorten Its Plug Rule 
For Hourly Repetition 





Broadcast Music, Inc., has asked 
the Mutual Network to suspend its 
rule barring the playing of the same 
tune within less than two-hour in- 
tervals. BMI would like to have this 
interval cut down to an hour. 

Both NBC and Columbia 
pended this rule shortly before the 
break with ASCAP, for the apparent 
reason that BMI’s limited supply of 
dance music made this necessary. 
No move has been made by either 
network to reinstate the rule. | 


sus- 





Mario Merin rhumba band opened | 
indef engagement at El! Chico, Pitts- , 
burgh, Saturday (12). 





Coin-Catching Possibilities 


Three more recordings of ‘Intermezzo’ come along this week, all on 
Columbia release. Of the three, Marie Greene's (36007) sopranoing, sup- 
ported by chorus and orchestra, is the best. Singer handles it in a manner 
that gets the utmost out of the melody, and the chorus and musical bridges 
enhance its value. Xavier Cugat pops up with version (36016) in beguine 
tempo. It’s a listenable cutting, but the tune drops a bit of its punch at 
this speed. His is colorfully arranged, however, for flutes, violins, etc., 
with intermittent choral efforts. Charlie Spivak’s cutting is comparatively 
lifeless. Too much concentration on his muted horn neglects the accom- 
paniment, a fault to be found on some of his past recordings. ‘Carnation’ 
backs Miss Greene’s record, a lively bit. Cugat couples his to ‘Rendezvous 
in Rio, an average bolero vecalled by Lena Romay. ‘Sympatica’ backs 
Spivak’s. It’s a dull and worthless tune, surprisinglu so because Rodgers 
and Hart authored it, but its intrinsic lack of distinction explains why this 
filmusical excerpt wound up on the cutting room floor. Gary Stevens 
vocals, 





Vaughn Monroe ‘Thumbs Up’—Clam Chowder’ (Bluebird 11103) 

Followup to Irving Berlin’s ‘When That Man Is Dead and Gone’ was to 
be expected. ‘Thumbs Up’ is similar, telling the story of a guy, a date, 
the bombs and bomb shelters. It’s in jump tempo, an okay machine bit. 
‘Clam Chowder’ is an apt title for the reverse. It’s a monotonous bit of 
brass work in arranger Johnny Watson's usual style. 

Claude Thornhill ‘O Sole Mio’—Traumiere’ (Okeh 6124) 

Two fine examples of Thornhill arrangements. Sparkling freshness in 
his stuff, and the clean playing of them by the band mark this pair as out 
of the ordinary waxings. Writings are above average appeal, but still 
commercial enough to get machine attention. Either side is rich, ‘Sole Mio’ 
a shade faster and better. No vocals. 

Gene Krupa ‘Georgia on My Mind’—‘Alreet’ (Okeh 6118) 

Under wraps for a change, Gene Krupa’s group does nicely on ‘Georgia.’ 

Cutting has a smooth hop under clear and muted brass. It’s okay for 


(Continued on page 42) 

















(Records below are.grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 


to VARIETY. 


Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being plaved. 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 


respective publishers.) 




















1 Amapola . . 


(5) Marks 


Jimmy Dorsey | Decca... 
















2 There’ll Be Changes Made . 


{ Ted Weems 
} Vaughn Monroe 


.. 4 Decca... 


Bluebird (7) Marks 











3 | Understand . 





Jimmy Dorsey | Decca... (3) Feist 

























{| Bing Crosby .. § Decca... 

4 Dolores 5 ° ” ® e/ lie Dorsey Victor. Ay (2) Paramount 
{ Tommy Dorsey j§ Victor....., , 

5 Oneilove . . . . | Ella Fitzgerald | Decca... ‘') Forster 












































. { Ted Weems ...9 Decca... ,, 
G May I Never Love Again. =.) 33) Chester. | Biucvird.“®) BMI 
{ Sammy Kaye ..J Victor... . 
7 Memory of aRose ©.) Jimmy Dorey | Deca, (9 S-B 
e Band Played On. ae Guy Lombardo..| Decca... (2) PD. 















9 OhLookAtMeNow .. 


| Tommy ey Victor 


(LYE acev 
* | Woody Herman..] Decca. ... 1) Embassy 











10 Perfidia . 








{| Jimmy irene Decca. .... 


+ | Benny Goodman} Columbia ‘!) Southern 



























Hello Ma, I Done It 


(These recordings are directl 
‘2mand on the coin machines.) 








DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
y below the first 10 in popularity, but growing i 





ae . Ella Fitzgerald. ....Decca er a o 
‘*) Mitchell Ayres. Bluebird: ‘Robbins 


Woody Herman....Decca. .Southern 


Again..... 


eee eee ene eee eee 


ere +++++eeeeHarry James.....Columbia..Paramount 


_,,/ Dick Robertson ....Decca 
‘Al Donahue.... ....Okeh **BMI 


{ Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 
{ Benny Goodman.Columbia..BMI 
| Bob Chester...... Bluebird 
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- Inside Stuff--Orchestras 





Arrangements were completed at Washington, D. C., during the week | 


to allow the Eddy Duchin band to fulfill its June 20 date at the Copaca- 


pana nitery, Rio de Janeiro. All but 
jble for the draft. Sonny Werblin, 
to the capital to arrange for special 
arrange for temporary deferment, if 


two of Duchin’s musicians are elig- 
Music Corp. of America exec, went 
passports for the band and also to 


any of the men happen to be called | 


for induction inte the army while they are out of the country. 
Rio booking marks the first time that an American name band has in- 
yaded S. A. Duchin is booked for eight weeks at $5,000 per. 





Because of the ASCAP situation, Fred Waring some months ago was 


flirting with the idea of making ac 
home use, and specifically restrictirg 
artist. This is in line with Waring’s 


ouple of record albums, strictly for 
the radio rights as an interpretative 
pet battle on behalf of the National 


Ass'n of Performing Artists to keep commercials from using disks on the 


radio. However, nothing came of it. 





Two of Dol Brissette’s sax players 


are attempting to cram in a college 


education at the same time: Leo Thayer at Holy Cross and Bernard Mintz 


at Clark University, both institutions 


being in Worcester, Mass. 








Lombardo Regrets ASCAPers’ Attitude 


But Wonders at Their Short Memories—Band Never 
on the Chiz for Arrangements, Cut-Ins, Etc. 





Although not a little vexed with | 
the attitude of some Tin Pan Alley- 
ites, Guy Lombardo is inclined to | 
give the brushoff to any reaction 
that he’s ‘pro-BMI.’ ‘If they want) 
to think that way,’ says the maestro, 
‘nothing I can say or do will matter 
much. | 

‘But it’s a pity that they can brush 
aside 15 or 20 years of close associa- 
tions and just because I happened 
to be realistic, and told some of 
them that the ASCAP-radio fight 
was not going to be settled as fast 
as some wishful thinkers hoped, they 
started getting the hammer out for 
me. 

‘I've even heard them say that I 
pick the tunes for BMI. Which is 
not only ridiculous, but it’s as ridic 
as their short memories. They know 
that the Lombardos, in lean years or 
big, never chiseled on special ar- 
rangements, cut-ins, costs for radio 
wires, etc. But I suppose it would 
have pleased them if I'd gotten off 
the air with my Lady Esther pro- | 
gram. Well, that may have con- | 
vinced some, but I'm sure, in view | 
of the axing I'm getting in certain | 
quarters, that they'd find something 
else to gripe about. 

‘I'm not against the ASCAP pub- | 
lishers, writers and pluggers, and Id | 
be a chump to be against radio, or 
against anybody for that matter, if 
our job as a dance band is to please 
the public.’ 

Heidt’s Bow to Robbins 


In line with this 
ASCAP situation, music men recall 
an incident recently at the Hotel | 
Biltmore, N. Y., when Horace Heidt, 
then incumbent (and not doing well) 
virtually declaimed, so sincere was 
his acknowledgement, that ‘youl 
right, Jack, we can’t do without the 
tunes.’ 


maestro vs. 


This occurred when publisher Jack 
Robbins was in the room. He and 
Heidt hadn't clicked for years, pre- 
dicated principally on a then popu- 
lar Heidt impression that ‘the band 
makes the tunes, not the tune makes 
the band.’ 

Whether because of the poor biz 


in the Biltmore’s Bowman Room 
(where, however, there are no 
ASCAP restrictions) or because he 
(Heidt) had been radio-restricted, 


via the sustainings from the hotel 
the maestro in a somewhat disgusted 
mood conceded to the music publish- 
er that the bands need those hit 
tunes. 


Wallace Downey, Inc. 


Wallace Downey, Inc., has been 
formed in New York to handle tal- 
ent, and ties in with Downey's South 
American film, music and radio in- 
terests. The American, recently re- 
turned from Rio de Janeiro, will 
headquartér in New York for a time. 
and have his Rio and Buenos Aires 
agents represent him. 

Albert Byington, Jr., just in from 
Rio, and due to clipper back to Brazil 
April 17, will rep Downey along 
with Belba Branca, his present 
agent. 

Downey, meantime, has set Albert 
Dominguez, Mexican composer of 
‘Perfidia’ and ‘Frenesi,’ to record for 
Decca. 





Riley’s on Saratoga Lake, Saratoga 
N. Y., has opened for the season, with 
Francis Haggerty’s orchestra furnish- 
ing the music. 


+ 





Campus Best Sellers 


(U. OF ROCHESTER) 








Rochester, N, Y., April 15. 

Six best record sellers on this 
campus: 

1. Amapola (Jimmy Dorsey). 

2. Yours (Jimmy Dorsey). 

3. Oh Look at Me Now 
(Tommy Dorsey). 

4. I Dreamt I Dwelt in Har- 
lem (Glenn Miller). 

5. William Tell Overture (Al- 
vino Rey). 

6. Paradiddle Joe 
tor). 


Eastwood Gardens 


(Tony Pas- 








Feeds Music To 


Nearby Picnics 





Detroit, April 15. 

After hanging up more than 1,000,- 
000 attendance last season, Eastwood 
Park has booked into 
garden for this season the heaviest 
array of advance bookings it has 
ever attempted with 
still left to be filled. As an addi- 
tional fillip this year, with the idea 
of attracting heavily to its outdoor 
dancery, the park has installed a 
huge picnic grounds where canned 
music will be used daytimes and 
nighttimes the music will be piped 
in from the adjacent Eastwood Gary 
dens. Park has lined up plenty of 
the huge automobile lecals here for 
pienies and- the gag of giving them 
free music from the nearby Gardens 
is expected to bring over to the 
dance spot thousands of the evening 
picnickers. 


Park also is giving a class tone to | 


its dance business by lining up with 
the colleges and numerous local 
sororities. For example, University 
of Detroit Student Union will hold 
its annual summer dance to Bob 
Chester (local boy’s) music on May 


29. Park believes that the collegians 
set the vogue and has been making 
special overtures to the fraternities 
and sororities on the premise that 
where this group heads the others 
follow. 


bands has 
nA 


The present line-up on 
Ches via 
28. followed by Charlie Barnet 
June 6: Alvino Rey and King Sisters, 
June 13: Woody Herman, June 20; 


. 
Lel 


on 


Benny Goodman, June 27; Glenn 
Miller, July 15, and Orrin Tucker, 
Aug. 1, still leaving plenty of open 


dates for which name bands will be 
sought. Prices will continue this 
season at 50c nightly except on Sat- 
urday, when it vaults to 75c, tax 
included on the latter. 


Boom in Wedding Music 
Boston, April 15. 

The Army draft is driving many 
to marriage, reports Billy Kroner, 
who leads a Ruby Newman unit that 
|specializes in weddings. Last year, 
he averaged one a week. 

This year from April 20 to June 
30 alone, he has already been signed 
for 34 wedding parties and more 
‘coming im, 


its outdoor | 


several dates | 


—— 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| PREAKNESS BALL 





Held for Variety Club Charity Fund 


This Year 
Baltimore, April 15. 
The Preakness Ball staged on the 

night of that famous race, May 10, 
will be sponsored by the Variety 
Club here this year for its charity 
|fund. Dance scaled at $1 for general 
|admission and a $2 tap for ‘club 
| house’ seating at tables, will take 
| Place in the Fifth Regiment Armory, 
| Raymond Scott and Vincent Lopez 
_will hold down the bandstand with 
show interpolations figured through- 
| out the evening. 


Biilt Hicks is chief barker of the 
,local Variety Tent. The committee 
| in charge of the ball is headed by 
| Howard A. Burman, and is composed 
of J. Louis Rome, I. M. Rappaport, 
Bernie Seaman, Bill Saxton, Joe 
Grant, Barry Goldman, Ed Sherwod, 
Lou Garman, Nick Weems, Eddie 
| Perotka, J. Lawrence Schanberger 
and Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin. 


Juke Films Give Lesser 

| Bands Break Not Often 

| Found Via Wax Boxes 
| 


Bands listed below the top 15 or so 
|in popul ~ctings look upon the 
| jukebox films as a great break for 
|them. Leaders of such outfits that 
|have made reels, as have big name 
| crews, figure that now they're going 
to get a play where they never got 

it before. 


| 
| 
| 
| 











ings, but except in cases of outstand- 
ing records they don’t get much play 
|}in coin machines because they’re 
| crowded out by the top bands. 
operators don’t bother stocking ma- 
j;chines with recorded examples of 
| their stuff because nickel droppers 
|nearly always confine 
| the Dorsey's, etc. 
| Makers of juke reels can’t afford to 
film an eight clip reel with top bands 
alone, because of the prohibitive 
price, which gives the non-rated 
groups the break they talk about. 
They're included in the films be- 


| operators of the boxes and the peo- 
ple who pay to see them have no 
choice of selection. 


Most of the lower rated outfits | 
make conventional platter record- 


Most | 


spending to} 


"Old Orchard Opens May 3 


ployment Tax 





| 
| 
| 





Boston, April 15. 
Old Orchard Pier, at Old Orchard 


SAYS MUSICIANS ARE DEPRIVED OF LEGAL 


RIGHTS THROUGH REDTAPE, CONFUSION 


Boston Tax Consultant, Himself a Musician, Organizes 
a Secret Security League for Action on Unem- 


Boston, April 15 
A non-profit Musicians Security 
League, with secret membership, is 
in process of formation here under 


Beach, Me., opens May 3 for season, the guidance of Gene Mack. whilom 


while Riverside Park, Springfield, | 


Mass., unshutters on May 2. 
Ray Galvin’s Eastern 


ings on both spots. 





Congarhumba No 


Lure in Cleveland 
For the Spender 





Cleveland, April 15. 
Jules Duke's crew 1s 


Statler Hotel's cocktai] lounge about 
April 28. 

Hostelry may abandon the Latin 
atmosphere “Jose Morand installed 
last fall. Although pushed heavily 
by Jack Hennessey, v.p. of Statler 


quite jelled here. Attracted 
young set from the social register, 
but not the spenders. 

Doris Weston was brought in 
Monday (14) with Carlton and 





| probably will 








Juliette, ballroom terpers, for what 
be the room's swan 
song-show for the season. 





FENTON BROTHERS 


GO SEPARATE WAYS 


April 


orchestra 





15. 


will 


Boston, 


Fenton Brothers 


split after Saturday (19) with George 
| Fenton retaining the present band 
land Joe Fenton moving out to form 


| ° 
| his own band. 
ranging assistance 


have ar- 
Glenn Taft, 


Joe will 
of 


|formerly with Charlie Barnet; Joe 
| cause they are not too expensive and | Haymes and Claude Thornhill. 


Both bands will operate under 
their own names in the New England 


Once a reel is! territory, although George has plans 


made up it remains in one piece.|to move to another section. 


And when 
in motion 


coin 
band t 


it 
up 


to set 
comes 


a 
the 


1s 


paid 
hat 


goes through its routine regardless of 


who likes it. 


BAND VOCALISTS GUEST 


{ 


ON WNEW PROGRAM 


Name band vocalists are the basis 
of a 8:30-9 p.m. program which be- 
gan on WNEW, New York, last night 
(Tuesday). Station guesting a 
| different chirper each week, backed 
by Merle Pitt's studio band 


is 


Helen Forrest, with Benny Good- 
man, was the first. Series will con- 
tinue till band list is exhausted. 


Nay, Mary Ann McCall 


Charlie Barnet and Tomm\ 
Reynolds came to mild grips last 
week over vocalist Mary Ann Mce- 
Call. Latter who had been with 


Barnet and then shifted to Reynolds. 
was on the verge of returning to 
Barnet as the focal point of a new 
quartet when Reynolds served 
notice that she under contract 
to him. 


Was 
Barnet asked $2.500 for her 
contract. She returned to Reynolds 
soon after. 


Was 


Will Osborne and his new crew 


into the L.A. Paramount theatre for 
two weeks, during the run of ‘Caught 
in the Draft.’ Ray Noble's orches- 
tra opens a month's run on Catnlina 
Island May 17, and Slim and Slam 
start at the Swanee Inn, L: IL, April 


129. 


BRADLEY CAN TRAVEL 


After First Month Silver Programs 
Okay Outside New York 
Contract for Will Bradley 
band’s 23 weeks on ‘Silver Theatre 
of the Air’ allows Bradley to do the 
show from the the first 
four or six weeks, will come 
from New York. 
Columnist Ed 
band replace the 

series April 27 


the 


ancl aft 
TrOagd aite@!l 


which 


Sullivan 
current 


the 
dramatic 


and 





- Madison Dancery 





~ 
| 
- ' 





Continued from page 3°—— 
when so many you people will be 
the mainstay of t itronage 

Bands will be anged every twe 
weeks. Only one session F 
p.m. to 2 a.m., ith matinee o! 
Saturday and S The 66c fla 
for male or female; other hooferie 
cut for the femmes ually. 

Other Bids 
With the deal consummated it de- 


velops that Mike Todd wanted it for 
a Cabaret-Theatre, counterpart of his 


Chicago venture; Billy Rose for an 
indoor Aquacade ‘voied impractical 
constructionally by Stanton Griffis 
;}Col. John Reed Kilpatrick and othe: 
of the Garden); and Louis J. Brecke: 
| (Roselend ballroom) for a hoofery 
which Brecker had in mind last yea: 
of somewhat similar patterr It wa 
to be called a Quartercade (25c par- 
ity for all items). 

An automobile giveaway every 
week will be another feature. With 
Walter P. Chrysler, Jr. on the Gar- 
den bozrd, that may be the auto 
make although not set yet 


chain, the conga-rhumba stuff , a. | Ruling which only added to the con- 


returning an 
home to Cleveland after two years’ | yy 
absence, to start summer policy in! 


| would be fined 


guitarist with Jacques Renard, Lee 


Orchestra | SMelley and other orchestras. By day 
Service, Boston, has exclusive book- | under his proper name of Joseph B. 


McGillicuddy the guitarist is a tax 
|consultant and accountant and he 
' . . ° 
sees his fellow musicians as the vic- 
tims of redtape, contradictory inter- 
pretations and their own fears with 
| the result that musicians are shut off 
| from unemployment insurance bene- 
fits when needed. 


| For the past four years, he has 
been studying this situation where 
|musicians have applied for unem- 


ployment compensation when out of 
a job, only to find that no tax had 
been paid for them. 

| ‘Orchestra leaders have consulted 
, the local Musicians’ Union and were 
{informed that they were not to pay 
y taxes as employers, according to 
ack. Furthermore, these leaders 
| were warned by the union that they 
if they paid the 


, taxes. The national office has passed 


| the ruling down to the local office 


after the union attorneys had con- 
ferred with the Social Security Board 
and obtained this Internal Revenue 


fusion. 
‘However, many orchestra leaders 


| since then have been declared sub- 


| to meet these payments. 


case 


ject employers and been forced to pay 
back-taxes amounting to thousands 
of dollars. Some of these leaders 
were almost forced into bankruptcy 
... When a 
leader appeals to his local union for 
assistance in this matter he is merely 
referred to the National Union's at- 
torneys in Washington. The leader 
receives no Satisfaction from the at- 
torney and still has to pay the gov- 
ernment’s demand. ... One of the 
evils resulting from the present con- 
fused situation is that musicians are 
afraid to assert their rights by in- 
quiring from the leader or musie 
purchaser if the tax is being paid for 
them. These musicians fear they 
may lose their jobs if they make an 
issue of this matter. If no tax is paid 
for them on current engagements, it 
is necessary for them to go through 
months of delay and red tape in 
order to obtain unemployment com- 
pensation. Many become discouraged 
and cancel their claims before the 
reaches settlement. Sometimes 
musician is forced withdraw 
his claim under duress. 

‘Membership in the proposed Musi- 
cians’ Security League is strictly con- 
fidential to prevent possible of 
employment by members from em- 


tne to 


Joss 


ployers who do not wish to accept 
their responsibilities. No member 
becomes involved in any manner, 


Membership is open to all musicians 
ind dues are only $2 per year. 
Mack: 

“The 
intends 


Says 


Musicians’ 
to correct 


Security League 
existing faults 
two angles: first, Current En- 
gagements will be given immediate 
attention and steps taken to assure 
the payment cial secur- 
by either the leader 
ch 
taurant, or ball- 
result in prompt 
inemployment 
ny 
inemployed at the termination 
Secondly, we 
of the 


a 
420M 


of current 
] taxes 
l Isic p 
note night 
This 
ettlement of 


pensation claims if a 


or tne 


irchaser, wh might be the 
lub re: 
room will 
come 
muUSiICian De- 
ome 
of his engagement 
strive for the correction 
derlying faults that have caused 
difficulties. It is urgent that 
ihis be done immediately before gov- 
ernment wage records are destroyed. 
‘Individual claims for adjustment 
old age social security benefits 
be handled at a nominal cost. 
involves obtaining complete 
record from the_ individual 
and preparation of 


forms, 


ul 


tnese 


of 


will 
This 


wage 


a 
an neces- 
together 
with proper follow-up of this adjust- 
which take 


may several 


‘Individual unemployment com- 
pensation claims wiil also be handled 
a nominal cost, payable - when 
benefit checks are received,” Mack 
concluded. 


al 


oo 
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Radio-Music Settlement Indef 


Continued from page |! 








held a similar conference at ASCAP | the convention, they predict, may de- | 


headquarters last Friday (11), | 


Affiliates Dominate 
A significant feature about the 


NBC and Columbia meetings is that tion ferm: 


present at each was somebody rep-| 
resenting the particular network's 
affiliates. CBS had Ike Lounsberry, 
of WGR-WKBVW, Buffalo, and NBC's 
affiliate attendants were Paul Mor- 
ency, of WTIC, Hartford, and Sam 
Rosenbaum, WFIL, Philadelphia. By 
the device of including affiliates in 
such delegates NBC and Columbia, 
have indicated that any deal they 
make with ASCAP will have to be 


subject to the approval of their 
affiliated stations. 
Pointed intimations have come 


from these affiliate ranks that, un- 


less NBC and CBS get themselves | 


in a vulnerable spot as the result 
of the FCC’s monopoly report, these 


/ ri iven that one of the major points of | 
ee een eee = | acquisition of Victor Herbert's comic 





| ensue. 
' would prefer oF 
‘their performance money for an in- | Cleveland’s 


} 
| 


| 
' 
| 


| 








lay settlement of the local music an- 
gle for several months) ASCAP so 
far has not developed any local sta- 
'* based on her program 
payment, figuring that this angle can 
be taken up after something has 
been worked out with the networks. 
On the other hand there is a strong | 
sentiment within ASCAP_ which 
favors passing up contracts alto- 
gether with local stations and con- 


]! Isidore Witmark Dies; 


In 1886 He and Bros. 


Network Plugs, $ AM. to1 AM. 





Became Music Publishers Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 


Isidore Witmark, 71. a founder of 
M. Witmark & Sons, died April 9 of 
pneumonia in Polyclinic hospital, N. 
Y., after a brief illness. He was 


president of the Witmark publishing | 
' firm when it was acquired by War- 


ner Bros. as part of an $8,000,000 mu- 
sic publishing deal. 

With his brothers Jay and Julius P., 
Isadore Witmark in 1886 turned their 


fining the use of ASCAP music, if| small printing plant to publishing 


possible, to network hookups, on the | popular songs. 


Isidore had mean- 


theory that the ASCAP would have | while done some songwriting for 
less chance of being overplugged and | brother Julius, a boy soprano, and 
a greater sale of sheet music might | the first of these he had published 


These pubs 


creased income from she~* sales. 


Contract Longevity 
Indications have already 


| 
| 


been 


“Store Clerk Composer’ ibe irks BM 


Even while ASCAP an€ the networks are talking peace the bom- 
bardment of propaganda continues from ASCAP and BMI quarters. 
Latest exchange between the publicity departments of ASCAP and 
BMI concerns an ASCAP pamphlet, recently issued, which outlines 
the history and functions of ASCAP and includes excerpts from news- 
paper articles and editorials on the ASCAP-radio fight. 

BMI’s press agents last week took a blast at the pamphlet, apparent- 
ly on the basis of a quoted editorial which read, ‘The radio monsters 
. .. have put the songwriters to work as store clerks and the store 
It’s like Russia.’ 
among its writers are a few store clerks but explains that it didn’t 
fancy the belittling tone of the quotation. 

The blast was captioned ‘ASCAP friendship’ and the introductory 
paragraph read: ‘There has been talk about ASCAP’s new goodwill 
ASCAP has recently put out a new 
pamphlet which gives an illustration of the way ASCAP gets affec- 
Headlines set out prominently in the middle of one page 
read, ‘Radio Wants Free Music’ and ‘Radio Hits Writers Earnings.’ 

ASCAP members themselves were surprised by the sudden release 
They had been under the impression that these 
tactics had ended with the elimination of the extensive publicity staff 
Since then all authority over publicity 
has been reinvested in E. C. Mills, who brought in his own p.a., Richard 


clerks to work writing songs. 


policy toward the broadcasters. 


tionate. 


of the pamphlet. 
headed by A. P. Waxman. 


Murray. 


BMI admits that 








a deal until the affiliates find out! haggling between the networks and 


what ASCAP music will cost them 
locally. In any event the odds are 
that the real bargaining between 
NBC and CBS and ASCAP for a 
settlement of their differences will 
not start until after the close of the 
convention of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters in St. Louis, 
May 12 to 15, inclusive. 


Stall for Good Deal 
Strategy which still actuates the 
rank and file of broadcasters, and 


which attitude presages a distant set- 
tlement on the part of NBC and 
Columbia, is that the longer radio 
holds out the better will be the deal 
it will obtain from ASCAP. Only 
thing that can happen which will 


precipitate NBC and Columbia into | 


closing with ASCAP any sooner than 
its affiliates dictate is a deal between 
the Society and Mutual. The net- 
works, affiliates themselves 


point 


out, have nothing to fear from Wash- 


ASCAP will be the longevity of the 
contracts. ASCAP, it is understood, 
will put no limit on the length of a 
contract calling for a percentage on 
all commercial programs, but it is 
inclined to limit the term of a per 
program “zrangement because of its 
new and untried angle, Another 
point that may raise much argument 
| during negotiations has to do with 
some broadcasters’ 


any renewal, unless the new contract 
runs for 10 years, be subject to arbi- 
tration. The future of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., these broadcasters point 


insistence that | 
the contract include provision that 


and writers | was ‘A Mother's a Mother After All.’ 
to sacrifice some Of | His later tunes included ‘President 


Wedding March,’ ‘To 
Who, You Know’ and ‘He Was a Pal 
of Mine.’ 

Witmark firm itself moved into 
important ranking in 1898 with the 


opera, ‘The Fortune Teller,’ and such 


of the latter’s tunes as ‘Ah! Sweet 
Mystery of Life,’ ‘Kiss Me Again’ 


and ‘I’m Falling in Love with Some- 
one.” Among the firm's publications 
were ‘Sweet Adeline,” ‘When You 
Were Sweet Sixteen,’ ‘My Wild Irish 
Rose, ‘Tammany,’ ‘Absence Makes 
the Heart Grow Fonder,’ ‘Where 
the River Shannon Flows’ and such 


Sigmund Romberg scores as ‘The 
Student Prince,’ ‘New Moon’ and 


‘Desert Song.’ As to royalty coliec- 
tions from ASCAP Witmark has al- 
ways ranked among the top in the 
publisher group. 

Surviving are two daughters, two 
brothers, Jay and Frank Witmark, 
and a sister. Julius P. Witmark, 
Jr.. who is with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., is a nephew. 





APRIL 28 


Lincoln, April 15. 
Last chance bid for recognition is 


(28). 
indicated the bulk of the argumen- 
tative job will be saddled on William 
J. Hotz, an Omaha attorney who, as 
special prosecutor, handled the case 
when the law was called ‘in-opera- 
tive’ by a U. S. District Court, three- 
judge session here in 1939. 





out, will be determined by the 
longevity of the new contract with 
ASCAP. If the latter is termed for 
10 years the inclination 
shelve BMI, whereas, a much shorter 
period we:'4 *=-'ne its stockholders 
to keep it going as a a bargain in- 
strument in dealing with ASCAP in 


~ ASCAP Rates Mutual as Unicue 





Any deal made with the Mutual Network by ASCAP will be basic- 
ally different from the contracts eventually consummated with NBC 


and Columbia. 


ASCAP is proceeding on the theory that Mutual differs 
from the other two networks in three ways: 


a 


1. Mutual is not operated for a corporate profit, whereas NBC and 
Columbia are privately owned and operated for a corporate profit. 
2. Mutual does not detract 16 hours in compensating an affiliate for 


commercial services as the other two networks do, 


and, unlike NBC 


and Columbia, makes no charge for sustaining services. 


3. Mutual deducts 15% 
collected for time from 
over to its affiliated stations, 


whereas the other 


as a Sales and service fee from the revenue 
commercials and 


turns the remaining 85% 


two networks base 


their affiliated station compensation on a scale which starts at around 


20% and works up to 374%2%. 





= 





ington so long as they show a dis- 
position to talk with ASCAP. Tle 
same affiliates feel certain that NBC 
and Columbia will not signature any 
contracts with ASCAP minus the 


| during 


° ° ° | 
approval of their associsted s‘ations | 


because they (the networks) 
risk not collecting anything on the 


would | 


payments made ASCAP from the as- | 


sociated outlets. 

These affiliate sources warn that 
if ASCAP is thinking in terms of 
1940 as far as “*7*ome from loca! sta- 
tions is concerned it will find 
itself quite disappointed after the 
N.A.B. convention has acted on the 
formula w*’ * *SCAP proposes for 
local stations. If, say these sources, 
the ASCAP proposals aren’t close 


| 
} 
1 
} 


the future. BMI, according to one 
+ 

of its directors, cost the radio indus- 
try somewhat less than $2,000,000 
the past year. Obligations 
outstanding figure about $1,750,000 
more. 

If Mutual's 
feels satisfied 


copyright committee 
with ASCAP'’s alter- 
nate terms at today’s meeting in 
Chicago, the next move will be to 
submit it to the network’s board of 
directors and stockholders. Latter 
meeting would be called for the lat- 
ter part of next week. If the Mutual 
board votes ‘> ~>--™mmend an agree- 
ment covering the use of ASCAP 
music on he~'--> programs, the net- 
work’s affiliates will bg@summoned 


enough to what the local stations; to a third meeting to be held during 


think they should pay, ** 


temper of! the first week in May. 








will be to} 





| thought to be okay, but the judges | 


Since the District Court 
ment wasn’t a complete slapdown, 
there is some optimism on the anti- 
ASCAP side that reversal might 
be gained. In any event, a 
cision which might illuminate the 
way to state legislative control of 
ASCAP’s business methods, would 
be acceptable. 

Nebraska's law is the first of many 
State bills to survive vote of solons 
and win governors’ signatures and 
get a trial on its merits. As such, 
and with all the arguments which 
would fit all the cases, the high 
court is taking care of them all in 
one swoop. 


The U. S. District Court felt that | 


the law, as framed by the Nebraska 
law-makers, was too hefty a mea- 
sure, going outside bounds to assume 


powers hitherto delegated only to 
congress. Some of the bill was 


| said each part of the bill indicated 


its dependence so strongly on the 


| other parts that it was evident that 


the legislature wanted the whole 


| bill to go through 


| When it came time to appeal, Hotz | 
| filed 22 


affidavits from that many 
of the 43 members of the legislature 


who passed it, saying their intention | 
was to crack the monopoly without | 


taking away the rights of copy- 
right holders. Decision said, too, 


that it was not proper for individual 
members of the society to combine 
for the purpose of price fixing, and 
on those two premises the appeal 
was granted. 

Hotz may be accompanied by Wal- 
ter Johnson, the attorney general, 
who finds he’s in an odd position. 
Johnson was a member of that 1937 
legislature, but didn’t vote on the 
measure, because he felt it was un- 
constitutional. After it passed and 
the legislature was over, he ran for 
the a.g. office, won it, and with it 
the duty of fighting to the last ditch 
for the legislation he couldn’t see as 
a solon. 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (April 7-13). Total represents accumulated per. 
formances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. [Dropped for 
some months, persistent trade demand prompted resumption of the plug’s 
breakdown even though ASCAP tunes obviously can’t be logged.] 





GRAND 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Amapola .....ccccece bone ot ekse babe sesh) bi ekedeneeumess Marks 28 
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High on a Windy Hill...... Pee Peer err Te YT + 21 
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SN i Ne INR bob skids csceok ees apaeswesensoasiegat Marks . 17 
, ee SAT rer ene etre Pree a eer eee 17 
SN oven deb enss tpeedeaensense Cease Southern 16. 
SEL OPS TPT OE EE eee ee Ter Ce LOOT ee Campbell ..... 16 
No ae ies Naak eae SSeS ke heee eee 15 
PO I oe Bd ae Sao Baek bike we Re Stevens ....... 15 
FR Seer res Pee eer ree eet are Se 14 
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There'll Be Some Changes Made................seee Marks 14 
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eo ee Sak hh adhe 6 baie ORR eR Southern 12 
Ee gS eee er er ak 50s 12 
ee oaks aad odlehae aes pes Embassy ...... 12 
ee Te ee. eae ae ar rere Beacon 11 
Wow Bnew Be Bat tO Musles oc cocks s cave cseccvede ee 11 
og ee erty eee eT ere ee EE De awkisess 10 
pee, Gene OH RID CGO ok sivas okies cctsivsiserrdies Marks . - 





Coin-Catching Possibilities 


(Continued from page 40) 











NEBRASKA 1937, 
LAW ECHOES © 


to be made by the proponents of | 
Nebraska’s anti-ASCAP law, passed | 
in 1937, when it comes up for U. S. | 
Supreme Court review on Monday | 
Attorney general’s office has | 


judg- 


de- | 


‘Alreet’ is an- 
Miss O’Day vocals. 


nickels. Anita O’Day’s vocal, however, is not satisfying. 
other of these things. Too noisy and aimless. 
Kay Kyser ‘Alexander the Swoose’—Why Cry, Baby’ (Columbia 36040) 
| ‘Swoose’ is one of those ‘Three Fishies’ novelties that find easy favor on 
any turntable. Almosi all vocal by Harry Babbitt, Ginny Simms and Jack 
and Max, the tune is lightly arranged and liftingly played. Lyrics are 
cute. Reverse is also ckay. Sully Mason vocals. 


Tony Pastor ‘Confessin’-—I Close My Eyes’ 

Pastor maintains his average with the first side. Standard is burnished 

by a slowly-played arrangement and set solidly by Pastor’s vocal and 
| tenor break. Coupling is an average pop, lyriced by Dorsey Anderson. 


(Bluebird 11105) 


| King Sisters ‘Perspicacity’—‘Where Mountains Meet Moon’ (Bluebird 11099) 
| Kings do a neat job on these two. First is a rhythm piece from the past, 
| with good lyrics, ably backed by a segment from the Alvino Rey band, 

It lifts. Backing is a listenable piece of ballad material under smooth 
| treatment. Sides are liberally sprinkled with Rey’s guitar. 


Jimmy Dorsey ‘In Hush of Night’—My Sister and I’ (Decca 3710) 


| Both sides machine items. First is good example of band’s method of 
using vocalists Bob Eberly and Helen O'Connell, former at ballad pace 
ana szatter in rhythm, It’s good. ‘Sister’ loses a lot of its 


possibilities 
via a tempo that carries Bob Eberly’s excellent lyricing at too fast a speed. 
It'll get peoniy of play, however. Accompaniment is neat. 
Mitchell Ayres ‘Band Played On’—‘South North Carolina’ (Bluebird 11101) 
There are tasty arrangements of this tune on the counters; Ayres ar- 
rangement can drop right into line with them. : 
uses Mary Ann Mercer and Tommy Taylor 
is proper ‘Gay 90's.’ 


He colors it neatly and 
separately on vocals. Tempo 
Miss Mercer's vocalling stands out on the reverse. 


Barry Wood ‘Things I Love’—'Talking to Wind’ (Victor 27369) 
Weed turns in a nice job on the first. a capable tune with good lyvic. 
Background is commendable. Reverse is listenable also, but not as good 
material. It convinces only in flashes, 


; Leo Reisman ‘My Sister and I'—Fairy Tales’ (Victor 27375) 
Reisman’s arrangement of ‘Sister’ is the poorest of all so far. He plays 
it lightly and at advanced tempo, but- succeeds in doing nothing out of 
| the very ordinary. Melody is almost completely lost in the final chorus, 

following an Anita Boyer vocal which can be labelled one of her worst. 
| ‘Fairy Tales’ is better, but it’s an innocuous number. 


| BMI Stops ‘Cathedral’ 


PRO-ALLY GROUP 


Puts Up $600 In Prizes for a Theme 
Song 


*nha? . 
Catalog 


Music, Inc., 


of Broadcast 


has issued a desist warn- 


department 


Woman’s Division of Committee to 
Defend America by Aiding the Allies 
|} has started a nationwide contest to 
' find an original popular song to use 

as a theme to attract attention to 
| the club’s purpose. Total of $600 in 
prizes has been earmarked for win- 
ners $300 going to the best tune sub- 
| mitted. 

Flock of names from all sorts of 
activity and all parts of the country 
| are listed on the advisory committee | 
which will select the winners in the 
| competition. 


ing 


to its subscribers in connection 
with the airing of ‘Cathedral in Rio,’ 
a Southern Music publication. This 
listed by BMI as ‘Vital 
Changes No. 35,’ follows a complaint 
made by Witmark, an ASCAP af- 
filiate, that the melody of ‘Cathedral’ 
an infringement of ‘Lullaby on 
Broadway, which Wiimark copy- 
righted in January, 1935. 

The Southern tune was formerly 
tagged ‘Ahora Seremos Felices’ and 
copyrighted in 1938. Harry Warren 
wrote the melody of ‘Lullaby’ and 
Rafiel Hernandez did the music of 
‘Ahora’ which Southern converted 
|into Cathedral in Rio.’ Witmark 
proposes to file suits later against 
Southern and the BMI subscribers 
that used the disputed melody. 


stop order, 


1s 





R. M. Cooper Off FCC 


Washington, April 15. 

Robert M. Cooper, former Justice 
Department lawyer, quit the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week after two years of special ser- 
vice. While entering private prac- 
tice, he will continue handling spe- 
cial assignments from the D. of J., 
probably involving radio. 

Before joining the FCC legal staff, 
Cooper did considerable pick-and- 
shovel work readying the attack on 
ASCAP. 





Lew Porter and Johnny Lange sold 
four tunes to Producers Releasing 
Corp. for use in ‘The Lone rider 
Gallops to Glory.’ They are ‘Swee! 
Suzannah,’ ‘Under Prairie Skies,’ ‘In 
Old Spring Valley’ and ‘Old Cactus 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending April 12, 1941) 
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ASCAP-Radio Peace Will Cool Of 
The Amateur Songwriters Fast 





Boston, April 15. 

Since the break between ASCAP 
and the radio interests (Jan, 1) there 
has been a steady increase in the 
number of advertisements carried by 
Boston newspapers from music 
sharks. ‘The music war,’ these ads 
invariably declare, ‘has created a 
great demand for new songs, and 
the sharks, who describe themselves 
as service outfits, ask for ‘song 
poems’ which they offer to set to 
music. 

This offer has now been extended 
to include a phonograph recording 
of the completed song at prices 
which start at $7. 


No Need fer Songsharks 





New York music publishers, who | 
often serve as checking sources for | 
Better Business Bureaus and others 
on song shark inquiries, declare that 
they have not been apprised of any 
particular spread of the songshark 
thing throughout the country in re- | 
cent months. They think that the | 
amateur songwriters have had avail- 
able too many legitimate outlets such 
as the Song Hit Guild, BMI and vari- 
ous radio programs to make it profit- 
able for the songshark. 

These pubs aiso predict that peace 
between radio anc ASCAP may pro- 
duce the most pronounced cooling- 
off period among amateur writers 
that this country has ever seen. 
The percentage of click tunes made 
available by amateurs since the ad- 
vent of BMI has been so negligible 
that established publishers will give 
the product of such sources a long 
and complete brushoff. People, they 
say, will listen to the output of ama- 
teurs when there is nothing else 
available but when these ams have 
to compete with professionals it will 
be an altogether different story. 


NO COLUMBIA RECORD 
SETTLEMENT AS YET 


Hollywood, April 15. 











| SO 


You Zig It 





Tops in screwy song titles 
seems to have been scored last 
week by Columbia Pictures. It 
registered with the Hays office, 
as the label of a tune in a forth- 
coming picture: 

‘Zig Me Baby With a Gentle 
Zag,’ by Eddie Cherkose and 
Jacques Press. 


DOUGLAS 10 
PROTEST FOR 
M.P.P.A. 








Board of directors of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association in| 
a meeting last week instructed its 
chairman, Walter G. Douglas, to at- 
tend the U. S. senate’s hearings on 
the international copyright conven- 
tion and lodge its opposition to this 
adherence to the pact. 
Hearings opened yesterday (Tues- 
day) before a sub-committee of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
of which Senator Elbert Thomas is 
Curious sidelight on the| 


in so far as the music} 


senate bill 
industry is concerned was the de-| 
cision of the ASCAP board last week | 
not to have a representative at this 
hearing. AASCAP’s publishers are} 
opposed to the terms of the interna- | 
tional convention, whereas the writ-| 
ers think favorably of the project, 
that the only logical thing the} 
ASCAP board could do was take a| 


country’s 





chairman. 


| standoff position. 


}come the 


The MPPA board holds to the 
viewpoint that it would be hazard-| 
oue for American copyright owners | 
if the Berne convention were to be- 
law of the United States 


A second meeting to settle the | without Congress first revising this 
strike at the Columbia Recording | country’s copyright law so as to make | 


plant here was broken up this morn- 
ing when the committee represent- 
ing the struck United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers of 
America bolted negotiations. 
Columbia Recording officials 
fered to increase pay under all clas- 


| the 
| with 


| 


of- | 


terms of the latter consistent | 
the provisions in the Berne 
convention. If the convention were| 
adopted before the U.S. copyright! 
law were revamped, the American 
publishers, as the MPPAites see it, 
would be faced with a deluge of in- 
fringement suits. Numbers that for 


sifications by 1.7¢c per hour but this | years had been treated as part of 
proposal was rejected as ridiculous.| the public domain would suddenly 
Edward Fitzgerald, U.S. labor con-| become valid U.S. copyrights and 


ciliator, has another meeting sched- 


millions of dollars spent on publish- 


uled for Wednesday (16). | ing special arrangements of such 
Walkout has been in effect since | compositions would have been 
last Friday. Repeated atempts to! wasted. 


reopen the plant have been balked 
by refusal of the clerical workers to 
cross the picket line. 

The union demands raising of the 
minimum ceiling from 55c to 75c per | 
hour with an inerease of approxi- 
mately 10c per hour in the higher 
classifications. Columbia plant has 
85 employees, all of whom are af- 
fected. Company services the re- | 
cording business in 11 western states 
and also handles a voluminous tran- 
scription trade. 

The union negotiated a new wage 
deal with Allied Phonograph & 
Record Manufacturing Co. and has 
announced that neither Allied nor 
RCA-Victor would handle anv Co- 
lumbia business for the duration of 
the strike. Union officials said to- 


Most of the foreign copyright laws 
give the creator or his assignee pro- 


| tection for life plus 50 years there- 


| after. 


Under the American law pro- 


tection is limited to 28 years plus 


another 28 years if properly renewed. | 


Another factor that makes the pub- 


lishers hostile to entry into the con-| 


vention at this time is the unstable 
world condition. With new boun- 
daries and alliances being established 
at quick intervals the pubs can’t 


| understand why the state department 


} 


should be so anxious to became part 
of an international convention and 
imperil] the status of American copy- 
right owners, 





Ray Whitley cleffed three songs 


day that a mass demonstration would for RKO's ‘Cyclone on Horseback.’ 
be staged in front of the CBS studios | Ditties are ‘Blue Nightfall,’ “‘Tumble- 


Saturday night. 


| weed Cowboy’ and ‘Bangtail.’ i 


gag to emphasize the nationalistic as- 


Peer Scorns Idea Of 
Cuban Writers’ Group 


Havana, April 15. 

Ralph S. Peer, head of Southern 
Music and Peer International Music 
Corp., when here on the first lap of 
an extensive South American trip, 
embracing every country, to line up 
songs and songwriters, gave the 
brushoff to Jack Robbins’ scheme of 
a Union of Cuban Composers and 
Authors. Robbins, in a previous 
news account, stated that UCCA 
was being organized by him, via 
his local rep. Silvia Suarez, in col- 
laboration with Miguel Gabriel, 
head of the large radio station here, 
CMQ. 

Peer’s attitude is that there are al- 
ready four local songwriters’ so- 
cieties in existence in Cuba, and al- 
most every name songsmith is al- 
ready affiliated with any of these 
four combines, or with E. B. Marks 
(who has Ernesto Lecuona, for ex- 
ample), or -with Southern Music 
(Peer). Exceptions are Tousett, 
Julio Brito and Osvaldo Estevill, the 
Hotel Nacional’s maestro-composer, 
and they have been writing for 
Robbins. 

Latter plans a National Music Co. 
of Cuba, as a further exploitation 





pects—Robbins, naturally, to be the 
sales agent. 

Actually, Robbins and Miguel 
Gabriel are still talking the situa- 
tion over. Gabriel and his CMQ 
have vital advertising and merchan- 
dizing affiliations with the Crucellas 
Co., as the local Colgate-Palmolive- 


Broadcaster Tells State Legislators 
Law Would Collect $9,000 Tax But 





Makes a Difference 





Philadelphia, April 15. 

Bert Lemisch’s orchestra, play- 
ing in a North Philly nitery is 
hounded by song pluggers. In 
the past Lemisch had trouble 
getting music from them, now 
he’s the most sought-after band- 
leader in town, 

Reason: Lemisch’s crew has a 
remote over WDAS, one of the 
few stations with an ASCAP 
license, 








TOPS FOREIGN 
BMI CATALOG 


Preference for Polish music leads 








Peet company is called, which plugs 
its toiletries over CMQ. | 

Although Gabriel admits that Rob- 
bins approached him with a mutual 
profit scheme, the former is said to | 
have agreed only with reservations, | 
and requested that the idea be put | 
into tangible form on paper so that! 
the CMQ lawyers might go over it. | 
Gabriel never saw Robbins after 
that interview, nor was any plan sub- 
mitted to him. 

Both Arsenio Rodriguez, blind gui- | 
tarist and composer, and Margarita | 
Lecuona, cousin to Ernesto Lecuona, 
are under contract to Peer at the 
present’ writing and will remain so 
for the next six months. Where they 
will go at the termination of their | 
contracts, and what promises they | 
have made to Robbins are conjec- 


} 


| American, 


all other foreign tunes, according to 
breakdown of requests of member 
stations reaching foreign lenguage 
groups throughout the country, as 
compiled by Broadcast Music, Inc. 


Italian was the second most popu- 
lar foreign music, according to the 
BMI survey, with Cuban and Latin- 
candinavian end Hun- 
garian following in that order. 

Questionnzire covering listener 
preferences was mailed to the 670 
BMI stations, with only approxi- 
mately 57 outlets catering to foreign 
language audiences responding to the 
foreign music query. 

BMI is negotiating for acquisition 
of several foreign catalogs, notably 
Polish. The latest BMI catalog lists 


tural, says Peer. ,; music of some 33 nationalities. 








Inside Stuff—Music 


Joseph Abend, assistant to Sam Manus of Alfred Music, turned tune 
detective while watching a performance of ‘Meet the People,’ and spotted 
eight bars from ‘Waiting For the Robert E. Lee,’ controlled by Manus, 
in one of the skits. Controversy which followed was settled with pay- 
ment of a nominal sum by the Hollywood Theatre Alliance, backers of 
‘Meet the People’ Manus got an okay from L. Wolfe Gilbert, who col- 
laborated on ‘Lee’ with Lewis F. Muir, to arange an easy settlement with 
the revue management. 

Manus has just completed compilation of musical works of Lewis F. 
Muir, composer ‘ot ‘Robert E. Lee’ and “Take Me to That Swanee Shore,’ 
who died in 1916 at the age of 32. 

Muir wrote 85 songs, mostly based on American historical events, in 
collaboration with Lew Brown, Edgar Leslie and L. Wolfe Gilbert among 
others. 








It cost Irwin Dash Music Co., Ltd., of London some six pounds ($24 U.S.) 
to clipper over a recording of its newest, ‘The King Is Still in London,’ 
to New York, only to reach Dash, who is now in N.Y., completely shat- 
tered. The waxing was an off-the-air recording of a London gala. ‘King 
Is Still in London’ is by Roma Campbell Hunter and Hughie Charles, the 
latter co-author with Ross Parker of ‘There’ll Always Be An England,’ also 
a Dash music hit. Dash, meantime, through his new Dash-(Reg) Connelly 
Co., in N.Y., is exploiting ‘King in London’ for the American market. 

‘England.’ of course, has now assumed stature as a war song, akin to 
‘Tipperary’ in 1917, and like every great song it has its sidelights. One of 
these, a most vexing one to the patriotic British, 
where, as a sop to that country’s nationalistic pride, a special edition had 
to go out reading, ‘As long as Scotland’s there.’ This is a switch on the 
original phrase, ‘There’ll always be an England, while there’s a country 
lane.’ 


Mills Music. Inc., which for many years has been associated with tunes 
of the ‘Sweet Mama, Papa’s Gettin’ Mad’ and ‘Truckin’ genre, finds itself 
this week in 
val of classical music. A Mills publication, ‘Cimarron,’ by Roy Harris, 
has been chosen for the closing of the Tri-State musical festival at Enid, 
Oklahoma, and it will be played by hundreds of instrumentalists gathered 
into a single group from the many bands representing universities, cok 
leges and high schools at the event. The festival opens today (Wednes- 
day) and closes Saturday (19). 

Delegations from the Mills organization which left for Enid last week- 
end comprised Jack Mills, Mack Stark and Morton Gould. Harris, who 
was born in Lincoln county, Okla., was also in the party. It will mark 
the first time that ‘Cimarron’ has been performed in public. 





Harry Fox, as agent and trustee, reported last week that his office has 
already collected several thousand dollars in advance.royalties from pro- 
ducers of film for coin-operated machines. He has already licensed over 
50 musical compositions to this new adjunct to the film business even 
though there are a limited few of the film type of jukebox on location. 

Among the producers that he has been licensing on this score are 


; Monoco, Cameo and Soundies. 





Nine years ago Fred Auger and Jack Fay, respectively New England 


“reps for Bregman, Vocco, Conn and Santly-Joy, together with Mickey 


Alpert, maestro at Boston’s Cocoanut Grove, discovered that the three 
celebrated their birthdays on the same day, April 9, and so each year since 
they have met for a joint party. 


|radio (Jan. 1). 
| velopment in this regard is the ad- 
vent of 
| seventh 


| opinion that this number which has 


came from Scotland 


an envied niche in an entirely alien field, an important festi- | 


Needs $50,000 Copyright Bureau 


Boston, April 15. 
Massachusetts would receive $9,000 
, yearly by taxing the American So- 
‘ciety of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers 3% on the $300,000 it col- 
|lects within the State, but it would 
cost the State $50,000 to conduct a 


copyright bureau, it was pointed out 
(9) to the Legisiature’s constitutional 
law committee by Harold E. Fellows, 
general manager of WEEI and chair- 
man of the Massachusetts State 
Broadcasters Committee. 

‘This bill would affect Broadcast 
Music, Inc., also?’ Senator W. M. 





Bowers asked Fellows, who answered 

in the affirmative. 

| Fellows explained that taxing 
‘ | 


copyrights would not only be a bur- 
| den to the State, but would in turn 
| be passed on to the consumers, ‘as is 
usual whenever any product is 
taxed.’ 

‘Although broadcasters have suf- 
fered from abuses of copyright com- 
binations,’ said Fellows, ‘they do not 
oppose rightful returns to authors 
and composers, nor wish to see the 
letter circumscribed by unnecessary 
| State restrictions under the guise of 
anti-monopoly. 

‘The two bills aimed against 
/ASCAP apply criminal penalties to 
users as well as owners of perform- 
ing rights, permitting prosecution of 
| users even for good faith infringe- 
iment. One of these bills would 
make it criminal for the unauthor- 
ized rendition of copyrighted works 
| by church groups, amateurs, etc., so 
long as the performance was for 
| profit. Broadcasters would need a 
staff of lawyers to determine whether 
the owner of each work licensed had 
complied with the provisions of the 
bill. 

‘Above all, these bills are uncunsti- 
tutional. And by taxing performing 
licenses either decreases the return 
|to authors, and hence defeats the 
| purpose of the copyright act, or adds 
; additional burdens to the dissemi- 
nator of music to the public. 

‘No legislation by States is neces- 
sary, for the problem of supply and 
demand will solve it.’ 

Fellows admitted that the policing 
and supervising of clearances in the 
present battle between ASCAP and 
broadcasters have been costly to his 
station, as well as the others, 


ASCAP NUMBER 
ITH ON LIST 








List of sheet best sellers for the 
week ending April 11 and as carried 
|in this week’s issue credits ASCAP 
| publishers with more numbers than 
|it has had since the break with 
The outstanding de- 





‘I Understand’ 
place. 


(Feist) in 
Jobbers are of the 


| been plugged practically only 
through the sale of phonograph rec- 
ords is slated for top position. 

Other ASCAP-affiliated numbers 
in this list are ‘I’ll Be with You in 
Apple Blossom Time’ (Broadway), 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (Berlin) and 
‘Java Jive’ (Advanced). 


Dash-Connelly Firm Asks 
For ASCAP Membership 


The recently formed Irwin Dash- 
Reg Connelly Music Co. is applying 
for ASCAP membership after wait- 
ing a couple of months until the 
| radio-music squabble rights itself. 
| New firm, however, has decided not 
| to wait, their sympathies being en- 
tirely with the Society. 
Paradoxically, Reg Connelly’s Lon- 
don firm, Campbell-Connelly, in the 
meantime has closed a deal to act 
as British agent for Broadcast Music, 
Inc., but merely regarding BMI 
songs as just another catalog, and 
ignoring any anti-ASCAP sympa- 
thies which, in turn, must affect the 
British Performing Rights Society. 
The BPRS is ASCAP’s rep in Eng- 
| land, by treaty. 
| Connelly, of course, will have to 
| make a separate deal for BMI song 
| usages with the British Broadcasting 
| Corp. and other licenses, separate 
and apart from BPRS. 
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Saranac Lake 


py HAPPY BENWAY 
Saranac Lake. April 15 

Joe Bishop got e thrill when he 
tuned in and got ‘We the People’ and 
his old Woody Herman, and 
orchestra spent a few moments 
ing, ‘Get Well Joe.’ Since that broad- 
cast, Bishop has received an ‘up and 
exercise His frau is here and 
bedsides him daily. 

Arthur Shelton, ex-critic of the 
Baltimore Evening Sun, is packing a 
mess of good comebacks at the local 
Trudeau sanatorium. Mancges a 
downtown twice-a-week visit. 

Barry Kelly is doing well at Tru- 
deau. 


boss, 


Say- 


o.k. 


Bows and salutations to A. B. 
(Tony’) Anderson, manager of 
Schine’s Pontiac. Never misses a 


chance to take time out to visit the 
meny who are marking time and 
manages to give them many of their 
wants. 

This office is seeking the address 
and whereabouts of Leroy (‘Lasses’) 
White, minstrelman, who headed his 
own show for years. It’s important. 

The Chet Kniffins, professionally 
known as ‘The Dells,’ took time out 
while en route from Ottawa to New 
York City to mitt and ogle the Col- 
ony. 

Colin Trecey, a Brooklyn product 
and formerly connected with Colum- 
bia pictures, is a newcomer at the 
Will Rogers. 

John Eaton, legiter, who has been 
fighting a bed routine for so long, 
is now allowed up for the talkers 
at the lodge. 

Bob Cosgrove just received a re- 
port from his medico that .nearly 
makes him fit for army service. A 
real comeback. 

Rome Bliss (and Calahan) is a new 
arrival. 

Dorothy Maxwell, dancer of other 
days, just licked a mess of hospital 
routine and is back in circulation. 

The Loney Drews are now a four- 
some. It’s a girl this time. 

Bryce Lavign, who used to baton 
the local Hotel Sarenac orch, is now 
selling radios. 


Grace Moore came in to 0.0. her | 


husband, Valentin Parera, then was 
off to Worcester, Mass., for a con- 
cert. Parera is packing a mess of 
good reports. 

Harold Rodner, the big boss ef the 
Will Rogers, greeted the gang with a 
lot of good cheer and nice things 
that help the ozoning rou ine. 











Jimmy Marshall, ex-N.V.A.-ite, 
NORMAN 
and 
SYLVIA 


SHORE 
NOW IN 17TH WEEK 
CEORGE WHITE'S 
GAY WHITE WAY, N. Y. 


WM. KENT 


New York 


Management: 
1776 Broadway 





who ozoned on-Rainbow lake, is now 
airing in Gabriel, N. Y. 

Jack Norwcrth greets the Actors 
Colony from the Lamb. Club. 

Tudor Cameron (and Flanagan) 
can now be reached care of Joe Er- 
ber, Ambassador Theatre Bldg., St. 
Louis. He is promoting new possi- 
bilities for radio. Cameron did the 
trick up here in 18 months. 

‘Spring is here’—storm windows 
are being packed away, tame fish 
‘for Ruth Morris’ are beijing let loose 
in Lake Colby and eggs are being 
readied for Camp __ Intermission, 
which denotes the anticipated arri- 
val of Mrs. William (Mother) Mor- 
ris, the one big thrill of the Actors 
Colony. 

Percy Wenrich, who wrote ‘Put 
on Your Old Grey Bonnet,’ ‘Moon- 
light Bay’ and many other song hits, 
accompanied by his frau, Dolly Con- 
nolly, registered at the Hotel Sara- 
nac, and will vacash_ here. Dr. 
George Wilson is o.0.’"ing Percy for 
a bad throat 


B 


randt has added 10 pounds, and re- 
ceived a 


report that he was 
that boy cutting capers. 

Betty Schefer, professionally 
known as Betty Jackson, a former 
George White chorister, is getting 
good reports. 

Tommy Vicks (and Lawrence), 
who commuted between Union, N. 
H. and Boston, due here for his an- 
nual summer vacash and check-up. 

So many cures have been made 
and so many patients going home 
that the Will Rogers hospital looks 
as deserted as a local undertaker’s 
parlor. Bows for Dr. George Wil- 
son and the can’s home-like atmos- 
phere. 


Harry Martin asked Ben Schaffer | 


what he thought about the ASCAP 
music war. Ben snapped back ‘Who 
B.M.I. to talk about my song writing 
friends?’ 

Write to chose who are ill. 





Dario’s La Martinique 
To Jersey for Summer 





La Martinique-in-Jersey will prob- 
| ably be sited this season at the old 
Vivian Johnson roadhouse at Mon- 
mouth Beach, N. J. Boniface Dario 
|of La Martinique is dickering for 
the summer spot and will shutter his 
West 57th street nitery, a signal suc- 
| cess since Danny Kaye’s incumbency, 
'as soon as the hot weather asserts 
itself. 

Meantime, April Ames, from ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase,’ and the Eddy Oli- 





the latter replacing D’Artega. 


ELEPHANTS FORGET 
Bridgeport, April 15. 
Singer’s Midgets opened at 
jestic (10) without elephants. Train 
carrying act’s hay-eaters didn’t stop 
in Bridgeport with rest of troupe 


for first day’s show. 


Elephants were 


located back in 





day. 
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After one month of this ozone, Al | 


not | 
troubled with ‘this’ kind of illness. Is 


ver band moved in last night (Tues.), | 


Ma- | 


and couldn’t be found until too late | 


|N. Y. and arrived at Majestic next | 


‘Meltzer 2d P.A. Turning 


Talent Salesman for CBS 


Al Meltzer, formerly handling 
press relations for CBS Artists 
Bureau in N. Y., is being segued into 
the talent-selling end and will spe- 
cialize in picture talent under Herb 
Rosenthal, head of the burecu, and 
Jack Bertell. 

Another ex-p.a., Lou Mindling, re- 
cently joining CBS, is aide to both 
Rosenthal and Bertel! on film, radio 
and nitery talent. Mindling brought 
in Adelaide Moffett, who will be 
agented by CBS in conjunction with 
Mark Hanna, her personal rep. 


VAUDER SETTLES BASH 
ON CONK FOR $6,000 


Los Angeles, April 15. 

Eddie Medley, vaude actor, ac- 
cepted $6,000 as an out-of-court 
settlement of a $50,000 personal dam- 
age suit against Louis and Anna 
Kaplan, operators of the Yost thea- 
tre in Santa Ana. 

A member of the Medley and Du- 


prey team, performing last New 
Years’ Eve, Medley was struck on 


the head by a counterweight while 
waiting for his turn. He recovered 
‘from his injuries. 


: peo 


‘Marden’s Riviera Bow 





Bill Kent has not yet fully set the 
opening show for Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, just across the George 
Washington Bridge in New Jersey, 
but the top roadhouse will open 
May 8 or 15, dependent on the warm- 
ness of the weather around that time. 
the spot without 





i|Kent is booking 


taking a commission from acts, 
Marden paying him a fee for the 
| service. 


| Only acts set thus far are Gower 
and Jeanne, current at Loew’s State 
on Broadway; Sarah Ann McCabe, 
| singer, and Betty Bruce, hoofer, with 
i|two to fill. According to plans, no 
names are contemplated for the 
opening show at least, which is in 


contrast to the Riviera’s policy last | 


season, when it played Sophie 
Tucker, Harry Richman and Joe E. 
Lewis all at one time. There will 
be a ballet chorus of 16, plus eight 


| showgirls, with Chester Hale pro- | 
| ducing. 
Pancho’s, the seconc orch at the 


Riviera last year, will be the first 
band this coming season, but aug- 
mented in size. Second band has not 
been set. 


Asks Singer to Apt., Then 





Pittsburgh, April 15. 

Christine Osborne, 22, nitery sing- 
er and dancer, was, arrested here 
last week and held for further 
| vestigation when Don Washburn, en- 
| tertainer and m.c. at the Club Petite 
here, accused her of taking 
worth of his wife’s dresses from his 
apartment. Washburn told Magis- 
trate William D. McClelland in 
| Morals Court that 
borne at the Petite. She said 
told him she wanted to be an adagio 
dancer and that he then took her to 
his apartment. 

Gal testified she tried on a dance 
costume, but couldn’t find her own 
dress when she got ready to leave. 
Then, she said, she took a gown be- 
longing to Washburn’s wife, an en- 
| tertainer in Uniontown, Pa. She de- 
nied taking any other articles. Wash- 
burn accused her of taking two Chi- 
nese gowns worth $200, four evening 
dresses worth $100 and 
dresses. 





S1X 


M. C. as Nitery Op 


Boston, April 15. 
| Larry Thornton, singer and m.c. 
| here, is opening up Dreamwold in 
Scituate, Mass., next weekend as 
host 2nd manager. Spot will be op- 


time club. 


late Thomas W. Lawson. 





Frances Faye’s Buff. Date 
Buffalo, April 15. 
Harry Altman has set 
Faye, singer, to open his Glen Park 
Barn in suburban Williamsville Fri- 


Also starting spring season Friday 
will be Altman’s dancery, at other 
end of park, playing Bernie Sandler's 





crew. 


Depends on Weather 


Has Her Held for Theft 


in- | 


$400 | 


he met Miss Os- | 
she | 


erated as daytime eatery and night | 


Dreamwold was formerly home of 


Frances | 


day (18). Barn is nitery amusement 
park which unshutters Decoration | 
Day. 


| SEFFEEFEFEFEFFEFEFEFOOOOS 


F: N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up : 


SHFFHFSHSESHFFFESHSESEOSD | 


Xavier Cugat with his sock Latin 
jrhythms is back at the Waldorf- 
' Astoria’s Sert Room and continues 
until he shifts into the hotel’s Star- 
light Roof. Meantime the Waldorf’s 
Empire Reom has called it a season; 
there Leighton Noble did = quite 
well for a_ relatively modest- 
budgeted band. He wound up his 
run a day earlier, in order to make 
train connections, which resulted in 
Joseph Sudy pinch-hitting for the 
final (Saturday) night, the same time 
that Cugat preemed at the Sert 
Room. 

Rosario and Antonio, ‘the kids 
from Seville,’ who clicked here with 
their extraordinary Spanish dances, 
are back with a new repertoire and 
an even more inspired performance, 
presumably aided by the authentic 
Latin baton of Senor Cugat. The 
| dancers left this spot for Hollywood 
to do scenes in Metro’s ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ and ‘Sing Another Chorus.’ 

Prominent with Cugat is Miguelito 
Valdes, the Afro-Cuban imported 
warbler who out-Arnazes Desi with 
that style of bongo-banging and 
singing, and a brunet looker, Evelyn 
Tyner, featured vocalist. Abel. 


‘Det. Police Again Nix 
| License for Sofferin 


Detroit, April 15. 

For the second consecutive year 
the Detroit police department has 
| refused to approve Sammy Sofferin’s 
| license for his downtown nitery, the 
| Wonder Bar. However, likelihood is 
,that the Michigan Liquor Control 
| Commission will approve his license 
anyway, which won't 
more amity between Sofferin and the 
local gendarmes. 


Police a year ago refused his 
license on the grounds he had broken 
the law at his famed Powatan Club 
| by allowing gambling and overtime 
| drinking, but the Liquor Commission 

overruled them in granting a license 
| for his new spot. : 
| Recently Sofferin fell afoul the 
|local police again through the em- 
| ployment of a 17-year-old girl to sell 
| ciggies. He was haled into court and 
convicted, but then acquitted in an- 
other court. 


| Donovan, Ex-Arbiter Of 
VMPA, Now Brig. Gen’! 


Former Major J. O. Donovan, 
,once closely associated with Pat 
|Casey and arbiter with the now de- 
‘funct Variety Managers Protective 
|Assn., now ranks as a brigadier- 
|general in the U. S. Army, plus be- 
jing adjutant-general of the State of 
| California. 


General Donovan was administra- 
tor on the Coast of the NRA’s mo- 
|}tion picture code. He campaigned 
| vigorously for the election of Cali- 
fornia’s Governor Culbert Olsen. 
which resulted in his 
as adjutant-general. 


Cris Cross Appeals 


Cris Cross, ventriloquist, who lost 
once before has appealed to the joint 
|arvitration board of the American 
'Guild of Variety Artists and the 
| Artists Representatives Assn., for a 
rehearing of his contract dispute 
|with agent Charles H. Allen. 


| The joint board originally ruled 
that Allen’s pact with Cross was 
valid and that the agent was en- 


titled to commissions, including 50% 
|of the collections of Music Corp. of 
America to Cross fo: agenting him. 


street | 


Cole’s L’ville Bow 


Louisville, April 15, 
Circus, wintering in 
will open season here 
April 25 for a three-day engagement. 

Show has been completely 
| vamped, 


Cole Bros. 
Louisville, 


re- 


| who 
| Contrast is effective and laughs spiil 
promote any 


REOPENING OHIO VILLA 
WITHOUT THE CASINO 


Cleveland, April 15 

Ohio Villa, swank casino which 
folded three months ago at the height 
of city’s anti-gambling crusade 
emerges next month from the dol- 
drums to become a straight deluxe 
nitery operated by Freddy Myers. 

Myers, who also runs a hot spot 
in the downtown sector tageed 
Freddie’s Cafe, is whitewashing the 
Villa's reputation by tearing out its 
old gambling room and enlarging the 
dining room. 

With a gate tax of 50c and an 850 
capacity, Ohio Villa will reopen with 
large production units and name acts 
booked by Frank Sennes. who is 
angling to get Harry Richman or 
Sophie Tucker for preem. 


New Act in Nitery | 


CORDAN AND SAWYER 
Comedy, Songs, Dances 
Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh 

Femme teams are pretty rare these 
days but Cordan and Sawyer are 
rare in more than just that one re- 
spect. They’re a two-act with plenty 
on the ball and should definitely go 
places. Rose Cordan is the clown 
half, who resembles a good-looking 
edition of Fannie Brice, and very 
funny. Myra Sawyer is the straight, 
and is oomphish with a figger that 
pops the eyes of the ringsiders. 

Gals have some first-rate special 
song material and, while Myra is do- 
ing it straight, Rosie gives it the 
comic works. She’s a slick mugger 
knows what to do and when. 














continuously. Most of the time, 
they’re on together, but in couple of 


' spots Miss Sawyer comes out for a 


legit bit of legmania in a sexy outfit 
and then her partner follows in a 
genuinely riotous burlesque version. 
Best audible number is ‘Sex Is 
Here to Stay,’ with Rosie getting the 
punch lines and doubling ordinary 
returns with quick ad libs to the 
audience. She's a crack comedienne 
and an effective foil for her visually 
okay partner. At Villa Madrid 
they've been tying the show in knots 
and look like real comers. Cohen. 





Paul Whiteman opened Monday 


| (14) for four-day stand at Paramount 


theatre Atlanta, which normally is 
straight pic house. ‘Play Girl’ is 
coupled with Whiteman’s show. 

















appointment , 


N.Y. Strand Saving Time 
On ‘Lie’-J. Dorsey Combo 


Figuring that the Bette Davis 


starrer, ‘The Great Lie,’ and 
Jimmy Dorsey's band are 
enough of a draw, and also as 


1 means of holding down the 


overall running time of the en- 
tire show, the Strand theatre 
New York, has bought only one 


ict. Tip, Tap and Toe, to go into 


its stage show Dorse\ 


with 
Layout opens this Friday (11) 
‘Lie’ consumes 107 minutes and 


the has been al 
With the ex- 
ception of the dancing trio, Dor- 


Se) 


show 


stage 


lotted 45 minutes. 


will fill the entire stage por- 


tion. Combination is set for at 
least four weeks and may 


-From Variety, issue Apr. 9, 1941 


ZO SiN 


TIP. TAP AND TOE 


Wish to thank Jimmy Dorsey 
and Harry Mayer for choosing 
us as THE act, 


Personal Manager — EDDIE SMITH 
22 West 48th Street, N. Y. 

















U. S. Army, Camp 
Direction: 





TEN-SHUN!!] 


ELDON BARR 


BOOKED SOLID ONE YEAR 


After Sensational Two Weeks at Roxy, New York 
Address Mail 


MARK LEDDY 


Meade, Maryland 
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‘Tink Humphrey, 64, Dies on Coast: 


Booking Exec With Butterfield, Keith's 





Claude S. (‘Tink) Humphrey, one 
of the most colorful of vaudeville 
showmen when booking the Butter- 
field (Michigan) and B. F. Keith 
western time, died Saturday night 
(12) in Van Nuys, Calif., following 
a heart attack. He was 64 and had 
been in virtual retirement for the 
past five years because of a cardiac 
ailment. 

Humphrey's last connection was 
with Harry Sherman, whom he 
backed in the production of film 
westerns, chiefly the first ‘Hopalong 
Cassidy’ series. Humphrey acted as 
production aide to Sherman, now re- 
leasing through Paramount but then 
operating independently, finally be- 
ing forced to quit because of ill 
health. 

Chicago knew Humphrey best, as 
it was there that he ‘grew up’ with 
Colonel W. S. Buiterfield’s theatres. 
Humphrey started in 1905 as a singer 
of illustrated songs in Lansing, Mich., 
his home town, and was engaged by 
Col. Butterfield to manage his thea- 
tre there, the first in the. Butterfield 
chain. When the latter grew to 
around five theatres, Humphrey was 
moved to Chicago to open a booking 
office, which at its peak was booking 
four and a half weeks of splitweek 
Butterfield time entirely in the state 
of Michigan. 

Booking Offices Combined 

When J. J. Murdock, then operat- 
ing the Masonic Temple Roof in 
Chicago; Herman Fehr, Martin Beck, 
Charles Kohl and Mort H. Singer, 
formed the Western Vaudeville 
Managers Assn., the major vaude cir- 
cuits combined their booking offices. 
Singer headed the Western Vaude- 
vill and Junior Orpheum time west 
of Chicago, while Humphrey was 
made head booker of the combined 
Butterfield and B. F. Keith Western 
Time, all of it east of Chicago. At 
this time he came into conflict with | 
Sam (‘Cut’) Kahl, head booker of | 





| 
the western end of. the combine, be- | 


tactics in 
after they came 


cause of Kahl’s 
acts’ salaries 25-35% 
out of Humphrey’s houses. 
the major burnups in the trade and 
for Humphrey was Kahl’s eight-day 
week, Sunday to Sunday, at seven- 
day salaries, plus Kahl’s insistence 
that they play ‘showing’ houses in 
Chi at a fraction of their regular 
salaries. 

The Humphrey-Kahl feud lasted 
for years and up until Humphrey 
was moved into New York, as was 
virtually all the western vaude time 
when Joseph P. Kennedy took over 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and merged 
the FBO and Pathe film companies. 

Humphrey was made manager of 
the Fifth Floor (family time), suc- 
ceeding Mae Woods, who was close 


One of | 


slicing | 


terfield houses, was the first to play 
tabloid shows, now called units. 
William B. Friedlander and Joe Sul- 
livan produced for him ‘Naughty 
Princess,’ which was the first vaude 
house tab, and followed with ‘The 
Suffragette Revue,’ ‘Devil’s Ball’ and 
‘Four Husbands.” Humphrey, ex- 
tremely well-liked and personable, 
was also responsible for bringing into 
vaude several men who became top- 
notchers in the trade, among them 
the late Harry Weber, Marty For- 
kins and Billy Jackson. 


The booker was the type of per- 
son who couldn’t say ‘no’ and, in re- 
ferring to Humphrey's good nature, 
it was often said, ‘they threw the 
mould away after he was made.’ He 
was always a soft touch. 

Humphrey’s wife, Mattie, died two 
years ago. He is survived by two 
daughters, Claudia and Audrey, both 
married and living on the Coast. 

Funeral services were held yester- 


day (Tuesday) in Van Nuys, fol- 
lowed by burial in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery. 





CHT AGVA WILL 
RAISE CAFE 
SCALES 


Chicago, April 15. 


price levels for chorus girls and 
performers in the Chicago cafes is 
being readied by the local board of 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 


| tists. 


| move to 


| les. 


to E. F. Albee, while Kahl was dis- | 


missed by Ben Piazza, who, with 


George Godfrey, 


then headed the en- | 


tire K-A-O vaude booking office in| 


the Palace theatre building. Hum- 
phrey lasted in N. Y. for only a few 
months, when Godfrey and Charles 
Bierbauer, also a booking office exec, 
dismissed him. Not long after that 


Godfrey and Piazza also went out, as | 


RCA moved in and the circuit 
came RKO, with Hiram S. Brown as 
president and Charles J. Freeman as 
booking manager. 
Humphrey Broke 

When let out, Humphrey w 
tually broke, 
got a $125,000 bonus in the K-A-O 
reorganization. Of that 125G, Hum- 
phrey lost $100,000 when he bought 
the Twin City Golf Course between 
Benton Harbor and St. Joseph, Mich- 
igan, 
Al Capone that the latter would be a 
50°. partner. 
a twin-city municipal white elephant, 
but heavily patronized by the Chi- 
cago mobsters, 
Humphrey was familiar. Capone 
wasn’t kidding about putting up $50,- 
000 for the golf course, but he be- 
came embroiled with the Govern- 
ment on an income tax rap and a 
prison sentence took him out of cir- 
culation for a long time. 
stuck with an expensive golf course 
at the height of the depression, finally 
had to Jet it go and kissed the $100,- 
000 goodbye. 

Humphrey, when booking the But- 


as vir- 


on the promise from Scarface | 


The golf course was | 


with most of whom! 


Humphrey, | 


be- | 


despite the fact that he | 


Board held a special meeting last 
week, with nine of the 13 members 
in attendance, and it was resolved 
that the local AGVA would make no 
obtain new or extensions 
on current contracts with the niter- 
Instead, it will wait until 
current contracts, setting minimum 
wages, expire and then make deals 
for new agreements calling for an 
upped set of minimunt wages. 

Cafes are to be ranked in classifi- 


GHANGES. SEEN 
BEAT IN DECADE 


Many Spots That Ordinarily 
Shutter, or Curtail Book- 
ings, for Summer Will 
Maintain Schedules — De- 
troit, Cleveland on Up- 
swing 





BEST IN MIDWEST 





The American defense program, 


ness throughout the country, sug- 


gests greater vaudeville possibilities 
this year than at any time during 
the past decade. As a result many 
spots throughout the country that 
ordinarily shutter, or curtail their 
bookings, during the summer, will 
maintain their full-season schedules, 
particularly in those locales where 
defense projects ere in full swing. 
The midwest seems to be ex- 
periencing most of this vaudeville 
boom, particularly since most of the 
defense work is going on in that 





sector. Detroit and Cleveland are 
notable cities where stage shows are 
being kept on, and in many cases 
added in situations where there had 
een none or little vaudeville here- 


| tofore. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Cleve. Show Biz Booms 
Cleveland, April 15. 
Between rising industrial payrolls 


|and tremendous expansion programs 
|of this burg’s key defense tool-mak- 


| ing plants, 


theatre biz in general is 


|climbing so encouragingly that the 


| eround 


| survey 


| manager 
| definite 


all | 


cations from A to D, and the wage 
minimum requirements will prob- 
ably be as follows: 
Class A: chorus, $37.50; principals 
$75. 
Class B: chorus, $32.50; principals, 
$60. 


Class D: principals, 


$35. 


chorus, $25; 


DANCER RECOVERING 
AFTER SUICIDE TRY 


Detroit, April 15. 
After two attempts, Toby Lee, 28 
dancer, is recovering from her latest 


suicide attempt in Receiving hospital 


here. Her latest attermpt—induced 
‘because I’m terribly sick of show 
business but don’t know any other 


way to make a living’—provoked an 
extensive police search when she 
registered at a hotel after getting 
professional rates and then slashed 
her wrists and took heavily of sleep- 
ing powders. 

Police had checked on her profes- 
sional name, figuring it an alias, to 
learn she was born Olive Cochran in 
Philadelphia. Later, she recovered 


Class C: chorus, $30; principals, $50. | 


Entirely new setup for minimum | Policy through the dog-days, 


Palace intends continuing its vaude 
instead 


+ 





which has boomed amusement busi- | 
|son for groups of four or over. 


AGVA Locals, Defaulti 





ing Payments 


Of 40%, Gross Income, Face Loss 


Of Charters, 4.4’ 


‘Bowes’ Deal With AGVA 
Puts Ams in Union 








Major Bowes ‘amateurs’ become 


union-card holders, following signa- | 


turing of contract between American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Bowes 
some time this week. 

Minimum wage scale of $50 for 
singles or two-acts, and $45 per per- 
Goes 
into effect on all Bowes’ units. 
Whether the $45 or $50 rate will ap- 
ply to three-acts has not yet been 
agreed upon, 

AGVA agreement allows for maxi- 
mum of 30 shows weekly. From 60 
to 70 ‘amateurs’ will be affected. 





HOTEL BOWS TO 


ARMY IN ROW 
ON SERVICE — 


Washington, April 15. 





Threatened military boycott of lo- | 


cal hotels apparently has been | 


| averted with apology of Hotel 2400— 


} 
| 


of going jnto a straight film policy | 


June 1 as it has done in 
previous seasons, 

Decision is not official, 
report of local 
Nat Holt, RKO 
here, indicated such a 
theatrical boom is on the 
that there’s little doubt of the 
experiment getting a green light 
from New York. 

Unemployment figures are being 
wiped out rapidly by building of new 
Thompson airplene-parts factory; a 
new aeronautical laboratory, and the 
Ravenna Powder Plant, which are 
bringing a wave of heavy coin into 
nearby bistros such as they haven't 
seen since prohibition days. Even 
the smallest cafes are copping a good 


yet 


made by division 


way 


piece of it, with operators raiding 
each other for talent due to local 
scarcity of nitery acts. 


Detroit Vande Upswing 
Detroit, April 15. 


While downtown Detroit still con- 


tinues weak on vaudeville—stage 
shows come along on the average of 
about one every three weeks—this 
town’s nabes are showing increased 
evidence of riding into the growing 
war boom with variety entertain- 


ment, 


Michigan and Fox, two big down- 
town houses, after two years of be- 
ing dark to stage shows ised them 
infrequently last fall. While business 
has run strong with vaudeville, the 
two big houses—4,.000 and 5,000 seats 

are taking no chance <« weaken- 
ing their draw by making them reg- 
ular affairs, idea being to take the 
strong pul] on double-features with 
the occasional hypo of a big stage 


attraction. 

Meanwhile, just off the downtown 
fringe, the Colonial has continued to 
roll along with acts. Further up the 
main street and out of the 
center, the Town theatre, ex-Orches- 
tra Hall, has edged in with stage 
material. Most significant here is the 


sufficiently to explain Toby Lee was fact that the Harper, big nabe oper- 

fe oe a re ane | at , op = Tetcma , 

her working tag. She said she wes ated by Wisper & Wetsman. ha 

ie Megha : ‘. “eneaeny 1.4 | grown from infrequent vaudeville to 

twice married and divorced but a regular diet of it since last fall 

didn’t place the blame for her act on Seen Went 

maritai difficulties saying she was er VYauder . 

just disgusted with show business. Business has been so good at the 
Only lucky break she got in danc- house that recently United Detroit. 

ing, she said, was a fyll season ad wena also operates the downtown 


Kelly’s Ritz, Panema. 


(Continued on page 52) 


Ply ole 


| withhold patronage unless more ap- 


but | 
conditions | 


swanky Embassy Row institution— 
for refusal of one of its waiters to 
serve a man in khaki. Incident re- 
ceived much attention from the daily | 
press, with service people—who de- | 
scend on the city in droves for the 
weekend — declaring they would 


preciation was shown. 


Note of regret was sent Maj. Gen. 


| Milton A. Reckord, commanding the | 


heavy | 


29th Division at nearby Fort Meade, 
after humiliating page-one fuss that 
was provoked by denial of service 
to a staff sergeant and woman com- | 
panion a couple of Saturday nights 


ago. Written squawk from the non- 
com to his commanding officer 
brought ‘representations’ about dis- 


crimination against the country’s de- 
fenders, with the hats serving 
notice their men would be forb-dden 
to spend their leave in the 
Capital if hostelries had policy of 
‘insulting men in uniform by refus- 
ing them service.’ 

The local hotel 
winced at the ult 
with boomtown patronage 
few empty tables at this 


prass 


nN ¥ 
National 


¢ 


men’s association 


imatum, although 
there are 


g8CaSONn of 


the year in the stiff-shirt dine and 
dance places Richard S. Butler, 
manager of Hotel 2400, saw fit to 


make amends, explaining that the 
reason the sergeant and his friend 
were ousted was lack of ta>les, not 
bias against the military. 

‘Such a policy on our part does not 
exist,’ Butler Gen. Reckord 
in repudiating the explanation of the 
vaiter t there 


tnat € 
+? 
itting 


wrote 
was a house rule 
uniformed 
lounge ‘Our policy i 
everyone alike, whether 


against adm men to 
the cocktail 
to treat 
commissioned or 
officers, priv 
only that 
themselves as ladies 

Bonifaces gratefully at 
word from Fort Meade that ‘the in- 
cident is closed.’ 


; 
non-commissioned 


is, Qur 


ates or civiliar 


rule is our patrons conduct 


and gentiemer 


ighed 


Rogers-Fine Produce 
‘Army’ Vaude Unit 


Chicago, April 15. 
Army Now,’ new 
jointly by Harry 
and Jack Fine, has been set 
into the Balaban & Katz Stcte-Lake 
for week of April 25. 

Breaks in on the TIllino 
time, playing Decatur, Peor 
Cedar Rapids first. 

Johnny Burke and Joe Be: 


‘You're in the 
unit produced 
Rogers 


is-lowa 
ia and 


ser have 


ithe top spots. 


+ 


s Committee Warns 





| The Associated Actors and Ar- 
| tistes of America’s executive com- 
mittee supervising the affairs of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
|has served notice on all AGVA 
| locals that those who continue de- 
|linquent in paying the national 
office 40% of their gross income face 
| Sevecstion of charters. Gerald Grif- 
fin, administrative chairman pro 
tem of AGVA, has sent a warning 
to the locals that they must comply 
with the rules. 

Griffin stated that the locals fre- 
quently criticise the national office, 
often without cause, but that the 
latter more rightly can criticise the 
locals, especially regards to how 
they handle their financial obliga- 
tions. The rules require that be- 
sides sending the national office 40% 





| mittee’s order, also 


| AGVA office reserve the 


i publie 


the locals must also account for the 
60% of the gross income they retain 
for local administrative expenses. 
It has also been pointed out by 
Griffin that those locals which are 
not paid up by July 1 will not be able 
to participate in the coming elec- 
tion, or have any representation on 
the national board. Failure to pay 
|} up would take the entire member- 
|ship of locals out of ‘good standing’ 
status with the national organiza- 
| tion. 


Griffin, as per the executive com- 
told the locals 


| that both the Fcur A’s and national 


right at 
any time to examine the books of 
any local. It was pointed out that 
any local member or official found 


| responsible for any deviatien from 


the financial rules faces disciplin- 
ary action and possible expul- 
sion from AGVA and every other 
branch of the Four A’s. 


All the local treasuries have been 
warned that income was to be used 
only for administrative expenses 
and that loans to individuals, or 
monies earmarked for any other 
purpose, would be considered a 
violation of the rules. 





FAAC Drive Ovens 


Los Angeles, April 15. 
The Federated Amusement and 


Allied Crafts has started a drive to 
force all theatrical agents in South- 
ern California to line up under the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
franchise code. The Federation has 
announced appointment of a policy 
committee composed of Federation 
Secretary C. J. Hyans, of the AGVA: 
Thomas Meehan, of the Los Angeles 
Bartenders; Eddie Pratt, of Mu- 
sicians Local 47, and Carl Cooper, 
of the Stage Employes Local 33, to 
work in cooperation with Federa- 
tion crafts with whom agents have 
franchises and to prosecute bookers 
who are on the unfair list of the 
Central Labor Council. 

Hyans is sending a letter to all 
agents advising them that under the 
AGVA code they must: 

‘Secure employment for and book 
only AGVA members in good stand- 
and must that the 
former remain in good 
during the term of their employ- 
ment That they must file written 
reports daily to AGVA headquarters 
listing all bookings or employment 
deals, giving the names of the artists, 
the places of employment, and a 
copy of the contract. The agent also 
will be advised that he will be held 
personally responsible for the con- 
tract and payment of the actor for 
his services.’ 


Ing, see 


per- 


tar 
Standing 





Hamid’s Pier’s Facelift 


a 


Million Doll 
is getting at 
renovations 
eason, Philip Morris  Cigarets 
spending that much on building a 
new front for the spot to house its 


Hamid’s 
tlantic City, 
worth of 


George 
Pier, 4 
$50,000 


ar 
least 


this 


| concession. 


Ciggie company will show the 


how the smokes are made. 
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are still effective. Sheldon is an| 
improved performer since his last! 
date here, and had no trouble drag- 
: g i ause : therwise! 
Benny Goodman's Orch with Helen eitly SS ~ ™ 
Forrest, Charles Christian, Georgie Eddy toward Soon) ale faverite. is 
Auld Cootie Williams, Johnny yet g Mbradynt ected iis alana aa d 
Guarnieri, Billy Butterfield; Gil | ree aon ae ind ween woven = ae 
ge : . i ~ | set of pipes and a nice, sincere, de- 
Lamb with Tommy Sanford, Copaca- livery. ‘Careless’ which Howard 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


PD ; -rni ris, ; , . 
bana Ret A ca oe —. authored, went especially big, show- 
i eo ‘R a as Zanzibar’ (Par) ing that his femme following was 

renms (OO), Oa ‘ - ~ 9 


represented in the house. By virtue 

of his youth and good looks, Howard 
pega rates as a comer. 

The Paramount has some hot b.o. As an introduetion to the finale, 


names on its marquee—the film’s Bob Rosemary Deering comes back for a 


reviewed in Variety, March 12. 


Hope and Bing | Crosby plus the short terp effort, and then the cur- 
stage’s Benny Goodman and the ,.). 2 4, reveal ai a ta 
nam ‘ j havi th tail.s part to reveal Howard, clad in 
Copacabana Revue, latter having the V.-tment robes and posed beside an 
current South American rhythm 


organ, singing ‘The Rosary.’ Heated 
at miniature organs are the girls of 
the ballet, who play ‘Ave Maria,’ and 
join with Howard in singing and 
playing ‘Morn of Beauty.’ They pre- 
sent a striking and beautiful picture, 
and get some good musical results. 


craze to back up the Monte Proser 
nitery’s rep as a customer lure. All 
this spells big money, Holy Week 
notwithstanding, plus the Par’s in- 
novation of a production show on the 
narrow pit platform. 


There are two other ‘firsts’ attached 


- é Dorothy Hild, producer, rates an 
to the current live entertainment: orchid for this one. 
it's the first time the Par is billing a Business good at third show 
nitery entrepreneur (by courtesy of pPriday. Gold. 


Monte Proser’), in conjunction with 
the Copa’s portion; it’s also the first | 
time that the Par is playing a line of 
girls since it instituted the pit policy. 
The girls (6), two of them doubling | 
from the nitery and the remainder 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, April 10. 


newly trained, are beauts and cos- Milt Britton’s orch (11) with 
tumed niftily for their samba rou- Tommy Rafferty and Tito; Helen 
tines. Pammer, Marian Belett and English 


With the e~ception of clever and’ Brothers (3). Al Gordon Racketeers, 
personable Bernice Parks three Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall (Maude 
tunes. ‘Chi-Chi-Castenango,’ ‘I Hear Davis); ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U). 

a Rhapsody’ and ‘Ba Ba Lu.’ the winded 

Copa’s contribution is just a colorful 
brevity in the pitshow setup. Fer- (Maude Davis) just added, ‘Crazy 
nando Alvarez does one Latin song Show of 1941.’ as this unit is called, 
backed up by the girls, with Lyda follows the title accurately. Main- 
Sue's exvert acrobatics, chiefly turn-| stay is the smooth, suave and dizzy 
overs without the use of hands, se- comedy of the Milt Britton outfit, 
gueing into the same vocal. There 


With Nane Rae and Mrs. Waterfall 


2 which seems to enjoy themselves 
are two costume changes by the | through it all. When caught, a light 
serene a in the — 4 + matinee (second show) mob was 

iss Parks’ final song, and a - taking it stolidly. Britton himself 


represents a cost of over $2,500 per 
week to the Par, an expensively nice. 
touch to break up the monotony of 
the line of male musicians. 

However. Miss Parks. Lyda Sue 
and the Samba Sirens give the pit 
platform a wealth of s.a. and, 
something different for the early 
matinee jitterbugs and_ evening 
adults. it’s probably well worth the 
price and puts the Par on a strong 
footing for opposition to WB’s Strand. 


is so deadpan in his announcements 
that it catches the customers off- 
| balance since they're completely 
out of proportion with the rest of 
the layout. 

While the boys have added a few 
tricks to the ‘Poet and Peasant’ finale 
since last exploded here, their fans 
will be slightly disappointed that 
they’re breaking up less furniture 
and fixtures at the blowoff. Featured 


where the strong combination of in the amalgam of horseplay are 
Botte Davis’ ‘The Great Lie’ and, Tommy Rafferty and Tito. Rafferty 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orch opened Friday , donates some okay eccentric hoofing 
(11). “| and reliable miscellaneous stooging. 

Goodman’s crackerjack crew and, Tito is spotted with his accordion, 
the comedy of Gil Lamb, with har-| and shows up best in a richly hoked- 
monica-nleying stooge Tommy San- up arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes.’ Also 
ford, are the mainstays of the enter-| has a bit as a femme pianist, with 
tainment. Aside from the fact that, over-blue embellishments. Helen 
Goodman at this catching didn’t in-'| Pammer comes on early for a session 
clude a single sweet song to break up| of straight taps. 
the succession of jive arrangements.! Marian Belett 
he’s still a very potent factor in front, Brothers work 
of an audience. 


and 
hard in 


the English 
their slap- 


His own virtuosity stick acro routine and finally got 
on the clarinet: colored Charles! flattering attention from a_ sleepy 


Christian’s electric guitar: Georgie, house. Trio works with superb pre- 
Auld’s tenor sax, colored Cootie Wil-| cision and timing as they flirt with 
liam’s exceptional trumpet: Johnny |“hospitalization in sensational tum- 
Guarnieri’s ivory-tickling, and Billy; bling tricks. 

Butterfield, also on the trumpet. can’t Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall had 
help but meld into expertly played | their troubles on this show, cadging 


music. And with them, of course, is| less plaudits than usual for their 
Helen Forrest. one of the better band familiar, but still socko, interview 
vocalists delivering ‘It All Comes comedy skit that has played here 


Back to Me, ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody’) before. Al 
and ‘Yes. My Darling Daughter.’ 
The musical crew’s ‘Swing Low. 
Sweet Chariot,’ ‘One 9’Clock Jump,’ 
‘Roltin’,” etc.. some c* the numbers 
played in the quartet and sextet 
combinations. all got over. playing four-a-day, indicating a pre- 
_ Lamb, in his session, is a forth-| egnceived drawing power not in evi- 
rivht comedy click, his impersonation dence on opening day House is 
of a jitterbug being especially strong.| ordinarily split-week. _ s Fox , 
The confines * the pit hold down die einige at 
his eccentric dancing, but that isn’t 
missed in the melange of zanyism 20TH CENTURY BUFF 
and Sanford’s fine work on the har- : 
monica, which also serves, ventrilo- 


Gordon's well-trained 
dogs get across okay in a comedy 
routine af gummed-up tricks. Finale 
of five pups spinning on a revolving 
platform gets the hand. 

Entire show in for a week and 


quially, for Lamb’s good closing sels Buffalo, April 11. 
comedy bit. ‘Vanities’ with Bert Wheeler 
Biz was excellent Thursdav. though Hank Ladd with Francetta Malloy. 
3 ! 


It was the eve of Good Fridav. 
Scho. 


iltmorettes, Frakson, Red Dust and 
Bob Williams, Reginald Craig, Beryl 
Cameron; ‘Play Giri’? (RKO). 





After a hiatus in stage shows 

aa hereabouts for the past couple of 

a: months, this highly touted gal and 

: Chicago. April 12. gam exhibit arrives just in time 

Sterner Sisters (2). Brients (2), to bring ’em back alive for the 
Gene Sheldon & Co. (2). Eddy) Easter trade. As undraped here this 


Howard. Rosemaru Deering. Dorothi 
Hi'd Ballet (16): ’Road to Zanzibar’ 


(Par). 


abbreviated edition of Earl Carroll’s 
original stager is a transplanted 
nitery show. routined on the now 
familiar pic-house presentation pat- 
tern, somewhat stale in dressing and 


Designed for Easter Week theatre- 


goers. this week's bill shanes up as decor, but achieving a certain class 
hizhly satisfactory, and well bal-, rating through emphasis on the Car- 
arced roll nomenclature, atmosphere and 

Show gets under way with the) the excellence of its added talent. 
theatre ballet in a semi-modern Bert Wheeler carries the chief 


number. with the dancing Sterner; comedy and emcee assignments and 


Sisters (2) joining for a bit of acro- to his seasoned and expert trouping 


batic tapping. Both attractive Is due most of the effectiveness of 
blondes. they make for good appear-, the entertainment. Working solo 
ance. but routines could be stronger. and with Hank Ladd and Fran- 

Then the Briants. standard act, cetta Malloy. his deadpan de- 


who score well with their panto- livery clicks long, loud and favor-! 
mine portrayal of two souses and the ably with the customers. Bob 
attemots of one to set a chair under Williams and Red Dust present an 
his more jinebriated friend. informal and somewhat. different 
Ballet comes back, this time on a trained dog act and Frakson’s dex- 
darkened stage, illuminated onlv by trous prestidigitation, particularly 
the lighting in their dresses. They his manipulation of lighted cigarets, 
create a nice picture and form a per- were welcome to the patrons. 
fect setting for the splendid toe Vocalizations allotted to Beryl 
dancing of Rosemary Deering. She Cameron and Reginald Craig are in- 
displays plenty of class and ability, different except the latter’s ‘One 
being well received. Look At You.’ The tumbling and 
Gene Sheldon, of the baggy trous- rope-skipping acrobatics of the Bilt- 
ers and little boy manner is on for a morettes (three girls) are effectively 
brief bit with his banjo and grabs spotted and earn them a deservedly 
plenty of laughs. Then coming back fine reception. 
with a straight woman, he does an! House orch under company con- 
encore bit, making some funny faces,, ductor works the show creditabl . 
and using a couple of well-worn Biz fairly sturdy when caught Good 
pieces of business, which, however,’ Friday. Burton. 


' Faster Week and ils visiting crowds, 


routine employing some socko tum-| 
| bling and head spins, 
Johnny Woods steps on next for a’ 


STRAND, N. 7, | stockinged feet and the closer a fast STATE, N. 7 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch (15) with Bob! 





; ‘ rnol “- 
Eberly, Helen O'Connell, Buddy > short session of gagging and an intro, PP e.. po yy BA sete 
Schutz; Tip, Tap and Toe, Hector, of Gil and Bérnie Mason in the! Ruby Zwerting Semen teh: eee. 
and His Pals; ‘The Great Lie,’ (WB), deuce. Act has added a monkey to Dictator’ (UA). , 
reviewed in Variety, April 9. its troupe of well-trained canines 
; and lias a tricky comedy angle in With Ch tlie Ch ite 
Hottest of the top bands at the the angle of the hounds doing just : arte aplins super- 


4 é er nds given| length ‘Dictator’ on the screen, the 
= — ne a ae a a| State this week is offering a slightly 
bundle of laughs and dwarfed comedy Shortened stageshow, but a potently 
dogs have plenty of appeal. Makes | entertaining one. Consists of four 
for a solid spot on any layout and_| acts, all more or less familiar and 
right in the groove for the holiday all good. Two are definitely sock— 

<3 " . anaes Joe E. Lewis and Gower and Jeanne, 
juve trade when caught. . , af 

Woods back for his act, ties in Show is opened in traditional fash- 
mimicry of radio and pic personali-| ion by the Three Arnolds, acrobats. 
ties with a nicely arranged medley| Mixing comedy and balancing neat- 
of parodies. Does a good impression) ly, the two men and a girl pro- 
of Kate Smith and is still using the| vide about eight minutes of unusual 
line about ‘Eleanor, wherever you! tricks seasoned with amusing sly 
are, please come home’ in the F.D.R.| miscues and mild siapstick. Turn 
contribution. Continuous tenure in; has obviously improved considerably 
office by latter is also leaned on a bit since last caught by this reviewer. 
too heavily in these days when it Lewis, with his characteristic air of 
isn’t funny anymore, When caught! extemporaneous fooling, is m.c. and 
on the second show Saturday (12),| has two sizable comedy spots. Ma- 
he worked in a rather baggy looking! terial is pretty much as before, in- 
suit of collegiate cut and for some cluding the kidding about radio com- 
mysterious reason eschewed makeup.| Mercials and the spoofing of Ted 
He could use it. The Salicis close) Lewis, Harry Richman and Lawrence 
with their refurbished puppet layout,| Tibbett. It’s all irresistibly funny, 
sock from start to finish. They put 48 always. ws 
on a continental olio with tricky| _Gower and Jeanne, continuing to 
backgrounds and lighting effects and show the spectacular improvement 
time the actions of their dolls to an) that has marked their work the last 
exceptionally wellpointed musical! Several years, provide a solid punch 
accompaniment. Flash of actual) With three stunning dance routines. 
manipulation of the strings is a good, All.are imaginative and inventive, 


moment due to a string of best-sell- 
ing records since last fall, Jimmy 
Dorsey's orchestra and the tearful 
Bette Davis film, ‘The Great Lie, 
should churn up a strong total at the 
b.o, during stay here. Dorsey's 
group and the two outside turns pro- 
vide a swiftly moving stage session 
to back up the Davis-George Breni- 
Mary Astor combo, which on the 
whole drew n.s.g. notices from N. 2 
daily critics, putting much of the re- 
sponsibility for business on the band. 

Opposition at the nearoy Para- 
mount, the Strand’s direct oppost- 
tion. is a highly regarded combina- 
tion of the Bing Crosby-Bob Hope- 
Dorothy Lamour film, ‘Road to Zan- 
zibar. and Benny Goodman's band 
heading the stage show. What with 


the tills of the two, houses should 
work overtime, along with the rest 
of Broadway. Circus at Madison 
Square Garden, however, is strong 
competition. 

Strand began the week with only 
one act in addition to Dorsey, but it 
was found that an additional laugh- 
getting routine was needed in view 


of the dramatic film fare; Hector touch and a clincher for well-earned! have provocative themes and are 
and His Pals, dog turn, were inserted bends. Biz okay. Burm, | brilliantly choreographed. They'd 
the second (12) morning, but was salience | probably be striking no matter who 
pulled a show or two to quicken the | oes them, but Gower and Jeanne 
tur itic ill dane ’ ( ous style, grace 
ee wie cae snaiies EMBASSY, N. Y. | and skill, in addition to which’ they 

Dorsey’s crack combination, six (NEWSREELS) | have youthful eagerness, freshness 
brass, four sax, four rhythm, hits | — and looks. 





Peggy Fears, whose previous New 
home, strikes and other material of vers singing appearances have been 

Pe , : | mostly in class niteries, depends 
| related nature have all the news- . . dpa eg 
e rele | more on looks, siyle and personality 


reels on the go and, like the daily | ty : 
on _ : * ’ - ~ | than on vocal ability for this stage 
easily handles the major portion of | papers and radio, they aren't finding date. She was impressively togged 


the 50-minute stage allotment with | time for much else. Fireworks in the | ; : ye toe 
straight band numbers and judicious | Balkans is still too new for the reels eg Se. SDUREIER-BAND A } ona 
juggling of its singers who, in all,|to have gotten anything in from vadtene a te sl a Oeiant 
come up with seven vocals singly | there since the outbreak, but Par) voctures for no a Sho ee 
and as a duo. Band has class writ- | talks about it in digging up a _previ- | shrewd use of her limited a Mage nd 
ten all over it from any angle. Its! ously-shot clip taken in Zagreb. | yy closing with Irving Berlin’s ‘I ittle 
playing is clean and sure from ex- | Yugoslavia. Also, Fox has cornered | oj)q Church i: England’ cont deoe m4 
cellently turned arrangements by | the Yugo ambassador in Washington, | certain climax to her turn Sosened 
Toots Camarata. Singers are strik- | and he speaks impressively, albeit somewhat il] ‘at ense ; 

ingly good-looking, solid sellers and |somewhat alarmingly, about the Ruby Zwerling’s house band, usu- 
last, but not least, Dorsey himself | situation. ally i» pit, is on stage for this bill 
has assumed a more poised and lik- As a follow-up, the show offers the | Attenuance very light at perform- 


hard from the opening ‘John Silver’ War on many fronts, defense at | 
all the way through the closing 
‘Amapola,’ one of its current high- 


selling recorded arrangements. It 





able stage presence, something that! Greek envoy and Par then visits | ance caught. Hobe. 
he always lacked. He's forever | with the Polish premier, who re- ———___ 
smiling now despite the fact that he | cently arrived on this side. Almost 


and the band are going through a 
tough schedule of doubling between 
the theatre and Pennsylvania hotel. 


on top of this, Mussolini is heard in 
his speech from Rome, getting the 
usual catcalls from the Emb audi- 
Latter is only for this week, how-! ence. As he mounted the rostrum 
ever. Band was optioned by the|the Duce took a concerned look 
Strand for a six-week stay, but will | straight into the Par cameras. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 11. 
Sammy Kaye Orch, Tommy Ryan, 


A Bat : ‘ ; Charlie Wil: Artl i 
only, go four due to adverse notices |” an exchisive, and very interesting, adets, Station’ Taine, Wartes Dare 
, ie is the specially-prepared tour of | wanhl. ‘Bill YeWolf. £ aaadig 
Easily the best of the straight band Hongkong arranged by Arthur Maury Prana “Shot a Dark? WB) 
numbers done is ‘La Rosita.’ Drum-| Menken, Par ace cameraman, who ee ee . 


mer Buddy Schutz gets ‘an oppor- | s the ; ‘3 ‘ 
tunity on another, the worn ‘Man | does the commentary. Supply depots, When this house inks in a band 


building of ships, defense forces, | .);, ees 
and His Drums,’ but youngsters go| guns. etc. were photographed wit which has a following through air 


for it “a pig okay for — the permission of the authorities. <r ana age Ta ae oy Pick 
ae mee ‘ : é 
Prema ‘Flight v4 gg dle Pe Some excellent shots have been tally at the boxoffice will show a 
Dorsey has a new tune to highlight recorded on sabotage of ships in| profit. This week Sammy Kaye not 


South American and Mexican locales, 
with those of German ships afire be- 
ing particularly good. Fox comes 
through with some fine camera work 
in connection with the visit to 
Australia of American warships and 
a parade-celebration on 


only renders favorite tunes in the 
|pop style of the day, but his finish 
| when he works with the audience on 
|his ‘So You Want to Lead a Band’ 
idea is surefire enough to give the cus- 
tomers a little more than expected 


a display of his ability on sax and 
clarinet. It’s tagged ‘Fingerbuster’ 
and easily fulfills its purpose. 
Helen O’Connell’s dimpled song 
contributions are solidly sold in vari- 
ous eye-filling gowns, doing an Ina 


landing of | for their , 
we : + Reger : rc I money. 
Ray Hutton in her changes. From our saiiors there. The shots from the At show caught Kave pluck 
Alreet th band chorus. she cuts ‘ At ; caugh aye plucked four 
Alreet, with band chorus, she cuts | air are very -essiy | . 
: 7 . air are very impressive. youthful j tterbugs fror the | 
into a comparative weakie, ‘Minnie tnd ee eee ’ ge ge Sina’ athe! nm une audi- 
- ’ : nder eading eS ~lenc anes Dee “m prea 
from Trinidad,’ but puts it over with 4 te - td P; " pd ~e! Facts for rae = a ade = stick. Their an 
room to spare. She’s back later with Americans,’ Par urnishes official pty S$ to his que stlo is had the thea- 
Bob Eberly pictures of Navy equipment, guns,;|tre patrons convulsed. The band 
+ . ' ’ 
oe : 7 5 »te.. but »nO © av | the lows fait} y 
Eberly’s topdrawer baritoning is etc., but it’s not enough. That may n follows faithfully the tempo of 


be due to the Government’s dis- 
inclination to have too much photoed | the amateurs for more giggles. 

on our battle boats. News of Day|_ In the music portion of his show 
handled the launching of U. S.’ new- | Kaye is well equipped with special- 
est battlewagon, the North Carolina, | ists in the vocal department to keep 


[the baton-wavi nds 

wrapped around ‘I Hear a Rhapsody S Deenwermsg i The bangs of 
and the solid melody of ‘I Under- 
stand’ for a starter. Former is bit 


aged, but heretofore BMI tunes have 


! bee 2» Str: ‘ S . 1 

wrt sons 5 beef Fy with Secretary of the Navy Knox |the running time of 68 minutes mov- 
ACHAT Sis sf 5 | making a speech o ens ’s a | Ing smo y. & * rhy 

pro-ASCAP rule was broken. Eberly g a speech on defense. He's a g smoothly. The four rhythm, two 


good newsreel subject. |trumpet, two trombone, and four 


then hooks up with Miss O'Connell 


for boy and girl stuff on ‘Oh Look Other war-type clips include the saxophone sections do all right with 
At Me Now’ and ‘I Don't Want Noth- | 4'my Day parade in New York; a| Ain't We Got Fun’ to open, with 


: ; ; eries ae eat Papal | vocal by the K ; rj rj 
ing At All,’ the pair oozing the tete- | S@r'es Of shots at various camps and vy the Kadets. following with 


a- S os ye «| forts; new planes at Langley Field, | “™apola.’ Kay picks up the clari- 
vile tuft across the tonights in OHS yey planes gt Langley Feld |set'to nin ms boys on "Melonchols 
‘Amapola’ finishes “strong “the two | ration; soldiers going through | ~ ae, ane Sane Seen & hv 
singers, Eberly ballading and the leather-lung exercises; trial of largest Twins. nanan: Aen ag Mago 
girl for a rhythm version. coming to | &™K yet produced; study of captured | wins, who appear earlier in a tap 
Srna 4 va a —— a ‘.. German Messerschmitt on the Coast: rons The band also has a tam- 
stage. den Was wood neatly eniv housing project for defense workers | 20Urine novelty in gypsy rhythm 
ora ane Rese egy neatly SOlV- in California: civilians in training —— “ lighted too much for the 
‘ a a a odie for home defense; clipper on arrival | 7% wt effect. 

FM, Pe val mg Meg — in N. Y. bound for Britain: air show | | er nig Ryan dace with ‘High on 
er el ‘ Y al! over Rio: scouring Atlantic waters |? indy Hill,’ ‘Beguine,’ with band 


Trio runs through clever- | ¢ ‘horus ; . 
I : I z ver- | for missing Navy bc aa .| chorus, and ‘My Buddy. Another 
ly laidout unison routine - S y bomber, not found: ' 


into fast and assorted ch: ht bees Britain's King and Queen at Ply- ey mitt winner from the band is 
roa ees Hg ok = ea ¢ Cg “ee its mouth, with the King also taking Maury Cross, who jittersings ‘Five 
sae fine rj oe ector's ride In a gun-carrier and the Queen S lock Whistle,’ ‘Beat Me Daddy, 
pups pop up with the needed com- inspecting food trucks: signing in and then plays an assortment of 
edy relief, their well-trained antics “ alamo ae 


band instruments. Arthur Wright is 
heard on ‘Last Time I Saw Paris.’ 
Kaye joins his men again for last 
band number with licorice stick ren- 


London of agreement releasing bases 
to the U. S.; arrival of Australian 
troops in Palestine; manufacture of 


shell casings t s 
singe and others. | dition of ‘Hallelujah.’ 


| On the labor strike front, P 

t ‘ . Pathe | : : 

|has caught some startling scenes of | js hie pee oad nemen Se 

bgry | oe pickets and work- proach to eage’ ahd imitations. He 

) ers a se ne plant. | works smoothly and had the audi- 

The customary Newsreel Memorles | ence with him all the way. Walter 

clip, specially prepared by the | Dare Wahl, with the help of a diminu- 

Embassy, this week includes the/|tive partner, does his standard acro 

assassination of King Alexander of | antics and hand mixups to good ef- 

Yugo several years ago; Nicaraguan | fect. 

rte ag a ag ane = Rent + | Visitor from radio this week {fs 

opening baseball games at year. Ann Rector, wintr t M 

ng time to accommodate accom- Miscellaneous material includes an | ‘Talent Parade’ whe coohan vith a 

panying film portion, plays smoothly | advance of this season's ball teams | marimba interpretation of a classi- 

—" ~ yea out a nice combo; in training. a couple of rodeos, !/cal tune 

aimed at holiday trade. |salmon fishing, a ski meet, spring Kaye has b risitor 
Neat opening slot held down by | styles and the $2,000,000 Vargas dia- 1 Be Bh Ege Rggons 


and stunts getting good response. 
Biz good last show opening day 
(11), despite Good Friday. Wood. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, April 13. 
Lane & Ward, Johnny Woods, Gil 
and Bernie Mason, Salici’s Puppets 
(5),Phil Lampkin House Orch (12): 
‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ (RKO). 








Modest layout, held down in play- 





. during , s 
Lane and Ward, youthful mixed’ mond that is being cut up. on i os Ph dood rosy tPire 
noofing and acro duo. Youngsters; For added war flavor, Emb this|show Friday (11) opening day 
sell brace of ‘well-planned dance; week has March of Time’s ‘Australia | augurs well for a week’s profit ail 
routines, the first a novel workout in; at War.’ Char, Kiley 


. 
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STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, April 13. 
Eddie Cantor with Olive Major,| 
Dinah Shore, Sid Guffy, Gloria Gil-| 





bert, Clyde McCoy Orch with Ben-| ality and a good voice in the high 


nett Sisters (3), Dick Lee, Bob Nel- 
son, Sam Kaplan pit band; ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep). 





| 
| sion of Charles Laughton. 


and goes over big with her impres- 


_ ‘Hour of Charm’ closes with solo- 
ist Vivian singing the smash ‘Bell 


| Song’ from ‘Lakme.’ She's a shapely, 


tall blonde with a striking person- 


registers. To the patriotic Berlin 
tune, ‘God Bless America,’ sung by 
the entire group highlighted by a 
backdrop of Uncle Sam, show is 


Topheavy vocal department spoils , brought to a smasheroo close. 
an otherwise neat punchpacked stage | 
presentation. Top-billed, Eddie Can- | 


tor carries most of the audience 
draw inside and outside the b.o. 

Bill contains five singing acts. 
Fortunately, all are different types. 
Cantor not only vocals, but carries 
two femme thrushes with him, 
Dinah Shore and teen-aged Olive 
Major. Clyde McCcv band carries 
male canary, Dick Lee, and: Bennett 
Sisters, harnrony trio. 

Pit band tees off proceedings with 
a short overture, following which 
the McCoy band themes out from 
behind closed curtains with the fast 
paced ‘Sugar Blues,’ maestro McCoy 

lowing a palatable, but corny, trum- 
pet. McCoy aggregation plays a 
number of pop tunes in the jive 
idiom, with the maestro splitting his 
time between  baton-waving 


the latter. Band on boards through- 
out, fronting outside acts. 


Bennett Sisters, standard with 
the band, do okay warbling for nice 
returns. Climax their efforts with 
some passable hoofing. Dick Lee, 
baritone, does all right with a couple 
of romantic ballads. Bob Nelson, 
pianist, is spotlighted for tuneful 
ivory tickling. 

Cantor next takes over. Vet banjo- 
eyed comedian packs a 


punch, although at sesh caught he | 


had to spell a warmup spiel before 


winning over the aud, | Following his | style, he taps out seemingly count- 
voceling of ‘Lady’s in Love With | Jess intricate routines without tiring. 


You,’ he had the pew-purchasers in 
the palm of his hands. Climaxing 


the number, he brings on the mop- | ting on a chair while his nimble dogs 


pet Olive Major for neat classical 
singing. 

Cantor again takes over for short 
comical and okay crossfire with Sid 
Guffy. Next introes Dinah Shore, 
who easily sells herself with trio of 
numbers. At this point audience 
was very receptive and took easily 
to her. 
Now,’ ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 


and a nifty ararngement of ‘Listen to | 


the Mocking Bird,’ latter arranged 
by Edgar Fairchild, are her strong 
points. 

Gloria Gilbert 
short snappy interlude of toe danc- 
ing that rings the bell. 
turns to climax with a_ nostalgic 
medley of ‘Ida,’ ‘Margie’ and ‘Susie.’ 
Last brace brought a terrific audi- 
ence accolade. 


Five shows Sunday were strong, 
with holdouts all day. Saturday biz 
was weak. Eck. 


Majestic, San Antonio 


San Antonio, April 12. 
Phil Spitalny Orch with 
Vivian, Mary McLanahan, Three Lit- 
tle Words, June Lorraine, Maxine, 
Singing Strings; ‘Honeymoon for 
Three’ (WB). 
From the airlines to the stage of 
the Majestic theatre this week comes 


Phil Spitalny and his all-girl orches- | 
orch’s | 


tra. The ‘Hour of Charm’ 
countless number of radio friends 
could be attested to by the standing 
room only at opening day here. It’s 
a fast moving show, with good mu- 


sic, a bit of comedy, several songs | 
and excellent lighting. Show caught | 


ran 50 minutes. 

Theme signature that identifies 
them on the air opens the stage of- 
fering, followed with a band rendi- 
tion of ‘In the Mood’ spotlighting 
various sections and members of the 
band. Mary McLanahan follows 
with an original composition on her 
drums, very well received. 


Maxine pleases with her vocal of | 


new Irving Berlin tune, ‘A Little 
Old Church in England” Number 
Iso highlights the Singing Strings, 
violin unit, and the girls choir. As 
an encore, Schubert's ‘Ave Maria’ is 
ean to keynote the spirit of the 
aster season. 

Full orchestra comes back for a 
nifty rendition of Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ 
highlighting the drum beating of 
Miss McLanahan. Evelyn and her 
violin are heard in an original ar- 
rangement of ‘The Breeze and I’ and 
with the Singing Strings (5) plays 
a nice arrangement of ‘I'll Never 
Smile Again.’ 
dled by the Three Little Words, 
slightly corny with their singing of 
‘Tavern in the Town’ and an opera 


medley. 
Spitalny’s impromptu _ rehearsal 
Zag goes over, gals doing every- 


thing but the right thing. Skit goes 
over for some nice laughs, with Miss 
McLanahan again displaying nice 
talents as a comedienne, June Lor- 
raine is only member of the group 


with a novelty touch. Does imita- 
tions of show biz notables as ex- 
pressed through their eyes. Does 
Faward G. Robinson. Gracie Aller 


| 


and | 
nifty trumpeting, with emphasis on | 


terrific |Chance,’ 


‘It All Comes Back to Me | 


next spotted for | 


Cantor re- | 


Evelyn, | 


Comedy relief is han- | 


Supper show when caught played 
to capacity. Andy. | 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 12. 
Will Bradley Orch wilh Terry 
Allen, Lynn Gardner, Ray McKinley, 
Hal LeRoy, Lynn, Royce and Vanya; 
‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par). 








Spotted here this week to snare 
the college and high school kids 
home on Easter vacation, Will Brad- 
ley’s campus favorites are coming 
through in grand style with a raft 
of tunes they’ve made famous on the 
jukes. The band is young and has | 
plenty of zip as it rides along in ap- 
| proved swing style. 

Opening number, ‘Scramble Two,’ 
gives the customers the tipoff of 
the kind of an evening they’re in for. 
With Terry Allen, personable bari- 
tone, and Lynn Gardner, attractive 
|femme canary, handling the vocal 
assignments, the band sounds off with 
|such faves as ‘All Comes Back to 
| Me Now,’ ‘Celery Stalks at Midnight,’ 
‘Amapola,’ ‘Look at Me Now,’ ‘Beat 
| Me Daddy,’ ‘Mean to Me’ and a little 
| concoction called ‘This Little Ickie} 
| Went to Town.’ Bradley op his trom- 
| bone, gives out with h @ old stand- 
by, ‘Don’t Stand a Ghost of a 
while Ray McKinley is 
socko in several solos at the skins. 
| Hal LeRoy delivers his usual stel- 
ilar performance. In his effortless 


After 15 minutes of this top-notch 
| terping, he winds up his act by sit- 





go through some tricky rythmics. 
| Lynn, Royce and Vanya combine | 
clever ballroom dancing with | 
comedy for sock effect. Starting off | 
Straight, they suddenly change their 
act to a knockabout act which brings 
guffaws as the extra male member | 
< the team is pushed all over the 
ot. 

Film, which features Tommy Dor- | 
sey’s band, is also in keeping with | 
the jive motif of this week’s show. 

Biz when reviewed (Saturday 
evening) almost capacity. Shal. 


| 
| — | 
TOWER, K.C. | 


Kansas City, April 12. 

‘Funzafire’ starring Benny Meroff 
with Louise Shannon, Pann Merry-| 
man, Al DeVito, Billy Morosco, Joe 
Bonell, Abe Shapiro, Ken and Roy 
| Paige, Five Sailorettes; ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep). | 

! 

Not a member of the Tower's oe 
lar force of entertainers is on hand 
this week. Instead, Benny Meroff| 
takes over with his gang of plants, 
gagsters, comedians, and a _ sprink- 
ling of straight acts to run off 55 
minutes of howling, zany _fun.| 
Everything in the book, including 
very little music, considerable talent, 
burlesque, satire, pantomime, most 
of it good, some of it corny and a bit 
of it shaded, is doled out and the 
customers ean choose their laughs. 
It’s of the type of ‘Hellzapoppin,’| 
which incidentally comes into the 
Music Hall here end of the month. 
adapted to picture house consump- 
tion. That it’s been out for a year 
and a half and is booked solidly un- 
til next September gives some idea 
of its reception, and the show here is 
no deviation. 

Show is one third along before 
audience gets to see a straight act— 
the brace of tap routines by Louise 
Shannon which are tops. Later in 
the show Meroff calls on Pann 
Merryman in a modernized version 
of the cakewalk, also a clicker. As 





straight acts, the only others who get 
the undivided attention of the audi- 
ence are the Sailorettes, gals who 


run off an acro routine near opening, 
and Roy and Ken Paige, in to slapsy 
comedy interlude near closing. 
Knockabout work by Roy Paige i 
nifty comedy and the act is made 
solid by foiling of his brother. Fea- 
tured bits are offered for additional 
comedy by Al DeVito. his 
satirized symphony tympanist: Billy 
Morosco, on roller sKats; Joe Bonell, 
saxophone, and Abe Shapiro with his 
squeaky clowning. Garnishment for 
these acts and bits are furnished by 
Meroff at the mike between and dur- 
ing acts. He banters with dozen or} 
so stooges and plants who’re scooting 
up and down the theatre aisles, | 


with hi 


t 


boxes and orchestra pit. Toward! 
closing there’s a_ slight hint of 
Meroff's familiar routine of working 


out on all the band instruments, but 
in the melee of comedy it doesn’t get 
much chance, 

For the Tower, this type of fun| 
unit is a transition from the regular | 
diet of straight vaude and band units, | 
and customers responded pleasantly 


at this Good Friday night show. 
Some magnetic credit is also due 
film. penned by Jack Moffit, film 


crick of the local Star, and is sug-j| 
by his story ‘Gangs of Kansas | 
Onin | 


gested 


City ’ 


| fore. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





| 

Charlie Barnet Orch (17) with! 

Bob Carroll, Marie McDonald, Ford 

Leary, Four Airliners; Frank & Jean 

Hubert; Henny Youngman, Jerry & 
Turk; Shorts and Newsreels. 


Solid stage entertainment in 
Charlie Barnet’s band plus Henny 
Youngman and all-comedy support- 
ing acts. With nothing but comic 
turns backing up band, it is strictly 


up to Barnet’s aggregation to lend 
| variety which it does, 
Since Barnet’s orchestra was in 


the N. Y. Paramount two weeks ago, 


he has practically realigned his 
repertoire. Also, he has switched 
femme singers and added a slick 


quartet, the Airliners. Result is a 
hefty improvement. Present setup is 
okay all-round fare for theatres and 
ideal for hotel dates, 

Barnet’s crew is playing ‘Sheik of 
Araby,’ ‘Scrub Me Mama’ and a 
southland blues number as fresh em- 
bellishments., Bob Carroll, male 
balladist, leads off with ‘All Comes 
Back To Me Now’ and is continuing 
with ‘Rhapsody,’ both cleanup. 
Marie McDonald, new looker with 
the outfit, does ‘Frenesi,’ original 
arrangement helping put over 
familiar tune. Ford Leary solos 
‘Scrub Me’ and is encoring with 
‘Shadrach,’ which he’s employed be- 
Unbilled male from sax sec- 
tion also steps down for ‘Always in 
Love With You.’ 

The Airliners, three males and a 


girl, blend voices nicely. Feminine 
member stands out in looks and 
vocals. They were forced to beg off 


after two numbers, both neat ar-| 
rangements—‘Can’t It Be True’ and 
‘Fell in Love Again.’ 

Youngman is splitting the m.c. 
chore with Barnet. With a sparsely, 
populated house night caught (Good 
Friday) and several hecklers down 
front, Youngman wisely adlibbed 
through many of his_ routines. 
Clowned with the Jerry and Turk 
combo and_ “singers, and finally 
teamed with four trumpeters from 
the band on his familiar gag violin- 
ing. His ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
travesty is as funny as ever and 
clicked despite the tough crowd. 


The MHuberts, topnotch knock- 
abouts, are doing much the same 
stuff with which they clicked in 


‘Streets of Paris’ at the N. Y. Fair 
last year and in vaude. Three en- 
cores before crowd here allowed ’em 
to get away. 

Jerry and Turk, who’ve been at- 
tracting increased interest, continue | 
with their screwball antics, emulating | 
Lindy hoppers. Hale still goes dead- | 


| pan, with the feminine member the! 


sprightly worker. The Rube Gold-| 


berg invention is retained, with 
Youngman and Barnet assisting. 
Biz way off, Wear. 





New Acts in Theatres |. 





HANK LAWSON’S KNIGHTS OF 
THE ROAD | 
Hillbilly Band 


15 Mins. ’ | 
State, Hartford 

Neatly packaged hillbilly tramp 
act, but needs more originality in 


comedy work and less corn. Using | 
accordion, bullfiddle, guitar and fid- 
dle as its basic instruments, quin- 
tet does plenty okay, with all hands 
adept at interchanging. 


Fivesome is heard daily over 
WTIC and five times weekly over 
NBC Red. Give them some smart 


patter and they'll come out head and 
shoulders above the run of the mill 
in hillbilly outfits. Appear in tramp 
character. Eck. 
HI, LOW, JACK AND DAME (4) | 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Fay’s, Providence 
Apparently pleased with success of 
tune-up appearances scored by its 


Singing Powers Models, NBC fol- 
lowed the same procedure with its 
latest singing troupe 3esides giving 


members of the new teams a chance 


to smooth out the rough spots t 
also provides valuable audience re 
action. 

This latest. a rhythm group, in- 
cludes Pete King, baritone who also 
does the arrangements: Tommy 
Mitchell top. te Bob Evar 
second tenor, and Vera Deane, lead 
contralto. Quartet harmonizes nicely 


and prove a crowd pleaser. 

Among its numbers are ‘There'll 

7 re. * 7 ‘ , 

Be Some Changes Made,’ ‘Amapola, 

‘Marv Had a Little Lamb.’ ‘Shoo 
Fly’ and ‘Oh. Susannah.’ Malo. 


Albany Spot Reopens 
Albany, April 1 

Dinty’s Terrace Garden, one of 
Albany area’s leading night sy 
opened refurbished Easter I 
(12) after the customary closedown 
since New Year’s. 

Floor show features Harry Rose, 
and includes the Five Elgins, Harry 
Day’s Debs. De Lisse and Elliott 
Dwight. Myrta Silva. Los Cucaracho: 
Wally Wanger Dancers, plus two 
bands, Art Manse’s and ABC Trio 


(rong: 
fronga) 


land a vorentile pombe 


Mental 








Night Club Reviews 








RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Mili Monti, Chandra Kaly Dancers 
(Mouni and Devani), Walton & 
"Rourke, Matty Malneck Orch (8), 
Velero Sisters band (7), Dr. Sudney 
Ross; $1 and $2 cover after 10 p.m., 

2.50 minimum dinner check. 

You almost won’t know 
bow Room from now on. 
Story nitery in the 
seemingly conscious, at last. that it 
must blend the best of the class 
hotel] entertainment with a touch of 
02d street if it’s to compeie with the 
market. Current new seems 
the right formula. 

Mili Monti is back, more Lucienne 
Boyeresque than ever. This Italo- 
Franco chanteuse now does French 
songs entirely with a touch of Eng- 
lish, and is properly hoydenish with 
her recalcitrant bobbed red _ hair. 
Furthermore she seems to be ‘mix- 
ing’ more than heretofore. 

Chandra Kaly with his dancers, 
Mouni and Devani, click per usual 
with their Martinique and Brazilian 
terp styles. Kaly has been with Ben 
Marden’s spots for a couple of sea- 
sons, and comes into a room where 
the Jack Cole Dancers, meantime. 
established themselves with the 
same blend of Indo-Chinese and 
Caribbean character dances. But 
both are ultra and Kaly is by no 
means handicapped in_ following 
Cole. 

Walton and O’Rourke are a neat 
puppet male team, handling their 
manikins expertly and with show- 
manship, exposing the modus oper- 
andi, and above all, engaging in in- 
timate fol-de-rol with the ringsid- 
ers that registers well. They have a 
funny strip-tease routine, a gay 
skeleton and wooden counterparts of 
Tyrone Power and Sonja Henie. 

Matty Malneck’s zingy dance 
combo of eight men includes harp, 
accordion (the comedic Milton De- 
Lugg). trumpet, piano, bass, guitar 
and himself violin-conducting. Their 


the Rain- 
The 65th 


show 


RCA Bldg. is} 


| Brook Club. 


doubles all around for rhumbas, tan- 
gos and swing. Latter is handled 
as well as the more familiar style 
befitting their native instrumenta- 
tion, 

Good handling of the ropes. a nov- 
elty in this town, by Fred Salvador. 
Frolics are staged at dinner and 
twice nightly thereafter. Burm. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 12. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Bob Carter, 
Jean Travers, Noll and Nolan, Toon 
Ball Girls (6): 50c. cover. 


Current show is a little more like 
it for Tony Conforti’s downstair® 
spot. Fast and zippy and relief 
from the practically  all-hoofing 
soiree here the last few weeks. Joe 
Hiller, who books Nixon, is mixin 
‘em up again for Conforti and sho af 
keep things going this way, for 
present three-quarters of an hour of 


entertainment can’t help but 
any type of clientele. 
Headlining is Jean Travers, good- 
looking warbler of light operatie 
vein who recently closed a season 
in Miami among such swank spots 
as Royal Palms, Roney-Plaza and 
Easy to see why she 


satisfy 


{rated piaces of that order. Gal has 


a lot of class, corking pipes and sells 
well and easily. Repertoire includes 
several semi-classics in addition to 
pop bailads, which she does with 


|more flair than usual] run of singing 


| 


singles, and by time she finishes, 
Miss Travers is firmly enough in 
good graces of audiences that she has 
no trouble at all luring up a male 
ringsider to do a waltz with her to 
‘Alice Blue Gown.’ Over big here. 


She isn’t only one who goes in for 


audience participation. Tom Ball 
Girls, attractive ensemble of six 
femmes who go under name of 


| Nixon Rockets for their engagement 


swing arrangements of the ‘William | 


Tell’ overture and kindred stuff are 
unusual and their dansapation is 
possessed of excellent verve and 
lift. Velero Sisters ‘Band Reviews) 
outfit is a competent team of seven 
with the two girls. 

The best answer to the Rainbow 
Room's new show is its strong busi- 
ness from the barrier. Abel. 


--— —--—-- -— 


Beachcomber, Balto 


Baltimore, April 7. 
Consuelo Moreno, Lao and Mon- 
sito, Marita Martinez, Pablo Ro- 


lando, Beachcomberettes (5), Rafael 
DeLao Orch (7); 75c to $1.50 min- 
imum, 





Spot chosen by Arthur Hausman 
for his Beachcomber nitery here has 


had a varied and international back- | 


ground. Originally opened at the 
height of the yellow peril as a Chin- 
ese spot, succession of operations has 
witnessed Dixie, Russian, Alpine and 


and dinner turnover in addition to 
its nocturnal draught. Modest menu 
and wine list and shifting scale of 
minimums should have considerable 
appeal in this conservative town. 
Business since opening last week ha 
been capacity 


Decor is in the proper, South Seas 
motif. Waiters are Filipinos and 
| cuisine is Chinese. Featured drinks 


are the tropical type, with show and 


| music in the South American way 


Paced by Pablo Rolando as emcee 


doings feature a line of five hip- 
weaving lookers who open and close 
the proceedings in lively tyle. 
Specialties include some smart two 


way ballroomology by Lao and Mon 
sito; castinet and cape manipulatio 
by Marita Martinez and, as a glitter- 
ing highlight, flamenco ging bi 
Consuelo Moreno 
Packing a terrific punch and sell- 
ing native ditties to the verv |} 


M More: takes possession fy! 


re manner of selling a song ar 

personality I 
with everything to bell-ringing re- 
sults. 

Another potent spot is contribu- 
tion of Rolando, who handles a har- 
monica tellingly Has been around 
in vaude and is employing a similar 
routine here. Playing of mouth- 
organ with nostril 
a cigar and sipping beer through 
a straw are nove'ties, and fin 
int of a medley produced on 12 
“1 - sized harmonicas a solid 


wenile moKing 


Cuban worship dance, employs the 
line and Lao and Monsito four one 
of the most hectic routines wit- 
nessed in these parts in a lon: 
Encore spot inviting J 
in a conga line is a zood touch. 
sic for show and dancing 


capably by Rafael DelLao 


time 


public to jo) 


}and Nolan, 


American motifs. Current angle | 
'seems to be the most potent and 
profitable venture of all. (Monte | 
Proser, of the Broadway Beach- 
comber, has no interest here.) 

With capacity of 480, spot is 
equipped to handle a daily lunch | 


here, wind up with an Irish Jig in 
native costume and get half dozen 
fellows away from their tables long 
enough to put on the act with them. 


Good showmanship and especially 
at Nixon, where there’s usually a 
bunch of stags, cafe long having 


been a hangout for town’s indus- 
trialists. Line has a couple of other 
numbers nice without being distince 
tive but gals all have faces and fig- 
ures to compensate for any short- 
comings in their legmania. 
Other act is dance team 
and ballroom 
etched in class. Femme half is a 
striking looker and their routines 
are geared for the better spots. 
They’re a couple of versatile kids 
and click with room to spare. Bob 
Carter, who also does the vocals 
with Al Marsico’s orch is still doing 
the m.c.ing and his own song spec- 
ialty, although curtailed .somewhat 
in layout because songs he does are 
much the same as the Travers metier, 
Marsico, now in third vear at Nixon 
Cafe, continues to improve with 
length of run and practically a fix- 
ture who goes with lease by now. 
Cohen. 


of Noll 
stuff is 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 


Minneapolis, April 12. 

Ran Wilde Orch (12), Ruth Petty, 
Martel Bros. & Mignon (4), -Three 
Clark Sisters, Arthur Murray 
Dancers (2), week-day minimum, 
$1; Saturdays, $1.50. 

Three new acts at this class spot 
and they’re honies. What may be 
considered lacking in quantity is 
more than offset by the quality. 
However, the customers come here 
principally for dancing. 

Ruth Petty, a local fave, is playing 
a return. She’s not only extremely 


attractive, but has swell pipes, tip- 
top delivery and ace-high person- 
ality Her own arrangements of 
ich numbers as ‘Down New Or- 
leans’ and ‘Mean to Me’ are socko, 
and she scores, too, with a medley 
f « boy songs and a bit of hip- 
vaying rhumba 

The Martel brothers and Mignon, 
dagio foursome, offer a spectacular 

t. Their thrilling t them 

continuous accompaniment of cus- 
omer gasps and applause. 

Young and personable, the Three 
Clark Sisters, making the profes- 


sional bow, sing with the band and 
do a specialty before the mike. Their 


unsophistication and youth plus 
their enthusiasm and pleasing vocal- 
them over with a bang, 


izing, put 
and ch 


h numbers as ‘The 
Whistle’ evoke merited ap- 


plause 
The small Ran Wilde orchestra, 
previously reviewed at this nitery, 
adequate for dance music and 
piaving the show. Busine: mild 
Good Friday Rees. 


READING, PA., VAUDE MAY 1 


Warner Bros. turning over the As- 


tor, Reading, Pa., to Lester Stoliman 
for independent operation begin- 
ning May 1. 

Stollman will book vaude into the 
pee 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 16, 1941 








Variety Bills 





show, whether fu 


WEEK APRIL 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


ll! or split week 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 


State (17) Capitol (18) } 
Kanazawa Tr Rhythm Rockets 
Stone & Lee, Gower & Jeanne 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Al Bernie 


George Church 


Sims & Bailey 
Dean Murphys 


Cly le McCoy Ore 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY | DETROIT 
Paramount (16) } Michigan (18) 
Benny Goodman O Harry James Ore 
Gil Lamb | Eddie Bracken 
Lyda Sue |Moke & Poke 
Copacabana Rev |! Anita Louise | 
Parks & Alvarez | Isabel Jewel 
CHICAGO } MIAMI 
Chicago (18) Olympia (17) | 
Eddie Howard | Virginia Austin | 
Briants Dr Hoffman | 
Sterner Sis | Mitzi Green } 
Gene Sheldon Hal Sherman 
State Lake (18) Carroll & Gorman 
Shep Fields Ore OMAHA 
West & Patge Orpheum (18) | 


Bob Evans Wayne King Orc | 


RKO 














| A 


Mad Russian 

Bobby Pincus 
PATERSON 

Majestic (18-21) 

7 Fredysons 

Dawn Sis 

6 Melodians 

& M Havel 

Saul Grauman, 


PHILADELPHIA 


Carman (18) 
Lane & Ward 
Mark Dawson 
Slim Timblin Co 

Juggling Jewels 

Fay’s (17) 
Pritchard & Lord 
J & J McKenna 


Martinelli 
6 Greys | 
PROVIDENCE 

Metropolitan | 

(18-20) | 

Gene Krupa Ore 
Herman Hyde | 
Grace Drysdale | 
Bellitt & Eng Bros 

TORRINGTON 
Alhambra (19-20) 
Al Gordon Co 
Lya Lys 


WORCESTER | 
Plymouth (14-16) 
Tommy Reynolds O} 
Fats Waller Orc | 














Pancho Ore 
Elsa Valladares 
Carmen Amaya 


Bill Bertolottis 


Don Sjlvio Ore 
Angel Cre 
Frederica 
Laura Dean 
Pat Williams 
Eleanor Knight 
Georgette Daniels 
Elisse Cooper 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Charies Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Cafe Pierre 
Leo Dryer Orc 
Adrie’ne Matzenauer 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Orc 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Ammons & Johnson 
Casino Russe 


Cornel’s Codolban O 
Kris Kay Ore 








BOSTON CINCINNATI 
Keith (17) | Shubert (17) ‘ 

Earl Carroll Show | Ted Weems Orc 

Bert Wheeler Mardoni 

Hank Ladd Dennett & Dae 

Bob Williams Co Walter Dare Wah! 

Francetta Malloy (11) 

Frakson Sue Ryan 

3 Biltmorettes Gordon 3 

Reginald Craig Lou Hoffman 

Beryl Cameron Helene Denison 

Artie Rice Lee Kelson 

Jetsa Parker Betty North 

Georgio Carter & Holmes 

Virginia Maples 5 Kozloff Danc 

Rosemary Randall DAYTON 

(10) : 

cies dae Colonial (17) 

Milt Britton Ore Honey Fam 

Tommy Rafferty W & G Ahearn 

Tito Johnny Woods 

Helen Pammer Lynn, Royce & V 

Bellit & Eng Bros |John Boles 

Al Gordon Co (1i) 

Nan Rae Co Gautier Co 
CLEVELAND Nonchalants 
Palace (17) * Cinda Glenn 

Screwballs of '41 Rimacs 

Don Rice SYRACUSE 

4 Franks Strand (18-20) 

Ted Lester Bartell & Wms B 

Jack Powell Steve Evans 

Wilbur Hall Thurston 

Al Verdi (11) 

10 Eve Ross Gis Screwballs of ’41 

@ Ambassadors Don Rice 

Cass Dalev 4 Franks 

(11) Ted Lester 

Allen & Kent Jack Powell 

Douglas & Priscilla| Wilbur Hall 

Allen Jone Al Verdi 

Irene Hervey Eve Ross Gis 

Blackstone 6 Ambassadors 





Warner 




















Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 

| Dmitri Matvienko 
Yanco Borca 

| Lunia Nesterova 
Tina Boleva 
Georges Stefanescu 





Club 18 
NEW YORK CITY | (11) 2 arenes. See 
Strand Will Bradley Ore ones = to lea 
5  §f : ; at Harrington 
Jimmy Dorse ‘ ynn, Royce & VY . 
} rsey Orc Frankis Hyers 
wie¥ap & Tes Hal LeRoy I gh Feast Paes 
atae” Ce READING ap Morag tag 
4 : Astor (18-19) Club Gaucho 
PHILADELPHIA Joe Cook Show Don Miguel Ore 
; Earle (18) WASHINGTON Currito & Coral 
Abe Lyman Ore Earle (18) Winnie Duncan 
Alan Mowbray |Gae Foster Gis Olga Barat 
Arren & Broderick | Hellmans Luise Camache 
ae Co Lorraine & Rognan| Jose Perez 
Sing & Ariena Ben Yost Co ia . “aS 
| Club Waikiki 
Harold Aloma Orc 
| Lotus Ahn 
Independent ——- 
Nat Brandwynne Or 
Juanita Juarez 
Frank Marti Ore 


NEW YORK CITY | Kitty Murray 
Music Hall (17) | Mae Digges 

Edwina Eustice State (70-23) 

Shayne & Armstr’g | Martinelli 


Selma Kaye | Jed Dooley 
Loren Hollenbeck -™ (17-19) 
Rockettes |}France & LaPell 
Corps de Ballet |} Sammy White 
Erno Rapee Symph 3 Guys and a Ga! 
Roxy (17) BROOKLYN 
Johnny Howard } Flatbush (17) 
3 Pitchmen Tony Pastor Or 
Estelle & LeRoy Molly Picon 
Maysy & Blach |Bob Howard 
Margery Daye }Paul Winchell 
Paul Ash Ore Don & Ruthie Lane 
_ Apollo (18) | CAMDEN 
: vf yor | Towers (18-20) 
Sceletinn tpaen | Carl Emmy 
Papa & Edwards ;}Grace McDonald 


| Joe May Co 


Avon Long | Fellows & Evans 


John Mason 





jJuan Arvizu 

| Estelle & LeRoy 
} Fernando Alvarez 
Bernice Parks 

; Samba Sirens 

| Cuban Casino 
} Consuelo Moreno 
| Don Casanova 

| Dimas & Belen 

| Effi Dorre 


| Diamond Horseshoe 


|Dr Rockwell 

| Mae Murray 

| Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwel 
| Joe E. Howard 
| Ross Wyse, Jr. 
| June Mann 
Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 





: |Gilda Gray 

James Basquette | Petter, Moore & M |Charles King 
John Vigal ELIZABETH Mangean Sis 
Sandy Burns Liberty (17-20) 
Madeline Belt |2 Ricardos El Chico 
Vivian Harris Bobby Henshaw Co} Don Alberto Or 

Riviera (20) Larry Collins Manuela del Rio 
Ann Dupont Orc Maginis | Alberto Torres 
(Three to fill) Darios Dane !Carlos Montoya 

Windsor (17) =| FREEPORT | Trianita 
Charlie Barnet Orc Freeport (18) | Rudolph Cueto 
Henny Youngman | Blanchards | Maria Lopez 
F & J Hubert Diane Moore Charro Gil 3 
Jerry & Turk | tex Owens | Fl Morocco 

AKRON (Two to fill) | 


HARTFORD 


Palace (18-21) , 
Ritz Bros U a State (18-20) 
; Will Bradley Ore 
Rimacs Block & Sully | 
Catherine ‘els y 


Westfield | Alan Jones 


BALTIMORE Stuart Morgan C: 
Hippodrome (17) | Bob Kipa | 
Major Bowes Co NEWARK | 
Royal (18) Adams (18-20) | 
Fats Waller Ore Dick Rogers Or« 
Cora Green Dinah Shore 


Candy & Pepper |Geo Tapps 
Tlamtrar VW wine . Ben rare ore 


Ernie Holst Or« 
Don Devodi Orc 
Reva Reyes 
Carla & Fernand: 
Famous Door 

Skeets Tolbert Or 
Gay White Was 
Shep Fields Ore 
Kay Penton 
Harris & Shore 
Bob Shea 


arol Ki 





| Hazel 


| Bobby 
| Manuel 
| Alex Hurd 
Kenny 
Ss 


| Ford 


| Hildegarde 
|} Leo Kahn 


Hotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 
Hotel St. Morttz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Vivian Blaine 
Johnny Howard 
Claire & Arena 
Hofé!l St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Gus Marte! Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 
Heasley Twins 
Franklin 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Reom) 
Leighton Noble Ore 


Kidoodlers Mischa Borr Ore 
Bert Walton Co | Adelaide Moffett 
4 Co-Eds iStan Kavanagh 


(Sert Room) 


| Xavier Cugat Ore 


Lina Romay 


| Rosario & Antonio 


Iceland Restaurant 
Norris Ore 
Ovando Ore 


Williams 
& Durant 
Crane 

Marion Kingsley 
Winnie Hoveler 


Kelly's Stable 


Lester Young Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
Billy Daniels 
Clarence Profit 8 


Clair 


Gis 


La Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Josephine Del Mar 
Luba Malina 


Olga Mendes 
Gale 6 
Mon Paris 
Heywood Powers Or 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Eleanor French 
Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Tito Guizar 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrel! 
Joe Kavazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertint 
Tino Donelli 
Rainbew Grill 
Barry Winton Ore 
Julian & Marjori 
Jean Murray 
Robert Reinhart 
Rainbow Room 
Matty Malneck Orc 
Velero Sis Ore 
Chandra Kaly 
Mili Monti 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Ruban Bleu 


Mildred Bailey 
Brenda Forbes 
Delta Boys 


Russian Kretchma 





Danc 


Adia, Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 


Sawdust Trall 


Francis Renault 
Martin Bros 

June Boyd 

Helene Francis 
Kay Burke 

Julia Gerity 

Betty Jane Carleton 
Leslie & Rollins 


Spivy’s Roof 


Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 








Collette & Barry 
Hadley Gls 


Blackhawk 


Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Earle Leslie 
Grandfat'r’s Follies 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 

Dick Rock Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Joan Baylor 

Mable Scott 

Evelyn Lee 

Dian Dawn 

Bob Billings 


Broudmout 
Jackie Sharp 
Gene Stockwell 
Phyllis Vaughn 
June Spacher 
Marlene Dale 
Suzanne Propst 
Ruth Gans 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Chez Puree 


| Lou Breese Ore 
| Morton 
| Frank 


Downey 
Libuse 
16 Commanders 
Lois Wallner 
Sterner Sis 
Evans Gls 


Club Alabam 


Nicolas Matthey Or! Tonya 

Peter Nemiroff Ore | Mickey Dunn 
Olga Ivanova Ann Mac 
Nastia Poliakova Virginia Lee 
Marusia Sava Harriet Norris 


Allen Coe 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Helene Carol 
Rita Ray 
Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 
Fillmore Shermaa 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes : 


Colony Club 
Bobby Ramos Ore 








: pg a Koys | Herman Hyde 
Willie Solar | Bartell & Wm Bros | 
Dimples Delight | YOUNGSTOWN 
ee Palace (22-24) 
PITMAN titz Bros U 
Broadway (19 only) | Kimacs : 
|} Martin & Allen | Catherine Westfield 
Cabaret Bills 
Armando's Geraldine & Joe 
Geo Morris Ore Gloria Blake 
Pedrito Ore Marion Miller 
Jayne Manners ja ae 
uan os 
| Beacheomber . 
Michael Loring Ore 








BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 














Mimi Kellerman 
Coley Worth 
Marcia Ray 

Ann Pennington 
Betty Jane Smith 


Gr’awi’h Village Inn 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Velyne Hague 
Ruth Kidd 

Dolly Reckless 
Frank McCormick 


Havana- Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanito Sanabria O1 
Rosita Ortega 
Cesar Tapia 
Las Adelitas 
Villarino 


Hickory House 
Babe Russin Ore 
Hotel Astor 


Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Orc 





Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 


Joe Pafumy Ore 
Luciile Johnson 
|\Carole & Sherod 
}Marcia Neil 
Belmont BaHadeers 


| Hotel Biltmore 

|Clyde Lucas Ore 
Betty Allen 
Doodles Weaver 

| Betty Kean 

| Covert & Reed 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


| Eddie Lane Ore 


| 

| Hotel Brevoort 
| Paula Lawrence 
| Tana 

| Paco Sierra 

Sam Ray 

Julius Monk 
Norbert Faconi 
Margaret Scott 


} Hotel Edison 


Ma! Hallett Ore 
| Madeline Gray 


Hotel Essex 

Paul Baron Ore 

Grace Morgan 
Lucille Matthews 


Hotel 
Ray 
| Aggie 
Napua 
LeiLani Taea 
Nani Todd 
LeHua Paulson 


House 


Lexington 
Kinney Orc 
Auld 


| 


Hotel Lincotin 


| Tony Pastor Orc 
Lincolnairs 
Hotel McAlpin 


Johnny Messner Or: 


Hotel Park Centra: 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 

Jose Dominguez O 

Jack Waldron 

| Elenore Wood 

| Hibbert, Byrd Co 

| Winton & Diane 

| Bunny Howard 

| Ginger Dulo 

Sylvia Barry 

| Hotel 


| Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Helen O'Connell 
Bob Eberle 

Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Or: 
Chiquito Ore 
De Marcos 
Paul Haakon 
Josephine Huston 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 








h Grant Ore 


| 
| 
| 
| 





|Geo Sterney 


| Dorothy 


| Grace Hayes Lodge 


Pennsylvania | Beth 





Geo Church 
Rosita & Pancho 


La Martinique 


Eddie Oliver Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 


|} Danny Kaye 
| April 


Ames 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 
Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Eleanor French 


Leon & Fddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jackie Miles 
DeMay. Moore & M 
Maxine De Shon 
Grace Drysdale 
Shayne & Armstr’g 
Elaine Arden 
Shirley Lloyd 
Marie McDonald 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bow! 
Jimmy Castle 
Buddy Hughes 


Ambassadorettes 

Brandon 

Shea & Raymond 

Everett West 

13 Dee's 

|Corinna Mura 

}Chuck Foster Ore 

| Casa Manana 

Jack Teagarden 

Cocoanut Grove 

Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Mitchell Leisen Rev 

Freddie Martin Ore 
Earl Carroll 

Buster Shaver 

Olive & George 

| 6 Debonairs 

| Beryl Wallace 

| Frankie Conville 

| Mary 

| Helen O'Hara 

|Sunny Dale 

| Barbara O’Drew 

Reyes’ Rhumba Ba 

St Clair & Day 

Rhumba Orc 

Slate Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 

Florentine Garden 

INTG Anni 

Fred Scott 

Low, Hite & Stanly 

} Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Orc 

| Charlie Foy’s Club 

| Charlie Foy 

| Leonard Sues 

{Red Stanley 

| Bob Evans 

| Jerry Coogan 

George Beete 

Art Bernard Ore 


| 
} 
| 
} 


Veterbeck 


versary 


Mary Healy 
Neville Fleeson 
Betty Riley 
Margaret Whiting 


Peter Lind Hayes 0 


Grace Hayes 
Rebecca Hayes 

House of Murphy 
Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Jean Neunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Katherine Dehaven 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Orc 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador HUote 
(Pump Room) 


Hotel Savoy-Plare | Virginia Hays 


Terr Sheltnn fore 


Or 


Frank Shuman 
Vera Sanoff 
Stork Club 


|} Sonny Kendis Ore | 
| Ray Benson Ore | 
Gloria Hope 
Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Doris 
Sheila Barrett 
Paul Draper 
Village Barn 
M Prager Orc 
Ann Jones 
Cass Franklin 
Laura Kellogg 
Marian Vinay 
Mary & T Atkine | 
| Zeb Carver Co 
| Whirling Top 
Teddy King Ore 
J 
iI 


Col 








erry Blanchard 
Dell 
Wayne 


& 


ilyan 
| Ginger 


' Susan Christine | 


La Conga 








, Theodores 
Leon Navara 
Phillip 


Macambo 


Orc 
Lopez Ors 
Cafe 
|Humbertos Bd | 
|} Phil Ohman's Or | 
| Palladium 
Merry Macs 
Richard Himber 0 


Paris Inn 


Kenny Wenr) son 
Domini } 
Marg'rite & M’'rtiner 
Henry Monet 

} Johnson Ice 
| Helen 
| Helen 
} 
} 


Follies 
Harrison 
Miller 

}Chuck Henry Ore | 
Pirates Den * 
Happene 
joag 


| Pegleg 
| Wally 
Eienry Grant 
i|Gaby La Fitte 
Dolores Gray 

| Black Andy 

Flo Ash 

Tom Garay 

} Nick Cochran Or 
| Rhatmboogie 
14 Kit Cats 

| Lois Galloway 

14 Tones 
| Dorothy 
Cee 


Garbo 


Johnson O 


lee 

| Scheherazade Cafe 
| Yascha Borowski 

.| Alex Morison 
Sandra Karina 


Russian Gyps) Ore 


Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Benny Kaha | 
Puanani Mathews 
Charlie Openuvi 
tobby Mathews 
Johaie Bright Or: 

Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Ore 

Swanne Inn 
|} Fred Skinner 
}Slim & Slam 
|Gladys sSentles 

Topsy’s 
|The Topsyettes 
3 Hot Shots 
| Beverly & Reve! 
} Paul Locke 
| Maurie Sherman 
Wilshire Bow: 
Velascos 
Skinnay 








Ennis ©: 


Bismarck Hote! 


(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 


Marton Halr 





| Rocky 


| Alan 


| Donna 
| Charlie 


| Geo 


|}Shandor & 


| Karl 


| Joe 


| Rddie 


Lynn 


Monchita Ore 
Colostmos 


Tirza 

sew Parker 

id Gould 

Roy Rogers 

Zerby & Wiere 

Jack Prince 

F Quartel! Ure 
Congress Hotel 


(Glass Tat Rm) 
Johnuy Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 


Edgewater 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Wayne King Ore 
Consolo & Melba 
Walter Donahue 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casino 
Ehriick 
Elisworth 
tillie Webb 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Keach 


Harriet 


Lew Story Ore 


Marie Lawler 
Nord Richardsos 


Sid Tomack 

Reis Hros 

Ruth Wayne 
Marshall & Sheild 
Alphonse Berg 
Anita Lane 

Carol Dean 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens ©re 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 

4 Bards 

Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglion 
Spiros Stamos 
Monica Schick 
Isobel de Marco 


Liberty Inna 
George Gray 
Jean O'Brien 
Dottie Eden 
Sherry Adair 
Connie Austin 
Jackie Cornell 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Oro 


Ore 


Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Doris Dupont 
Joanne Jordan 
Russell & Farar 
Patsy Reed 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heldelberg Ens 
Loule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


sddie Duchin Ore 
keddy Howard 

Bob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 

Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 


Shermar Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 

Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 

Bob Crosby Orc 

Cole Trio 

Callahan Sis 

| Byton Gis 

Carl Marx 





| Silver Cloud 


Jackie Richards Gls 
Mildred Anderson 
Dottie Dayne 
Alrite & Blue 
Yvonne Jame 
Gerken 

Lynden Ore 
Daniels 
Zalus 


Joe 
Ralph 
| Elinor 
Hazel 
} 606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Anita Jacobi 

Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller 
Jai Leta 

Jimmy Ray 

Lewis Sis 

Lloyd & Willis 
Carrie Finnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Toda’s Theatre-Cafe 





Lamberti 
Yost Singers 8 
Remos Co. 


Joe Wallace 

|} Raymond Wilburt 
[Todd GIs 

| Joe Sanders Orc 
Les Brown Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Balt 


Fielding Ore 
Bali-lovelies 
Carlos Molina 
Juanita Bad 
Gerardo & Helen 
Ben Franklin 


I.eo Zollo Ore 
Fay & Gordon 
Mona Wilson 
Ralph Fastwo« 
Patricia King 
Carroll's 
Darnell 
Came 
Grace Gordon 
Wavneta Bates 
Wagner 
Remingto: 
Vail 
Rance 


Club 15 


Milarriet Hale 
Frankie Lee 
Maroness Raud¢ 
Barbara Stone 
Mar 
Margie & Babs 


Venut 


Jean 
Robby 
Wilbur 


Rose 
Cusano"s 
l.ou Ferlano 
Kay Trotter 
Mickie Pear! 
Wilt 
Lou Martin 
Di Pinto’. 
Marie Fitzpat 
Mary Snyder 
Jimmy Evans 
Mardo 
Wayne 
Laverne 
King O; 
Embass) 


Vera 


| Geo Clifford 


Lois Palmer 
Janice 
Marquita Rivera 
Benton Twins 
los Cucarachas 
Dolores Del Cari 
Carlos Reyes Or: 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Evergreen Casin- 
Warren Phillips 
Linda Lief 
Doris Elliott 
Pat Shevlin Or 
Helene “iandish 
1523 Lecust 
Elaine Black 
Marian Proct 
Pree Tanna 


Pola Montoya 
| Bubbles Shelby 


Grace O'Hara 
Keller Sis 
Kay Laverly 


» King’s Swing Orc 
Gay 90's Cafe 

Phil Wood Ore 
Strut Flash 
Nat Wilson 
May Joy 
Ann fisher 


(H Walton Roof) 


Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 

Bob Russell 

Vera Neva 

Anibal Carrion 
Grace Corwin 

| Michael Sandina 
|Peppino & Carmer 
Nell Fontaine Or« 
Mata & Hari 
Wanda Stevenson 
Manuel Ovando Or« 


Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Rm) 


Carlotta Dale 
| Instrumental 4 
| Vocal Trio 


Ashburns 
|} Dick Wharton Or« 
} Jam Session 
Lutz 
Joe Hooker 
| Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Jimmy Venuti Ore 
| Jerry Gordon 
| Niles & Joan 
i|Helen Wilson 
Black Eye Peas 
Agnes Barry 
Little Rathskel! 
;Charlotte Vogue 
DeLloyd McKay 
| Peter Sis 
Victor Hugo’s Or: 
Count Boris 
Ed Kinley 
Manoa Inn 


Jack Hitchinsen 
Smythe & Delore 
Geo & Lilly Gor 
Nancy Newell 
Gracie Steel 
Edythe Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Or: 
Mayo's 
|Gus Johnson Or: 


Lenny Ress 
Nott Winter 


Geo 





Paul Kane 

Mildred Gilson 

Baby Ely 

Adelle Ruseli 

4 Octaves 

Bill Bailey 

Bill Hughes 

Alan Wood 

Minstrel Tavern 

4 Tones 

Margie Rose March 

Tony Callazo 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, 3r. 

Helen Marriott 

Open Door Cafe 

Ralph Brown 

Loulse Wright 

(hakita 

Sunny Rae 

Don Anton Ore 
Palumbo's 

Lavee Twins 

Chick Mullery 

Joe & Jean 

Jean Busonl 

Yvonettes 


Roman Grille 
Harry McKay 


Dottie Winters 
Georgiana Lee 
Jeanie Van 


Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Arn Mayer 
King Cole Trio 
Wesley Prince 
Oscar Moore 
Debonairs 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Pauline Paige 
Maurino & DeVoll 
Joan Coraz 

Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Ruth Templeton 
Bella Belmont 


Silver Fleet Inn 


Joe Curley 
Reggie Du Van 
Marianne Millar 
Harry Small 
Chick Hunt 
Joe Hayes Inn 


Alpine Village 
C Lambertson 
Monroe & Grant 
Moriarity & Dell 
Rob Copter 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn 


El Dumpo 


tob Manners Orc 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Freddie's Cafe 


Ore 





| Gale Parker 

|Tyna Tamara 

| Lenore Line 

Gourmet Club 

| Eddie Robinson Orc 
Gayle Gaylord 

| Jean Marshal! 

} Hotel Carter 


Thixton 
Ambassadors 
Hotel Cleveland 


Sprenger 
tore 


Thompson © 


ret English 


Lang 
Marga 


| Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Manuel Fernandez 
Imogene Lynn 
Morris King 
Eddie Le Baron 
(Motor Bar) 
Pete Vera 
| Howery 
‘Midnite in 
Emile Boreo 
Frank Mazzone 
Abbott Dan 
Therrien 
Grischa & 
Clarissa 
Helene Carol 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
jenny Resh 


Paris’ 


Brona 


Ore 
Casanova 

| Vantine & Cazan 
} Margie Mansell 

tee Wi Gis 
| 
| 


Lee Walter Ore 








Silver Lake inn 
Roland & Reid 
Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hessel Orc 
Gloria May French 

Stamp’s 
George Marchetti O 
Billy Starr 
Garner Trio 
3 Loose Nuts 
Jelly Beans 
| Ray O'Day 
Margie Drummond 
Johnny Welsh 


Swan Club 
Bill Bailey 
Lloyd Mann 
Marty Bohn 
Marene & Gallo 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Toni Sarrel 
Nancy Lee 
Henry) Patrick's Ore 


20th Century 
Rhythmaniacs 
Mike Pedecin 
Men ef Rhythm 


Warwick Hotel 
Ray Morton Ore 


Weber's Hof Braga 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Dias & Deane 
Daily Bros 
Equili & Marcelle 
Pen Bannerman 
Thea Silton 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Fldoradians 
Jack Smith 
Al Goldecker 
Signor Karmino 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson's 
Jerry Taps 
John Lueyn 
Jackie Lee 
Dorothy Johnson 
Joe Hough 
Geo Baquet Oro 
Yacht Club 
Pat Purcell 
Stephanie & Craig 
Dotty Brennan 





' Pear! 


Ducky 


| 


| Norma 


Jacqueline Herman 
Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Joyee Ore 
Mary Wine 
Hotel Hollenden 
Samaty Watkins QO 
Chick & Lee 
Philharmonic 4 
Vicki Robere 
Sloan & Gary 
Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Doris Weston 
Cariton & Juliette 
Ia Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay's Skybar 
Jean Eldridge 
de Lueca 
Regal Club 
Malvin Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 
3700 Club 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Art West 
toma Huston 
Arlene Dave 


DETROIT 


Don Hale 
Angeline & Winters 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 


Or |Charles Costello Ore 
| McColl 


Sis 


Palm Beach 
Bobby Jones 
Barbara Brent 
Howard 
& Margo 
Pablo Ore 


Ravaye 
Don 


Huck'’s Redford Inbp 


| Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 

Harry Stevens 

Frances McCoy 


Lorraine Sanchl 
Jennings 
Virginia Manch 
Stan Norris Ore 
Saks Show Bar 


Yvonne & Wayne 


Corktown Tavern Lew Parker 
Beef Trust ~ = 
1}Good & Good! |; Nay ernon 
Prof Crem Pearl Magley Gls 
Orlando Pete Viera Ore 
The Wests i 
Seckia Esei Rio | Statler Hotel 
Dick Haviland |Gomez Tropical D 
hens Arquette Or ieee Hart 
° Orlando 
| 3 Hund’s } Fausto Curbelo Ore 
3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez ® Pacey is 
London Chop House Hg set em Ore 
Tonta Vatent! Dan Merryman 
Ruby Ore Don Francisco 
Morocco |} Starr & Maxine 
| ‘Gay Nineties’ Re Verne’s 
| Buddy Duray Rert Nolan 
| Joe Foder Orc |D'Aboue & Rene 
Nebiolo’s }Ann Roth 
DI Glovannt tarry ¢ nanagy Ore 
} Frederick & Collins | Whittier Hotel 
Phelps & Cullenbine | (Gold Cup Room) 
6 Vanettes | Tony Patti 
Leonard See! Ore Wonder Bar 
’ | 
Northwood tna | gammy Dibert Ore 
Anita Jacob ‘Mildred Fenton 
Anchorage | Betty Smiley 
Hugh Morton Ore Art oe 
Maynard Deane Aj ooo” 
ray @& <4 ( 
Arlington Lodge rs 
Phil Cavezza Or Pe gg Bove Hottle 
Bachelors’ Club . , 
Al Turner Ore El Chice 
Mario Merin Ore 
Phil aan ee Rodriguez Dane 
| salar | Lolita Cordoba 
| __ ae Sevee> Hotel Fort Pitt 
mua. Ken Bailey Ore 
Herb Rohrer | Johnny Mite hell 
* ea gs i Jessica Wheatley 
tee, A Feigen Harry Walton 
Jan onteri . us 
Henry Eberhart Irma Guthrell 
| Boogie- W Hotel Henry 
r ° na (Silver Grill) 
|; Boog Sherman Billy Tr 
. or thy eacher Orc 
Maxie Simon 1 | Kandy Davidson 
Buddy Blaine | Marian McGarrity 
Tubby Miller | (Gay 90's) 
Chick Williams | Dorothy Nesbitt 
Club Petite | Hotel 7th Avenue 
Piccolo Pete Orc Bess Saunders 





(Continu 


yn page 55) 








SO AEE IE AER AOL om 


Pee a 


ee ee 


{ 
‘ 
. 
é 








TO aE 





ns 


Wednesday, April 16, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





Catholic Groups’ Pressure Results 








In Mpls. Mayor's Nix of ‘DuBarry’ 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Heeding Catholic organizations’ 
protests that the show is indecent 
and an affront to womanhood and 
the marriage institution, Mayor 
George E. Leach banned ‘Du Barry 
Was a Lady,’ which had been sched- 
uled to open a four-day engagement 
at the Lyceum last Sunday (13). 
Previously, St. Paul city authorities 
had forbidden the musical there, 
forcing cancelation of a one-day (12) 
booking. 

Mayor Leach took action follow- 
ing a public hearing at which 


the show was denounced and de- 
fended. The fact that he is up for 
re-election at the primaries next 
month put him on a hot spot. 

‘Du Barry’ is the first show to be 
prohibited here since ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
nine years ago. That show imme- 
diately moved over to St. Paul and 
did turnaway business for the entire 
week, The mayor who banned it 
was defeated at the next election. 
During the past several seasons St. 
Paul has refused ‘Tobacco Road’ a 
permit to be presented there. 

After the mayor's edict forbidding 
the local engagement, the show’s 
sponsors considered legal action to 
circumvent the order. However, 
following a telephone conference 
with A. L. Berman, New York at- 
torney representing producer B. G. 
De Sylva, it was announced by John 
Letfler, company manager, that the 
local engagement would be aban- 
doned and that the show would open 
in Milwaukee Sunday (13), playing 
the four days intended for Minne- 
apolis along with the three orig- 
inally booked. 

The advance sale here was ap- 
proximately $10,000, Manager Leo 
Murray of the Lyceum stated. The 
money was refunded. 

Before departing with the com- 
pany, laying off here Holy Week, 
Leffler issued a vitriolic statement 
to the press, lambasting the mayor 
and Minneapolis moral conditions. 

‘We are being crucified by your 
mayor because of political greed,’ 
Leffler said. ‘The mayor never saw 
the show. He was playing politics. 

‘Besides, the mayor apparently is 
no one to judge as to whether some- 
thing is indecent. He should start 
on his own town before he tells us 





Gransky, Ill, Informs 
Theatres He'll Pay Off 


Joe Gransky whose Arrow Ticket 
agency was well known on Broad- 
way, has advised theatre manage- 
ments that he is ill and may be in- 
disposed indefinitely. Purpose of 
communications were to tell the box- 
offices that whatever money is owed 
them will be paid off. It appears 
that the broker, who has an agency 
at Delmonico’s, gave out several 
checks for which there were insuf- 
ficient funds. Most of that paper 
has been picked up. 

Understood that the hotel agency, 
which continues to operate, does not 
owe the theatres more than $500. 
Usually brokers settle with box of- 
fices on each Monday for tickets ob- 
tained during the previous week. 


DuBarry to Go 
In to Cleve. Aud 








To End Squabble 





Cleveland, Aprii 15. 
Instead of playing the Hanna as it 
was first skedded, ‘Du Barry Was a 
Lady’ is being routed into civic audi- 
torium’s Music Hall April 29 for five 
days to settle a squabble that is agi- 
tating local theatrical circles. 


Bert Lahr musical was one of 20 | 


shows which the Hanna guaranteed 


to Cleveland Playgoers, Inc., civic 


drama-supporting organization, in its | 


subscription series. Date had been 
tentatively set about four times, but 
it was shelved when winter legit sea- 
son was cut short five weeks ago to 
permit opening of ‘Fantasia.’ 

Both subscribers who put up 
money for advance tickets and news- 
paper critics let out loud yowls. 
William F. McDermott, drama ed of 
Plain Dealer, morning sheet, editori- 


| ally ripped into sponsoring group as ’ : 
what to do. I went to a burlesque | well as the theatre for not keeping | ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Fulton) are| mains after the New York (Fulton) | 


Strawhat on B’way? 


Reversing the usual order, summer 
stock may be tried on Broadway. 
Idea ig being considered by Helen 
Warren, who first planned a rural 
outfit. 

Miss Warren, who recently arrived 
from the Coast, also aims trying out 
new scripts. 


IN. Y. Critics, With 
Off Week, Plan 


Circle Changes 














This being a bye week on Broad- 
way in respect to new shows, several 
Critics Circle members are formulat- 
ing proposals to be made at the an- 
nual get-together next week that 
would pep up the organization. Cir- 
cle started as a compact group lim- 
ited to drama reviewers on the 
dailies, but has become so elastic 
almost anybody can get in. Some 
of the charter people think it’s about 
time they met the new members. 

A change in the form of the an- 
nual best play award is deemed a 
good idea. Instead of a small plaque, 
a scroll which could be displayed in 
the theatre lobby may go to the 
winner. Another idea is to have a 
dinner which the public could attend, 
net proceeds to go to charity. 


Critics are doing plenty of mulling 
over their choice of the season’s best 
play and the voting will be probably 
more hectic than last year, when 
William Saroyan’s ‘Time of Your 
Life’ finally won out. Then the 
| Pulitzer committee named the same 
play and the critics burned. Seems 
that the reviewers still have a 
weather eye on Saroyan, whose ‘The 
Beautiful People’ opens at the 
| Lyceum next Monday (21). Because 
of that the Circle has postponed its 
award session until the next night. 
| It is not expected that there will 
| be uniformity in considering ‘Watch 
|on the Rhine,’ newest dramatic hit 
(Beck), and that also applies to 
‘Native Son’ (St. James). 








‘Claudia’ | 





Equity Nixes 2-a-Night Army Camp 
Legit Shows Unless There's Extra Pay 





Wilmer & Vincent Press 





An application to examine John 


F. Walters, comptroller of the Shu-| 


| bert Theatres Corp., before trial was 
|made yesterday (Tuesday) in N.Y. 
| supreme court by Sidney 
and Walter Vincent, who are suing 


—~> 


Shubert-‘Maritza’ Suit 


Wilmer | tyre, 





Equity turned down the proposal 
thet concessions be granted for the 
number of weekly performances by 
| proposed legit shows in army camps, 
a project claimed to have the back- 
ing of industrialists. Those men- 
tioned as financing the shows are 
E. B. Hall, Jr, and W. R. McIn- 
with offices in the Graybar 
building, N. Y., with H. E. Booker, 


| 


h- Shuberts and Select Theatres) former European showman, as ve- 


orp. for $25,000 damages. Plain- 


tiffs claim failure to pay the 10%) 


royalties allegedly due on the oper- 
etta, ‘Countess Maritza.’ 


Wilmer & Vincent acquired the duce ‘Three Men On a Horse’ 
American rights to the operetta in  Hall-McIntyre setup, asked 
1925, and gave them to the Shuberts | okay to play twice night! 


for 10% 
_ estimated at $250,000. 
over the Shubert contract in 1933. 


3d ‘Arsenic’ Co. 
For Hub; Angels 
Get 126 Profits 


A third company of ‘Arsenic and 
| Old Lace’ is being considered, plan 
| being to anchor it in Boston. Hub 
| outfit, however, will not be formed 
|until the booking is consumated. 

Lindsay and Crouse previously de- 
| cClared that they would not play the 
|stand if the ticket allotments were 
dictated by Herrick’s agency there, 
| latter agency being allegedly con- 
jtrolled by the Shuberts. Shows 
| playing the Colonial, an Erlanger 
| house, are not dominated by Her- 
| rick’s, while the Repertory is an in- 
|'dependent house, where ‘Life With 
| Father’ made its run and declined 
'to permit the agency to handle its 
tickets. ‘Arsenic’ will play either of 
those theatres. 

First profit checks to the numerous 
(21) backers were sent out last 
week, amount disbursed being $12,- 
000. Highest individual remittance 
| was around $900, that representing a 
744% interest. Also there is around 

















riety unit producer. 

In a letter to the council, before 
which body he appeared last week, 
Alex Yokel, who is expected to pro- 
for the 
for an 
y, first per- 


of the profits which are formance to 80 On about 6:45 and 
Select took the other around 8:30. 


Although it 
was stated that camp commandants 
wanted shows twice nightly, Equity 
thinks otherwise. Felt that it would 
mean too much hardship to actors. 
Ruled that the shows could go on 
only if the casts be paid one-eighth 
extra pay for all over eight per- 
formances. If the shows played 14 
times, as proposed, the lowest pay 
would be $100 weekly, or double the 
minimum ($50). 

Yokel later said thet the ruling 
would not prevent the camp project 
from going through. He revised the 
schedule for 10 performances week- 
ly, shows to go on twice on Satur- 
day and Sunday, which would call 
for two-eighths extra, or about 
$56.26 weekly minimum. When the 
shows are to start is not definite, 
but the original plan of putting on 
24 plays in the camps during the 
year still stends. However, vaude 
| revues are planned also and such 
|shows would not come. within 
| Equity rules. 
$2,500 Budget 


Plan as outlined to Equity fixed 
the weekly budget at $2,500, that 
|} Sum to cover actors’ salaries, trans- 
| portation, company manager and ed- 
| vance agent, latter to arrange for 
| living quarters. In the case of mu- 
| sicals, budget of the same total would 
| cover musicians. Some doubt was 
| expressetl that the budget would 
| cover the expenditures. First report 
| thet net proceeds would go to vari- 
| Ous camp service funds was revised, 
it being explained that a percentage 








| (Booth), ‘Flight to the West’ and | $40,000 in reserve. That surplus re-| of the net would be so applied. 


show at the Alvin last night and| their promises. Critic accused them | regarded as in the running, while 
there were things in that show that | of short-changing the town by pass- 


wouldn't be permitted in ‘Du Barry.’ 
Then we went to six ‘joints’ and they 
were doing everything. All-night 
unlicensed liquor 


| 





establishments | 


ing up or failing to get good plzeys 
available. Pointed out only 16 shows 
were booked into the Hanna this 
year, compared to 18 in 1939-40, 


were running wide open with every | when business wasn’t so hot. 


kind of gambling device and game. 


‘Those people who appeared at the |torted in a printed protest that the | 


hearing and asked to have the show 
stopped never had seen it. I predict 
that the banning of ‘Du Barry’ will 
prevent many other Broadway 
(Continued on page 52) 








Actor-Draftees On 
Road Get Return Fares 


. / 
There are no known instances of 


| burgh, 


| 


| rium 


the army draft having forced the | 


withdrawal of actors in touring 
shows, but, foreseeing the possibil- 
ity, Equity has adopted a rule pro- 
tecting members on transportation 
costs, should they be called. As ef- 


| are getting a bit jittery as to whether | 


fective April 8, should a member in | 


a road company be drafted, the man- 
ager shall pay the member the 
amount of the return fare and the 
member shall not be required to pay 
the fare of his successor. 

Equity contends it is not a change 
of rules, which its pact with the 
managers prohibits, but merely an 
interpretation of the rule. In stand- 
ard contracts there is a clause which 
reads: ‘The manager agrees to abide 
by the determination of Equity as to 
whether the foregoing clauses apply 
to any given situation and such de- 
termination may be final.’ In other 
words Equity’s counsel has the right 
to decide whether ‘a member leaves 
a show for a valid reason, which ob- 
viates penalization. 

Otherwise, 
touring show at his own behest he 
must pay his return fare and that 
of his successor. Equity takes the 
viewpoint that managers will accept 


When prez of Playgoers, Inc., re- 


drop was caused by a scarcity of 
plays, the veteran reviewer quoted 
VARIETY’s recently published figures 
proving that 31 New York shows 
went on tour this year. Cleveland 


didn’t get as many important plays, | 
Pitts- | 


declared, as Detroit and 
which are smaller cities. 

To satisfy -quawking subscribers 
the drama-sponsoring committee, 
backed by Chamber 
decided to rent part of civic audito- 
and bring in ‘Du Barry’ on 
their own hook. Since mayors of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis barred it on 
grounds of indecency, the local angels 


he 


it will get a go-sign from Cleveland’s 
mavor. 

Although the Hanna plans to run 
‘Fantasia’ up to June at least, there's 
a possibility of a summer stock com- 
pany being installed in it by Elmer 


| Weiner, concert booker. 





if an actor leaves a} 


| 
| 


SWAMPED BY CUFFOS 


Saroyan’s ‘Invitation’ to ‘People’ 
Preview Gets 4,000 Replies 








William Saroyan’s offer te give 


away tickets to see a preview of his | 


‘The Beautiful People, at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., tonight (16) met with un- 
looked for response. 
that applicants must write in their 
requests. More than 4,000 letters 
were received, about four times the 
capacity of the theatre. Author, now 
turned manager, gave orders that all 
who applied be sent replies and 
those not taken care of may be 


placed upon the free list after the | 


the ruling as a patriotic duty and it | play opens. 


is also a hint to producers to exer- 


| 


There will be six previews during 


cise care in casting, so that actors | the week, three being pa:d-for par- 


subject to call by the army will not 
be engaged in road shows, 


ties. ‘People’ makes its debut next 
( Monday (21). 


of Commerce, | 


Stipulation was | 


|some critics are known to 
‘Lady in the Dark’ (Alvin). 


BWAY. 
BO. UPBEAT 


SEE 


Last season Holy Week was hetter 


a phenomena, but the situation now 
is reversed. Although Monday (14) 
night attendance was under expec- 
tations, advance sales indicate a 
comeback from the flock of new low 


gross marks that were registered | 
last week. However, first dash of 
summer temperature that ushered | 
in the week did not calculate to help 
the boxoffices. Monday, when the 
baseball season opened, it was the 
first time in memory that the 
weather was really mild for that 
event. 

Noted by showmen, too, that the 
climax of Lent was not the only 
theatre deterrent. On the days that 
'the Allied reverses in the Balkans 
were in the headlines the b.o.’s 
|sagged further. Similar reaction 
icame last season, when news from 
the war front was especially dis- 
couraging. 
| ‘ v: 
| ‘The Night Before Christmas, 
Morosco, was the only new show 


last week and it was a disappoint- 
ment. No premieres this week. 
‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum, is 
the solo debut next week and indi- 
cations are for sporadic arrivals 
during the balance of spring. 





Jack Hurdle, director of the ‘Kate 
Hopkins’ radio program, has 
Frank Craven to direct and play the 
lead in Carl Allensworth’s new play, 
‘Village Green,’ which he hopes to 
| put into rehearsal soon. 


along Broadway than Easter Week, | 


set | 


land Chicago productions had been 


favor | paid off, and the ‘angels’ were re- | twice 


| funded their investments in entirety. 
It is proposed to play all the terri- 
tory possible within the next 18 
|}months, since the film version will 
'be released in 1943 and repéat dates 
| are contemplated. 

| From Chicago, where the second 
company opened at the Grand last 
week, Charles Washburn, who is 
agenting, avers that a bonding com- 
pany sought to restrain any an- 
|nouncement of the advance sale be- 
cause of a possible boxoffice holdup. 
|He had, however, claimed the ad- 
vance was $30,000 and three dailies 
printed it, the insurance people be- 
ing quite upset. 





Treasurers’ Benefit 


Ball at Hotel Clicks 


For the first time the Treasurers’ 
Club staged its annual benefit for its 


| 





sick end burial fund at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., Sundey (13) evening 
Instead of a straight show 

a theatre, there was dancing in th 
| ballroom before and after the per- 
|formance, latter running about an 
hour and a half. 

Event was excellently attendec 

the principal proceeds were derived 
from the program, in which advertis- 
ing approximating $8,500 was car- 


ried. Net from the ‘book’ and the 
dance-show has not been figured. 





° ° 
| Elissa Landi, Guester 
Kansas City, April 15. 

Elisa Lendi, film and legit player, 
came in Monday (14) to begin re- 
hearsals in ‘Romance,’ to be pre- 
sented at the Resident theatre for a 
two-week run beginning April 28. 
She will have the role of the Ital- 
ian opera singer in the Edward 
Sheldon play. 

Signing of Miss Landi by the 
Resident theatre czrries out the 
yearly policy of having a Broadway 
or film name as guest star once or 
j twice during season, 


Council, in rejecting the plan as 
set forth, felt that if actors played 
nightly their performances 
| would not be satisfactory, especially 
because the casts would be required 
to journey beck and forth to hotels in 
the towns. Claimed that the nearest 
towns to some camps are from 30 
to 40 miles distant. If most of the 
players received minimum pay, it 
figured they would have little 


was 


remaining after paying living expen- 
ses. 

Charles Allen is talent agent for 
Hall-McIntyre and brought Yokel 


into the picture. Agents cre not per- 


mitted to be interested shows, 
according to Equity’s agency rules. 
Claimed, however, that Allen’s job 
| was to attend to getting talent for 
|the camp shows. He is currently 
touring the ‘All American Revue,’ a 


vaude type of musical which Booker 
produced and which is said to have 
grossed $1,000 nightly at Camp 
Mecde last week. 


Guarantors Assure L.A. 
Season of Light Opera 


Los Angeles, April 15. 


Four sponsors of the Los Angeles 
Civic Light Opera association have 
pledged $5,000 apiece to underwrite 
any losses for the 1941 season at the 
Philharmonie Auditorium. Company 
ran $16,000 into the red last yeer 


and $12,000 the year before. 

Season opens May 19 with a light 
/opera still to be selected. Windup 
of the schedule will be ‘Cabin in 
the Sky,’ to be brought from the 
east intact. 





BEERS QUITS BATCHELOR 


Nate Beers has resigned from the 
Walter Batchelor agency, N. Y., for 
which he has been handling legit 
casting for the last two years. He 
has tentative production plans for 
the immediate future. 

Before joining the 
fice, Beers was for 
j with the Louis Shurr 


Batchelor of- 
several years 
agency. 
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Public-Financed Concerts Called Good An Actress’ Lament 


By CAROLINE BERGH 


For Morale; Spurn Economy Appeals 


‘Why can’t I meet Dwight Deere 
1 Wiman? 


Shows in Rehearsal I'd be beholden 


To John Golden. 
‘Women Aren’t Angels’—Lee 

















Milwaukee, April 15. 
Notwithstanding pleas for recrea- 
tional economies in view of the na- 
tional emergency, Milwaukee again 





I'd be a killer-diller 





will spend $30,000 on its — Un-|  Ephriam. |For Mr. Gilbert Miller. 
der the Stars’ series of eight summer ‘The Happ Days’—Raphael |,, ' baat 
concerts in Washington Park in the Hakim. y = gong bho 
belief that the money will be well ‘The Beautiful People’— or i 

spent as a morale builder upper. A William Saroyan. a 
similar series last summer attracted ‘The Last Round’—Theatre | for Mare Connelly. 

an attendance of 267,000, of which Guild. 


approximately one-fourth were paid ‘Rose Marie (road)—Shuberts. | My stumps I'd stir 


admissions at modest fees, and the ‘Steps Leading Up’—Experi- | For Courtney Burr. 

lineup for the coming season 1s ex- mental. | a # ues 

pected to be an even greater draw. ‘Not in Our Stars’—Experi- | Fo the ee ae 
Don Griffin, county recreational mental. |I would work for Os ; 











director, has signed contracts for | ite ales ea eel bean 

eS h D bi ; k P . N To meet Maurice Evans. 
Jessica Dragonette opening the d 7 

series on June 24, to be followed u Ins y re icts ew | Would I be cunning 


July 1 by Jacques Fray and Mario | 
Braggiotti, duo pianists, with Lucille | 
Manners, radio soprano; July 8 by | 
Dennis Morgan, picture and radio 
singer: July 22 by Kirsten Flagstad,. 


|For Philip Dunning? 


Pins’ for B’way; Asks o Pe een eine 
° put my talents on the line 
Walker to Write Sketch If I could work for Hammerstein. 


: 
i I could be so nice 
with Edwin McArthur conducting a 
the orchestra; July 29 by Marian; A new ‘Pins and Needles will be | For Elmer Rice. 
Claire, coloratura; Michael Bartlett, | among the autumn Broadway shows,! The Shubert Brothers 
senor, = ccna | haste senor according to plans of Labor Stage,! Are there any others? 
of the icago Civic Opera y, | ; . 
presenting an operetta in concert | pemeet ly =O International | sry performances would be silky 
form; Aug. 5 by Helen Jepson, as- | Ladies Garment Workers Union.| 1¢ J could work for Stanley Gilkey. 
is inf ietta j ord | 
; Sa acevo somnge — yrbared or edlions soos | I'd drink Sheffield or Borden 
2 is bee Charle Tho 1as and | piled up by the unionist revue, which |'To act for Max Gordon. 
rs ay yy et Fran- | has won a uniformly favorable press| 
+ Wait J a sannens dedicated to | in New York and on tour. David I'd be the rage — 
Seedh Mate g tg brewer who | Dubinsky, head of ILGWU so im-| For Crosby Gaige. 


presented the city with the huge plied at a luncheon tendered the We'd all be Hedys 


: ind ‘Pins’ company at the Astor hotel, | . 
poe ser a N.Y., Thursday (10). Dubinsky com-| For Norman Bel Geddes. 


| 
i th he said | 3 . 
The Wisconsin WPA Symphony | Plimented the outfit, though he Oh, Laurence Schwab 
orchestra, with Dr. Sigfrid Prager 


| the boxoffice could have been better.| Give me a job! 
conducting, unless guest conductors 


Dubinsky jovially chatted with) 
, . the talent from the cloak and suit, Oh Mr. Hart 
are appearing, will appear with the 
artists, who themselves will collect 


industry and asked the girls whether | Give me a part! 
are they would prefer going back to ; . 
more than half of the appropriation | +i, sewing ‘wanninde the answer |I would rush like Old Niagara 
for the concerts. Kirsted Flagstad | being a lusty ‘no’ Jimmy Walker,| To work for Alfred de Liagre. 
and John Charles Thomas are the| - “ os : f 
individual ot s the impartial arbiter of the industry, | 5. Arthur Wopkins 
= momy Sere Cee was a guest, Dubinsky suggesting 


series, each of them signed for $2,- | that he write one of the numbers for I'd be the topkins. 
500 for their evening's work. 


; next season's ‘Pins.’ Walker laughed | y’q plac > bets 
! 11,000 re- : place my 
PR lng the Big which opens when Dubinsky inferred that not! On E, Ray Goetz. 


ie i 20c to | 0° many of his decisions favored | . 
May 1, at prices ranging from 20c to on lle Bi Ragone lle =p nr 
T5c, with a few box seats at $1. 


because vaude and other talent; I would work for Martin Gabel 
sources had disappeared, he expected | ; 
. that Labor Stage would supply ac- | How I'd emote 
Fhippen, Felton Sub tors in the future. Walker concluded | For Edward Choate. 
é ? 
job as buttonhole referee. Louis} een teriinel 
In Hellz for 0.&J,, Schaffer, executive director of Labor | oe Cmerye Soa eneee. 
4 Stage, arranged the get-together and} Peak of desires 
En Route to Pic Chore named Dubinsky to act as chairman. | Aldrich and Myers. 
‘Pins’ laid off last week after! 


by saying he had to return to his 
scoring a goodly run in Chicago.| I’m not so dumb 














| My talents I’ve offered 





Inside Stuff—Legit ‘ 


Charles G. Stewart, general manager for Laurence Rivers, Inc. (Row- 
land Stebbins), which is currently inactive, is taking bows on an 800-word 
letter which he wrote to the N. Y. Times, detailing why $1 theatre is g 
| virtual impossibility on Broadway. It was a reply to a story by Elmer 
Rice, which previously appeared in the Times, the author-manager sey- 
eral times espousing the idea of pop price admissions. It happened that 
Rice’s yarn appeared about the time when ‘Flight to the West,’ after not 
doing well at $3.30, changed hands, and ts being played at the Royale, 
N. Y., at $1.10 top, those now interested saying the showing is not for 
rofit. 

o Stewart signed the latter with his middle name Giles spelled out and 
some and Broadway didn’t know it was the same fellow. However, he 
received a number of managerial responses. One thing he pointed out 
|! was the number of shows in which authors are financially interested in 
other than royalties. 








Russell Crouse, in Chicago last week for the opening of his ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ road company engagement at the Grand theatre there, played 
a bit part of one of the convicts in ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ for 
the opening performance at the Erlanger. He did it as a gag, at the urging 
of Alexander Woollcott, star of the show. According to Crouse, it was the 
finest stage portrayal thus far in his distinguished acting career. 

Playwright-producer’s last previous stage appearance was about a year 
ago, when he went on in a bit part of one of the doctors in ‘Life with 
Father,’ at the Empire, N. Y. His only regular acting stint was some years 
ago in ‘Gentlemen of the Press.’ He and Howard Lindsay are co-authors 
of ‘Father’ and co-producers of ‘Arsenic.’ In addition, Lindsay plays the 
lead in the Broadway company of ‘Father.’ 





Programs for ‘Native Son,’ at the St. James, N. Y., are not distributed 
until after the performance because producer-director Orson Welles 
wanted to forestall the lighting of matches by audiences trying to follow 
the play’s 10 scenes. Drama is played without intermission and most of 
its scenes end in blackouts, with the house and spotlights dimmed during 
changes of scenery. Programs were distributed at the first preview and 
a number of spectators lit matches during the brief intervals between 
scenes, causing Welles to fear a serious accident might result. At subse- 
quent previews and all regular performances since then the programs 
have been withheld until after the show. 





First community theatre production of ‘Green Pastures’ at Pittsburgh 
Playhouse was forced to insert one white actor (in blackface) in the cast 
last week when Howard Watson, who plays Ham, one of Noah's sons, wag 
severely injured in an auto accident, and had to be rushed to a hospital. 
Replacement was John Johns, local actor who had been serving as show's 
stage manager. 

Pitt Playhouse’s experiment has been widely praised and date was ex- 
tended for three extra performances beyond regular three-week run. AP 
sent a glowing account of local ‘Pastures’ all over the country fort general 
release last Thursday afternoon (10). 





Item that the Theatrical Managers and Agents union intended to strike 
against the Palmer Park theatre, Detroit, and the Midwest chain, was 
stated to be an error by TMA. Latter office states that it does not operate 
outside of New York, 

Houses involved are picture theatres. There is a union of such front- 
of-the-house employees in Michigan, confined to that state. Such organiza- 
tions have so-called federal charters. 





Planned road company of ‘Claudia,’ which is playing at the Booth, 
N, Y., may be set back until fall, although Rose Franken, who wrote and 
staged the comedy, interviewed any number of young actresses with the 
idea of selecting one for the name part out of town. 

A Coast company is contemplated for late spring, but whether the cast 
will be engaged out there or in New York has not been decided. 





George Jean Nathan was chided by fellow-critic John Anderson for 
omitting ‘Plough and the Stars’ from an anthology of ‘Five Great Irish 

















Jay C. Flippen and Happy Felton 
will replace Olsen and Johnson when 
the latter leave ‘Hellzapopin,’ Winter 
Garden, N. Y., next week for Coast 
to make a film which will carry the 
revue’s title. Felton took over for 
Johnson on Sunday (13), while Flip- 
en went in for Olsen Monday. 

Plans call for playing ‘Hellz’ at the 
Garden through the summer, show 
being booked to tour with Flippen 
and Felton in the fall. Road show 
with Eddie Garr and Billy House, 
which has been topping the original 
by a wide margin, is slated to stay 
on the road indefinitely, too. 

Olsen and Johnson expect to re- 
turn to N. Y. 
House,” due on Broadway in the fall 
with Carmen Miranda. 


Apoppin at U in June 
Hollywood, April 15. 

H. C. Potter gets the directing job 
on Mayfair's film version of ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ slated for an early June 
start at Universal. 

Olsen and Johnson are leaving the 
stage show next Monday (21) for a 
vacati« before reporting for work 
at the studio. 


One Long Laugh For 
Summering Pasadenans 


Pasadene, April 15. 

Laughter is the main idea in the 
seventh annual midsummer sched- 
ule of Pasedena Community Play- 
house, June 23 to Aug. 16. Program 
is labeled a Festival of Modern 
American Comedy and consists of 
eight plays, written variously by 
George S. Kaufman, Edna Ferber, 
Moss Hart and Marc Connelly. 

Plays are ‘The Beggar On Horse- 
back,’ June 23-28; ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here,’ June 30-July 5; 
‘Dinner At Eight,’ july 7-12; ‘Min- 
ick,’ July 14-19; ‘Once in a Life- 
time,’ July 21-26; ‘You Can’t Take It | 
With You,’ July 28-Aug. 2; ‘The 
Royal Family,’ Aug. 4-9, and ‘The, 
Men Who Came to Dinner,’ 
11-16. 


in July for ‘Crazy | 





| mows is again on tour, having re-| Where’s Gustav Blum? ° 

opened Monday (14) and will again! ,.. ae 

| play the Coast during summer. Re-| + Ai ded aoe 

| peat date in Hollywood was booked | ' - 

| because so many interpolations have | yg ingenue sweetly 

| been made to the revue that it is| ror Vinton Freedley. 

| virtually a new show compared to ‘ 
that seen there last sason, Same;|In my _ technique 
goes for other dates. | fumblin’ 

| If I could work for Herman Shumlin. 


'TMA’S TAP BURNS UP %2227,.20% 8.00", 
EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE, 42 «ot pzevaut Pars 


there'd be no 





|I could act for Sam H. Harris. 


which | 2° fight for Otto Preminger 


Experimental Theatre, I'd even carry a derringer. 


started last week with “The Trojan | 
| Women,’ at the Cort, N. Y., playing | What a lovely habit 
a special matinee early last week and To act for George Abbott. 
| repeated Sunday (13) night as a | And I’m not kiddin’. 
benefit for the Stage Relief Fund, | a ae 
ran into more expense items than 
| anticipated. Theatrical Managers & |} 
ruled that the ET | 
| 


shows must have company managers 


No Howard Award 


Among the several annual awards 
Because it is a| iS that in memory of the late Sidney 
non-profit venture, Experimental shia hag srize beit $1.500 
| < 1tS - ize In se 
| People burned the TMA ee | to ‘a new hemheheass slr 
mand. ecien 4 ak teats M m 
It was claimed that when the TMA | meee ees cee Re 
office was queried about the matter on an outstanding writer 50 the 
previously, ET was assured that com- | poney will be turned on er the 
pany heads would not be required.| Aythors League fund for needy 
Officers of the union said that no one | young playwrights. Award is de- 
With authority had made such a| signed not in recognition of the best 
statement. ET, however, was rated | play of the season, but to encourage 
in a special classification ad it was! fresh talent. Last year, first for the 
agreed that one press agent could | award, Robert Ardrey was the re- 
handle its three shows at $75 per | cipient for his ‘Thunder Rock,’ which 
week. Company managers are pay-| failed here but was highly regarded 
able on a per-day basis, receiving | jn London. 
$16.75 for each experiemntal per- _ _ 


formance. . 
Engagements 


‘Women’ goes on Sunday (20) sup- 
Wesley Addy, Art Smith, Arlene 





Agents union 


and press agents. 


over 








posedly for the third and last time, 
in aid of the Actors Fund. ‘Steps 
Lending,’ second experimental play, 
will be seen Friday afternoon (18) | Francis, Robert B. Harris, Varvara 
at the Cort, while the third play, ‘Not |Thery, William Nunn, Alexander 
in Our Stars,’ is slated for the Bilt- | Knox, Flora Campbell, Kathryn Giv- 


Aug. | more the afternoon of April 25. Both|ney, Clay Clement, Jerome Thor, | different from reviews in the other 


the latter are to be for one time. ‘The Last Round.’ 


colleagues in the} 


Bennett Cerf’s and not Nathan’s. 


Plays’ which Nathan edited for Random House. 
was included instead, but this pick was really Random House president 


Latter, in fact, favored ‘Plough’ for the 
book, but was overruled by the publisher. 


‘Juno and the Paycock’ 





EQUITY COULDN'T STOP 
ACTOR’S ‘PEACE’ TALK 


When an actor makes a gratuitous 
address outside the theatre it is not 
a violation of the exclusive service 
clause, which is under fire and which 
a representative group’ within 
Equity wert deleted from standard 


contracts. Instance arose in Chicago 
last week, when a player in ‘Life 
With Father’ (Blackstone) proposed 
making a speech at a ‘America First’ 
meeting. Harry Kline, company 








manager, Claimed the actor, O. Z. 
Whitehead, should have asked per- 
|} mission and complained to Frank | 
| Dare, Equity officer there. Dare| 
| communicated with Equity head- 
quarters in New York and the rul- 
ing was made. 

Matter attracted the attention of 
the Chicago Tribune, which pro- 
tested interference by the 
management. Daily was interested 
because of its isolationist policy and 
contacted Oscar Serlin by telephone. | 
Manager stated he had no objectiorf 
to extraneous activities of the actor, 
though he may not agree with the 
viewpoint expressed. Equity stated 
that while it could not prevent an 
actor making speeches outside the 
theatre, any action by a member that 
might affect the popularity of a show 
was decried. 

Tribune appears to have been the 
only Chicago paper that touched on 
the incident. Because of its policy 
the Trib gave scant if any publicity 
to ‘Three Shall Be No Night’ when 
the Lunts appeared in the Robert E. 
Sherwood drama there. A review 
of the play was carried, but the 
| Opinion was none too favorable and 





against 








dailies. 


TMA SESSION STORMY 
ON TREASURY SURPLUS 


Theatrical Managers & Agents 
held a lively meeting last Thurs- 
day (10), when the matter of the 
treasury was discussed long and 
loudly. For some time members 
have proudly commented on the fact 
that the union {s financially sound, 
quite a reverse from the first two 
years, when TMA (then TMAT) was 
agitating for a basic contract with 
the managers. Instead of being in 
the red, it wag announced et the 
meeting that there was $5,000 in re- 
serve. 

. Most of the discussion over the 
coin was to determine whether to 
publicize the fact that TMA is in the 
black. The ayes seemed to have it 
but no announcement was sent out 





| High cost of initiations accounts fo: 


the surplus. New members mus! 
pay $500 to join, plus the first six 
months dues, which are $18. Re- 
ported that TMA proposes to tilt the 
initiation ente to $750. 

Previously officers had scrutinized 
the expenditures and it was evident 
that most of the money was paid to 
legal counsel. It was decided to dis- 
pense with an attorney on an an- 
nual basis and that it would be more 
logical to engage counsel if and wher 
needed. Gustav A. Gerber was for- 
merly counsel for TMA. 

Saul Abraham, president; Louis F 
Werba, secretary-treasurer, and Jo- 
seph Grossman, business agent. 
were nominated for re-election 
Oliver M. Sayler, v.p., and CKarles 
Mulligan, business agent, were else 
named. All will be voted in unles: 
opposition suddenly arises. Electior 
is dated for June 9 at the Claridg« 
hoteL 
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‘Arsenic.’ $13,000, New Chi Click: 
Father’ 10446; ‘Dinner’ 76, Tumble 


+ 
6 


Chicago, April 15. $ 

New leader of the Chicago legit | HARVEST’ . FINE 18,000 

procession is ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ \) ? 
Drew rave notices following a fine | IN ] T OF 2 HUB W KS 
advance sale and came up with a} 
near-capacity take despite Holy 
Week. It looks to stay through the ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ starring 
summer. ‘Fredric March and Florence El- 
Rest of the town dived sharply in | dridge, off to a very good start last 
the worst week in show business. week with around $18,000 for the first 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ returned |of two weeks’ tryout here. Spon- 
to town, this time with Alexander | sored by the Theatre Guild, the sub- 
Woollcott, and the results were far | scription list expects no apologies for 
from happy. Will skip right out/this one. Advance sale indicates 
again after quick fortnight. bigger money for the current stanza. 
‘Rose Marie’ opened at the Shubert 
R remagaciraghe oman hy call (st Monday (14) for two weeks at least; 
Arsenic ane oC ee ee and return of “Tobacco Road,’ with 
week) (1,200; $2.75). ig money | John Barton starred, also came in 
show of the town from all indica- Monday for two weeks at the Ply- 
tions. Got great reports from the mouth. Only new entry in the off- 
critics. Despite Lent, clicked sharply ing is “Women Aren’t Angels,’ com- 
at $13,000 for initial week. : edy by Vernon Sylvaine, starring 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Selwyn Bobby Clark and Melville Cooper. 
(2nd week) (1,000; $3.30). It's a ‘This is slated for the Plymouth May 


tough price in this town and partic- | 7% a : = 
ularly tough with this capacity, | 12 qwith Harry Wagstaff Gribble di 


which demands sellout trade for any | 
real results. Fell off to $12,000; 








Boston, April 15. 





























Detroit, April 15. 























CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 



































means red ink. ‘ + 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone Father Good $17,000 
(59th week) (1,200; $2.75). This om ¢ 9 
veteran is beginning to show the In Phili Road 106 
pressure of time and looks to finish y; 9 
Chi run on Mav 24. Dipped again 
eee aoe te Di rE Philadelphia, Apri] 15. 
langer Uist. week) (1,300; $2.75), | Holy Week passed by highly suc- 

h 3 eg | gy, | cessfully in the two legit houses that 
Show was here previously with| vere lighted. ‘Life With Father’ 
Clifton Webb. Alexander ‘Woollcott sli ry ihe ot the Waleut. bot 
this time proves harsh disappoint- | * oe better than $17,000 ’ «To. 
ment following great expectations. ts e Read: i se aed ak tae 
With Wednesday matinee cancelled | eg Pas ¢. et - 4 
show limped in with possible $7,000. 310.000. e Locust, & y 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (8th |” fast night (Monday) the Lunts 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Took a slide | opened jeans snamenenenh at 
last week alone with the rest of | Forrest in ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 
ae $12,000. Should perk Estimates fer Last Week 
immediately with Easter. . 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Studebaker (3d | ‘Life With Father,’ Walnut (6th 
Chi week) (1.200: $2.75). After two | week ) (1,400; $2.85). Off a trifle but 
weeks in the Selwyn, moved here boy i oe was a a 
after week layoff and, bucking Holy |  eaanin Bena’ ; (3d pee EA 

om, Ses Cae | (1,500; $1.50). Wound up third week 

of eighth engagement here with 

D 1236 ° close to $10,000, which made every- 

ante ou I Canada | body plenty happy. 
Toronto, April 15. ‘Cabin’ Fine $14,500 In 

Back for an additional half-week | ’ 
at the Royal Alexandra here, on top 
of his socko holdover earlier in 
March, Dante crashed through for 
estimated big $9,200. He also got 
Approximately $3,100 for his two-day 
engagement at the Grand in nearby ase 
London (7-8). In his earlier Toronto | $17,500 for the first week, ‘Cabin in 
week Gals ee ae, Soe GUE bee Oe lak ts wees 
smas i in two weeks. ma hs or the las o weeks 

|of Lent at the Cass, pretty fair con- 
_— sidering Ford strike and other fac- 
House has full lineup, following 
the, current ‘Tweltth Night,’ with 
‘Student Prince’ April 20, including 
local find, Barbara Scully, in lead, 
and ‘Treat Her Gently’ coming 
‘Gaslight’ Stops in L. A. 
“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” Los Angeles, April 15. 
‘ ON TOUR Holy Week takes at the several le- 
e git houses were quite satisfactory 
and biz is headed for an upward 
Mot.: WM. KENT 

‘Rose Marie,’ being presented at mo- 
tion picture prices at the Mason 

Opera House, garnered 

| satisfactory $4,000, and 
holds for a third week, to be fol- 
‘Gas Light, which was supposed 
to turn a small profit at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, at a $3,000 gait, 
winds up this week. 
DURAN F Biltmore reopened (14) with “The 
“Jack Durant does a bit of 
showstopping.” 
—Burns Mantle, Daily News. 


tors. It was priced at $3.30. 
2% 
‘Rose Marie’, $4,000, 
bound on the current Easter stanza. 
1776 B’way. New York 
lowed (23) by ‘The Merry Widow.’ 
Time of Your Life,’ in for two weeks. 





Blossom’ 146 in Wash. 


Washington, April 15 

‘Blossom Time,’ with Everett Mar- 
shall, paid first visit here in_five 
years, coinciding with Cherry Bios- 
som festival, to collect approximate- 
ly $14,000 at $2.20 top. 
cludes two extra performances on 
Easter Sunday. 

Current is Cornelia Otis Skinner 


Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT’S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 























Det. 326 in 2 Weeks. 


Tacking estimated $14,500 on to the | 


estimated | 
operetta | 


Figure in- | 











Night Selene Christmas 


i 
| Comedy in three acts presented at the 


| Moroseco, N. Y., Apri) i0, ‘41, by Court- 

}ney Burr; written by Laura and S. J. 

i Perelman: staged ty Romney Brent; set- 
ting by Boris Aronson; $3.50 top. 

Madame Rochelle.............Ruth Weston 
EO cccccvccessensses ...John Ravold 
BnGicett....ccccccccccsces St. Clair Bayfield 
Sam Bachrach..........+.......lauis Sorin 

j Denny Costeilo..............Phyllis Brooks 

S Pe cbedeadbe 0 t0860000sRK6 Shelley 


Fred Finch. ......ccccccoes+. George Petrie 
Otis J. FOUR... ccccoccscceccees Forrest Orr 


QO eee Te lCCc 
| A Window Shopper.............-E0en Hall 
|} A Casualty....¢@ Frank Kreigenhofer, Jr. 
Ce.) 2 Serre John Junior 
Pe POND cs 0 00605 on aesacdcnws Carl Gose 
PEE 6 chectcseneeasceseegeees Owen Martin 
| Gentleman in Black..... Charlies Furcolowe 
| { Marsha!) Bradford 
| PONE ss ons cus ccacce t Charles Holden 
| Victor ImGOtere..ccccccceccess Dean Norton 
BD, FOPRROINE. op: cccecececesce Jean Norwood 
| A Moviegoer............--Muriel Campbell 
| PL. .c086eeee5eane sae William David 
| PGMINAN, i 6 ercccedsecdetess Pete Cusanelli 
| BxOO. sc cccrcvcoseocoscceces MARETY Blatsvuer 
| The Shield...ccceseceee- Donald McClelland 


| DUGGIE » 600650 de0onksesdaceni Lew Eckles 





A disappointment. Out-of-town re- 
| ports were fair td middling, and ex- 
| pectation was that here would be a 
{comedy spring tonic to the Broad- 
| way list. Paramount financed it. 

| Title implies merriment, and there 
is some in the proceedings, but not 
nearly enough. On the night before 
|Christmas, two yeggs who have 
‘bought out a Sixth avenue (N.Y.) 
| luggage shop start drilling through 
jthe cellar wall with the 
reaching the vault of a bank next 
|door. There is a difference between 
| the pair, one a suave fellow and the 
‘other a loutish youth. Latter wants 
|to blow a hole through the wall 
while the elder thief is opposed to 
|; the use of ‘soup.’ 


Anyhow, the younger one has his 
way. But instead of reaching the 
bank’s basement, they blast their 
| way into the cellar of a delicatessen 
|store and emerge with links of sau- 
|sage and potato salad goo on them 
| to prove it. At that rate, they 
{could have done better. for just be- 
fore they blasted the wall, a man 
from the bank offered ‘em 10 grand 


|for the lease, but that was too legit | 


for them. 

Their scheme is punctuated, too, 
| by the appearance of a pal, escaped 
from stir. With rod in hand, he’s 
plenty tough about declaring himself 
in, the others being sissies by com- 
parison, even though the third guy 
|is small and wears horn-rimmed 
cheaters. The latter character seems 
more like the real thing and he ends 
}up with a cop’s bracelet around his 
wrist. 

Other characters are in and out- 
ers. Comely Phyllis Brooks is in 
on the robbers’ play, being a sort 
|of ex-gunmoil beloved by a chap 
who works in a drug store. She left 
the cast of ‘Panama Hattie’ for the 
new play, and it lhoks like a wrong 
guess on her part. Ruth Weston ap- 
pears with blonde hair, playing the 


|operator of a nearby beauty shop | 


She has performed to better effect. 
Harry Bratsburg is the rough yegg 
and quite good. George Mathews, 
as the sappy one, totes the program 
name of Ruby, Forrest Orr being the 


more careful member of the gang. | 


| Louis Sorin, as the jeweler on the 
street, helps. 

One bit, that of a picture. star, is 
among those which do not seem to 
fit. Character has the role of Victor 
Immature. Ibee. 


Piays Out of Town 


THEATRE 


Wilmington, Del., April 12. 


Maugham an! Guy 











Drama 


Somerset 


Bolton, from Maugham's novel of the same 
name presented by Joh Golden stars 
Cornelia Otis Skinner; features Arthur 
Margetson, Margaret Bannerman, Reginald | 
Mason and Viola Reoche Staged by Rob- | 
ert Milier setting Denald Oenslager 
Opened at Plavhouse Wilmington, April 
12, °41; $3.30 toy 
Nuregemai« ecceseveces- Wendy Atkin 
‘ CU Srererrr rrr rrr TT Robert Burton 
Cler TUT Ty TTT jack Merival 
4 Lalie Austen 
J j t ¢ z «? s SK INNET 
Lore I es LTemperts Reginal Mason 
Evie : Viola Roache 
M e] ¢ lye ! Margetson 
Roger tone ederick Bradles 
fom Fennell....«.. 2s Carl Harbord 
gh SERS ET TCC ee Ralph Bunker 
Dol de Vries eoee- Margaret Bannerman 
Avice reighton...ee- Joan Wetmore 


Stanley Harrison 


John Golden has a potential hit 


on his hands and Cornelia Otis Skin- | 
ner can boast of a new star in her | 


acting crown. The Somerset 


| 


Winter | 
Byron Schofield....ccccces-- Herbert Nelson | 


idea of | 


Play on Broadway Only ‘Lady, 531,500, Rhine, 


$18,000, Hold Up in Holy Week On 


B way; ‘Hattie, 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(14th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Busi- 
ness away off during Holy Weck 
| with new lows for the season for 
;most shows; standees are out for 
this hit, as rear of house has glass 
| partitions; $16,600 quoted, about all 
| house will hold. 
| ‘Claudia, Booth (9th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). 
annual prize awards; business lusty 
|right along; claimed beiter than 


Fulton 


4 


quoted over $13,000. 


‘Crazy with the Heat,’ 44th St. 
| (R-1,325; $3.30). Final and 12th 
, week; revue had been doing fairly 
well, but dropped lately and slipped 
'to around $8,000 last week: being 
| converted into vaudeville unit 

‘Flight to the West,’ Royle (15th 
week) (D-1,047; $1.10). Cantinues to 
|get press plaudits; since admission 
| scale was dropped attendance fairly 
good and should continue with thea- 
tre party help; paced around $6,000 
lately, but dipped last week. 


‘Helizapoppin, Winter Garden 
(134th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). In- 


although comedian leads will be 
changed; continues to garner excel- 
lent profits here and via road shows; 
'claimed over $20,000; strong Sunday 
a factor. 


week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Figuring on 
drawing students on Easter holiday. 
six matinees being played this week: 
; revised rink revue disappointed first 
|full week of resumed. engagement; 
under $20,000. 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (30th 
| week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Keeps on 
playing, but mostly modest grosses; 
‘climbed for a time; still indefinite; 
| $6,000 estimated. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alva 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). 





(12th 


held great pace, with business well 
|; over $31,500; standees all perform- 
| ances. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (74th 
| week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Natural for 


|long-stayers to drop during slump | 


| periods more than others; holdover 
quoted around $15,000; plenty. 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
| (46th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Attend- 
ance dropped, but still among 
|favored musicals and should come 
| back this week; estimated around 
| $21,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (78th week) (C-1,013; 
Another holdover that was bumped; 


rated around $8,000, about lowest | 
figure since opening; should snap 
back. 


‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (16th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Hit the 
skids, too, with takings approxi- 
mating $8,000; with salary cut ar- 
rangement, may have broken even 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (16th 
week) (CD-991: $3.30). Not much 
affected and right up with best 
money shows this season; estimated 
around $15,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (13th 
| week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Has done fair 
business right along, but not figured 
|}among summer possibilities: off last 
week with an estimated $8,000 

‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson (3d week) 
(C-1,094; $3.30). One of spring’s 
light weights; using cut rates to op- 
| erate, and looks doubtful of making 
grade: $4,000. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (3d week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Has joined the Sun- 
day show list, with moderate-price 
audiences aimed for; not capacity 
but good business for heavy drama: 
topped $13,500 last week. 

‘Night Before Christmas,’ Morosco 
(Ist week) (C-939; $3.30) Entered 
last midweek: drew adverse press 
and chances distinctly doubtful: will 
play at least three weeks for picture 
rights. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Broadhurst 
(15th week) (C-1,142; $3.30) Ex- 
pected to last out season; business 
| moderate, but to some profit righ! 
along; slipped under $6,000. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 


Rated a candidate for | 


| $12,000 last week; previous week | 


tention is to play through summer, | 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d | 


While most | 
| shows were skidding this standout | 


$3.30). | 


286, ‘Corn,’ 146, Off 


(9th week) (C-893; $3.30. Will make 
coin in summer theatres, but present 
engagement continues mild; $4,000 
last week; can break even at that 
ngure., 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (16th week) 
(M-1.104; $4.40). Felt the offish go- 
ing last week, when takings were 
about $18,500; low for engagement; 
should bounce back this week and 
stick into summer. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (24th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Around $28,- 
| 000: low gross for engagement, but 
topped list into winter and compara- 
tively not much under the former 
pace of better than $31,000. 
| ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (55th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Talking of 
| staying into another summer: is well 
out in front and that is possible: 
round $6,500 last week, but should 
pir’ up: moderate cost show. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Nationa] (20th 
week) (D-1,162; 3.30). Among the 
successes which registered low 
marks last week; bit over $14,000, but 
should promptly pick up to better 
money this week. 

‘Tebaceo Road,’ Forrest (282d 
_week) (C-1,107; $1.10). The unpre- 
dictable stayer; rarely runs into a 
|red week and generally turns some 
| profit: under $5,000 last week. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (2d 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). While the 
field slumped, newest drama click 
surged upward: in first full week the 
| gross was $18.000, which approaches 
capacity. 


Revivals 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
| (5th week) (C-1.405; $3.30), Attend- 
_ance was somewhat affected. but dip 
jin gross not material with the count 
‘around $20.000; still best money 
among straight plays. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (26th week) 
(C-1.064: $3.30). Counting on draw- 
ing students this week, so four mati- 
nees being played; dinped to around 
$7.000. and should materially improve 
this week. 

Added 

‘The Trojan Women,’ Cort. Re- 
views did not indicate this experi- 
mental play has commercial! possibil- 
ities: specia] matinee played, also last 
Sunday night, with final showing 
next Sunday (20). 

‘Steps Leading Up,’ Cort; also pre- 
sented by Experimental Theatre; one 
matinee scheduled Friday (18). 


‘HELL’ BIG $27,500 IN 
ST. L. DESPITE HOLY WK. 


St. Louis, April 15. 

Holy Week, which usually sounds 
a death knell for entertainment en- 
terprises in this heavily populated 
Catholic community, didn’t even dent 
the American, where ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
closed the first of a two week stand 
Saturday (12) and rang up the ban- 
ner take of the season. With the 
house scaled to $3.30 the mob of 
customers forced Manager Paul Beis- 
man to open the third gallery and 
place chairs in the aisles. It was SRO 
for every performance. 

Eight performances vrossed an es- 
timated $27,500, topping the prev- 
ious high of the current season, reg- 
istered by ‘DuBarry Was A Lady,’ 

* $15.000. 
































Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON | 









































SAMUEL FRENCH | in new Somerset Maugham-Guy Bol- 


SINCE 18630 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Piays for Stage, Scovmen and Radice 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
Sil West 7th Street, Les Angeles 














ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN” 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 














ton play, ‘Theatre,’ offered to local 
A.TS. subscribers as cut-rate divi- 
dend. Next week brings Frederic 
March and Florence Eldridge in 


‘Hope for a Harvest,’ winding up | 


regular subscription season. 


——— 


‘Prince’ $11,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 

The estimated $11,000 that ‘Stu- 
dent Prince’ picked up last week at 
Nixon was like found money for 
both show and house. 
originally intended to lay off dur- 
ing Holy Week and Nixon expected 
to remain dark, as usual, but every- 
body concerned decided to take a 





‘Prince’ had | 


Maugham novel has been skillfully 
dramatized by the author and Guy 
Bolton, with sparkling dialog high- 
lighting a series of situations rang- | 
ing from the ludicrous to near- 
(Continued on page 52) 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Presents 
10 MILLION VISITORS in 12 WEEKS 
AND 
GARDEN PIER THEATRE 
WITH 1999 SEATS—NOW AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL 
Apply ALBERT M. GREENFIELD & CO. 


1616 Pacific Ave. 521 Fifth Ave. 
Atlantle City, N. J. New York City 
Phone 5-1121 Phone MUrray HI 2-6000 








chance and things worked out more 
than satisfactorily. There was little | 
call downstairs for the $2.75 seats, 
but balcony and gallery got a big 
| play and went clean at several] per- . 
| formances. 

Nixon has ‘Cabin in Sky’ current, 
and winds up season with Pitt Cap 
and Gown show ‘Hope for Harvest’ | 
and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ in that 


iorder 
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Literati 





This Is London 

Edward R. Murrow, chief of CBS 
European staff and author of the re- 
cently -published ‘This 1s London,’ in 
a transatlantic from London oy ‘Of 
Men and Books,’ conducted by John 
T. Frederick and originating in the 
network's Chicago studios, reported 
that books about London being able 
to ‘take it’ have no market there. 
They are designed for American con- 
sumption, Murrow stated. One such 
book, by an Englishman, did sell, 
but that quenched Londoners’ thirst, 
according to Murrow. 

Among the highlights of Murrow’s | 
terse but comprehensive picture of 
the literary situation in present-day | 
England were declarations that: a 
chapter titled ‘Digging for Mrs. Mil- 
ler,’ in John Strachey’s ‘Post B,’ is | 
‘probably the best thing produced in | 
this war’; pamphlets are ‘an aston- | 
ishing development in literature of 
this war,’ that Britishers’ chief tastes 
are for ‘escape’ literature and for a 
reading or rereading of the classics; 
a London publishing house has not 
sold a copy of Hitler's ‘Mein Kampf’ | 
in months; books on military history 
and tactics are in demand, as are 
‘popular’ ones on religion; poetry is 
not in great demand, and there is 
little time for philosophical writing. 

In speaking of the young English 
writers, Murrow said many of them 
are in service, and those who had 
gone to America to continue their 
authoring had produced little of im- 
portance (he sounded sarcastic or 
contemptuous of latter group). 





Chileans See U. S. 

Seven Chilean newspapermen 
brought to the United States two 
months ago to work on sheets here 
wound up that phase of their visit last 
weekend and set off on e tour of 
the country. They will be gone 
until May 6, when they arrive in 
New York prior to return to South 
America. 

They will visit 27 cities on the 
trip, including Detroit, Chicago, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Denver, Spo-| 
kane, Seattle, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, San Antonio, New Or- 
leans, Atlanta, Richmond and Wash- 
ington. They're being conducted by 
Edward C. Johnston, v.p. of Western 
Newspzeper Union and director of 
Publishers’ Reciprocal Program, 
sponsors of the U. S. visit. | 


| York book publisher 
| time 


| to such 


LITERATI OBITS 


Marcel Prevost, 78, French novel- 
ist and playwright who wrote al- 
most exclusively of women, died 
April 8.at his home near Vianne, 
France. 

Mrs. Mildred W. Farwell, retired 
newspaperwoman who covered the 
Balkan campaigns of World War I 
for the Chicago Tribune, died of a 
heart attack April 5 at a New York 
hotel. 

James L. Burnham, 69, 
telegraph -ditor 
(Me.) Journal, died April 9 after a 
long illness in Saco, Me. 

Edward J. Clode, 73, long a New 
and at one 
associated with Brentano's, 
died April 11 in Williamsville, N. Y. 

Walter J. Duncan, 60, book and 
magazine illustrator who contributed 
magazines as Harper's. 
Scribner's and McClure’s, died in the 
Columbus Hospital, N. Y., April 11 
after he was taken ill at his studio 
the previous Saturday. 

George F. Downer, 66, former 
sports writer for the Milwaukee 
Sentinel and the Milwaukee Journal, 


retired 


died April 13 in Madison, Wisc. For 
the past 10 vears he had been direc- solicited by journalists, male and fe- 
tor of sports publicity at the Uni- | male, to learn the secrets of his past 


versity of Wisconsin. 
Fred H. Crook, 64, who retired as 
managing editor of the Cortland 


| (N. Y.) Standard last year due to a 
' stroke, died April 12 in that city. 


Negley D. Cochran, 77, former 
editor of the defunct (Toledo (O.) 


News-Bee ~~4 long a member of the | 
| Scripps-Howard editorial board, died 


April-13 in Toledo after a long ili- 
ness. 


four daughters. 


Henry O, Taylor, 84, author, his- 
torian and philosopher who last. 
November succeeded to the chair 
of the late Sidney Howard in the 


American Academy of Arts and Let- 


| ters, died of pneumonia April 13 at 


his home in New York. 





CHATTER 

Michael Wilson finished his first 
novel, ‘Beggars in Velvet,’ for pub- 
lication by Lippincott. 

Mary Barnstey Hale joined the 
Associated Press staff in Los Angeles, 
as a writer on fashions and femme 
features. 

Glamour Magazine hes dropped its 


of the Biddeford | 


| Capitan, Hollywood legiter, May 8 at 


Survived by three sons and | 











ee |}old method of printing ratings and 

Court Slaps B. A. Publisher reviews of motion pictures before 
Criminal Court in Buenos Aires | they are completed. 

has condemned Junius J. Rugeroni, | 


ald, largest English-language news- 
paper in South America, for con- 
tempt of court in criticizing Argen- 
tine justice. Publisher had been 
filling in for a columnist when he | 
wrote of the imprisonment of an | 
Englishman held 32 months on an | Associated Press since 1929, has been 
insurance fraud charge before be- | transferred to the Washington, D. C., 
ing released as completely innocent. | bureau. He is succeeded by Frank 
Counsel for Rugeroni asked for! Silreath who had been MacFar- 
nullity which was denied. Because | land’s night editor for five years, at 
of publisher’s standing, sentence of | Raleigh. , 
One year does not have to be served Clarence Buddington Kelland has 
but is added to any future term. De- | 


| turned in to Satevepost an untitled 
fendant immediately appealed to the | serial with a trucking background. 
upper court, 


Film interest in it. 

Jerome Odlum, who authored 
‘Each Dawn I Die,’ has completed a 
new novel, ‘Onee I Saw the Sun.’ 


| appear in book form late in the 
|spring. Jim Waters, author, pro- 
ducer and director of the radio show, 
is completing the book. 

Walker Joynes MacFarland, Ra- 
leigh, N. C., bureau manager of the 





Texas’ Journalism Day 

Corwin Riddell, WOAI, San An- 
tonio, newscaster, will be one of 
seven speakers on discussion panels ff 
of Journalism Day, to be held at the 
University of Texas on April 24. | 

Other speakers: H. R. Knicker- 
bocker; Felix R. McKnight, sports 
writer; Holland McCombes, of Time. 
Inc.; Harold Hough, of Fort Worth 
Star Telegram; James FE. Crown, of | Columbia and it dated back to the 
New Orleans; Houston Harte, San | network's giving time to Communist 
Angelo publisher: and Franz Zeiske, | leader Earl Browder for a broadcast 














é 9 
| Hearst- “Kane | 
___ _ continued from page — 


doing and not the Legion’s. Latter’s 
principal objection, he stated, was to 














Tleyi)] re . ; 
Bellville newspaper editor. some time ago, 
a ‘ Free Company came in for the 
* i. Newman’s Deferment | Legion’s whipping, Hunter ex- 
R. H. Newman, whose novel, ‘Far 


Fr ; se novel, : plained, because ‘some of its mem- 
rom Home, was pubiished about! bers belong to other organizations 
Rearmerg ago, has been given a de-| which have been approved by the 
erment of 90 days by his draft | Daily Worker.’ He said the Legion 
board in Massachusetts to complete 
“— on 8 second book. reading the Worker, New York 
s ewman returned to the United | Communist daily, to watch for Red 
oor about six months ago from | trends and spot names of people and 
inland and F-ance, where he served groups condoned by the sheet. Its 
as an ambulance driver. Both novels | endorsement. is apparently the kiss 
use his experiences in the European of death as far as the Legion is con- 
war as background. cerned. Among Legionnaires’ com- 
ments quoted in the J-A was: ‘The 
name Free Company itself sounds 

Fine | suspiciously communistic.’ 
the oldest fine| J-A’s m.e. told Variety that the 





News Photog As ‘Artist’ 


Pennsylvania Academy of 
Arts, Philedelphia, 


‘Court of Missing Heirs,’ Ironized | 
publisher of the Buenos Aires Her- | Yeast program aired over CBS, will | 


has veterans in hospitals constantly | 


| closely follows the story of his own | 
Anti-Welles beefs from the | 


| 
which stirred up local A.L. groups | 


| life, 
| Legion started on the Coast and were 
|picked up by other Hearst papers, 


lon the Free Company broadcasts. 
‘Kane’ at Palace, N. Y. 


|} RKO has abandoned the idea of | tragedy. Only minor changes and a 
‘Kane’ in New| general tightening up are necessary | snall)—Ford’s, 


'a dual preem for 
York and will open the picture on) 
May 1 or within a few days of that | 
| date at the Palace on Broadway. It | 
will be a roadshow engagement, | 
| two-a-day and reserved seats at a 
probable top of $2.20. 

Original intention of opening the 
pic simultaneously in two theatres, 
one two-a-day and the other con- 
tinuous, will be carried out in other 
Difficulty of getting a satis- | 


cities 
factory house as a running mate to 
the Palace resulted in the nix on the | 
plan in New York. Dual theatre} 
openings in Chicago and Los An- 
geles will take place shortly after 
the Broadway debut. 





Welles’ Suspicion 
Holly wood, April 14. 

Orson Welles has told Hollywood 
pals that ‘mysterious efforts’ have 
been made to ‘invade his privacy,’ 
as result of his first film production, 
‘Citizen Kane.” Welles was accused 
of invading the private rights of a 
newspaper publisher. Now he dis- 
closes that his draft board has been 


life, his telephone number and other 
‘of his personal affairs. 

Meanwhile the Los -Angeles Ex- 
aminer ran a front-page story Sun- 
| day (13) denouncing the Welles ra- 
dio program, called The Free Com- 
pany, as tending to encourage Com- 
| munism. e 
‘Citizen Kane’ premieres at El 


| $2.20 


top. After opening picture 
| plays day and date with Hillstreet, 
downtown, with top scale at T5c 
matinees and $1.65 nights. 














Fil ‘W ; 
iim ‘Wrongs 
~Continued from page lees | 
| 


| are still rehearsing plays and stories | 
instead of creating for the screen.” | 
Other conflicting comment from} 
SAG’ers includes ‘pictures this year | 
|}seem to be getting down to earth 
and telling about things that matter; 
writing has become more adult in} 
past three years; each year our pic-| 
|}tures are improving from story | 
standpoint; our pictures lack over- | 
tone and thoughtfulness of many 
| foreign-made pictures; too much talk 
' and not enough action; too little care 
in points of plain, good taste; too 
much standardization; too many 
‘typical’ films; pretty shoddy well- 
| worn stuff; too much footage de- 
voted to glamour 
| many stories made to fit personality 
| of contract stars; American films 
have been directed below intelli- 
gence of American boxoffice: double 
| features are like extra 
| with cut-rate suit.’ 
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| shows from playing there in the fu- 
ture.’ 

Leffler ‘Criticized’ 

| Leffler was criticized in local 
|show circles because he turned the 
heat on another theatre, the stock- 
burlesque Alvin. Showmen here as- 
serted it wasn’t cricket for him to 
try to harm other theatre men when 
it was too late to do himself or his 
show any good. They pointed out, 
too, that when he spoke at the pub- 
lic hearing he didn’t mention any- 
thing about burlesque. 

Helen M. Lynch, of the Minne- 
apolis Deanery of Catholic Youth 
Council, engineered the successful 
fight against ‘Du Barry’ both in St. 
Paul and Minneapolis. 


| 


women and a few men present from 
| various Catholic organizations. 

| Miss Lynch quoted from a George 
Jean Nathan review that the show 
was ‘lush, lavish, lewd’ and ‘frankly 
and brazenly vulgar.’ 

| Business agents of the stage em- 
| pDloyees, musicians and other unions 
|urged that the show be permitted. 
| The mayor suggested that Leffler 
| get together with those protesting 
against the show and try t@melimi- 
nate the things regarded as objec- 


arts museum in America, is currently | squawks from the Legion were com- | tionable. 


holding a one-man exhibition of the |ing in entirely spontaneously. When | 


photographs of Martin J. Hyman, a queried on how come they started so | 
news photographer of the Philadel-|suddenly and why was it no other | 
phia Record. It’s understood to be’ papers carried them, he didn’t ‘know | 
the first time’ a major art museum | whet was happening outside.’ 
has thus recognized the work of a! Hearst campaign against Welles re- | 
newspe2per photog. |sults from ‘Citizen Kane,’ film which | 

Show continues throyzh Anril 20. the pmblisher is said tg allege too | 
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Tl furnish the mayor a script of 
the play, but I'll not meet with those 
people,’ Leffler said, referring to the 
women representing the various or- 
ganizations. 


‘It wouldn’t do any good anyway,’ 
declared Miss Lynch. ‘The show’s 
entire theme is objectionable.’ 


’ 4 ’ j ‘ 


|in the third act. 


personality; too 


At the hear- | 
ing here she had approximately 300 | 


THEATRE 





to prepare ‘Theatre’ for the Broad- 





Current Road Shows 


(April 16-26) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 





Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
Grand, Chicago (16-26). 
‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Mar. 


Baltimore (16-19); 
| Metropolitan, Providence (21); Aud. 


way sweepstakes. However, it is the | Worcester, Mass. (22); Court Square, 


type of play that likely will be an | 


immediate success or sudden flop. 


‘Its ultimate success will depend on 


whether Broadway audiences are 

ready for another backstage play. 
Miss Skinner, in the meaty role 

of Julia Lambert, London stage idol 


'who can't stop acting offstage, dom- 


inates the proceedings. She etches 
a striking potrait of the glamorous 


‘stage queen although in some parts 


she exercises undue restraint. Since 


ithere is never any audience doubt 


as to the outcpme of the play, an 
unusual ending is used. From a bare 
stage, signalling the end of ‘Theatre, 
Miss Skinner exits through the audi- 
ence as the curtain descends. 

The story reveals the hectic home 
life of a stage star and the troubles 
which arise when she makes love to 
a youth in order to see if her ‘sex 
appeal’ is in working order. She 
almost loses her husband and 17- 
year-old son in the process, resort- 


ing to more offstage acting to bring 
| 


about a happy curtain. 

The cast is well-balanced. Arthur 
Margetson, as the husband, provides 
acting contrast to his temperamental 
spouse. Viola Roache, as the maid, 


replacing Florence Edney, makes the | 


most of her comedy lines, especially 


gives another solid characterization 


'as the actress’ faithful friend. Carl 


Harbord, as the object of Miss Skin- 
ner’s professional affections, played 
unevenly at the opening. 

Lesser parts are well handled by 
Frederick Bradlee, as the son; Mar- 
garet Bannerman, the ‘other woman ,; 
Ralph Bunker, Jack Merivale and 
Joan Wetmore. Stanley Harrison, 
as the traditional stagedoor man, 
handles his brief scenes in the third 
act effectively, especially in the 
speech when he fires the star with 
new ambition. 

Colorful settings are provided by 
Donald Oenslager and Robert Mil- 
ton directed with an-eye to maxi- 
mum theatrical effects. Golden does 
not expect to bring the production 
into New York until fall. Klepfer. 


Treat Her Gently 


Houston, April 14. 
Comedy by George Donald Patson, pre- 
sented by Harold J. Kennedy, Jus Addiss 


and Hayden Rorke; staged by Ruth Chat- | 


terton; settings, Miss Chatterton; reviewed 


at Music Hall, Houston, April 14, ‘41; $3.30 | 


Te features Ruth Chatterton and in- 
cludes .Barry Thomson, Elaine Ellis, Hay- 
den Rorke, Alice John, Mortimer We don. 
| Fora first play, ‘Treat Her Gently,’ 
|starring Ruth Chatterton, is a nota- 
| ble effort by George Donald Batson, 
ithe New York busboy-turned-play- 
| wright. But the author's lack of ex- 
|perience in this metier is obvious, 
|and indications are that the play has 
| limited commercial possibilities. 
Dialog is refreshing, but togical 
|references to the Administration, 
| Eleanor Roosevelt and debutantes 
| singing at the Versailles, New York 
|nitery, rather limit their timeliness. 





pair pants| Though ‘Treat Her Gently’ is essen- | 
tially bedroom farce, it also touches | 
on capital and labor on the order of | 


‘The Philadelphia Story.’ 

| Play has been well-staged, moves 
speedily and has some suspense, par- 
ticularly in the second act, which is 
well-developed. 

Miss Chatterton, who has staged 
and designed the single set, is ex- 
cellent as the sophisticated book re- 
viewer who falls for a young radical 


writer, but returns to the publisher | 


j|after a debutante lures the writer 
|from her. 
j and convincing as the publisher, 
| while Hayden Rorke isn’t particular- 
!ly impressive as the writer, though 
|he does as well as the somewhat 
| limited script allows. Elaine Ellis is 
| standout as the debbie. 

| Boxoffice support in Houston was 
very poor, due to the seasonal lull 
|and the poor advance publicity. 
Stockard. 





| Name Concert Dates 


| (April 16-23) 





| Josef Hofmann—Opera House, San 
Francisco (22). 

James Melton—Civic aud. 
|dena, Calif. (16); Kingsbury 
| Salt Lake City (19). 

Grace Moore—Palacio de Belles 
Artes, Mexico City (18, 21). 

Lily Pons—Civic Opera house, 
— (19); Ryman aud., Nashville 
(22). 

Paul Robeson—Bryn Mawr college, 
Bryn Mawr, Pe. (18), 

Albert Spalding—Howard Payne 
college, Brownwood, Texas (21); 
|Mun. aud., Greenville, Texas (22); 
| Union H. S., Phoenix, Ariz. (23). 
Gladys Swarthout—(Joint recital 
with Frank Chapman) St. Louis Ath- 
letic club, St. Louis (18). 

Lawrence Tibbett—Public aud., 
Cleveland (19); Memorial hall, Chet- 
a (21); Aud., New Orleans 
' (23). 


Pesa- 
hall, 








. . 


Reginald Mason | 


Barry Thomson is sauve | 


Springfield, Mass. (23); Bushnell 
|aud., Hartford, Conn, (24); Shubert, 
New Haven (25-26). 

| ‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
| Wynn)—Selwyn, Chicago (16-26). 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
|—Nixon, Pittsburgh (16-19); Hartman, 
| Columbus, O. (21-23); English, In- 
dianapolis (24-26), 

| ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ (Bert 
| Lahr) — Davidson, Milwaukee 
| (16-19); Park, Youngstown, O. (21): 
| Colonial, Akron, O. (22); Taft aud., 
| Cincinnati (23-26). 

‘Gas Light’—Playhouse, Hollywood 


(16-19). 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ — American, St. 
‘Louis (16-19); Mun. aud, Kansas 


| City, Mo. (20-24); Orpheum, Sioux 
{City (25); Coliseum, Sioux Falls, 
iS. D. (26). 


‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric 
|March, Florence Eldridge) — Co- 
|lonial, Boston (16-19); National, 


| Washington (21-26). 

| ‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish )}—~ 

| Blackstone, Chicago (16-26). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 

| —Walnut, Philadelphia (16-26). 

| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 

iander Woollcott) — Erlanger, Chi- 

cago (16-26). 
‘My Sister 

cago (16-26). 
‘Pins and Needles’—English, In- 

dianapolis (16); Hartman, Columbus 

(17-19); Cox, Cincinnati (20-22); 

Mem. aud., Louisville (23); Pantheon, 


Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 





| Vincennes, Ind. 24); Hipp, Terre 
Haute (25); Coliseum, Evansville, 
Ind. (26). 


‘Rose Marie’—Mason Opera house, 
Los Angeles (16-19), 

San Carlo Opera—Aud., Chicago 
(16-20); Pabst, Milwaukee (21-22); 
Indiana. aud., Bloomington, Ind. (23- 
24); Syria Mosque, Pittsburgh (25- 
26). 

‘See My Lawyer’ — Studebaker, 
Chicago (16-26). 

‘Student Prince’—Cox, Cincinnati 
(16-19); Cass, Detroit (20-26). 
| ‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
| —National, Washington (16-19); 
| Ford's, Baltimore (21-26). 
| ‘There Shali Be No Night’ (Alfred 
|Lunt, Lynn Fontanne) — Forrest, 
Philadelphia (16-26), 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
| ling)—Biltmore, Los Angeles (16-26) 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Plymouth, Boston (16-26). 

‘Treat Her Gently’ (Ruth Chatter- 
| ton) —Lanier Aud., Montgomery, 
| Ala. (17); Temple, Birmingham (18); 





|Aud., Memphis (19); Erlanger, At- 
lanta (21-22); Bijou, Knoxville, 
Tenn, (23); Bijou, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. (24); Ryman aud., Nashville 
| (25); Mem. aud., Louisville (26). 

| ‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 
|Maurice Evans) — Cass, Detroit 


| (16-19); American, St. Louis (21-26). 
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Michigan, swung the Vogue, one of 
| its bigger nabes, into stage shows. It 
jeven sent out its downtown band 
}leader from the Michigan, Phil 
Brestoff, to head the house’s small 
combo, With the orchestra, the house 
{is providing six acts and double 
|features. Riviera, another of the 
same chain, is testing its neighbor- 
| hood with stage shows on Saturday, 
}and several of the small independents 
| have been taking samples of reaction 
| by using a few acts. 











Defence Coin Hypoes A. C. 
| Atlantic City, April 15. 

Atlantic City’s Easter holiday 
weekend was one of the biggest in 
| history of this resort and that in- 
,cludes mid-summer holiday week- 
ends. Beachfront and side avenue 
hotels were packed to capacity and 
official figures gave crowd as 500,000. 
| Coin was spent freely. 
| Night clubs did not close during 
| entire weekend and people waited in 
crowds outside of every restaurant 
to be served. A crowd estimated at 
| 75,000 packed the Steel Pier, where 
|Tommy Dorsey’s orch and John 
Boles appeared. 
| Hotelmen, amusement. operators 
| and businessmen say it presages that 
kind of summer season. Real reason 
most likely comes from prosperity 
resulting from defense program em- 
ployment in nearby cities. 

5 4 9 




















SS cake 


SOS) Saree see 





Wednesday, April 16, 1941 


VARIETY 


CHATTER 33 





Broadway 





Claudette Colbert expected in 
week. 

Ray Milland goes Coastward Fri- 
day (18). 

Bette Davis left Friday 
the Coast. 

The Alec Moss’ are momentarily 
expectant. 

Mrs. Jack McInerney in hospital 
following a tonsilectomy. 


(11) for 


! 
Lunch Hour Newsreel shows, in aid | 


) 
} 
| 


| Time for Comedy’ (WB). 


of So. African Gifts and Comforts 
Fund for soldiers, reached 2.860 
pounds at this writing. 

A few days after the news re- 
ceived here that James Stewart had 
won the Academy award, two of his 
films played at Cape Town cinemas. 
Plaza showed ‘The 
Story’ (M-G) and Alhambra, ‘No 
Stewart is 


| popular here. 


Frank Norris, Time mag m.e., back | 


from Mexico City survey. 

Many film company home offices 
closed early Good Friday. 

Bill Norton’s wife, Sid, to Poly- 
clinie for minor operation. 

Enis Beyer, formerly with ‘Streets 


of Paris,’ now warbling at the Park | 


Central. 
Metro scenarist Richard Maibaum 

east to take a fortnight’s vision of 

the shows. 
Wolfe Cohen, 


Canadian district 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


‘Pins and Needles’ cancelled out of 
Lyceum. 

Milton Douglas up from Chicago 
to play policemen’s show. 

Earl Pomeroy, Tribune drama 
critic, in hospital with arthritis. 

Bert Lahr to Mayo clinic, Roch- 





| ester, Minn., for health check-up. 


sales manager for Warners, in town | 


for h.o. powwows. 

Cocktail party at $2.50 per for 
benefit of Greek War Relief Monday 
afternoon (14) at the Stork. 

Eddie Cooke back with ‘Theatre’ 
tryout, Dixie French 
‘Claudia’ company manager. 

Arthur Mayer and his son, Pete, 
now with the Mono studio on the 
Coast, planed in Saturday (12). 

Ruth Howard, daughter of com- 
edian Tom Howard, on WELI, New 
Haven, as ‘Your Radio Hostess.’ 

Hollywood agent Hal Swanson in 
New York for two weeks of huddles 
with eastern affiliates and authors. 

Donald Kirkley, drama critic of 
the Baltimore Sun (morning), in 
town to catch some of the shows. 

Will Morrisey squawking about 
rheumatism, claiming he was okay 
until climbing aboard water wagon. 

Charlie Reagen, assistant general 
sales manager for Par, returned 
Monday (14) from vacation in Ari- 
zona. 


replacing as. 


reel assignment editer, back from 
swing around principal UV. S. army | 
posts. 

Eddie Saunders. Metro’s western | 
sales manager, recuperating from 
recent illness at his Bronxville 
home. 


H. M. Richey, Metro’s exhibition 
relations counsel, back to the office 
after being hospitalized with a kid- 
ney attack. 

Alan Dinehart, Jr.. who recently 
joined the Army. has been 
ferred to the intelligence corps at 
Ft. Jay, N. Y. 


trans- 


Henry G. Fargel, Astor hotel pub- 


licity director, succeeds Fred Bright 
as executive secretary of the Broad- 
way Association. 

William Melniker. in charge of 
foreign theatre operations for Metro, 
off to Palm Springs for a rest cure 
on medico’s advice. 

Montague Gowthorpe, comptroller 
of Par theatres. and his wife left 
Monday (14) for a vacash in the 
south. Destination a secret. 

Paul Misch, theatrical cleaner and 
dyer, who’s been a Broadway figure 
for some 40 vears, has recovered 
from a minor eye operation. 

Jerry Keyser, Warner Bros.’ for- 
eign publicity-ad chief, suffering 
from ‘second attack of flu which still 
is keeping him home in bed. 

Nate J. 
man, back by boat from U's Latin- 
American convention in Panama, 
last Sunday (13) 

Gordon Douglas, who 
completed direction of Hal Roach’s 
‘Broadway Limited,’ in New York 
with his wife for two-week vacash. 

Monte Proser throwing an out-of- 
the-red party at his Copacabana nex? 
week to celebrate having paid off 
some $50,000 of the original invest- 
ment. 

Adrienne Ames. currently in New 
York rehearsing for new radio serial, 
will make personal appearance in 
Worcester, Mass.. Friday night at 
British war relief benefit 

James Cagney due east shortly to 
huddle with George M. Cohan. whom 
he’ll portray in ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ and will also vacation on his 
place at Martha’s Vineyard. 

Tony Gablick, Warner art direc- 
tor. will have a modern abstraction 
called *‘Vacuity’ on exhibition at the 
American and British Art Center for 
two weeks. Proceeds of show go to 
British War Relief 

Dick Dorso. William Morris band 
department, bhrourht three-months- 
old babv dcauchter in from the Coast 
on the TWA Stratoliner Friday 
Infant was accompenied 
Dorso and sister 3 


: 
aged 5 


South Africa 


By H. Hansen 


recently 


Show business up in the big towns. 

Despite U-boat sinkings, pictures 
coming through regularly. 

Otto W. Bolle. South African di- 
rector for 20th-Fox, and Mrs. Bolle 
have returned from U. S. 

‘Wuthering Heights’ tUA) did big 
boxoffice at Odeon, Sea Point, Cape 
Town. Pic drew criiical approval. 

Mrs. I. W. Schlesinger ‘wife of the 
theatre owner) and son, John, have 
sailed for the U. S.. where John will 
enter Harvard University. 

W. E. Van Beveren, who acted as 
South African director for 20th-Fox 
during Otto Bolle’s absence in New 
York, is veiurning to the States with 
Mrs. Van Beveren. 


African Consolidated Theatres’ 


Blumberg and Joe Seidel- 


| 


Earl Lorentz, 20th-Fox salesman, | 


over pneumonia and resuming duties. 

Russel] Egner, RKO salesman, fully 
recovered from illness and back on 
job 

Al Charon spending 
modernize Metro, independent nabe 
house. 

William Blum here for Walt Dis- 
ney during Minnesota theatre ‘Fan- 
tasia’ run. 

Jean Zieve resigning as National 
Screen booker to take government 
position in Washinton. 

Cirillo brothers, comedy trio, on 
to California to visit ill father after 
stop here for policemen's show. 

Charlie Noodelman new RKO 
salesman, replacing Eddie Gruen- 
berg, transferred to Des Moines. 

Peggy Stuart, of Alvin theatre 
chorus, called to her home in Ken- 
tucky by her mother’s serious ill- 
ness, 

Peck Gommersal and Bernie Kreis- 
ler, Universal district and short sub- 
jects’ sales managers, respectively, 


, here to address sales’ meeting. 
W. P. Montague, Paramount news- | 





~ Chicago 





Pat Casey ducked in between 
trains. 
John Balaban has gone to the 


Coast for a visit. 

Ear! Carroll was in to 
couple of shows. 

Irving Yergin in 
hosp for check-up. 

Tom Gorman has doffed 12 pounds 
in two weeks on reduction plan. 

Arthur Willi spending a week to 
0.0. a few screen-test possibilities for 
RKO studios. 

Miles Ingalls visiting for some biz 
huddles and then to Cincy on way 
back to N. Y. 

Joe Glaser in for an o.0. of three 
of his bands now playing town, Les 
Brown, Glenn Garr and _ Lionel 
Hemnton. 

Alexander. Woollcott’s 
Came to Dinner’ 
Wednesday (9) 
star’s illness. 


catch a 


the Edgewater 


‘Man 
refunded 
due 


Who 
matinee 
reportedly to 


Philadelphia | 


$35,000 to} 





a ~ Fe(t)chit | 


made a false report of the fact that 
I had appeared at the police station 
to avoid a threat that had the ap 
pearance of a scandal which was 
falsely reported in orcer to hurt the 
prestige of the theatre locally where 
I was playing. This report appeared 
in your paper which made it become 
a universal slam on me personally, 
so will you kindly help me to cor- 
rect this error as it is inferring and 
causing cancellation in my b~*oking, 
etc., because as late as Saturday the 
12th Jimmie Fidler reported same in 
his column and I had just arrived 
in New York Detroit afte 
breaking house records there dur- 
ing Holy Week and opening Easter 
Monday at the Oasis Club, Buffalo, 
N. Y., for which point I am leaving 
after the Easter Parade which I am 


from 


here to aitend. 

I will continue making personal 
appearances until June 15, the I 
will return to Califor to a tente 
tive long-term agreement being ne 
gotiated via my California atterne, 
George F. Wasson, Reality Bld: 
Los Angeles, who now generally rey 
resents me exclusively for pictures 
and radio P. J. Karalis end Rov 
Secrest, Princess Theatre Bldg... is 
now handling my personal tours in 


association with Pete Iodice, Insur- 
ance Bldg.. Detroit. Mich. 

N.B.—I have just discovered the 
cause of the little trembles I have 
been experiencing and managers and 
producers have heard attached to me 
i.e.. after all these years I have just 
discovered that I have been IJ:bor- 
ing with a 13-letter name STEPIN 
FETCHIT (13 letters). 

So I am adiusting same bv de- 
ducting the T out of the Fetch't 
which will stop the labor their is in 
a 13-letter name and make every- 
thing hereafter e-a-s-y and e-v-e-n 
for everyone: STEPIN FECHIT ‘12 
letters). 


Thanking vou for your help on 
same. 
I remain yours truly now. 
Stepin Fechit 


| London 


Reginald Foort’s wife is divorcing 
him. 

Arthur Jarratt has returned from 
America. 


Oscar Deutsch taking the cure at 
Droitwich. 

Al Burnett, at this writing, ex- 
pects to be a father shortly. 

Rialto Film Production dickering 
for Movita on one-picture deal. 

Vic Marlow (Medlock and Mar- 
low) has been given eight months’ 
exemption from military service. 

The ‘Phoebe Foster’ ambulance, 
pee for by U. S. performers who 

ave appeared here, has arrived. 

Warner Bros.’ (London) next pic- 
ture, in production this month, is all 
about Paris during the German in- 
vasion. 

Clifford Mollison has received 
‘word from his brother, Henry, that 
he is a prisoner of war in occupied 
France. 

Herbert Mason is to direct Eng- 
lish Air Force sequences for Darryl 
F. Zanuck’s production of ‘A Yank 
in the Royal Air Force.’ 

Eric Maschwitz raised from captain 
to major. He’s Deputy Assistant of 
Army Welfare, supervising concert 
parties and dance band music for 
soldiers, 
| Oscar Deutsch has sent another 
| $40,000 as contribution to the welfare 
funds of the fighting services—pro- 
| ceeds of collections from patrons of 
| his Odeon circuit. 

joan Winters, of the Garrison ra- 
dio theatre, and daughter of BBC 
orchestra leader Charles Shadwell, 
married engineer Jack Venab'es in 
Edinburgh March 3. Jack Warner 
was best man. 

Miles Malleson has been assigned 
| to screenplay ‘First of the Few,’ from 
| original of Henry C. James, who also 
|collabs. Production is guided by 
George King and John Stafford, and 
story deals with the Spitfire plane. 


A well-known American actor, ap- 
pearing here for a number of years. 
is telling friends he’s bringing suit 
for divorce. The British law of libel 
precludes publication of the names 
until actual papers have been served. 

With ‘Freedom’ Radio’ having 
come up to expectations, Two Citie 
Films will be commissioned to do 

; another for Columbia. Before shoot- 

ing starts, the production company 
will be reorganized. Havelock A\l- 
len is likely to direct. 

After 53 years, the Junior Consti- 
tutional Club, Piccadilly, closed 
down following severe bombing 
which did $35.000 damage. Furniture, 
fittings and contents of wine cellar 

| auctioned, plus portrait of George V 
which cost $10,000 and was damaged 
in the raid. 

British National completed casting 
for ‘Penn of Pennsylvania,’ with 
Henry Oscar, John Laurie, Nadine 
| March, Maire O’Neill, Aubrey Mol- 
lalieu, Joyce Heron and O. B. 
Clarence. Scripting done by A. de 
Grunwald: Ernie Palmer and Gus 
Dresse lensing 

Michael Powell is forming his own 


film prodincin« company, in which 
Emmeric Pressburger and John Cor- 
field will be financially interested. 


is from a scenario 
based on the Bomber 
will be titled ‘One 
Failed to Return.’ 
Ezling Studios reopened after a 
lavoff for work on ‘Ships’ with 
Wings.’ Navy flier picture stars John 
Clement Edward Chanomen 


His first picture 
by Pressbur¢ger, 
Command, and 


of Our Aircraft 


with 


Michael Wilding and Hay Petrie 
featured. Cameraman Roy Kellino 
has been two months at sea getting 


authentic background footage 
After being in the Life Guards for 
a week, Felix Mendelssohn has been 
given a month to wind up his affai 
and then returns for a two months’ 
course of training. His Hawaiian 
Serenaders band. regularly featured 
on the air, continues under his agent- 
menager, Leon Cassell Gerrard. 
Gainsboro chief Maurice Ostre1 
reported mulling reopening of com- 
] } 


pany s lington = studio: ttered 
nonths é Lab proble 
cited by Ostrer ; providing bigge 
hurdle. |] heckuy lade p te] 
he dix ere } 1.000 tech- 
cial liable to carry major 
British film proecuction, so hea 
} e bee {t roac 
S L 
t. LOwls 
By Sam X. Hurst 
Harold Koplar, manager of the 


Chase Club, west end nitery, 
Marie Lauer, society beaut. 

Robert Tavlor, local branch man- 
ager for Monogram Pictures, in Chi- 
cago to join group that will trek to 
Hollywood. 

Richard Rychtarik again on deck 
to design, gets for grand opera sezson 
sponsored by the St. Louis Grand 
Opera Acen 

The Great States Publix Circuit 
nas purchased a tract of land on the 
outskirts of East St. Louis, I}... for a 
drive-in theatre. 

Arnold Berger back as manager of 
the Drive-Jn theatre, Des Peres, Mo.., 
the only one in Missouri. House 
orened Saturday (12). 
| Fanchon & Marco wil] again pro- 
| duce the nolice circus in the Aren: 


(17-30). Approximately 325 pe rform- 


ers will appear. Paul 
pervise presentation, 

Sid X. Hartmann, former manager 
of the Chase Club and now an exec 
in charge of entertainment at the 
Chicavo Drake hotel] benedict. Hi 
bride is Irma Sedivec, a localite. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Schwind. widow of 
Charles A. Schwind. late venera) 
manager of Forest Park Highland 


major amusement park. died of com- 


plications following a fall. He was 
83. 

Ruth Carrigan, stenographer in the 
National Theatre Supply Co., is ex- 
hibiting a huge diamond rine pre- 


senied by Clarence «Bud) Kaimann. 
manager of the Lowell, a North St 
Louis nabe. 

Former Circuit Judge J. Wesley 
McAfee and Edwin B. Meisner. presi- 
dent of the St. Louis Car Company, 
have been added to the St. Louis 
nanel of the American Arbitration 
Association. 

Nelson Eddy skedded for a recita! 
in opera house of Municipal Audi- 
torium tomorrow (Thurscdav). Plans 
to be in Hollywood by Mav 1 to start 
work on screen version of ‘The Choc- 
olate Soldier.’ 

Ben Woolsey, brother of the late 
Robert Woolsey of the team of 
Wheeler and Woolsey, is me. at Club 
Casino. west end nitery. Came here 
from Hollywood, where he was a 
radio script writer and gabber. 

Roy Jones, manaver of the Com- 
monwealth Amus. Co.’s Paramount. 
Rockport, Me., shifted to Waynes- 
ville, Mo., to operate the new Fort 


Ash will su-! 


Wood theatre. He has been succeeded | 


at Rockport by Douglas J. Lichtner. 
; Tryouts for the warbling and denc- 
ing chorus of the Municip! Theatre 
Assn. will be held Mav 5-7 under 
surervision of Dick Berrer, produc- 
tion me-nager. Onlv natives are eli- 
sible for places. The pav will be 


$30 per week for the 12-week season. | 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


Teatro Cecil rebuilt. 

Moglia Barth’s ‘Fortin Alto’ (‘High 
Fortress’) set for releace soon. 

‘Estano’ (‘Tin’) 
Marina Films, 
Roberto Monti. 

Jacob Ben-Ami., 
from the U. S., to head season at the 
Teatro Excelsior. 

Teatro Metropolitan, directed by 
Pablo Suero, to open with still un- 
nemed play by Suero. 


Indie outfit, Fenix Films, an- 
nounces it will make ‘Fronteras de 
la Lay’ (‘Frontiers of the Law’). 

Company of Mecha Ortiz in 
‘Lilegara a Tus Brazos’ (It Will 
Come to Your Arms’) packing them 
into the Smart. 


Generalcine, only local outfit with 
a Spanish tieup, making ‘Cancion de 
Cuna’ (‘Cradle Song’) with Catalina 
Barcena, Nuri Montse and Pablo 
Vicuna. 

The Monumental, top-flight 
film house, breaks policy to 
first UFA film of season. 
raptured Night,’ 
love-life story. 

Local film crowd gave dinner to 
Chas de Cruz, radio-pic critic voted 
tops by fan mag Sintonia. De Cruz 
edits trade paper, Heraldo 
Cinematografico 


starting 
directed by Charles 


Yiddish actor 


local 
show 
‘One En- 
the Tschaikowsky 


@elso 


Director Francisco Mugica starting 


Los Martes Orquideas’ (‘On Tues- 
day Orchids’) at Lumiton Stars 
Enrique Serrano: script t Pendal 
Rios and C. Olivari. 

Marisa Regules, pianist who's left 
for the States on a fellowship given 
by the Comision Nacional de Cul- 
tura, drawing big concert audience: 
n Peru, according to word received 
here 

Spanish season at the Politeama. 
with dramatic company of Marcia 


Gueerreo and Fernanado Diaz de 
Mendoza, late in starting due to dif- 
ficulty of some members of cast in 
leaving Spain 

Exterior shots of ‘Viente Anos y 
Una Noche’ (‘Twenty Years and One 
Night’), rring Alberto de Zavalia, 


now completed and director Delia 
Garcos doing interiors at EFA Pic 
based on script of Alejandro Casor 

Fre maestr Albert Wolff te 
Ric vyhnere hell ¢ } erie of five 

odern French music concerts at the 
M I 1¢ ipal t! eal! 7 4 n¢?g I¢ { ilar OrTr- 
chestra Returning here in ™; te 
one} Color eason a’ it} Berlioz’ 
r: : 

] r \ Live 
Acain’) now being cut Pic, directec 
by Adelqui Millar, is based on story 
by Jaime Prades and Ariel Cor- 

zo and features Anvelira Pagrno. 
“omino Sapelli, Hector Coire and 
Nini Gambier. 

‘E] Mi Cielo de Andulucia’ (In 
Mv Sky of Andaulcia’), initial film 
effort of pop singer Angelilo, being 
hot at Estudios Rio de la Plata. 
Tndie venture based on story. bv 
Aczustin Remon, Salvador Valver 


and Manuel Somovil 
Short on Mar de} Plata. us 
nethod of Alex Pe 


r 
film technician 
} 


ng color 
rycolor, U. §S 
who's now resident 
ere drawing favorable attention 
Directed by C. Moneo Sanz. film 
ises novel approach in dealing with 
life at seashore resort. 


Musical. ‘Okay Mr. Pene.’ with 
English title, kids Pepe Arias. top 
stage comic here, at the renamed 
Radio Casino theatre. Arias, just 
back from the States and a guest 
peaker at the American Club, re- 
fuses to trv his English in public. 





|covering from an 


|jury on the 


soon at) 


Holywood 


Jane Wyman laid up with flu 


Mary Pickford celebrated birthe 
day. 
John Carradine laid up vith 


bronchitis. 
Lew Kerner 
Morris staff. 
Frank Lloyd to Lake Tahoe to ogle 
location spots. 
Hank Levy, legit press agent 
Joined the army. 


joined the William 


Ann Miller and her mother moved 
into a new home. 

Bern Bernard aired i: 
York on business 

James Ellison home from the hos- 
pital after flu siege. 


from New 


Helen Hover returned from a 
month in Honolulu. 

Bette Davis back from her New 
Hampshire vacation. 

Martha Raye checked in at War- 


ners after a stage tour. 

Kate Smith and Ted Collins week- 
ended at the Grand Canyon. 

Niven Busch checked in as story 
ecitor for Samuel Goldwyn. 

Ed Peskay here for a week of hud- 
dles on Hal Roach’s production plans 

Arthur O'Connell, who played in 
‘Citizen Kane,’ was inducted into the 
army. 


Otto Shafter, recent arrival) from 
New York, joined the Bert Levey 
agency. 


Richard Altschuler resigned after 
18 months as purchasing agent at 
Republic. 

Marcel Grand, Columbia camera- 
man, recovering from an appendix 
operation. 

Irene Francis joined Republic's 
story department after 21 years with 
Paramount. 

Mildred Coles, screen player, re- 
emergency ap- 
pendectomy. 

Dan Clark, head of 20th-Fox cam- 
era department, started 22nd year in 
picture business. 

Binnie Barnes suffered a hip in- 
‘Angels With Broken 
Wings’ set at Republic. 

Emmett Lyann is laid up with 
bronchitis and is being renlaced by 
Lee (Lasses) White at RKO 

Charles Coburn is celebrating his 
50th year in show business. begun in 


| his home town, Savannah, Ga. 


| Gazette sports depa1 


Robert Hanley, reader at RKO, is 
a hearer now, takine orders from 
a top sergeant in Uncle Sam's Camp 
Calian. 

Robert Gentle, Paul Fanning, Tom 
Ryan and Sam Dawson. all from 
Metro’s cartoon department, are in 
the army now. 

Louis Cline, former Variety mugg, 
dramatized an original storv by Ar- 
thur Goodman and A. W. *Pezet for 
a stage tryout in Hollywood 

Paul F. Harper. cantain in the Ord- 
nance Reserve, checked out of Elec- 
trical Research Products for military 
dutv at Raritan Arsenal, Metuchen, 
N. J 


Pittsbursh 


By Hal Cohen 


Vincent Lopez laid off here for a 
few days’ rest during Holy Week 

Draft will shortly hreak wn the 
local veude team of Chick and Lee. 

Harris. local trombone 
now with Claude Thornhill’s 


meer 
pn] ver, 
orch 

Nitery owner Tony Conforti birth- 
ifted his wife with a diamond 
bracelet. 

Poul Moss. Billv Soose’s manevrer, 
in Miami and seeing a lot of dancer 
Betty Bruce. 

Pittsburgh actor John McOnade in 
cast of Experimental Theatre's 
‘Trojan Women.’ 

Joe Consolo, Joe Villella’s pianist 
had to hve six stitches where a fzali- 
in’ rock hit him. 

Welly Shawkey, vet projectionist 
at Penn, is in hospital convalescing 
from heert attack 


dny-* 


Jerry Thom. night club = singing 
waiter, will do his stuff for the Ar 
ai ne nevt ven 

] ef I b bacl t y t 
( » fe € ne engage ent ere 
in as manv month 

Onenine of Charlie Gaynor’s re e 
‘Lend An Ear,’ at Plavhouse « been 
no-tnoned until April 26 

} a Lendi’s anneal! ce fe Me- 
Keesport Community For post- 
pored from Tuesday t Vii 14 


Max Adkir Stanley theatre con- 
duct > = ill direct ¢ rch fi r P? . ¢s p 
end Gown at Nixon next week 

The Frank Smith he’s generr] 
~monocer of WWSW—celebrated their 
24th wedding anniversary last week. 

Marty Burnett celebrating hic« first 
epnniversary as manager of Penn 
theatre. Came here from Dayton, O. 

# eutencrt RP 1b Jacobs. con of Sid 
Jacobs. WRB district manager home 
from Ft. Weatherill. R. 1. for Easter 
holiday 

Owen Cleary pets back on job at 
Fulton next week after nearly two 
months th Shea housec in Youngs- 
town, O. 

Jules Lapidus, Universal district 
ales manager, broke trip between 
New York and Washinrton to visit 
friends and relatives here 

Phil Gundelfinger. Jr.. ace amateur 
golfer and formerly on Press staff, 
replacing late Bert Taggart in Post- 
tment 


how 























54 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 16, 1941 





OBITU 





c. S. (TINK’) HUMPHREY 
Claude S. (‘Tink’) Humphrey, 64, | 
former Butterfield and Keith-Or- 
pheum vaude booker widely known 
as ‘Tink,’ died April 12 in Van Nuys, | 
Calif., following a heart attack. 
Details in vaudeville section. 





HENRY E. WARNER 

Henry E. Warner, 65, who accom- 
panied Sarah Bernhardt as general 
press representative on her farewell | 
tour of America and was later as-'! 
sociated in the same capacity with 
the Shuberts, died in Baltimore 
April 11. 


ner was born in Elyria, O. He was 
at various times city editor of the 
Chettanooga Times, the Denver 
Times, and managing editor of the 
Binghamton Press. He also had 
worked for the Knoxville Journal 
and the Knoxville Sentinel and at 
the time of his death was director 
of the educational division of the 
Sunpapers in Baltimore, with which 
he had been a steff member for some 
31 years. 

Warner also wrote the celebrated 
doll song, ‘I’ve Got a Pain in My 
Sawdust,’ for Kittie Cheatham 


| 
| 
| 


Son of a Methodist minister, War- | 


in | 


ARIES | 


} 
| 
| 


greats of that day, among them E. | 
H. Sothern, Robert Mantell, Julia | 
Marlowe and Robert Werwick. She | 
retired from the stage several years | 
ago and lately had been an ordained 
minister in the Spiritualistic Church. 





LEO KOUTZEN 

Leo Koutzen, 64, member of the | 
WPA New York City Symphony Or- | 
chestra and prominent in the Yiddish | 
art world as a musician and com- | 
poser, died April 11 at his home in | 
New York. 

Koutzen, who came to America 
some 15 years ago, was for years | 
head of the violin department of the 
Petrograd Conservatory of Music and 
at one time was a member of the | 
State Opera House Orchestra, Mos- 
cow. 

Surviving are his widow, Minna, 
and a son, Boris, a composer with | 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





EUGENE MacGREGOR 
Eugene MacGregor, veteran legit 
actor who appeared in ‘Four Flush- | 
er,” ‘Battling Butler’ and ‘Within 
Four Walls,’ died in New York April 
5 after a short illness. 
MacGregor, who at one time was 





| daughter, 


MARRIAGES 


Kathryn Adams to Hugh Beau- 


mont, in Hollywood, April 13. Both 
are screen players. 
Peggy Youngworth to William 


| Calihan, in Hollywood, April 5. He's 


in Metro’s production department. 


Mary Rolfe to Lyle Bettger, in Chi- | 


cago, April 8. Both are legit players. 

Margaret Barnett to Harold Bern- 
stein, in Detroit, April 9. Bride is| 
employed by Monogram Pictures in 
Detroit; he operates three film thea- | 
tres at Bay City, Mich. 

Grace O. Garland to Gregory La 
Cava, in Las Vegas, Nev., April 2. | 
He's the film producer. 1 

Romelle Theresa .Schneider_ to 
James Roosevelt, in Beverly Hills, 
April 14. 

Marcia Neal, nitery singer, to Bill 
Patterson of NBC information divi- 
sion, in New York, April 16. 





BIRTHS 


and Mrs. E. E. MacCosbe, 
in Pittsburgh, April 6. 
Father's a WCAE, Pitt, engineer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy _  Sabella, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, March 16. 
Father’s asss. to Jake Smith, Barnes- 
boro (Pa.) exhib. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren D. Bailey, | 
son, April 7, in Sioux City. Father is | 
an operator at WNAX, Sioux City- | 


Mr. 


. 


| Continental Film, 














IN MEMORIAM 


OUR DEAR DEPARTED FATHER 


C. S. (TINK) HUMPHREY 


AUDREY AND CLAUDIA 





1911. He also was a prolific writer, under the management of Klaw & 
of verse and had several published | Erlanger, leaves his widow, Elize- 
collections to his credit. beth, and a son, William. Funeral 
services were held in New York 
HJALMAR LUNDIN ;}under auspices of the Actors’ Fund 
Hjalmer Lundin, 70, strong man | and cremation followed. 
and wrestler, known as the ‘Swedish | 








Lion,’ whose muscle feats were 

such that John Ringling gave him W. J. MERRILL 

a 28-week contract in 1894 to exhibit; Wilford J. Merrill, 42, v.p. and 
his prowess before circus audiences, treasurer of RKO, died suddenly 
died April 8 at his home in Jamaica, | Thursday (10) at his New York 
L. L. after an illness of severel home, being found dead in bed. 
months. Dezth was caused by coronary 

thrombosis. 


A native of Sweden, Lundin’s par- 
ticular specialty with the Ringling 
show was to use his body as a ful- 
crum for a plank holding 22 men| 
aloft. While doing the routine at a/ 

@ Chicago benefit late in 1894, he suf- = 
fered fractures of both arms when | gask. died in a Saskatoon, Sask. 


the boerd broke. | hospital April 2, after 2 brief illness. 


Thereafter, Lundin turned to} “tt 
wrestling upon his recovery. He won | Survived by widow and daughter. 


Details in film section. 





. 
R. E. PRICE 


Robert E. Price, 49, co-owner and 
anager of CKBI, Prince Albert, 


the Swedish. title and met such ae 
American champions as George DONA BARRELL 
Hackenschmidt, Frank Gotch and Dona Barrell, 50, screen writer, 





George Bothner. More recently he! died April 5 in Hollywood. Her 
had been & manager of wrestlers and father was Fernando Michelena 
occasionally served as a wrestling Metropolitan Opera singer. 
referee and judge. 
Surviving ere his widow and a 
daughter, ISIDORE WITMARK 
| Isidore Witmark, 71, the music 





WILLIAM WORTHINGTON 

William J. Worthington, 69, former 
stage and screen player, and pio- 
neer in color films, died April 9 in 
Beverly Hills. A graduate engineer, | 
he studied voice in Europe, became 
a stage actor and moved to Holly- 
wood in 1915. 

After a brief czreer as a film 
player, Worthington became a di- 
rector and later a co-producer with 
the Japanese actor, Sessue Haya- 
kawa, incorporating parts of their 
mames in 2 company known as Hay- 
worth. When Hayakawa moved to 
Paris, Worthington organized the 
Multicolor Film Co., of which he was 
president. Surviving are his widow, 
a son and daughter. 


NATE LE VENE, JR. 


publisher, died of pneumonia after a 


IN LOVING MEMORY 


JOE YOUNG 


Died April 21st, 1939 


RUTH YOUNG 


brief 








Yankton. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reed Browning, a) 
| daughter, born April 6 in San Fran- 


|} cisco. Fether is announcer on the 
|KGO-KPO staff (real name Bill 
| Livesay). 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Anderson, a 
son, born April 4 in San Francisco. 

















tian Jaque. Completed under Nazi 
‘supervision were ‘Remorques,’ with 
Jean Gabin, and ‘Loi du Nord,’ start- 
led by Jacques Feyder, films begun 


| several years ago and interrupted by 


the outbreak of war.—iEd. note: 
Gabin is now in the U. S. for 20th- 
Fox.] 


Tobis and European Film Alliance | 


—the French UFA—and a new outfit, 
all German-con- 
trolled, have imposing skeds. The 
last named plans to produce 14 films 
this season. The other two have 
ambitious schedules and both an- 
nounce new pix will shortly go on 
the lot. 

In this respect they are finding 
plenty of collaboration among 
French talent. Christian Jaque and 


Jacques Tourneur, who is about to) 


do a series of sketches along the 
‘Carnet de Bal’ formula, are among 


those presently engaged. How- 
ever, Marcel Carne, Leo Joannon 
and Henri Decoin have already 


|signed contracts with the new film 


czars of occupied France. Raimu 
and Fernandel have been ap-| 
proached and both have shown 


willingness to go to Paris to lend 
their talent to this form of Franco- 
German collaboration. 


Marcel Pagnol Doing 
Ist Pic of a Trilogy 


Films announced for early pro- 
duction in the free zone include: 
Two by Charles Trenet, who has 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mother is former Helane Peters, one- 
| time radio editor of Berkeley Gazette 
and KGO-KPO interviewer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Art Tolchin, daugh- 
| ter, April 9, in New York. Father is 
| salesman for WHN, New York. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Wally Mzcher, 
daughter, April 7, in Los Angeles. 
Father is radio actor. 


in New York, April 8. 
radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Allen, son, 
April 13 in Indianapolis. Father is 
former vocalist with late Hal Kemp’s 
band. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
|son, in New York, April 5. 


Father's a 


| 


Father 
is v.p. and general manager of NBC. 





ter, in Los Angeles, April 13. He's 
|of Slate Bros., comedy team. Mother 
former chorister. 

| Mr. and Mrs. John Sutherland, son, 
| April 14 in Los Angeles. Mother is 
| Paula Winslow, radio actress; father, 
screen-radio writer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Larry Barnett, son, 
| April 13 in Hollywood. Father is 
| with MCA. 


| | Atlas - RKO | 


Continued from page 5———— 
| done, Atlas Corp. would benefit ana 
make the Meehan deal worth 
financially for the Odlum crowd. 























Other 8S. E. C. Tradings 
Washington, April 15. 


Belated reports to the S.EC. 
showed S. Machnovitch of New 


| versal Pictures via purchases of 
|U common by Universal Corp. in 
September 1938 and of U first pre- 
ferred in July, 1937. Statements 
showed the holding company ac- 
quired 2,000 shares of the subsidiary’s 
common in September 1938, raising 
the total to 230,927, and 180 pieces 
of preferred in July 1937, making 
the holdings 220. The S.E.C. also 
disclosed that Preston Davie added 
2,000 Universal Corp., common vot- 
ing trust certificates in February this 


Nate Le Vene, Jr.. 49, veteran illness in Polyclinic hospital, | ¥": raising his poke to 3,700 in ad- 

Cincinnati film salesman, died Sat-|N. Y., April 9. | dition to his undisclosed slice of 

urday (12) at Christ Hospital, Cin-| Details in music section. | Standard Capital’s 26,500 certificates 

cinnati, after a brief illness from a os | and 11,283 warrants. 

stomach ailment. He was city sales-| prenry OMivens, 6 unis | The semi-monthly review re- 
. ’ ’ “J 


man for Universal for many years | 
and previously had been with Mu- 
tual Film Corp. 

A native of Brooklyn, N. Y., Le 
Vene was a newspaperman in Chi- 
cago before entering the motion in- 
dustry. He was a pioneer member| Mrs. Anna E. Fulton, 61, wife of 
of Variety Club, Tent 3, Cincinnati. Fitch B. Fulton, scenic artist for 

Survived by widow, Nonnie Dres- | David O. Selznick, and mother of 
sle Le Vene. |John P. Fulton, of Universal, died 


Services Monday (14) and inter- | April 7 in Glendale, Cal. 
ment in Cincinnati. 


ALICE GALE Oliver Thomas Machin, 48, studio 
Alice Gale, veteran actress, who electrician at Paramount, died April 
starred in old Harry Davis and Av- 10 in Los Angeles. He was a mem- 
nue Thectre stock companies in °¢t Of Post 307, American Legion. 
Pittsburgh shortly after turn of the 
century, died recently of natural 
causes in Harrisburg, Pa. | of Allen T. Simmons, owner of sta- 
Following her stock days, Miss| tion WADC, Akron, O., died at her 
Gale toured with many of the legit | home in nearby Tallmadge, April 3. 


member of law firm of O'Melveny, 
Tuller & Myers, representing many 
film clients, died in Los Angeles 
April 13. ® 

















Mrs. Mollie Cummings, 70, mother 


| vealed Austin C. Keough acquired 
| 1,000 pieces of Paramount com- 
;/mon, giving him 1559. While 
Manufacturers Trust Co., which ac- 
counted before for 5,710 shares of 
Paramount first preferred bought 
$392,800 worth of convertible de- 
bentures due in 1947. 

Other transactions 
were: 

Loew’s picked up another 73 shares 
of Loew’s Boston Theatres common, 
giving the parent 117,920 shares of 
the subsidiary. 

R. B. Larue added 100 shares of 
General Theatres Equipment Corp. 
capital stock, making his holdings 
600. 

Walter P. Stevens grabbed 600 
shares of Consolidated Film Indus- 
try participating preferred, giving 
him 1,400, 


in film stocks 





Mr. and Mrs. Al Garry, daughter, | 


Frank E. Mullen, | 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Slate, daugh- | 


while 


| York increased his interest in Uni- | 


written both scenarios. One with 
i/himself and the other an animated 
|cartoon with drawings by Aljbert 
Dubout. 


| ‘La Priere aux Etoiles’ (‘Prayer 
to the Stars’), written and directed 
by Marcel Pagnol. This will be the 
first of a film trilogy, much along 
the lines of Pagnol’s ‘Marius,’ ‘Fanny’ 
and ‘Cesar,’ which started his in- 
ternational film rep. He originally 
planned to start this pic in Septem- 
ber, 1939, but the outbreak of war 
floored his plans, Josette Day will 
be the femme lead. 


‘Histoire de Rire,’ Paris’ biggest 
legit hit of the ’39-40 season (still 


going strong), has been adapted for 
| the screen and announced for 
early production. 
‘Napoleon Noir’ (‘Black Napoleon’), 
megged by Paul Haurigot. 
‘Etrange Madame Buck’ 


is 


(‘Strange 


| Mrs. Buck’), written by Pierre 
|Ducis, dialog by Yves Mirande, 
|megged by Pierre Stephen. Suzy 
Prim, Marguerite Moreno, Albert 


Prejean and Andre Luguet head the 
| cast. 

‘Croquemitaine,’ adapted from Al- 
fred Machard’s novel 


of the same 
name. Jean Delannoy, who com- 
pleted ‘Diamant Noir’ with Gaby 


Morlay and Charles Vanel just be- 
fore the Germans got to Paris, will 
direct. 

‘Rouletabille Contre Rouletabille.’ 
| adapted from Gaston Leroux’ dick 


| novel, adapted by Jacques Chabanne, | 


| directed by Maurice Cammage. 
| ‘Guignol’ (‘Punch and Judy’), also 
|adapted by Chabanne, Marcel Gran- 
cher megging. 

‘La Grande Erreur,’ a sort of 
French cavalcade between 1914 and 


1941, adapted from Marcel Achard’s | 


|novel, ‘Petrus.’ Achard will direct. 
It introduces a new producer, Andre 
Hunebelle, glassware artist. 

Also planned for early produc- 
tion are several other pictures for 
which titles have not yet been se- 
lected. They include 

Adaptation of Paul Rene’s 
Chevre d’Or’ (‘The Gold Goat’), with 
scenario and direction by Maurice 
de Canonge,’ film with Cecile Sore] 
in top role with 


scenario again 


written by Mirande; film with Raimu | 


and Jean Mercanton, with Willy 
Rozier, who did ‘Espoir’ piloting. 
Raimu also engaged to do pict with 
Rene St. Cyr with Marc Allegret di- 
recting. 

Crooner Tino Rossi will do a pic 
piloted by Jacques Prevert, with 
|Michel Simon as co-lead. Pierre 
Billon is the producer, 

Fernandel Engaged 
| Fernandel is actively engaged 
| Studying his role in a film, with 
| scenario by, Chabanne. Rellys is do- 


|ing likewise, scenario by Jack Dar- 


Toy. J. P. Paulin, who did the b.o. 
| Success, ‘Trois de St. Cyr,’ is also 
preparing new film. Also announced 
that some of Fontaine’s Fables may 
be screened. 

Some of the new French pics re- 
leased. in Paris include ‘Campement 
Treize’ megged by Jacques Constant, 
at the Aubert Palace: ‘Monsieur 
Hector,’ with Fernandel, at the Max 





\ 


Ye 


French Film-Making 


Continued from page 15 


‘La 


Linder; ‘Le Grand Elan,’ directed by 
Christian Jaque, at the Olympia and 
Cesar; ‘Le Paradis Perdu,’ piloted by 
Abel Gance, with Fernand Gravet, at 
the Maurivaux; ‘Becassine,’ at the 

















Paramount, and ‘Moulin dans le 
Soleil’ showing in the free zone. 
Old French picts doing biz in 


| Paris are ‘Angelica,’ with Viviane 
' Romance, at the Gaumont theatre; 
‘L’Homme Qui Cherche la Verite,’ 
| with Raimu, at the Biarritz and Vi- 
vienne; ‘Le Jour se Leve,’ with Jean 
| Gabin, at the Madeleine; ‘I’Emi- 
| grante,’ with Edwige Feuillere, at 
| the Max Linder. Carmine Gallone’s 
‘Verdi,’ under title ‘Romance of a 
Genius,’ has been released at the 
Palais Rochechaut. 


Plans Still Pushed On 
Prod. Shift to Riviera 


Talk is still heard about decen- 
tralizing the film industry, but noth- 
ing much has yet been done along 
these lines. Mare Allegret, George 
Prade, Marcel l'Herbier and Henri 
Gendre are still trying to push their 
plan to concentrate most of France’s 
film industry on the Riviera. They 
point out that the French. industry 
would not have been as paralyzed 
as it is if this matter had been at- 
tended to years ago. As is the ma- 
jority of studios—and the best as 
well—are in and around Paris and 
are being used by the German-con- 
trolled companies. 

The Riviera ‘Hollywood’ is getting 
along as best it can with celluloid 
still very scarce. The Vichy gov- 
ernment voted a film credit of 50,- 
000,000 francs (about $1,000,000) re- 
|cently to finance production, 
| Some concern has been shown in 
| French film circles by the migration 
‘of French talent to the United 
|States. Jean Renoir, Rene Clair and 
Julien Duvivier have been followed 
{to Hollywood by Michele Morgan 
and Jean Gabin. It is rumored that 
Danielle Darrieux may straighten 
out her differences in Hollywood 
and return to American pictures. 
Pierre Blanchard, film and 
actor, recently denied a report 
| planned to go to Hollywood. 

Many other film actors are getting 
falong in legit, music-hall produc- 
tions and musical comedies until 
| they receive some offer taking them 
back to the screen. Charles Vanel, 
|Claude Dauphin, Micheline Presle 
| and others are doing radio work. 
|Louis Jouvet has gone to Switzer- 
land to do ‘Ecoles de Femmes’ with 
Madeleine Ozeray for Swiss film out- 
| fit. 








screen 
he 


6 French Producers 
Sign With Nazi Co. 


Nice, March 18. 

Five French producers have joined 

|'the new German-owned Continental 
| Films, it is reported here. They are 
Lacombe, Joanon, Tourneur, Carne 
and Jaque. Marcel Pagnol has also 
agreed to direct two films for Con- 
| tinental, 
Some actors, mostly those sadly in 
{need of work, have signed with 
Continental. But the best known are 
unavailable because they are in the 
Among these are 
Rossi, Jules Berry, 
Charles Vanel, Albert 
|Prejean, Francoise Rosay, Gaby 
Morlay, Louis Jouvet, Michel Si- 
mon, Viviane Romance and Danielle 
Darrieux. 

Michele Morgan left for the U. S. 
three months ago under contract to 
RKO. Jean Gabin, unable to recon- 
cile himself to Miss Morgan’s de- 
parture, signed with 20th-Fox and 
has already left for Hollywood to 
rejoin the girl friend. 

Among the Jewish producers 
| locked out of the French studios are 
|Pierre Chenal, Raymond Bernard, 
| Benoit Levy, Moguy and Epstein. 
Practically all plan to go to the U. S. 
[Moguy is now in the U.S.—Ed.] 

In Paris a few artists and pro- 
ducers are flirting with the Ger- 
mans. Corinne Luchaire, daughter 
of Jean, director of the pro-German, 
pro-Laval newspaper, Nouveaux 
Temps, published in Paris, has 
signed with Continental. 

Recently stories appeared in the 
newspapers that a suitcase contain- 
ing 400,000 francs worth of jewelry 
and furs was stolen from Miss Lu- 
chaire’s auto in Paris. But what 
shocked everyone was the discovery 
that she was able to have the use 
of a car for personal use when doc- 
tors and milkmen could not get con- 
veyances to attend patients or de- 
liver milk for children. 


|}unoccupied zone. 
Raimu, Tino 
| Fernandel, 





‘ 









































Wednesday. April 16, 1941 


VARTETY 


55 




















| 
| 
| 
= 





Montevideo, Uruguay; Lima, Peru, 
and other Scuth American capitals. 

Fischer also disclosed that he is 
working on arrangements to have a 
South American show with talent 
from Argentina, Brazil and Chile go 
to the States some time in November 
or December. Show, which will be 
run in conjunction with another pro- 
ducer, will feature top radio, theatre 
and screen stars from S. A. 

Plans have been in negotiation for 
more than six months and were 
completed by Fischer during an 18- 
day stopover in Buenos Aires and a 
similar stop in Rio, 

Fischer’s assistant, Georges Boron- 
ski, associated with him for many 
years in the operation of Les Am- 
bassadeurs in Paris, is remaining in 
B. A. to finish details and then goes 
to Santiago and Lima to complete 
arrangements there. He'll then head 
for Rio, which is now his headquar- 
ters. 

South American Bankroll 

Unusual feature of Fischer’s setup 
is the way he has been able to get 
South American coin for his projecis. 
Reason is the fact that many wealthy 
Argentines, Brazilians and Chileans 
met him during the old days in Paris 
when it was the custom for rich 
South Americans to make an annual 
spending spree. These friends were 
all lined up before he came here 
and it was practically a matter of 
just working out the details. On h's 
B. A. project, for example, he had 
an Argentinian, whom he had known 
for many years in Paris, all set and 
architect’s drawings were all ready 
by the time he left. 

This project alone will be one of 
the biggest U. S. entertainment en- 
terprises in South America. The Rio 
amusement park setup is also in a 
definite stage with both U. S. and 
Brazilian eash already subscribed. 

Fischer believes, unlike many U.S 
showmen, that there’s plenty of cash 
xs well as plenty of goodwill to be 
gained in South America, if it’s done 
the right way. His idea is that 
what's needed is a definite circuit in 
which U. S. entertainment can play. 
With this in mind, he plans to work 
up a 35 to 40-member ‘Folies Bergere’ 
type show in New York and bring 
it down for a round-South-America 
tour. He believes that spreading the 
overhead and traveling ecost over 
many cities will guarantee the ven- 
ture’s keeping out of the red. 

The South American love of nov- 
elty will also help, he believes, be- 
cause people here constantly want 
new talent. No such shows as he 
plans have been seen outside of Rio 
casinos and since he has signed the 


Urea Casino there, he won't be en- 
tirely new. In B.A. traveling shows 
have not been seen since long be- 
fore the War, when French per- 
formers regularly came over. 
Hungry fer U. S. Talent 
Fischer, who left New York Feb. 7 


With his wife, said that he was con- 
vinced South America was 

for U. S. entertainment and that if 
done right, it should be a profitable 
venture. He also declared that South 
American countries welcome 
and that there is no objection from 
musicians or other unions so long as 


huneryv 


talent 


localities aren’t entirely cut out of 
the picture. Since he plans to hire a 
local band as well as bring in a 
U. S. unit in every place visited, he 


anticipates no trouble. 

Plans will also be goodwill build- 
ers because the projects and shows 
wili be propagandized as a contribu- 
tion from the U. S. to South Amer- 
ica. If they are good 
Fischer says that his many yeai 
experience in show biz in the U. S 
England and France, guarantee this 
—they’ll be good propaganda for the 


shows—and 


U. S. as are U. S. films. Further- 
more, since the projects will provide 
g00d jobs in fields not already 


crowded, they'll be more than wel- 
come, 

Admitting that the dollar-peso dif- 
ference means that profits can’t be 
on a par with those in the States, 
Fischer still believes that by work- 
ing carefully he can make a profit. 
For example, he’s made arrange- 
ments with Radio Mundo and Radio 
Belgrano, two largest broadcasters in 
Argentina, to employ many of his 
stars while the company.is in B. A. 

Possible also that he'll be able to 
set U. S. companies as sponsors in 
view of the fact that the tours will 
stress the U. S. connections, and this 
should further increase the amount 
f pay. 


In Rio, Fischer said, he received ' 


the utmost cooperation of local offi- 
cials, especially of Mayor Dodsworth 


‘whose un-Brazilian name comes 
‘rom the fact that he’s of Scotch 
escent). 


As an example, he told 


Fischer’s Pan-American Plan 


Continued from page ! 
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how, to convince the mayor of the 
kind of shows he planned, he brought 
out a Technicolor film taken at his 
show at San Francisco World's Fair. 
Wasn't possible to operate the pro- 
jector in the mayor's office because 
a certain part was missing. So His 
Honor put on his sombrero, walked 
out to a nearby supply shop and had 
them run off the pic for his benefit. 
Arrangement with Other Casinos 

In addition to the Urca Casino, 
Fischer said that he had made ar- 


| 


rangements with the Casino owner, | 


Joaquin Rolla, who also owns the 
Icaray and Petropolis Casinos, to 


have his shows play the new casino | 


being built at the latter, a summer 
resort. Rolla has already had plans 


for his new place altered to include | 


'an ice-skating rink so that Fischer 


can put on ice shows. 

The amusement park setup will be 
located in = park in the central part 
of the city and is expected to open 
Oct. 1, 1942. It will be designed by 
U. S. architects but built by a 
Brazilian company, Although there 
is one other such park now Fischer 
will get an exclusive because the site 
has been taken over by the govern- 
ment for an airport. 

Fischer plans to put on free shows 
as audience lures and include ell the 
latest rides and gadgets from the 
States. Despite the tremendous dif- 
ference between dollars and milreis 
he thinks the project will be a 
money-maker because’ Brazilians 
consider entertainment as necessary 
a pert of the budget as food. 

His Urca show will be brought di- 
rectly to B.A. with a possible shift to 
Mar del Plata if his theatre-restau- 
rant is not ready on time. He ex- 
pects to sail with his first show on 
Aug. 1 and open in Rio Aug. 15 
which will be the start of the spring 
season. The Mar del Plata date will 
probebiy be a prelude to the B.A 
show. 

The management of the seashore 
casino, which with 56 tables is the 
largest in the world, exceeding even 
Monte Carlo at its tops, has altered 
plans for its theatre-restaurant to ac- 
commodate Fischer. Casino will also 
heve an ice-rink. No such rinks in 
South America so Fischer plans to 
bring down instructors and give the 
customers a chance. 


$2.50 Minimum 


His B.A. theatre-restaurant will 
charge a minimum of 10 pesos ($2.50 


‘U. S.) for which the customers will 
get their choice of supper or din- 
ner, a show and dancing, as in New 
York. Fischer believes this will go 
because of the fact that no B.A. 
night club now catering to the mid- 
dle-class ‘family’ trade has_ such 


shows. The only nitery with enter- 
tainment is the Ta-ba-ris which has 
hostesses and is therefore unaccept- 
able to the great mass of Argentines 
their wives. Other night 
has the Emb: vy and Ciro’ 


nds, probably because 


out with 
spvuis suc 
have only bi: 
non-entertainment 
8,000 while for 
with entertainment it’s 40,000 pesos. 

Fischer thinks that he'll be able to 
build a esiaurant drawing 


the license fee fo. 


spots is pesos those 


theatre-1 


audience with his spot, which will 
not permit unescorted gals, and 
which will. unlike current nart 
spots, go after the big society and 
internetional crowd as well as the 
middle-class. 

Investigation has led Fischer to 


conclude that the potential audience 
s here in this city of almost 3,000,000, 
but it only has to be developed. 
‘People in South America 
show hungry and they're looking 
d the States for 
and good,” Fischer 
have developed a taste for U. S. en- 
the films and a 
fast-moving, entertaining show with 
plenty of girls and lots of life 
go across here just 
New York, in London and 


are 


towa something new 


Tm 


declared They 


tertainment through 


bound to 
does in 
Paris.’ 
Customs Changing 

Fischer asserted that many 
his Argentine friends and backers 
felt thet customs were changing and 
that women of good families would 
not be afraid to go to night clubs 
with entertainment if they were sure 
of the standing of the place and cer- 
tain that unescorted women would 
not be permitted. He pointed out 
that the standards in this respect 
had changed tremendously withi 
the past few years and would prob- 
ebly change still more and that he, 
for one, was willing to take a chance. 

As to shows for the States, he re- 
vealed that he had already obtained 


of 


options on several Jeading screen, 
stage and radio stars and thet he 


planned to work up a show when he 
eturned. His idea is that such stars 


| { 


should be the featured attractions of 
a U. S. show, but that U. S. come- 
dians and actors should shcre be- 
cause U. S. taste was different from 
that in South America and in a!!- 
South American show would prob- 
ably not be successful. He also feels 
that taking stars from South America 
to the States will not only be <= good- 
will builder for himself and his proj- 
ects but build pro-U. S. sentiment in 
South America, especially because 
the talent presented wil! be legiti- 
mate and not a Hollywoodized vari- 
ant. 

Interchange idea will also head off 
possible resentment against so many 
U. S. entertainers working in S. A. 
countries. 

‘I don’t believe this should be a 
one-way idea,’ Fischer declared. ‘If 
North and South America are to 
work together we must cooperate in 
every way. They'll take our talent, 
we'll take theirs. Only in that way 
will we really learn to understand 
one another better znd make sure 
that democracy, not totalitarianism, 
prevails in this hemisphere.’ 


- Bills Next Week 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


Seeks U. S. Play wrighis 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Will you be so kind as to allow me 
space in your 
either the 
following plays to contact me 

‘Damn Those Tears,’ produced in 
New York 1927, Garrick theatre (°) 

‘Palm Beach,’ produced at a strew- 
hat 1936-38 (7). 

‘Lovers Meeting,’ by Gladys Hurl- 
but, produced at Beach theatre, West 
| Falmouth, Mass.. Aug. 5, 1936 
| ‘Behold This Dreamer,’ by Fulton 
'Oursler and Aubrey Kennedy. 

‘Dance of Death,’ by W. H. Auden, 
| Adelphi theatre, N. Y., May 19, 1936. 

‘This Side of Twenty,’ by Emerson 

| Treacy, produced by Ben Bard Play- 
house, Hollywood, Oct. 8, 19 (?). 

‘A Postscript to Youth,’ by Kubec 

| Glasmon, produced by Theatre Lab- 
'oratory, Hollywood, Aug. 3, 1936. 


‘The Greatest Show On Earth.’ pro- 


Forum to 


requcsi 


authors or agents of t} 


‘duced by William A. Brady, Play- 
house, N. Y. 

Your cooperation in this matter 
, Will be greatly appreciated. Due to 


| moving from one ‘danger area’ to an- 
other ‘safe area,’ known over here as 
|evacuation, I have lost al! my data 
|}O0f above plays which I am 


ithe high-priced 
most | 


anxious to réplace because although | 


| when this war ends angels will be 
rare. My Beach Theatre Co., like 
|many other companies, hopes to be 


rapher, who had a college decree, 
but had done no writing—Miss Anna 


Lee Whitmore—was hired for one 
of the vacancies several days liicr, 
and four others after Miss Whit- 
more, 

So far as I know the only persons 
at MGM having collece degrees are 
the clerks in the research depart- 
ment whose average salary, if thev 
have been there 10 years or more 
ana are extra bright, is $32.50 per 
week. 


You may use my name if you like 
—who's afraid of the Big Bad Lion? 


Jack Woodford. 


Not So Liberal Screen? 
Chicago 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We are told that the novel, ‘Native 
Son,’ will not be shown as a picture 
because it would have to encounter 
the total prejudices of the whole U:S. 

Meanwhile the play is being shown 
on Broadway because the legit is far 
more liberal and open-minded than 
the movie industry. The theatre is 
quite an expensive affair and the 
social betters who decide matters 
figure that the mobs who go to the 
movies cannot afford the luxury of 
theatre with its 
super-radical ideas 

This means that the kind of peo- 
ple who go to the theatre are more 


open to new ideas and new 
thoughts thay the prejudice-bound 
masses. Yet it is the masses, with 


jin the vanguard in helping to put | 
| the London theatre on its feet again. | 


John Edmund Jarratt, 
| (Beach Theatre Productions) 
| St. Anne's, Kingsway Hove, 
| Sussex, England). 
| 
| Dash and Connelly’s Credits 
New York. 
| Editor, Variety: 

Wish you would make a correction 
about ‘The King Is Still in London.’ 
The song is not published by Camp- 
bell-Connelly in England, but by 
Irwin Dash Music Co., Ltd. Hughie 
Charles is under contract to me and 
is also my professional manager. 

‘There'll Always Be an England’ i 
not published by Campbell-Connelly 
| of London; it is an Irwin Dash rub- 
| lication. Irwin Dash. 


{[Dash’s Co. in London is tied in 
with Campbell-Connelly, and the 
Dash-Connelly, Inc... in New York, 
has Reg. Connelly as his partner, but 
the two corporations are separate 
and apart.—Ed.] 


| Mazzone & Abbott Explain 
Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY 


Please be informed that the Maz- 


zone & Abbott dancers did not go 
with the Latin Quarter unit on a 
benefit performance for the Duke 


of Windsor and that we are all mem- 


bers of AGVA in good standing 
Am sending you this notice so as 
to prevent future misunderstanain 


also that we are not connected with 
|the Merriel Abbott Dancers, whom 
we greatly admire 
Mazzone & Abbott 
In Re: Junior Film Writers 
Hollywood, March 29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I didn’t see your article about the 
passionate earnestness with which 
Hollywood seeks new authors until 
today. 

A piguant case in point might be 
that of my daughter, Louella. She’ 
had two novels published ICCeSS- 
fully wit a tl 1 to come con 

ibuted idely t I su f d 
erse include ) e of the é 
anthologies, after 1 fazine p ca 
tion. and sold a radio serial, and ar 
indie movie s All th before 
he was 2] 

When I! was e! yioved sa e) 

MGM I! gested her for one 
of the Junior Writer icancies the. 
had there. and Kenneth MacKenna 


rejected 
that she had no 
qualifications for any kind of writing 
in his opinion, but that 
otherwise a fine person and 
gretted having to 
her 


head of the 


on the ground 


scenario 


dept , 


her 


she was 

he re- 

extremely reject 
When I inquired as to what these 

mysterious 

informed that only qual! 


that MGM laid down for a Junior 


qualifications were. I was 


the ineatior: 





Writer was that he have a college 
decree, 

Since this awkward contretemps 
Mr. MacKenna, naturally embarras- 
sed, has said that there were no 
vacancies left in the Junior Writers 
at the time she applied for one of 
the onenin ! vor my ster 


their prejudices, who need to have 
some stic made jin their ideas about 
the Negro if the colored race is go- 
ing to make the progress it is cap- 
able of. 

If the race can be successful and 


| influential on Broadway it should be 


allowed to make an attempt to get a 
break in the movies with a really 
powerful play depicting the miseries 
of the Negro in this native land—a 
plight often due to complete ignor- 
ence of the whites about sub-huinan 
Negro cond'tions. 

Ed. 


Peterson. 


{There is talk of Metro buving the 
screen rithts and changing it into a 


‘white man’s problem’ theme, thus 
dodging racial sensitivities com- 
pletely.—Ed. ]. 


Rep’s 30 Players Sets 
Alt Time High for Studio 


April 15. 
its history 


Hollywood, 
Highest contract list in 


is recorded by Republic, which an- 


nounces 17 players under term deals 


and 13 more under picture commit- 


ments. 

On regular contract are Gene 
Autry, Doneld Barry, Smiiey Bur- 
nette, George Gabby) Hayes, June 
Johnson, Mary Lee, Robert Living- 
ton, Lois Ranson, Roy Rogers, John 
Wayne, Leni Lynn, Marilyn Hare, 
Howard Hughes, Ray Middleton, 


Lynn Merrick, Bill Shirley and Nellie 
Walker. Commitments include Judy 


Canova Sammy Baugh, Spencer 
Charte Rufe Davis, Ruth Donnelly, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Jane Frazee, Roscoe 
Karn Lulubelle and Scoity, Ona 


Munson, Sally Payne, Bob Steele and 
the Weaver Bros., and Elviry. 





Aussie Coin 


———— Continued from page 5———— 








ttable amount for the second year 


Figure decided on 1s regarded as a 
compromise’ since originally the 
A, aliar government wanted to 
rop the figure to $2,000,000. 


Setup Irksome 


tha‘ 


Besides the angle that so much 
e money 1s tied pl Au alla 
under the new frozen coin arrange 


ment, the stipulation that profits 
from British pictures distributed 
there by U. S. companies cannot be 
included in the remittable total is 
irksome tu several companies. Un- 
derstood that this means any profit 
derived from handling a British pic- 
ture in Australia reveris to Lon- 
don, where it is temporarily frozen. 

Attempt of the Australian govern- 
nt to set up a single distributing 


ency supplying product to all the- 
atres, as outlined in reports from 
Svdne does not set well with 
American distributors. Many for- 
eign department officials in N. Y. 
fee] that present restrictions plus 
the vastly trimmed amount of re- 
mittable coin does not warrant such 


curbing of American distribution set 


nes 
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“ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS with LUX SOAP 





are a wonderful 
. help in keeping 
skin smooth 


save qMVie 
























NEVER NEGLECT this daily facial,”’ 

this famous star tells you. “It’s 
a simple, easy care you can use at 
home. Pat the ACTIVE lather lightly 
in—-rinse with warm water—then a 
dash of cool. Pat to dry. Now see 
how fresh your skin looks—how soft 
and smooth it feels!’ Why don’t 
“= a d you see what this gentle Lux 
“ Toilet Soap care can do 
for your complexion! 





NOW PAT THE FACE 

DRY. IT FEELS SOFTER. 
ea ag. ie a SMOOTHER. SEE HOW 
i ae Wise: " ee | FRESH IT LOOKS! 





ead 













FIRST PAT 
THE LUX SOAP 
LATHER LIGHTLY 
INTO YOUR SKIN 


RINSE WITH WARM 
WATER..THEN COOL. 
ACTIVE LATHER DOES 











CETTE LUs 


Hollywood's al c | In Warner Bros! 


ACTIVE-LATHER its | , W/7/4 GREAT Lye” 


FACIALS fo 
30 tal | pg ‘ | Now spewing Locally 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 
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